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a G3c:et r The h p m s  Trade L ,, -J 
? V ~ N  Sa!ior 

Despite the uorld recession, r ~ n c  sector o]' v3c:;c:r:t tvri!l,~rrlies is D,>i.t~t~ttilg - tl19 ar111.s ~ ~ ~ n ~ t n i n r ' l r ~ r -  
illg sector. [c i:nrtinrlar, there ]!us bcett a <i!r:rlic;lic i!~o.;rse bl the cxP0r.t it1 tl:c Gnns t o  tkc Third \\'orl!i. 

Tlre crplosir~rr in t h e  arms hndo raises a n tu~ ibe r  uf crrtcial qwstio?rs about t h e  role o[ jorce in iltr! 

jnternntionnl s!~strnl. about u o s ; ~  n tlu wo?Zd econosry, ond  fibout the  nn t rm of ind~rstriaf development 
jjt both the  hr1.ethrrrz and So~rtl~errz iiemispiieres. 

This crricle atiewtlJts tu set otrt a frar~zework f o r  misue~ i i l s  tltese qlresties hg a n u l ~ s i ~ r g  t h e  role 
cf force in sociefy. The hasis of the artalgsis is the proposition tkat e u m ~  tupe of militaiy technology is 
the prudtrt.! of c parricttlar scrie!~, that  the  orgnisutions,  techniqzres arid the fonns  taken by force is n 
tnicrocnstrt or i'r)iro!!:c of society in :eneral 

DESPITE the rvorld recession, one ahout this subject - and this relates thnll~gh the possession of arms, or 
sector of 1vertt:rn rctirkon~ies is bootning tn its Fundacnentd nature - without hetter arms, on the part of the rn l in~ 
- tile amn tr~mrthclurit~g scctor. In making certain \,cry senenl tendencies cI~s%.~* EngeLs 5uiJ nluch the same 
particular, them h%% been a dramatic of modem npitnlisnl and the runre oi thins: "the producer of more perfect 
increase in tile csport of arms to the the intcmatiui~nl qstenl. The subject trrrrl.;, vulgo amu, bcats the pmducer 
h i  0 1 .  !n 1874 alone, sales dots not n m l  these awmptiom and of Illore imperfect ones." 
of maim we3prms - ships. airrraft, ;deed a more thorough e~ iumt ion  ~n this there is a smog elmrent of 
tank and ntissiles - to the Third urtuld provirlc ilnporfant insiebts into tcchrtolo~Cill detrmrini,.m. nli:itlry 
\i'r~rld increst; by 40 per cent and tham. organkition, or the relations of force are 
a similar incrca.~ is thought to have I dso important. It took the inhoduc- 
occurred in i815. This erplosion in tion of a market for soldiers, i e, mrr- 
the arms trade rnises a number ol Fann of Force and Social cenaries, before guns, the product of 
crucial question- aborrt the rnle of force Foimati011 bour~mlv technolom, %%,ere a m ~ t p d  
in the international s):tem, about waste 
in the uvrld ecanomiiy, and ahout the 
nature of industrial development fn 
both the northern and Southern 
hemispheres. 

This articles attempts to set up a 
frimeworb- for nrswcring the questions 
by analysing the role of force. in 
W*. The basis of the analysis is the 
propositfon that every type .of miIitary 
tffhnology is the product of a partf- 
&r society, that - the organisations, 
techniqum and the form taken by force 
is a microconm or epitome of society 
in .general. From this it follows that the 
export 3f a m  is a reflection of the 
e..rpaarionary tendencim , of society, 
while the impart of a m  represents the 
Import of social change. Similar state- 
mm& might be made n b u t  other forms 
of tochaolosy but I \vould argue that 
military technology has a spedd 
signiRcance benuse of the fundzmez~td 
role of force in class divided socictics. 
Put in another \qPay, the m d e  of arms 
.could he descrihd as a form of clasq 
struggle, m an intemationul stn13;le 
between diRrrent &l foimations. 

In what follnrvs I concentrate un the 
cotlcept of tnnl~ of farce and its rela- 
tin" to llic social fnrmation, partie~rlarly 
in odmnctxl cupitdktli, mcl the 
Implication nf ccpnrtint the fmms of 
force for social formations in periphcrol 
rr.gions, I ~ ~ ~ ~ i t : t h l y ,  a nunlbrr ni 
imprtant iwxr* misrrl h? tla. suhjrct 
are neglcctrd or subjected tu bmnd 
generalisation. it is impossil,le to writc 

~h fonn of force can be defined as 
comprising the techniques of force and 
the relotions of force. The techniques 
of form are tlie weapons and the way 
they are used. 'The rclolLt~* 01  for^+ 
ore the organisation of men, the nature 
of military hierarchy, the way men are 
drawn into the armed forces. Tha 
techniques of force are at once the 
plrdnct of the level of technology in 
sodety a d  the appropriate tool for a 
particular set of military relatim. The 
relatiotls of force are those most con- 
vrnicnt for organicing a body of men, 
in a given sociev, and those most 
likely to generate lnyalty to the social 
formation. 

%!ar?dst writers have tended to place 
mcat emphasis on the techniques of 
form. Karl Liebhnecht in his tract an 
nlilitarism which he k~ Berlin 
in 1906 a rpcd  that "the basis of every 
social relation of pnner is the .superio- 

, rity of pl:ysicnl force.. .".l But this 
Is not simply hc physical strength OF 
individuals: it depends on the arma- 
ments canicri by mcn. the "teulu~i~~ttc 
of arms". "An arrned man increases his 
'physical strength many times throu.:h 
!ik pmsasinxt of a wespoo. The deerre 
ni tl,r. incrrnse dcpen<k r~pm thr deve- 
:tillltl'.ltt ilf the tecilf~ic~uc of arms 
inrln~tlinc fortification and stratecy 
(\vllar iorm is essentially a con1er~uencc 
uf t!ir iruhaiq~rc of srnn). Tlhr irrtclltc- 
l!ml nnd ealnomic sulwrinrih of one 
intercst gntlp ovcr anolhcr is tnrned 
intn a sinlple ph,%iml sclpcriority 

-., 
!ate the armed forces. They were 
unsuitable for the feudal formations of 
knights. Similarly, North Vlermun and 
the Vietnamese liberation movrnlmt . 
h:ld c:lyitn!ict .In??' (or imlht,ms oE 
tl~cni) but the r c h t m  of force ena'ol- 
d thc111 to use tbeir weapons more 
effectirely thnn could the .Lnericans.* 

The form of force is thus a rebction 
of the sodd fornation. The techniques 
of force reflect the available technologv 
and the relaiious of force arfse out of 
the reladons of society as a whole. 
But the form of force CM also alter 
the social fornlotion. This is not 
simplv through vfctory In a m r  between 
different t m  of armed forces hut also 
throtiqh the' esperiences of such W. 
The German rerponse to the Napoleonic 
wan contributed to the demmatisation 
in Cerrnany. l ,  tlie crrtuitrr 
insurgency operations of the Peruvian 
and Portuguea arnli~q ' might be 
tern~rd a radidising experience. 

But it is ot only through the role 
of force as an instrument of destruction 
111:tt the social fnrniation is in!lnenced. 
Arn~alnents am a h ,  the prcducts of 
1;tLnur and retpirc labour to operate 
tl~crr~. The inrut of force h a  importnnt 
impliutions. therefore, for tlre swid 
all~a.~tir,t~ of Iahn~lr. In addition. a 
particuhr sicificancc, which is the 
I,i!ris for much ui the discusliiol~ of tho 
: t n ~ ~ s  t~c011otny, ic attached to thc fact 
hiat amiamrsnts <l11 not re-cntei thc 
prc~luctio" procors as means of produc- 
thtn or mrons I>€  sohsbtcncr and thr 



labour thut went into then1 c m  only 
he realised out of rurpirrr rrciilvir 

While dmts may L* nccwury for tire 
functioning of the prduction %lrocosi 
and, indecd, m y  mnke possible 
the realistion of surplus p rcd~cf  t h ~  
represent a tax an production, a ndllc- 

iu the flmcls or laiiour avaflable 
for connunptian and inveshnent 

The form of force that &mctm'kes 
advanced capitalist societies is the Pc* 
mancnt arms race. Two fe;rtur*; of rhis' 
form force are of interest One is 
the wapnns system concept The m- 
cd forces, with the possible exception 
of the infantry, are orgwixd ivuund 
the weapons system, wl~ich comprises 
the weapom platIom - the ship, air- 
Flaft, t& etc - the weapon. and the 
means of mmmunicntiou Formerly, 
the wenpfm \W the instrument of the 
soldier. Todey, &a soldier aPDears to 
be the hbument  of the wenpons W- 
tem. The resulting organisation is hfer- 

atamistic and d e h u & i  
It  r&ck the im~cutmce accorded to 
industrial pducts ,  particularly machi- 
nes, in wdety as a whole. mnthamore, 
the weapons systems are t h d w s  
ranked and subdivided into an h i w -  
chical military organisation. minimisinn 
the possibilities for individual or smail 
goup  action. At the apes of the navy 
is fbe ,aircraft d e r  maldag it mssible 
For aim& to m t e  fmm i b  deck, 
destmyaq frigates and submar&= to 
defend it, and supply ships to replenish 
I t  The bomber and the W e  tack 
have similar functions in the atr force 
and m y .  'I%e liked fdeal of tha 
fighter pilot as the madcm hero of indi- 
v i d d  combat is a convenient myth. 
In reality, 30 men are required to ope- 
rate each mmbat aimnft. together with 
the men required to operate supparting 
aircraft. so h t '  the sped$ importance 
d e d  to the p i l ~  is merely symbo- 
lic. 
The second feature d the ppermawnt 

a m  race is the built-in tendency for 
expansion. Pemanent technicat prog- 
ress imalics a vennanent pmcess of 
obsoleu~nre. The continuous drwlnp- 
ment OF new weapons, incorporating 
hnpmved fu;epo\ver, mobility or mm- 
munieatian. necessitates the continuous 
replacenlent of existing weapons. The 
p m  can he enUreIy autommoun, 
requiring nothing more than the exis- 
tence of an e.sternal enemy. I t  can be 
assumed that any plnusihle militury 
developments will he applied by the 
enemy, the American "worst case ann- 
lysis". 3nd hmuse  of the long gestation 
of m c d m  weapons systema, the re* 

must be adopted as qdcldy as 

:.i,s;il>!c. 'Thr ncm t~chnuloq invniveu 
t ~ & . ~ i a i u t ~ ,  :;:c h.~hlij;~l ir:;:i-.~**~~t~ 
m Lwre cum:il.rs t4, :~laniri.icrllrc and 
npcr:~ic, rctluiring t n r ~ r e  labour for lnth 
prorittction and UW. 

In one sense. however, the technical 
pm- is consenntivr. It is s a c a y  
circttmrcribcd 11). the srnicblre imposed 
by the ivapons system. A molutionary 
techmlopy, involving perhaps less es- 
penditwe. is ruled out by the organi- 
sation of the armed forces. The deve- 
lopn~ent of 11iBlle technolu~c, fur 
exumple, could hnve implications that 
am as revolutionnry as tvas the deve- 
lupmcnt of Breaims. Already. misriles 
h\* rendered all %veapuas platforms 
extxemely vuinerable (Until anti-sub- 
marine detection is more developed. as 
it will be soon, tbe snbmrdne escnpes 
thin generalisation.) This fact alone has 
reduced the grandiose marvels of loo- 
dern technology - the aircraft &er, 
bomber or battle Elnk - ta e m s f v e  
nbsurdities. Indeed, the obsalescence of 
the capital ship, of which the 3ircratt 
c d e r  is the cunent esample, IMS 
demonstrated as long ago ss tVorld 
War I. Yet the coucept is defended in 
the vague terms of modem sbategy, as 
"flexil>ls resprmse" (US) or a %alance 
of forcr;s0 ~ c ~ o s s  the "whole spectrum 
of operations' (UK), hemuse the tvea- 
pons system based fonx, structure is 
intimately connected to the structure 
qf mcdern ind* and d satiety as 
a whale. 

The permanent amur race can be 
traced hack to the Ando- 
naval arms race betm World War I. 
For most of the post-Napoleonic era, 
arms spending remained relatively con- 
stant Ln Britain it m e  hy het- 
ween 1858 and 1883. Themafter, es- 
~ n d i t u r e  on m m  rose dmmatidy: 
from @7m in Britain in 1883, to 
&%m in 1808 to m m  in 1915. A 4 w t  
of the $crease \W devoted to the 
navy, which was to play an insign& 
&ant role in the war. The rise in a r m  
' spending wns aaacfnted with the in- 

troduction of the private manufacture 
of arms and the rise of digopoly. 
,Prim to this period, factories for 
the manufactnse of arms were govern- 
ment owned, mannfactming facilities 
were not very specialised and the mann- 
Fachlring pmcm did not require long 
gmtiun.  At little cost, excm capacity 
muld be maintained for expansion in 
tin= of war. In  the 18803 the minu- 
fachlre of arms mainly ships, was con- 
tracted out to private cmnpaies, in 
the words of a British govcrnmmt 
mmrnittee "to stfmnlate inwntors and 
manufncturexs to vie with one another 

. . 

to prniluce the hest possible 'mic!e".3 
Thcr mmnanir.r mtdcl not s5oIrl- to 
maintain rscesa capacity: tlxy hud to 
pmvi~lc the technoln;.tc~I fastilicntion 
tor cuntinuow mpluynlent. The rise 
of oligopoly meant that technical pm- 
vcss  as bound to & tbe fm OF 
~roduct impmvernent, rather than pro- 
w s  improvement, oi bigger and better 
weapons, nPhcr h cheap and simple 
weapons. Indeed, Betghahnh has shown 
ha\%-. in Cem>any, the Tirpitz plan fgjr 
~iilval yrocur'nient wdn closely related 
to the concern in shipbuilding and 
hea'vy industry about the deepening of 
recessions and the pmLlzms of emers - 
capacity. The warships were not con- 
ceived for use, althoush they \vac seen 
as a symbol of imperial power in much 
the same way as fnttlmtinental 
missiles are jush'fied today. Toe naval 
arms race should not be seen as a res- 
ponse to imperialism. Rnther it derived 
from the same cause - the stntctunl 
pmhlams of indumy under late 16th 
century capitahu. 

Through the hventieth ceotury, the 
development of the w e d  forces gm- 
ceded alongside the developmen;' of 
the mns industrv. Each weapons m- 
tem - the pmduct of a partfcuiar 
cou2pany and thi! centre of 3 mili:ar)* 
unit  The manufacturing capabilities of 
a compuny were a t  one and the same 
time the pRformance characteristics of 
a wenpuns systw and the s&at&c 
d e  of a milirary unit The relation- 
ship bet\veen different military units 
exactly ,pd le l ed  the skncttne of in- 
dustry. Changes tn the structure of in- 
dusw, as in Britain in the late &lies 
and early sixties. were assc4ate-i with 
changes in the relations of fom. A 
more current e.&ple is the tread 
tmwrds multlnntional defence m p a -  
nies ia Eumpe, whi& is acmmpmied 
by new doctrines about the need to 
rtnndardise and intepate Enmpean 
m e d  forces. 

But, in geneml, these chanaes are 
resisted bccaure the armed forces are 
frozen in the Industrial structure which 
creatd their current f o m  Thus the 
wvy and n a d  shiphuilding have a 
relatively predominant role in Britain. 
reflecting their zenith h the late 19th 
century. The US armed force, are a 
tVurid War I1 crmtion, dominated by 
the rtrncture of nemspnce. The new 
militmy technologies which ~ l e n y e  
thcse decnyins milihp apparati are 
the prnduct of new dynamic industries, 
like electmnics, and arc most liable m 
he adopted hy countries dmninab:d hr. 
tlnrre inclush~lrs, such as Germany and 
J a ~ m  



~h sisnificmce dIe wr.apo;li syl- lids con~~:ri~~::ncc~ for I r ~ r i ~ n  u)cir:ty: cpsrs and utilijinc a lrce nlerkct fur In- 
tern lia, &...,.lore, nut ,,I(ILII  c ~ , ~ , ~ ~ ~ c ~ D ~ ~ ~  :lr4: ~:~~>!ain CII? Irnn, LS l.nvr, lntt it is tl.:!?endt.nt I I F ~  and =- 
in heir Itit., but in the oull;,itilr.iit ~ ~ e l l  ;u rjther Ti~ird \Vt,rlil count*~, r.~:ti;ll to a wpitalist ur,rld system. 
they -te to use Lorcu in defence of .4wuld ci;:ltirlut 10 !:c 2 f~lc.ll point fm T!,~ rcuond ,,,,I&[ f,,m, "f force is 

inler~%ts. Fur the armed form, the competition k ~ r m  industrid indust,+d ~ h k  is b u d  on 
the mewat ion of their own stnrcture power& . . the wwapons system wncapt, which 
&o means the preserv~tion of a p&i- In nn31ysinq these wnswuences. it is strictiy limits tha posihle ~ r i a t i o a r  in 
c& indu,tri;ll rtrucanc and the social rtscttll tu :mi.: U Itnxid di>iincti:~n lx- t[,c, n[atiu,a corce. ~h~ f,,rn, of form 

on which the structure is nvwn two model f u m  of force in up- tends to an imiution of t k ,  fonu prc- 
founded. Quite aput  frmn its d i m  derdeveloped countries. Obviously much vniling in the metmpob 'rho rise of 
importmm to the production p n m s .  more rclir1r.d dltinetions can be made. tlxse armies is arwciated with the be- 
in cmtinq nn?hyn~rnt for exdmplc. errrespandins to con:lrles crius stntctu- ,.irn,inss of ind,utrin:is.,tiou. & ,rell % 

the signifian~e of this elabonb form res. The f i s t  rnadei is the pre-idus- .m the r m u e  fmm cmnmodity r-\' 
of f& is political. The dfrect mil iW h h l  ~ I I U Y  - the Beduuin levies of the ports is i s n o w  spent on .imported capital 
aspects are minor. bliddle Edst, the retinue m i e s  of PR- goods ore to 

uolonid Airiu, rhu nindtecnth century tl&chrred goorls for mnsumption by - 
U militia and G~udillos of h t i n  America.' elite and by InndownerS. 

Exporting FOW ot Force TvpiwU~, th-e are *nay or cavalry tvhereas military expenditure previously 
me of plays a central based; the k i n %  the i-m- consisted largely of emenditurn of for- 

& in he impeiaIisr p rww,  imperial- "nt of the soldier. The method of e im exchange nnd a d d  be seen s a 
ism m&,,ing, not tmritu,+al annexation, recmitnlent a d  the orsaisntiou re- methud of channelling resources lron 
but the of p e f i p h d  m~no- fleck the relationshi~s p r d e n t  in so- the periphery to the metropolis, MW 

into the xorld ~ ~ t d i i  sy8tem.l ciety. Thus the Bedouin levies ow mi- the haurgwisie can claim a larger sham 
the fd of eaportr implies i i t w  service to their leaders, the of t11e s u r p l ~  product and militnry ex- 

*, d witor id  -eation and S h d  and Kinss of Arabin, in much penditure can also be seen as a m e b d  
the dtence of local ntliog in, the same way as feudal serfs owed mi- cbanngl~ig ~ ~ S O I K C M  fmm the 
the e h e r y  use imported litay %vice to their lords in the Mid- countryside to tor= Military espendi- 

a m m e w  of tb surp1t~/pnp die Ages. The \ ~ ~ p o n s ,  h\~wr ,  ture is paid for largely out of surplus 
pmd& in their *&m. Under b e l y  fmp0*d although the choi.s of generated in the countryside but it is 

imperblh, fom mps direet- tveapons is delineated by the relations spent in the metropolis and in the to~ns .  
ly unb he ccntml of the colon13~ 01 force. Ju some uses. wite s~phfsti- ~ p a t t  horn the soldiers subsbtence, 10- 

Pm=- rated wcapuns prove ~ P P I O P ~ ~ ~ C ~ :  h e  -1 m i l i m  expenditure requires rep& 
in the ewrt of ylus h3.= White Gmrd of Saudi Aruhia has. since. and maintenance facilities, iofrastruc- 

h been -tea with in- 195% made use of Vislmt mm-Port- -- such as roads Jnd telephones, the 
h~er-=p&&t able anti-tank In  others, mm ma~lufacture of uniform, etc. In  some 

(xn w&e, f o m  is di- are designed in the mehopolk W- ad-& uses - India or Brazil - the 
. ' dYY> L& the -dawn of -hips ly for their use, d; the bay- are manufachtred dmestIcdly 

kwah, this does One" still n:anufactured by C h u r ~ m s  fmm imported gem. (Often the cost 
my d h  fronm the of to London (mvned. inciden- of parts is greater than the a t  of the 

poli+iul or strategic object iv~ tally, by the Amei-imn h Inm- totnl system.) of m e ,  the country 
it derives fmm the same causes.  am^^), for the use of Persian Gulf may he receiving foreign miU- assist- 

h the one hand, !nt-ifid idxsnial Shcikh~. But these armies cannot make ance; hut then it is also necfftary to 
mmpfitim may s~mgthcn  the posi- use of the nlaior xvhJch might take into w u n r  the repayment of 
non of local &g on the whittle down their conservadsm. ?is debt as well as the repatriation of pm. 
&, the marginal beme is why, for example, .4ffi* W l e s  fits from foreign o\\ned industries. The 

. mom -rtanr ~h~ p- of a- have so long opposed the fnmrduction military assistance may evenhlalIy have 
does not only channel surplus product of to be paid for with agricultural earn- 
fmm the peripi~cry to the amls prdue- This form of force does not -ssn- iugs. 

.er's, MY. It ol?io helps to secure tily involve capital& relat&ns of force, This fs the mle that the industrial 
supplies of raw nutaials and markets but it is dependent on capitalist tech- m y  plays in the DUoubn of reour- 
for. other commodities. Take the rewnt niqnes. In &?S it corresponds to the m. It is a mle that is not peculiar to 
Americy decision to sell 80 F-14 social formation in which it operates. -S e.menditure. What & arma- 

I fishter aircraft to I m a  It reflects the This is genemlly Jlarscterised by the men& special is their function as fn- 
Wowing pnmer of the Shah of Imn pruduction of one or two G o  wmmo- struiltrnb of h~rce, their use in preserv- 
I t  m r e s  the sulvival of h m a n  Air- dities for export. metimes  by wage In- ing a .  uriili shucture in mhich the pro- 
craft G w t i o n .  without necessiteehg bour and smnetime(ron a sl;lve.or feudal duction p m =  can take p&. The 
additional aid from the US government, based mode of pmductioh The reve- pre-industrial armies their @us 
and this is nxrely its most irnport~nt nue from these eswrt. is spent on directly for repression. The i n d d  ar- 

, feature from the Amcrican point of necessities (where not pnducrd nlonu- mim. like their progenitors in the matm- 
view. And it also h fm~licatiuns for side the exwtt commodity) and on polis, are nrely wd direcrly, except in 
the Inore generaliiyd mmpctition he- prestige gm& and anus for the ruling external war sgninst a -petin% rulinc 
hveen the United Stntes and Eump+ clms. The he are used directly for class with a similnr fonn of force. 
nnd Japan; it hclps to secure US mn- rc.plMliion, to preserve the pmition of When direct repression ir ncctwary. 
tml mer oil and it hrins, in its trail, the ruling Jaw.' Thus the social for- thcy revert to the methods of the pre- 
niarkeb for non-milihry American mation may not be capitalist, in the industrial armies, or to the use of sim- 
a d  More importnntly, perhaps, it sense of employiag capitaltt technt- ple 'intermediatc technology" wuapons. 



jtsicncd in the metropolis, especially perind. aithough its total product was stigious, tu impmve the h g c  of 1111: 
~ l t .  purw,o. '\S in lilt. t ~ ~ c : r ~ , ~ ~ , l i ~ ,  , : ! t ! t P ! .  r~llin!: cl:trq. pnrtl:: p&lliris.;!. I2 

the trllc ngni6cance "i the wc;tpuru atill xi I.I~ O K  3,i(~it.:. LUCLIYU ui p:d?:,: tctt$!a, ~ I I L L ~ I I ~ C ~  ca~ls PrC. 
syst,.nt col~ccpt is politicJ1; it crcatci irtolx i n~r~u i t~b ic  rha~~hutiurr of incu:~rr, s m e d  thc \\"stern ir~l~gl; t l i  ;; mi!itar? 
-,,,ilrnent tu indusUiJtiation, ~ n d .  vils :nutcr. S .  I t  ltnlx~tcc ris-e-ci.7 I fbir i t d s  

more particulnrly, to n u~udrl of indus- had a surplus in its halnnce of t r ~ d e  in~portnnt hecnw ~nkistan was held 
trialiration bicscil on the !&I& of indas- with East Pab-mtan and a a d  together by the ideology c ~ f  Muslim 
tries thnt crcatsd existing militu). -rov:ing deficit with the rest of the alntionolirrn, united against th.  estertlnl 
trrllnulugy nnrl that coodco>n pcriphe- r r~al~l ,  %thi!e Eizt I'.di,!un, fur most of iliniIn cnt.nty. ~Jk i s t a~ i r  I I I < L ~ ~ @ C I \ ~ +  r 
ral munties to an industrial structurn die ~eriod,  hnd n foreign nuplus. In inferiority was claimcd to be ofiset 11). 
that is dccayins hy advanced western other \mr&, earninss fmm East P&i- i s  firepover superiorit).. In IVcstrrn 
standnrds. Thr primary function of the stnni exports to thc rest of the world, conventional trma. ib Patton tanks. 1:. 

indttrtrial annv is nnt u, mnch combat pri!:t:iry mnjtnoditit!q. were: spent oil [:.lO.! Sr;~rii?iiterr nnncd witit i~lissiie~ 
as puliticai intervention. It is through SO&, uften milnul~ctured gwds. pru- and its hcnvy artillery \srrr culisihr:rl 

! the milihry coup thnt the army pre- duced in West P&tnn. at a hishtr to surpass anything puuessed 11). Indiu. 
? s e w s  thc system. The major weapons pdce t h a t  thry would have fetched on ~ n d  this vie\>, was accepted in both 

&y haw prestige signifcmce and they nurid makers. N'cjt Paliiran. in :un, India and Paki~tnn. Finally. in political 
- 

may be used in extern! 1va and, on was nble to spend its earninss frum terms, the furt~r of farm carric~l \\r.t1> 
occasion, domestically. (Tanks and air- exports to East P J k L h  on intporb it an aspiration to the Anluriciut m~dt'l 
craft have proved effective as instru- from the rcst of the world. This pro- OF development. PaLi\t?n's firepo~v*r 
menu of tenor.) But. k s t  and fore- cess ~ ~ 1 s  facilitated by the system of superiority mas. aftcr alt, based on 
most, they orientate the soldier toward iituport lic*.nsinq itlrl foreiyn ehehanqe Amrrian technol~,iv and could be 
a pntticular ~oii t icd tendency. mtioning which f;lvoured industrial upmated bcst in an insritutio~vd fMm-  

The case of Pakistan may he taken wads at the espt.t>se of ngricultr~re. In work based on the .imericm model. 
to illustrate &is modcl.8 Of the hvo this way, forei~a eschnnge eamcd in Pakistan's economic strategy ww n tent 
wings which comprised Pahtan from EaJt Pakistan could be used iS, further book w e  for the h e n c a n  d e v r b -  
fndcpendence until 1971, thc Eastcm the industrialisation of West Pakistan. ment theorists - indeed it mm !ar'3cl? 
wing wns predominantlv agricultural, Not ntrprisinzly, the ewnomic ezpan- devised by H a d  economisn. Their 
pmdncing jute and rice for export, sion \W mncentrated in Wcst Pakirtnn, n h s k  justifications removed the ttn- 
while the WL?tem win8 had a small particnlarly the Punjab and M&. .pleasnut necessity of e~plaining its in- 

* hut pr;ing industrinl base. The East Pakistan experienced d l  and equitable and esploitative aspecrs. 
Mudim Lengoe hnd included tLe PuniaIti srrmetimes uez~tive grorvth rates. The 19Ri war with Indin destrnyed 
landowning clw. the nascent \\'est 3lilitar). cspendibe pl~yed an impor- the system on pakirtnn.s 

l Pakistani industrialists, many oE whom tmt  rolr in this pmmsr. Even before pansion \vas based.s xGt only ad it 
were also lando\r.ners, and the Benffali Independence, tho m): which had dewy the i.-&ological of the 
peasanhy who had opposed their Hindu been par! of the Indim army, was rela- state apparam...but it datmyed . landlords. As scon as these disparate tively "sophisticated". In 1854, Pakistan the govemen~s emnomic sttaNgy be- 
elementa were pulled apart, the prlia- joined the =tern military allivlces cam it t& to the ~ ~ ~ r i ~  dedsion 
~ n t a r y  fm of government begnn Lo SEATO and CEhTO (then the &&dad m ut economic and aid. &J 
&-te and the countw was effec- P 4  shd ~llbsequentl~ received sub- paldstan won the war, t6e nlatter rniqht 
tively d e d  by the state apparatus, the stantid Americnn military assistance. It h, been diffemt. \Tar bet- 
nrmy and bureaucracy. This situation is es:imated thnt two-thirds of Pakistan's ruling classes, the main onpod- 

b 
was formalisrd by the militnry wup of m i l i t a ~  rrquimmrnts were Bnanced by . .ity for the d-t use of industrial 
lp. , the United States. The remaining third -.,, represents an nccelemtion 

The sigaificance of military rule lay dcmestidl~ Presum- industrialisation process, at any rate for 
in the fact that it enabled the govern- ably, the Wter contribution was nlade the victor." Gavin Kennedy has shown 

. , ment to pursue an emnomic policy that by the winS. FM~R. any how the Nigerian wer of the late sk- 
discriminated in favour of West Paki- debt Or imp* tied to the ties promoted Nigerinn growth by 
stan or, mure particularly, in fayour of 8 Beater estellr by restricting pivats mnsm)ttion, impcl&- 
indusMali.u~tion. In the period 155859, the e a i n g s  of East Pakistan. ing import controls nnd injecting rash 
Pakistan achieved very high gmwth The of the m i l i w  emen&t'Jre, into industry. T h e  war imposed eco- 
ratcs ad the share indmw in total hn\~ver .  took ~ l l c e  in \Vest P~Liqtan. nomic discipline and pve impet= 

' . output me sisnifiuntly. This rapid .The forces situated there, to locnl manufacturing arid the nner- 
. marsion achiwed largrly thmu~h  mn["ly lxcnuse I(ashmir, hnt h. gency provided the kind of stimulns h 

the sul~stimhon OF impnrted consumer were trluiP~ed thr economic mtiun-building that seven 
g& hy domestically produced eqd- to, meet a nussian "threaY', yean of independence had failed to 
valents. ~t w a ~  financed by the ensy "hi& ewe tea  in the North West. produce:' IIad Nigeria lost the vrur, 

I anilahility of foreign aid and by a mm- E"t F&istani units. & bd Rises, it would also have lost the oil revenues 
plicnted systrm of indirmt conmls for a the P-Y* did not throuqh which ik "nntion-building" 
chanra.lling rcsotlrcrs from a~riculture rPwive US militai?' aid. mm financed. 
tn industry. It can h shown that more The functiDn of the imported weawns The esamplcs of Pakistnn and Nigerin 
swings were generated in E a t  Pakismu ,ystmus rcnivcd undur t i s  aid pro- arc not isoltud. The 3scochtion brt- 

i 
thnn in [%'at Pakistan and less w;rc gmn~mc m ~ t  primarily milibry. tveen inclrtstrialiwtion, represskm and 
invested in the region. East Pakistan 1icl;ttively primitive weapons like iathis foreign dependence can be found in 
received only 30 per a n t  of tot31 invest- werr wllicient h r  the suppression many Third World counttie.. To give 
ment allocations during the ten-year of riota Their function was p@1y pre- only the enveme cases, Brazil, Taiwnn. 

ZBs 



South Kore~. the Philippirrs elil the gmiacd forcv in alcicty. .;\nit if they du Itlac. Lonrkin, 1%:. 

oil-rich countries of the hliddlo E a t  so. this huvc prntcttnd +:ifrcts on 5 S U L ~  U? rl~i, a:;ltriimt crn ba Ionnd in Albrccht. ct al. ";\mm- 
all chsracteriscd hy I~ish m s  a global scalc; hucit is tlte drpendenm mrnts ind Un~b?rrlcvelopment". 

imports. hizh rates of inrl~titrial $t~a,nih (,L irldt~\lrtJ c<tnxttrie\ tin thu  caport u l  i ie lb .~ i rr  # o r  I'FIICL' Pn,,!o.vul.s, Jli~nlu~y 
& high lcvcls of n~ilitary spenrling. arms anJ on the markets and resources 1974 
Thin can be partly ewlainrd by the secured for them llv Third World 6 These last tnicht he better describ- . . 
d i w t  mle of the a m ~ d  Corcn h1 the 
&cation u? rmuurct-s, ahrurbinl: sur- 
plus prodrict created in the country- 
$Ide and mobilisinp it5 aspcnrlirure in 
towas. But it mizht also be thc result 
of their irdi:cct rule in so h r  as their 
mining ?nd equipment predimoses 
them to support those m u p s  which 
m e  an industrialisation skatem, 
aimed at imihting the structure prevdil- 
&g in the rt~utmpalis, s ~ d  in in ffar as 
thek military and political npacitie 
enable them to main:~ia inequitable 
muditions n e c e s a q  (or such a strategy. 
The R G U I B  are nut necesran'ly benefi- 
dal for developlueot, The bcnc6b 
arcrue to small gro'aps in the toms 
and in the metropolir. Funign depend- 
ence increases, while the ability to 

. "catch up" witb metropolitan countries 
is limited by the fact that the new 
indusk& established in the periphery 
are already on the dsline in the metro- 
polis. If the people in Third Wodd 
countries are to airn s~rinnrilp at indi- 
genous economic and sncial develop- 
ment, they must rethinlt about tbe na- 
ture of their armies and the role of or- 

1 ffirl LielAnecht, "3 l i i i h rh  and 
Anti-blilit.~rism", 1073 translation, 
Rivers l>rcs,. Cit~tltridsc. 107z3. ..... ~.. -.~. , ~ - - ~ ,  . 

2 OE rourac, it could lic arguzd i h t  
the Vietnamese victory was not due 
to ommkation hut to the limits 
of technniom. Liebhnr.cht ar.rmud 
that undcr cipitaliru~, the last class- 
divided society. technolaby would 
reach an ultimnte limit: "We can 
sunnose that the time will mme - 
wk;l if it is far in the ftthlre - 
when technique and the e a q  
dominatinn h? man of tbe most 
powelful forces of nature will reach 
a stage which maltes the applica- 
tion of the technique of murder 
mi te  imuossible. since it would - ~~~ ~~ ~~ 

mean the self-destruction of-jhk 
buman race. The exploitation of 
technical prograss will then take 
on a ncrv~chincter; imm n baric 
plutwranc d v i t y  it will to a m- 
m n  exta t  .b-e a demaratic 
aeneral no nib ill^". 

3 ~ u o t e d  h ~ ~ l f r e d  Wagn, "A ~ f s -  
tow of \lilit~ricm. Civil and .\fill- 
hrv". Revised edition. FM Press. 
N&Yorii, 1939. 

4 Berghahn, V R, "Germany and the 
Apploach of \Vac in 1814", Paper- - 

pcrhaps prclfmtnd w~cid and, ccann- 
mid dwnler. The irreguim gueriila 
bands and bandits of modem 
Bnncladesb m d  Burma mirht be 
pla~qid in a similar cntcgory: 
Tliis model l l n~  rrtl~ch in crtmnlott 
with Terray's <lescriptiun ut Gya- 
niiln in pre-cuk~nidl Africa. Here. 
long distance trade, including m. 
Icd to the introductilm uf slavery, 
alon~sidc a kin-ixae mode o? sitl,- 
sistence production. The slaves 
were used to produce gold for cr- 
port and the revenue \%-as spent on 
prestige gooc?s and suns to npture 
and maintain more slavps. (Terray, 
E, "Long Uiatnnce Exchange and 
the Furn~atbn of the State: The 
Case of .the Abrun Kingdom of 
Gyaman', Economy and Socim~, 
Volume 3, Number 3.) 
This is elaborated at great= length 
in An& and ahldor. "Imported 
Military Technolog m d  Con8ict 

mrcs: The h & d e s h  Crisis Cr"' o 197l", forthmming. 
The war aka demonskated &nt so- 
d i e d  technical advance in modern 
w@aPnnr? is nut related to milihry 
eifectiveness. 
Gavin Xennedy ' m e  Slilitnry and 
the Third World", Duchvo&, 
Jmdon. 1974 Chapter U 



from: Wela, Anti-hkhgo Lawrence & W i s h a r t  1975. I 

THE FORCE THEORY 

"In my system, the rclation between general politics and' 
the forms 01 economic law is determined in so definite a 
way and at thc same time a way so original that it would 
not be superfluous, in order to facilitate study, to make 
special reference to Uli point. The formation o f  political 
relationships is, historically, the fundamental thing, and in- 
stances of economic dependence are only effects or  spe- 
cial cases, and are consequently always facts of a second 
order. Some of the newer socialist .systems take as thcir 
guiding principle the conspicuously mere semblance of a 
completely reverse relationship, in that they assume that 
political phenomena are subordinate to and, as it were, 
grow. out of the economic conditions. It is true that these 
eiTects of the second ordcr do exist as such, and are most 
clearly perceptible at the present time; but the printary 

t must be sought in direct political force and not in any in- 
direct economic power!' This conception is also ex- 
pressed. in another passage, in which IIem DUhring "starts 
from the principle that the political conditions are the de- , 

cisive cause of the economic situation and that the reverse 
relatiohhip represents only a renction of a second or- 
der .. so long as the political grouping is not taken for 
its own sake, as the starting-point, but is treated merely 
as a stomach-filling agency, on6 must be harbouring a 
hidden portion of reaction in one's mind, however radi- 
cal a socialist and revolutionary one may seem to be!' 

That is Herr DUhring's theory. In this and in many 
other passages it is simply set up, decreed,. so to speak. 
Nowhere in the three fat tomes is there even the slightest ' 

11. THE FORCE THEORY 

attempt to prove it or to disprove t l~c  oppusile point of  
view. And even if the arguments for it were as chcnp as 
l~lackberries;" Herr DUhriog would give us none of them. 
For the whole alTair has been already proved through the . famous original sin, when Robinson Crusoe made Friday 
his slave. That was an act of force, hencc a political act. 
And inasmuch as this enslavement was the starting.point . and the basic fact underlying all past history and inocu- 
lated it with thc original sin of iniustice. so much so thnt 
in the later periods 5 was only softened down and ('trans- 
formed into the mdre indirect forms of economic depend- 
ence"; and inasmuch as "property founded on Corcc" 
which has maintained its legality right up to the prescnt 

P day, is likewise based on this original act of cnslavemcnt. 
it is clear that all econon~ic phenomena must be explainucl 

' by political causes, that is, by force. And anyone who is 
not satisfled with lhat is a reactionary in disguise. 

We must flrst point out that only one with as mu cl^ 
self-esteem as Herr Diihring could rcgard this view nc 
so very "original," which it is not in the least. The iden 
that political acts, grand perlormances of statc, are deri- 
sive in history is as old as written history itself, anrl is 
the main reason why so little material has been prescmefl 
for us in regard to the really progressive evolution of 
the peoples which has taken place quietly, in the bark- 
ground, behind these noisy scenes on the stage. This idea 
dominated all the conceptions of historians in the past, 
and the flrst blow against it was delivered only by thc 
French bourgeois historians of the Restoration periodm; the ' only "original" thing about it is that Hem DUl~ring once 1 again knows nothing of all this. 

Furthermore: even if me assume for the moment that 
I-Ierr DUhring is right in saying that all past. history can 
be traced back to the enslavement of man by man, we are 
still very far from having got to the bottom of the matter. 
For the question then arises: how did Crusoe come to en- 
slave Friday? Just for the fun of it? No such thing. On the 
contrary, we see that Friday "is compelled to render cco- 

) nomic service as a slave or as a mere tool and is main- 
tained only as a tool!' Crusoe enslaved Friday only in 
order that Friday should work for Crusoe's benefit. Ant1 

t 
t 



102 PART 11. POLITICAL ECONOMY 

how can he derive any benefit for himself from Friday's 
labour? Only through Friday producing by his labour 
morc of the necessaries of life than Crusoe has to give 
him to keep him flt to work. Crusoe, therefore, in violatio~~ 
of Herr Dllhring's express orders, "takes the political 
grouping" arising out of Friday's enslavement "not for 
its own sake as the startingpoint, but merely us U stont- 
aeh-filling agency"; and now let him see to it that hc gets 
along with his lord and master, Dllhring. 

The ehildish example specially selected by Hem Dllh- 
ring in order to prove that force is "historically the fun- 
damental thine," in reality, therefore, proves that force . is only the means, and that the aim is qconomic advan- ' tage. And "the more fundamental" the aim is than the 
means used to secure it, the more fundamental in history 
is the economic 'side of the relationship than the politicaI 
side. The example therefore proves precisely the opposite 
of what it was supposed to prove. And as in the case of 
Cmsoc and Friday, so in all cases of domination and sub- 
jection up to the present day. Subjugation has always 
been-to use Hem Dllhring's elegant expression-a "stom- 
ach-filling agency" (taking stomach-filling in a very wide 
sense), but nevcr and nowhere a political grouping estab- 
lished "for its own sake!' It takes a Herr DUhring to 
be able to imagine that state taxes are only "effects of a 
second order," or that the present-day political grouping 
of the ruling bourgeoisie and the ruled proletariat has come 
into existence "for its own sake," and not as "a stomaeh- 
filling agency" for the ruling bourgeois, that is to say, for 
the sake of making profits and accumulating capital. 

However, let us get back again to our two men. Crusoe, 
"sword in hand," makes Friday his slave. But in order to 
pull this' off, Crusoe needs something eke besides his 
s ~ o r d .  Not everyone can make use of a slave. In order 
to be able. to make use of a slave, one must possess hno 
kinds of things: flrst, the instruments and material for his 
slave's labour; and secondly, the means of bare subsist- 
ence for him. Therefore, before slavery becomes possible. 
a certain level of production must already have been 
reached and a certain inequality of distribution must al- 
ready have appeared. And for slave-labour to become the 
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i dominant mode of production in the whole of a society, 
an even far higher increase in production, trade and ac- 
cumulation of wealth was essential. In the ancient primi- 
tive communities with common ownership of the land. 
slavery either did not exist a t  all or played only a very I subordinate role. I t  was the same in the originally peas- 

I ant city of Rome; but when Rome became a ''world city" 
and Italic landownership came more and more into the 
hands of a numerically small class of enormously rich 
proprietors, the peasant population was supplanted by a 
population of slaves. If at the time of the Persian wars 
the number of slaves in Corinth rose to 460,000 and in ' Aegina to 470,000 and there were ten slaves to every lree- 
man!' something else besides "force" was required, name- 
ly, a highly developed arts and handicraft industry and 

I an extensive commerce. Slavery in the United States of 
America was based far less on force than on the English 
cotton industry; in those districts where no cotton was 
grown or which, unlike the border states, did not breed 
slaves for the cottongrowing states, it died out of itself 
without any force being uscd, simply because it did.not 
Pay. 

IIence, by calling pmperty as it cxists today property 
founded on force, and by characterizing it as "that form 
of domination at the root of which lies not merely the ex- 
clusion of fellow-men from the use of the natural means 
of subsistence, but also, what is far more important, the 
subjugation of man to make hi do servile work:' llerr 
Dllhring is making the whole relationship stand on its 
head. The subjugation of a man to make him do servile 
work, in all its forms, presupposes that the subjugator has 
at his disposal the instmments of labour with the help of 
which alone he is able to employ the person placed in bond- 
age, and in the case of slavery, in addition, the means of 
subsistence which enable him to keep his slave alive. In 
all cases, therefore, it presupposes the possession of a cer- 
tain amount of property, in excess of the average. How 
did this pmperty come into existence? In any case it is clear 

l 
that it may in fact have been robbed, and therefore may 
he based on force, but that this is by no means necessary. 
It may have been got by labour, it may have bccn stolen, 
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or it may have been obtained by trade or by fraud. In fact, 
it must have been obtained by labour before there was 
any possibility of its being robbed. 

Private property by no means makes its appearance in 
' history a s the  result of robbery or force. On the contrary. 

It already existed, though limited to certain objects, in 
S the ancient primitive communes of all civilized peoples. It 

developed into the form of commodities wilhii these com- 
munes, at first through barter with foreigners. The more 
the products of the commune assumed the commodity 
form, that is, the less they were produced for their produc- 
ers' own use and the more for the purpose of exchange, and 
the more the original natural division of labour was ex- 
truded by exchange also within the commune, the more 
did inequality develop in the property owned by the in- 
dhldual members of Ule commune, the more deeply was 
the ancient common ownership of Ule land undermined, 
and the more rapidly did the commune develop towards 
its dissolution and transformation into a village of small- 
holding peasants. For thousands of years Oriental dcspot- 
ism and the changing rule of conquering .nomad peoples ' were unable to injure these .old communities; the gradual 
destruction of their primitive home industry by the com- 
petition of products of large-scale industry brought these 
communities nearer and nearer to dissolution. Force was 

" as little involved in this process as in the dividing up, still 
taking place now, of the land held in common by the vil- - lage communities (Geh&ferscha/ten) on the Moselle and 
in the Hochwald; the peasants simply find it to their ad- 
vantage that the private ownership of land should take ' 
the place of common ownership.82 Even the formation of a 
primitive aristocracy, as in the case of the Celts, the Ger- 
mans and the Indian Punjab, took place on the basis of 
common ownership of the land, and at first was not based 
in any way on force, but on voluntariness and custom. 
Wherever private property evolved it was the result of al- 
tered relations of production and exchange, in the interest 
of increased production and in furtherance of intercourse 
-hence as a result of economic causes. Force plays no 
part in this at all. Indeed, it is clear that the institution of 
private property must already be In existence for a rob- 

11. THE FOIICI: Tneonv i9.5 

, her 10 be able to appropriale another person's property, 
and lhat therefore force may be ahie to change 1l1n . ~~osscssion of, but cannot creale, privale properly ns 
such. 

Nor can we use either force or property founded on force 
in crplanation of the "subjugntion of man to mnkc 11in1 
do servile work" in its most modern form-wage-labour. 
We have already mentioned the role played in LIIC disso- 
lution of the ancient cqmmunities, that is, in the dirccl or  
indirect general spread of private property, by tllc tmns- 
formation of the products of labour into commodities, tilcir 
production not for consumption by those who ~~roducetl 
them, but for exchange. Now in Capital, Mars proved with 
, absolute clarity-and Iierr DDhring carefully avoids even 

the slightest refcrence to this-Haat at  a certain stagc 01 
developmcnt, the production of commodities hccomcs 

I transformed in10 capitalist production, and that at this 
stage "the laws of appropriation or of private property, 
laws U~at  are based on the production and circulation of 
commodities, become by their own inner and iaczorahle 
dialectic changed into their very opposite. The cxchangc 
of equivalents, the originnl operation with mhicl~ wc start- 
ed, has now become turned round in such a wny t i~a t  
there is only an apparent exchange. This is owing to the 
fact, first, that the capital which is exchanged for Iabour- 

I 
power is itself but a portion of the product of others' In- 
bour appropriated without an equivalent; and, secondly, 
that this capital must not only be replaced by its pro- 
ducer, but replaced together with an ndded surplus. . .. At  
first the rights of property seemed to us to be based on 
a man's own labour.. . . Now, however (at the end of the 
Marxian analysis), property turns out to be the right, on 
the part of the capitalist, to appropriate the unpaid labour 
of others or its product, and to be the impossibility, on 
the part of the labourer, of appropriating his own product. 
The separation of property from labour has become lhe 

' necessary consequence of a law that apparently originated 
in their identity.*" In other words, even if we exclude all 
possibility of robbery, force and fraud, even if we assume 

* Capitol, Vol. I. Moscow 1981, pp. 683-84.-Ed. 
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l 

lhen the modem bourgeoisie cannot havo developed in 
struggle wilh f e u d a b ,  but must be the latler's volun- 
tarily begotten pet child. Everyone h o w s  that what took 
place was the opposite. Originally an' oppressed estate lia- 
ble to pay dues to the ruling feudal nobility, recruited 
from all manner of serfs and villains, the burghers con- 

l 
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increasing through the development of induslry, first 
handicraft, and then, at  a later stage, progressing to man- 
ufacture, and throu~h the expansion of commerce. Daring 
the whole of this struggle political force wns on tlie sick 
OP the nobility, except for a period when the Crown pla-ycrl 
the burghers ngainst the nobility, in order to kccp one 
estate in check by means of the other; but from the mcl- 
ment when the bourgeoisie, still politically powerless, be- 
gan to grow dangerous owing to its increasing economic 
power, the Crown re.mmed its alliance wilh the nobility, 
and by so doing called forth the bourgeois revolution, first 
in England and then in France. The "political conditinns" 
in France had remained unaltered, while the "economic 
situation" had outgrown them. Judged by his political sta- 
tus the nobleman was everything, the burgher nothing: but 
judged by his social position the burgher now formed the 
most important class in the state, while the nobleman hncl 
been shorn of all his social functions and was now only 
drawing payment, in the revenucs that came to him, for 
these functions which bad disappeared. Nor was that all. 
Bourgeois production in its entirety was still hemmccl in 
by the feudal political forms of the Middle Ages, which 
this production-not only manufacture, but even hnndi- 
craft industry-had long outgrown; it had remainer1 
hemmed in by all the thousandfold guild privileges and 
local and provincial customs barriers which had become 
mere irritants and fetters on production. 

The bourgeois revolution put an end to this. Not, how- . ever, by adjusting thc economic situation to suit the polit- 
ical conditions, in accordance with Hcrr Diihring's pre- 
cept-this was precisely what the nobles ancl thc Crown 
had been vainly trying to do for years-but by doing thc 
opposite, by casting aside the old mouldering political - rubbish and creating political conditions in which the new 
"economic situation" could exist and develop. And in this 
political and legal atmosphere which was suited to its 
needs it developed brilliantly, so brilliantly thnt.the bour- . geoisie has already come close to occupying thc position 
held by the nobility in 1780: it is becoming more and mnre 
not only socially superfluous, but a social hindrance; it is 
more and more becoming separated from productive nctiv- 
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ity, and, like the nobility in the pnst, becoming more and 
more a class merely drawing revenues; and it has accom- 
plished this revolution in its own position and the crea- 
tion of a new class, the proletariat, without any hocus- 
pocus of force whatever, in a purely economic way. Even 
more: it did not in any way will this result of its own 
actions and activities-on the contrary, this rcsult estab- 
lished itself with irresistible force, against the will and 
contrary to the intentions of the bourgeoisie; its own pro- 
ductive forces have grown beyond its control, and, as if 
necessitated by a law of naturc, arc driving the whole of 
bourgeois society towards ruin, or revolution. And if the 
bourgeois now make their appeal to force in order to savc ' the collapsing "economic si(uation" from the final crash. 
this only shows that thcy are labouring under the samc ' delusion as Herr DRhring: the delusion that "political con- 
ditions arc the decisive cause of the economic situation"; 
this only shows that they imagine, just ns Herr DRhring 
does, that by making use of "the primary:' "the direct po- 
litical force," they can remodel those "facts of the second . order:' the economic situation ahd its inevitable develop- 
ment; and that therefore the economic'consequenccs of ihd 
steam-engine and the modern machinery driven by it, of 
world trade and the banking and bcdit' developments of 

, the present day, can be blown out of existence by them 
with Krupp guns and Mauser rifles. 

I11 

THEFORCETHEORY 

(Continuation) 

But let us look a little more closely at this omnipotent 
"force" of Herr DRhring's. Cmsoe ensiavcd Friday "sworc1 
in hand." Where did he get the sword? Even on thc imng. 
inary islands of the Robinson Cmsoe epic, swords hare 
not, up to now, been known to grow on trees, ancl Ilerr 
Diihring provides no answer to this question. I l  Crusoo 
could procure a sword for himself, we are equally cnti- 
tled to assume that one flne morning Friday might nppcar 
with a loaded revolver in his hand, and then the wl~olo 
"force" relationship is Inverted. Friday commands, ancl iL 
is Crusoe who has to drudge. We must apologize to thc 
readers for returning with such insistence to the Robin- 
son Crusoe and Friday story, which properly belongs to 
the nursery and not to the fleld of science-but how rnn 
we help it? We are obliged to apply Herr DRhring's nxio- 
matic method conscientiously, and it is not our f n ~ ~ l l  if 
in doing so we hnve to keep all the time within the firlcl 
of pure childishness. So, then, the rcvolver triumphs over 
the sword; and this will probably make even thc most 
childish axiomntician comprehend that force is no mero . nct of the will, hut requires the existence of vcry rcnl prc- . iiiinary conditions before it can come into operation, 
namely, instruments, the more perfect of which gets the 

I better of the less perfect: moreover, that these instru- 
ments have to be produced, which implies lhat the pro- ' ducer of more perfect instruments of force, commonly 

I culled arms, gets the better of the producer of the less 
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one walls of the noblemen's castlcs, 
le, fell before the cannon of lh? 

the bullets of the burghers' arqc~rbusrs 
our of the knights. With the defent of tltc 

clad cavalry, the nobility's supremacy 
the development of the bourgeoisie, in-  

however, cannot make any money; at most it can tnkc , fantry and artillery became more and more the rlecisivc? 
away money that has already been made-and this does types of arms; compelled by the development of artillery, 
not help much either-as we have seen, also to our cost, .the military profession had to add to its orgnniznlion n 

in the case of the French milliards.= In the last analysis, new and entirely industrial subsection, the corps of cn- 
therefore, money must be provided through t l ~ c  medium 1 gineers. 

, of economic production; and so once more force is condi- The improvement of flre-arms was a very slow process. 
tioned by the economic situation, which fnrnishes the The pieces of artillery remained clumsy and thc muskcl, 

, means for the equipment and.maintenance of the fnstnl- in spite of a number of inventions aflecting details, nns 
ments of force. But even that is.not all. Nothing is more still a crude weapon. It took over three hundrctl years 

. dependent; on economic prerequisites than precisely army for a weapon to be constructed that was suitable for the 
I .and navy. Armament, composition, organization, tactics equipment of the whole body of infantry. Ii was not until 
( and strategy depend above all on the stage reached at the.early part of the eighteenth century that the flint-lock 

the time in production and on communications. It is not 
' 

musket with a bayonet flnally displaced the pike in the? 

the "free creations of Ule mind" of generals of genius that equipment of the infantry. The foot soldiers of that periotl 
have had a revolutionizing effect here, but.the invention were the mercenaries of princes; they consisted of the 
of better weapons and the change in the human material, most demoralized elements of society, rigorously rlrillrrl 
the soldiers; at the very most, the part played by generals but quite unreliable and only held together by the rotl; 

. of genius is limited to adapting methods of flghting to the they were often hostile prisoners of war who hnd been 
new weapons and combatants. . pressed in10 service. The only type of fighting in whicl~ 

At the beginning of the fourteenth century, gunpowder these soldiers could apply the new weap?ns urns the tnc- 
came from the Arabs to Western Europe, and, as every tics of the line, which reached its highest perfection nndrr 
school child knows, completely revolutionized the methods Frederick 11. The whole infantry of an army was drawn 
of warfare. The Introduction of gunpowder and flre-arms, up in triple ranks in the form of a very long, hollow sqnarr. 
however, was not at all an act of force, but a step forward and moved in battle order only as a whole: nt the ccry 
in industry, that is, an economic advance. Industry re- . most, either of the two wings might move foru,arcl or keep 
mains industry, whether it is applied to the production back a little. This cumbrous mass could move in formn- 

' or the destruction of things.And the Introduction of flre- tion only on absolutely level ground, and even then only 
arms had a revolutionizing effect not only on the conduct very slowly (seventy-five paces a minute); a change of 
of war itself, but also on the political relationships of dom- formation during a battle was imposstble, and once thc 
ination and subjection. The procurement of powder and infantry was engaged, victory or defeat was decided 

, flre-arms required industry and money, and both of these rapidly and at one blow. 
were in the hands of the burghers of the towns. From the In the American War of Independence, these unwieldy 

l outset, therefore, fire-arms were the weapons of the towns, : Unes were met by bands of rebels, who although not drilled 
and of the rising town-supported monarchy agalnst the , were all the better able to shoot from their rifled guns; 

they were fighting for their vital interests, and therefore 

1 L .  
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did not desert like the mercenaries; nor did they do the 
. English the favourof encountering them also in line and 

on clear, even ground: They came on in open formation, a 
series of rapidly-moving troops of sharpshooters, under 
cover of the, woods. Here the line was powerless and 
succumbed to its invisible and inaccessible opponents. 
Skirmishing was re-invented-a new method of warfare 
which was the result of a change in the human war ma- 
terial. 

What the American Revolution had begun the French 
Revolution completed, also in tile mllltary sphere. It also 
could oppose to the well-trained mercenary armies of the 
Coalition only poorly trained but great masses of soldiers, 
the levy of the entire nation. But these masses had to 
protect Paris, that is, to hold a deilnite area, and for this 
Aurpose victory in open mass battle was essential. Mere 
skirmishes would not achieve enough; a form had to he 
found to make use of large masses and this form was dis- 
covered in the column. Column formation made it pos- 
sible for even poorly trained troops to move with a faiZ 
degree of order, and moreover with greater speed (a  
hundred paces and more in a minute); it made it possible 
to break through the rigid forms of the old line formation: 
to flght on any gmnnd, and therefore even on ground 
uyhich was extremely disadvantageous to the line forma- 
tion; to group Ule troops in any way if in the least appro- 
priate; and, in conjunction with attacks by scattered 
bands of sharpsltooters, to contain the enemy's lines, keep 
them engaged and wear them out until the moment came 
for masses held in reserve to break through them at  the 
decisive point in the position. This new method of war- 
fare, based on fhe combined action of skirmishers and 
columns and on the partitioning of the army into inde- 
pendent divisions or army corps, composed of all arms 
of the service--a method brought to full perfection by Na- 
poleon in both ils tactical and strategical aspects-had 
become necessary primarily because of the changed per- 
sonnel: the soldiery of the French Revolution. Besides, 
two very important technical prerequisites had been com- 
plied with: flrst. the lighter carriages for  fleld guns con- 
structed by Gribeauval, which alone made possible the 

1 
more rapid movement now required of them; and srconil- i ly, the slanting of the butt, which bnd hitherlo wcn quit* 
straight, continuing the line of the barrel. Introduceil in 

I 
, France in 1777, it was copied from hunting weapons and 

made it possible to shoot at a particular individual with- 
out the probability of missing him. Dut for this impmvc- 
men1 it would have been impossible to skirmish with lhe 

I old weapons. 
The revolutionary system of arming the u~hole proplr: I was soon restricted to comnulsorv m r r i p t i o n  (nilh ~ u h -  

I s tk~t ion  for the rich, ~ h o - ~ a i d  lor  their'releasc?) and ill 
this form it was adoptcd by most of the largc statcs 011 
the Continent. Only Prussia attempted, through its Lnnfl- 

I 1ve11r system,H to draw to a greater extent on the military 
strength of the nation. Prussin was also tbc flrst stafc I*) 
equip its whole infantry-after the rifled muzzle-loailcr, 
which had hccn improved between 1830 and l8OO and 
found flt for use in war, had played a brief mle-will1 ' the most up-to-dnte weapon, the rifled hrrrch-lnacirr. , Its successes in 1866 were duc to these two innosn- 
lions.a5 

The Franco-Gcrman War was the flrst in wl~ich 1 ~ 1 ,  
, armies faced each othcr both equipped with brcech-loncl- 

ing rifles, and moreover both fundamentnlly in thc same 
tacticnl formations as in the time of the old smnothborr 
flint-locks. The only diflercnce was that thc Prussinns hncl 
introduced the company column formation in an ntlcrnpl 
to flnd a form of flghting which was hctter adaptrcl to ill(: 
new lype of arms. But when, at St. Privat on August lRw.  
the Prussian Guard tried to apply thc company rolunin 
formation seriously, the five regirncnts n.hich wcrc rhirfly 
engaged lost in less than trvo hours more thnn n ihirrl 
their strenglh (176 offlccrs and 6,114 mm). From lhaf 
time on the company column, too, nrns conclcmnrcl as :I 

battle formation, no less than the battalion colitmn pod 
the line; all idea of further exposing troops in any kin11 
of close formation to enemy gun-fire rvas ahnndoned, ancl- 
on the German side all subsequent fighting uyns ronr l~vtc~l  
only in those compact bodies. of skirmishcrs into whirl1 
the columns had so Car regularly dissolved of themscivrs 
under a deadly hail of bullets, although this had been op- 
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posed by-thehigher commands as contrarg' to order; and iution. What the bourgeois democracy of 1848 could not 
in the same Way the only form of movement when under accomplish, just because it was bourgeois and not prole- 

. fire from enemy rifles hecame the double. Once again the (arian, namely, to give the labouring masses a will \vllose 
soldier had beon shrewdcr than the officer; it was he who i content would be in accord with their class posilion--scJ- 
instinctively found t l ~ e  only wvay of fighting which has cialism will infallibly secure. And this will mean the 
Proved of .wrofm UP to now under the fire of breech-load. bursting asunder from within of militarism and with it of 

ing riness and in spite of opposition from his ofncers he I all standing armies. 
carried it through successfully9 That is the first moral of our history of modern infantry. 

Tile Franco-German War marked a turning-poht of ell. The second moral, which brings Us back again to 
, t i r e l ~  nev  hplications. In the first place the weapons ~ f i h ~ i ~ g ,  is that the whole organization and method 

llsed have reached such a stage of perfection that fur. and along with these victory or defeat. Prove to 
ther Pro@'CSS which mould have any revolutionizing in. be dependent on material, that is, economic condilinns: 

' fluence is no longer possible. Once armies have guns material and the armaments material, ancl 

which can-hit a battalion at any range at which it can e quality and quantity of the populatioll 
be distinguished, d rifics which are equally eflective for and on technical development. Only a hunting people like 
hitting individualxen, while loading them takes less I the Americans could rediscover skirmishing tactics-ancl 
time than aiming, then all further improvements are ol they were hunters as a result of purely economic cal1ses. 

. . minor importance for field warfare. The era of evolution just as now, as a result of purely economic causes, thesc 
is therefore. in essentials, closed in thh h t i o n .  ~~~i same Yankees of the old States have transformed tllcm- 
secondly. this war has compelled al l  continental powers selves into farmers, industrialists, seamen and. mercilnnls 
to intrcdllce fn a stricter form the Prussian Landw& who no longer in the primeval forests, but instend 

system, and with it a military burden which must bring all the more eflectively in the field of speculnlion, where 
S them to ruin within a few years. The army has become they have likewise made much progress in making (Is! 

the main PUrpoSe of the state, and an end in itself; the large masses. 
peoples are there only to provide soldiers and feed them. only a revolution such as the French, wl~icll l~ro%!llt 

nfilitarisn dominates and is swallowing Europe. ~ u t  this ' about the economit emancipation oC the bourgeois fincl* 
I militarism also bears wilhin itself the seed of its own de- , cspedally, of the peasantry, could fincl the maqs nrmics 

struction. Competition among the individual states forces and at the time the free forms of movement which 

them, on the one hand, to spend more money each year I I .halted (he old rigid lines-the military ~oun*rl~a.t? 01. 

' on the army ahd navy, artillery, etc., thus more and more the wllich they were defending. And we hnVc 

hastening their financial collapse; and, on the other hand, seen in case after case how advances in technique. as 

, to resort 10 universal compulsory military service more soon as they h e m e  applicable militarily and in 'fiicl 

and more extensively, thus in the long run making the were so applied, immediately and almost forcibly pr0dhdec1 
whole people familiar with the use of arms, and there. changes and even revolutions in the methocls of h=- 

' fore enabling them at a given moment to make their will fare, often indeed against the will of the army ~ ~ m m k n d .  

Prevail against the mar-lords in command. And this mo. And nowadays any zealous N.C.0. ~ 0 u l d  explain to 
merit will arrive as soon as the mass of the people-town ~ f i h r i ~ g  how greatly, besides, the conduct of a war cle- 

and Country workers and peasants-will have a will. ~t L pends on the productivity and means of commlmication 

this point the armies of the princes hecomc transfomcd . of the own hinterland as well as of the theatre of 

I into armies of the people: tbc machine ref11se.q to work, war. In short, always and everywhere it is the economic 

and militadsm collapses by the dialectics of its own eve. conditions and the instruments of economic power whicll 

l 
I( l 



206 PART 11. POLITICAL ECONOMY l 111. THE FORCE 'MEORY 1CONTINUATLON) 207 

4 help "force" to victory, without which force ceases to be t 
l 

the bow being extended under water into a ram for run- 
force- And anyone ~ h 0  tried to reform methods of ,,ing down enemy vessels. 1t is a single colossal 
fare lrOm the OPPos~te standpoint, on the basis of ~ f i h -  machine, in which steam not only drives the at 
rin6ia~ P*ci~les, would certainly earn nothing but a 

I higll speed, but also works the steering-gear, raises the 
beating.* anchor, swings the turrets, changes the elevation of the 

If we P- now fmm land to sea, we flnd that in the guns and loads them, pumps out water, hoists and l o \ ~ - r ~  
last twenty years alone an even more complete revolution I the boats-some of which are themselves also s!cam-(lriv- 
has taken place there. The warship of the Crimean W@ en-and so forth. And the rivalry between armour-l)lat- 
was the wooden two- and three-decker of 60 to 100 guns; 

I ing and the power of guns is so far from being at 
Ihts was still mainly propelled by sail, with only a low- , end that nowadays, a ship is almost always not UP to 
Power& auxiliary steam-engine. The guns on these war- rcquircments, already out of date, before it is launclled. 

we* for the most art 32-pounders, weighing ap-. l-he modern warship is not only a product. but at 
proximately 60 CentnerspJ'with only a few t38-pounders ( . lime a specimen of modern large-scale inclustry, a 96 centners. Towards the end of the war, iron- floating factory-producing mainly, to be sure, a lavish 

batteries made their appearance; they were waste of money. Tlxe country in which lar!3c-scalc indtls- 
and almosl immobile monsters, but to the guns of try is most highly developed has almost a monopoly of 

that period they were invulnerable. Soon warships, too, the ronst~ction of these ships. All Turkish. almost all 
were swathed in iron nI'Inonr-plating; at flrst the plates ~~~~i~~ and most German armoured vessels been 

a 

were still thin, a thickness of four inches being regarded built in England; armour-plates that are at all service- as #IlmloUr. But soon the progress made able are hardly made outside of Sheffield; of the three 
with artillery outstripped the =our-plating; each steel.works in Europe which alone are able to make thc 
ccssive increase in the strength of the armour used was heaviest guns, two (Woolwich and Elswick) are in Eng- 
countered by a new and heavier gun which easily pierced land, and the third (Rrupp) in Germany. In this sphere it 
Ihe plates. In this way we have already reached armour- is most pulpably evident that the "dircct polilicnl force" 
plating ten, twelve, fourteen and twenty-four inches thick ,.,hic., according to Hem Dllhring, is the "dccisivc cause 
(Italy PmPo*s to have a Ship bullt wit4 plates three feet of the economic situation:' is on the contrary 

on the one hand, and on the other, rifled guns or subordinate 10 the economic situation,'that not ollly lhc 
26, 96, 80 and even 100 tons (Bt 20 centners) in weight, cons~ruclion but also the operation of ihc marine ins\ru- 
which can hurl Projectiles weighing 300, 400, 1,700 and I merit of force, the warship, has ilself become a branch of 
UP to a~000 pounds to distances which were never dreamed modern large-scale industry.. A~id that this is so distm?scs 
of before. The warship of the present day is a gigantic : no one more than force itself, that is, the state, wi1ich l ln s  
m o u r e d  .qc*w-driven steamer of 8,000 to 9,000 tons now to pay for one ship as much as a n.holc small ncct 
dts~lacement and 6,000 to 8,000 horse power, with used to cost; which has to resign itself to seeing these 
revolving turrets and four or at most six. heavy guns, expensive vessels become obsolete, and therefore worth- 

less, even before they slide into the water; and wllicll must 
* This $8 already ~erleelly well known 'to the pm&n ~~~~~l certainly be just as disgusted as IIcrr Dahring that .lhc 

S t d .  T h e  of warfare ia prlmarlly ihe economic way of of l . man of the 'Leconomic situation:' the engineer, is now': of 
ihe oPlea in general." aaid Herr Max Jflhns, a captain of the cenerat S Z ~  a e~Aenllflc lechcre (KBlnlsehe Zel(tmg, Aprll 20, p. 9) 

far greater importance on board than the man of "clikccl 
[Note by Enyels.] force: the captain. We, on the contrary, have absolu!ely 
" Geman anher of 60 ktlograms, i.e., hall of ihe metric -lner4- no cause to be vexed when we scc that, in this com~eli. 

Ed. live between armour-plating and guns, the Wr-  
l 

I a .  
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1 ship is being developed to a pitch of perfection which is 
making it both outrageously costly and unusable in warp 
and that this struggle makes manlfest also in tlie sphere ' of naval warfare those inherent dialectical laws of mo- 
tion on the basis of which militarism, like every other 

' historical phenomenon, is being brought to its doom in 
consequence of its own development. 

Here, too, therefore we see abso1utely clearly that it is 
not by any means true that "the primary must be sought 
in direct political force and not in any indirect economic 
power." On the contrary. For what in fact does "the pri- 
mary" in force itself prove to be? Economic power, the 
disposal of the means of power of large-scale industry. 
Naval political force, which reposes on modern warships. 
proves to be not at all "direct" but on the contrary rnediat- . ed by economic power, highly developed metallurgy, com- 
mand of skiled technicians and highly productive coal- 
mines. 

And yet what is the use of it all? If we put Hem Dilh- 
ring in supreme command in the next naval war, he will 
destroy all fleets of armoured ships, which are the slaves 
of the economic situation, without torpedoes or any other 
artifices, solely by virtue of his "direct force!' 

* The perfecttag of the laleat mduct of modem lndpatry for use 
in navel warlsm, lb d - p ~ ~ p e l &  torpedo, eeems likely to bring 
this lo paw it would mean that the smallest torpedo boat wodd be 
auperlor to the most pwerfol ahoured warahlp. (It Bhould ba harp 
In mind thal the abom waa w~Ittm in 1878).@ [Nole bp Engels.] 

THEFORCETHEORY 

(Conclunion) 

"It is a circumstance of great importance that as a 
matter of fact the domination over nature, generally 
speaking ( l ) ,  only proceeded (a domination proceeded11 
through the domination over man. The cultivation of.land- 
ed property in tracts of considerable size never took place 
anywhere without the antecedent subjektion of man in  
some form of slave-labour or corvde. The establishment of 
an economic domination over things has presupposed the 
political, social and economic dominalion of man over 
man. How could a large landed proprietor even he con- 
ceived without at once including in this idea also his 
domination over slaves, serfs, or others indirectly unfree? 
What could the efforts of an individual, at most supple- 
mented by those of his family, have signifled or signify 
in extensively practised agriculture? The exploitation of 
the land, or the extension of qonomic control over it on 
a scale exceeding the natural capacities of the individual. 
was only made possible in previous history by the estab- 
lishment, either before or simultaneously wilh the intro- 
duction of dominion over land, of the enslavement o€ 
man which this involves. In the later periods' of 'develop- 
ment this servitude was mitigated,. . . its present form in 
the more highly civilized states is wage-labour, to a 
greater or lesser degree carried on under police rule. 
Thus wage-labour provides the practical possibility of 
that form of contemporary wealth which is represented by 
dominion over wide areas of land and ( I )  extensive land- 
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rmlutionarp war, and tn oppnc countet-rodutinnrrp cl.?<' 

w u  with rcvoluilonsry class war. Historg k n w ~  only mn kind% ni 
war, jult and uniurt. We mppon iurt wan and op(ne unlu<r wart 
All mnm--lutiouaq =an err uninrt. all toolutionarr wars a7c 
iun Mankind', a n  of =an will he brought m an end h? nur own 
&mu. and w n d  doubt the war we wapc it pan of the final brtllr 
Bm also bepmd doak the war we I m  will be p a n  d the hiccnt 
and mmt mthlas of all man. The b i m t  end m m  mthlcrr of u n w s  
counter-mlutionnrp wan i s  hanging m us. and the van msiattrs 
of mankind d be unlor .sc raise the banner of n iulr WRr 

The bsnner of mankind'# inn war h the h n m r  of mankind's talra- 
don. The banmr of Olina's just war h the banner of China's salvation. 
A w u  wa,qcd by the at msjmiv of mankind and of the Chinnc 
p q l e  is bcpnd doubt a iurt W, a m a t  lofty and dotions undrr- 
taLiag fm the salvation of mMLind and Chim and a kid= to s 
new in  -Id binmy. Wen human odq a d m m  to the p i n t  
whac daus and mtcl uc d i inaml .  thae mill bc no mow war*. 
cmmlemmlmiomq m m l u t i m a ~ .  o n i m  m iun: that will be the 
PI of perpad  pace f a  manldnd. Our mdg of the kw of m l u -  
tionarg tpdngl fmm the d d m  m eliminnte all wan; hmin lin 
(ht di&.tiDn bw.en ~ommonhu snd all the apldtinn clnrlo. 

3. m I e G Y  1s THB m OP THE UPS 
OP A W ~ ~ ~ A ~ O N  AS A WHOLE 

W- thae W, them h S W l i d o n  M a whole. The 
i d o n  U a mq wa the emire world. mu? colrer 

sa mtim muam, m m, wn m indcpcndmt sldlh m e  or 
m h d r p ~ d ~ t  opndod boa An, wr simation which 
-b a mn*dand~. of its wimt a s v  and 
--form a &r dmotion M a whole 

h.tssk d (ht .d- of mm h m d 9  thme 18- fim 

d M n g  n - thu gospn a dmadm M a whole. The task 
of the dma of mm&m m d  the aienre of tmicr '  is  m md9 
thw h Im dimring a wac h c  S p d a l  rinratimr. 

Wiq  h It n- h (ht commander of a campnian a P m ~ i ~ ~ i l  
-don m rind-nd the h of oatcm m m e  d w '  Bmu*e 
aa sad-diag of the wholholc fndlim tk hsndlinn ol  the Ptn. 
m d  h m c  ih. pan is ~ b O t d i m  m the whdr The view that 
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rrLdon~theopantDa&adfadDnandtholcofiorceimmc~ 
mdbrra6om.mdintherrlptioabamcenJnopmimofsmmfan). 
m d t h o l c d i a p l u m m d + I h . o m m ~ n d i n g o R m o ~  
u * k d t W o m r a h t n r e m i o n o . ( h t m a u n p a a n ~ m d  
deddoe pmblrm m i. &c whole limppicm he L handling and 

h hhmldim & am mast when &n are abundant. 
d ~ e m ~ t h u ~ & a m @ h c m W ~ m p p l i a ~ r c s h o n .  
~ J n W i t ~ - t h e - l s L n g . d . p i c . . d i n f o r m n t i a m a s  
m n n d c f o t i n a m b a g r u a ~ b m i n t h e R d n m r m r h  
m h ohm nn a veq s P i D l l l  manes. It is n - q  fm the 
h @ b ~ m m ~ p D o n n l l y i n a m i n b a a l n h t n a  
ia mfhn. Fm a mi* &A, Jn mon impormat qvmion ir thc 
-on d a dkam .nd imrmamr m d  the adopdon of s whine 
pmlpPmmr Pm a map mcaing. the main thin8 h mobilidnp the 
mnas m d m d  prmias for=& mi& ilopm. And so on 
m d  m frmh In a word. the pdndple h m antre mu snmtion on 
thc impntPm U& \hat hwe S bearing on the litusdon as a -hol+ 

The oal, may m (ht l a w  gossDing a a e r  dmtion sl a 
+L'C h m do w m  hnrd rtdvkhs Pm what pertains m the dtwtion 
U a whole h nm .Lib10 m thc md me can rmdcntand i t  only 
by bnd S i  there h m atkm war. But berausc the timtion 
M a whole h made up of p.m. pmplc 6 t h  a p r i m c c  of the pam. 
d e n 0  of cmpign' d m u h ,  00 .,ad& mamn 01 rr 
&k order provided the, m oilling m think b d .  The problem* 
ef lenaw indude the hclloariag: 

CRiq p q a  mnddwtion m Jn dation b a w m  the 
aemy m d  ourrclm 

G* pmp d p ~ d o .  m the &tim bewm rariovr 
'mpnign. m eprimu apanrirmd slags. 

pmpr mruidnntim m pm which hsrc a 
bearing oa (am decisive fur) the dtuation a whole. 

be sing pmpc. mflaidnntia m the q d a l  featurn mnraincd 
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Giving pmln maidnation to the mbdon b m  the fmnt 

and the m. 
G i k  mmn.idmtion m the dinindon M well an the . conurnton bcnssm Lona and zcplawma, between Wtina  

md mciag. bemem mmmaetion m d  di rpniw,  b m  acuck 
, and d d w e .  bcrrsrm Id-a and mmt. tumm m l n u n t  

and crpanrr, bctarrn the main am& and mpplaacaauy mmc4 
kwrrn u a d t  snd d n i n g  d o n ,  bumem cmnnliad mm- 

1 ~dsnddcanaallscdomrmnkbawmpmmacdwand 
w of quick daition, bavcm p o r i W  w and mDbile w. 
k w r r n m u o w f o u e s d f r i m d l y ~ b c t a r r n o m m i l i t a r y  
urn uul d u ,  bcfwccn Wa Pad I w a  led' ,  bamcm 
h and the nnk nnd 6 k  bFtrsrm old and n- wldim, 
~ t m i m d i u u l m h . b c n s s m d d a n d m d ~  
b e w m , R c d u c p r m d W h i a u r a c . b m d d R c d . r r a .  
d m c u a , b a v c m t h o d d i m L I . a d t h c b m d a . d a  
6 l v c n b u e u r r . b w c c l l t h e ~ r m t a u ~ n d t h e m l d -  
~ r i m o R m d r M c a , h b r s c a n d r r m l l a m p  
formnton*benonthe+um).mdihc~fmccl.& 
~ d ~ t h e a n c m y a n d w i n n t t l g ~ t h e o u r a . k w e m  
crp.nding thc Rcd A m  and mntolidDfing L kwa. m i l i q  
a m k a n d p o l i t i m l ~ b a v c m p m m d p r p m t ~ b u m e m  
q r r t e m a n d h m u e ~ b e m e m l p r k a u M n s ~ o n e n o f  

dmlkl*fmmPmnha.bwonkcdtmnu 
Mdflrddhoa*bwondsilarMdnslidw.kwemone 
M r m d p l m s a n d & . a s a c .  

N m e o f c h e t e ~ l ~ d m a q a l r o i & l c m t h e ~ a n d ~ ~  
" * h u d r r m l u ~ ~ n n d m u t a t h e m . U , t h p t  
h . r o . M n L + t h e h e p M m ~ . p u m c ~ n a r n i n g  
rniUty apcdom m tho MghP plane of p.lnciplc and m k  them. 
O m m a k i n d y i n # t h e p w ! d m o f ~ h m . m r t n & @  

W b b a m r r ~ t h e R d A r m , ? P o r t h e p r n p ~ ~ s o f d d r r a -  
t r s h ~ . W b & p e r m d ~ t h e L P I o f ~ ? P m t h e p m p m . o f  
I p p l ~ b i 1 . ~  

To LM h m m y  mad m apply w h n  oat hu l m d  
f b o v a  hudn. MMT people appear i q x d v c  whea M a g  on 

d m a t i o n , m m t r d b y t m & b ~ c ~ ' h o m d  
~ u + m h u d o n d b l r d 8 e o t d r r p l m i s l q a n d  w h e m m  
b b a d ~ a b r i c k 4 b o r . h . d o a m b m d ~ n o t  
~ m ~ h o r ? ~ p I M m m t b e b u c d ( X I t h e ~  
rcam,osirPacc lad on matidentioa of the m ' s  8- 
hhm as. and their i n d t i -  
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military trimre in rlarsmms or in books, hut a h m  it c m -  tn afv-,' 
fiphcing, mmc win bsccln end mhnr lost thm. Bmh thc ht.rnn 

I war and oor own a p r i r n r c  in W have prmd this point. 
W h m  thm d m  the mtr lie? 
In m l  life. WC snm ask for "on-virtotiooc gmnsir". =ho srr 

. 

fc. end far brwm in hi-. Whntwe can ask fm is emnal* aho  a'r 
bnve end m g d w  and who nam~l iy  win tbeic banln in the omr*r - 
of a rmc. gcaaala who combine wisdom with rmrapc. To bcmme h l h  
wise and crmca~@m~ one mun mcquim a method. a m n h d  tn h? 
nnplqcd In l& m well ar in applying mhnc hm been imrnrd 

WhPt &? Tbe d is m luailiirir. wnc l en  aiqh ail 
upol of the -9 d d o n  and w r  awn, m dimmer the In-. 

ycm& 
&m of bDth l i d s  and m mnkc of thne  in*. - 

~ ~ ? ~ l i r s R  -dt imtcd in many mnnnia p i n t  bmh m the 
. n-iq of a "tlexihic sppliradon of ptio"p1a srcardinp to dr- 
m" Ilwl m the mcnnrm m be mkm in rare of ddcat. The? 
pdm m the hnma in mdp m wnm mmmandu W i n n  ~ b i d v t l ?  ' cmuG&nB midcm h e q b  m, rigid M application of principln. 
.nd m the lmtr in m d a  m m b l c  him m mp with the siwtion 

t Iha h. hm d u d  ilrbieah minaks m elm ttnmpened and - 
W b l e  c b m p  havc acllmd in the obimive drmmstanm. 

Why !m m W v c  mistaka mnde? h m e  the war the l o n o  
i n a a r m s b a a l e u e d i & m ~ d o n n m M t h e m d i t i m t  
of tho &n time and p- be~a(uc mbicaivc dimtmn does nm 
~ m r r r g r m d m , m h a t  mlrh the objective mndiion%, in 

\ mha wads, becam the=& bumem the mbimivc and 
the obiectioe lrat m bcm raol+eople ca. hardly amid mch 

, SICWIOUI ~ h x t m r  they M dohe. b a ~  mme pwpk p m  thrmtclvn 
m c m p e m t  than mbfi:h h any job we d-nd a mmpantiorl? 
h ~ ~ d m m p ~ m g n , i n w w d c m a ~ d m m e s i a ~ r i e r o r .  
d y ,  fcw d d a a  Hae  the w L m bring the mbimivc 

with each mha. 

then thc mbi& cmmpn& with the obido+ t h n  is, the 
corn-ddt rrmanairrance, iudgcmmt and drdion hmc cnr 
-dd mitb thc enemy's lmtal limatlon snd dirpo'itinnr If the 
poim chasm f w  .track b m .a& Qunk m in the hcmt? nnd thr 

~ ~ n t h n t h e p l ~ ~ m . i n t h e p r r o d t n B p m a a F o r m p m r d ~ w i t h  ' ,din. n t das ma with d in .  m if it d w  m  fully 
& m, dm in the Uxht of om 0- h I e d s +  it b c m m ~  aceclran ' m f a m - ~ ~ n ~ d c d d o o c m d ~ t h o a i p i n n l  , pIMmnmmsnthempdmnriaaThcpplnnh~lychankdin 
dmolt cvcq +am, d d m a  it b nco chanped mm~lnel r .  
A r u h m a a + d m m ~ i h c n c e d f n m r h a l t ~ t i m n  
o. b m m msh thea bm who W blindly. will i-(Bbl~ 
mnhLtiesd.snfnnah.WIpnn. 

Thc nhma m l i a  m a -c dw, a runpign m a bnnlc. 
provided he h mode and willing m Ltom. an aperimred milimr). 
m p n d i l l a b l e m ~ l i a r l . h i m s c U w i t h t h e c h p l ~ ~ m d h i 6 ~  
Ioma ( d 4  men, arm* mpplia aq and rhdr m m  Wl!. 
rirh the cb- of the memy fmca (lit* mmmandm. mm. 

mpplio, ra d rhtL mm cofsn md with d l  ether conditions 
m thc w. mch ir ~ l i d c *  aomdo. pgmphf and wcatlrr: 

lvch S milim pill h.s. m beDcr g r ~ r p  in d i d n g  a war m 
M and will be m m  likely m m0 pirmdo. Hc will achim 
r h L ~ m u a l r m g p r i D d o f t i m + b c h m m e m h w r h e  

( ~ m w ~ e ~ I i d d d c d k b o w . ~ t h e I w r o !  
&m, d rrrokal the mrmpdiaicm bcnssm the r v h i i r c  nnd 
the obfaivcThi~ pmon of knwkrg L emcmdr impatpnt: withrmt 
mch S Ions of -mm. i t 4  be diflievlt to mdmtnnd 
.nd tho h of M cab w. Ndtbu a beginmr na a W -  
m wlm S g h  only on pspr - bcmme n d l r  able hieh-rnnkirr \ ommPnda; d y  one whb hn. i d  thnntgb armal khting in war 
on do W. 

M m3mi-y lam nnd ml&nq t h m d o  which 8% in the n e w  o' 
p d n c i p l e n e t h e a p e d c n o d ~ r r a n m r m e d u p ~ p m p l c i r  
famcr or in ou. m rims Wc shmtld d m l y  m d y  th r e  
lasons, pnid for in Mwd, which uc a hai- of p n  mm.  n?t 
h on. poinr But thae h another. WC nhmld put there concluri-t 
m the,= of mtrr w. apni- &tin(r what b nsdu~,  eim;-z 
what a tuclcu. m d  adding wbnt is tpccifically mr w n  Thc iar- 
i s  vcq impatpnc, fm othwisc  wc csnmt d imr  a WE?. 

Rcndiop is lcomiag. but sppiring is aim leamina nnJ thr F-.: 

\ imponant kind of itsming ar that. Our chid m n h d  i. to 1. ..- 
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d a m  &mu& wnrfarr A pnrm who has had no DppDnunin to 
,m m &l mm d m  Imm w u f m  - he ran [cam thmu~h  fighting 
in m. A m l u t i m q  wsr is a m r r  undmakinp: it is often nm 
r msmr of Tun laming mnd thm doinp. hut of doing and then 
laminp. Im daim fa i e l f  laming. Then i~ n @p b m  the 
mdinsq riritian m d  the roldie.. h it is no G- Wall. sad it cnn 
be eicLly dosed. d the v m clwe it is m mke pan in rrtmludon. 
h w. By n y l w  t h  h i t  not cy m learn snd to apply, or m+pn 

I th.t it L bud W l- thomughly and m apply tLilhlly. By u,ills 
th.t d d h  cm W b a o m  m l d i m  we m-. thn h is 
nm diai ih m cmn the h h o l d .  To pm the trsa mmmo m&.%, 

frnoae*rrtlhitmiDdmh"Tocm~thethmholdLmndiffial+ 
m, mo. fa W b l e  provided m .ca m * ~  mind m the mak 

1 dfa(Imlnlcarain8. 
T b c h o f m . l i k e t h e h ~ d & t & , , ~  

~ ~ m i n o m m i n d I o f ~ ~ s r ~ g r m a i & ~  
I themindLobieafrrrPUnrPUnCmuemrrmhwh4thaamklamed 

ami lmopn ind t lda~&dpe&onthem~. idcandths l  
o~~wtid%babofv~Mh&dutheo+ofarrdy. 

i while the mind (the w.ps& m 1M&) alme L the m b k a  -8 

l the d y .  Some people us gmd U knowing t w o 0  d pom 
a ~ g t W I m ~ , d ~ e m t h e n h a w a , m r m d ; *  
m wlw the pmblan of l& and spplylng the k w  of m. 
~ b a s a y i ~ i n t h e b m k d S n a W u T a s t l r r g r r n ~  
n f a l i u o f m d c m Q t o + ~ t h c m m m d t n o p ~ . d  
P can @I m hundred bmla d t b  no &nsa  of dde&",'hich 
r r k n b c n h m ~ l a s c d i c a r a i n s m d m ~ ~ o f a p p l i r u i o a ,  

1 b ~ d ~ l o ~ t h e L n n o f r b e d R c l ~ o f & i & ~ m d  
m d ~ o n m w n d m i n m ~ a r i t h t h o . l a s n i n  
0 1 d c t m ~ t h e ~ 1 . d n g ~ r W e s ~ d n a h ~ e t h i .  

WT. 
WuhtheMghaformof~ebarrrmnationr.rram.dura, 

m ~ ~ W d e ~ c w d 1 0 t h + h d m ~ ~ p p l j C d b , ~  
~mosdsnes,rapall t id. lgmrrptthepmpoaoflchi~ 
vhta'r k themelm. Unqneiambly. viuay m ddea in wu L 

1 
d u u d d  d y  by the be, polidal, uonamic d auYnl 
rsndltimmbDthdda.Bmnmbdrrscdonr1thaLodetamimd 

l 
b,dddP'~mbladvclbnmhdIrraiagthe~r.  h b"pldovom 
m r i a I m , a ~ m p n a n n o t o o a n q t h e t i m i p d m l m p m a l  

m I L L O 1 B m  

- d m a t . m . r t h . p u r f n t h . d - w m d  
m m n h m ~ l a a a a a ) . T k , m t h . h c n f o r a f n t h e  
~ ~ ~ . b r r Z ~ ~ e p o d P r a S * c f ~  
h * p o W ~ ( d i o m + o f t h o ~ w m ~ a h  
m m h i a r i m ) . a ~ ~ m r n u b l e m ~ - l c l d ~  
h t h e ~ . ' l h a d o y y h M s n * ~ p m l a n l n k u ~  
l p p c m d ~ i h c ~ r a s 5 r h c  . f m I ~ a d d s  

/ ~ ~ ~ i a R t a b h f d h o I I ~ m o f d m C h i a o c  
- w . ~ r b b h h c q d ~ w a a n d c 6 t l i r r h  
d h d d c a i f k e m n a u w m c r t & t h e l a d a b i p d t h c  
~ d ~ b a m r m d a P m T . M . n t h e l o d . l m m d  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ C h h q t h . ~ a n d n m d t h e  
C m n m o o i r ( ~ m t h o o o o m o t r h c e h o m ~ c d m u ,  
d ~ ~ e ~ y t h c m o a h n i e h a d , c h c b e n ~  
d t h e r E d i a m k m v i t h m o p . m i n d h ~ ~ o f  
~nnsuddu..thedapiPt.dbpoWpn).thrrmehom 
t h e a a l d d r n n n L c m . o f ~ ~ f . t 6 d r o m o l c a .  
lieacDalt~pmlembtmldthoGmtmmduRmanlrrdthe 
~ . t h e h s m b t n p r 3 . b o l r r S l o l h . n d b o m l ( a o i d t , ~ ~  
t h e - - o f t h e p s n n t n d t l r r l n ~  
the-oftheLtmmpwmanqmdh*&d 
t b + - w d o o m u r k i l s p o ~ ) t h e n d l l m l m d  
L r L d & o m c + m o f t h e ~ e - M d c a n M t h t d b  
d h m m m t k m d d . k m , , .  

T h s m l ~ W U o f l g 4 . q m M ~ ~ y ~  
f . ~ i n ~ r b e ~ p ~ . n d t l r r ~ s c  
d ~ d ~ p u t l o a a t e d ~ a l M ~ ~ m t h . ~ n e n  
~ ~ o m l l e D i d c m d b p p l i s d a n s c d i n m W a l o p  
@ 0 1 1 r W t h c m . H a w m r . ~ r r P o I ~ m f . i * d n t h s  
~ i . S m r r ~ o f ~ b o r m u c t h e b l g ~ e m m e d ~ ,  
d ~ t h e n w d m e b c c n m t h e ~ r r W J n t h t 4 ~  

vc'hmib mmmdmed d. leadenhip of the rrtmiution. 
~ 4 n t i n n ~ m i m n n W U . h h g h r g z 7 m t h e ~  

hubccaat(ledondcrncr.mnsniom.Ihee~cmff.tt&pn.hna 
~ . l o m b m & I & l l l i . m e o f t h e b l g ~ d t h e  
M s M I L u d s . h d t h e d d h c @ d e b u b e a a P m t h e  
b l g ~ ~ ~ t r m l ~ w L l e d b t h e C a m m ~ i n ~ . ~  
h% whicb hu sphllsbed abroltne l admhip  osa i t  ihia h l m r  
ladmhi~ L the b+ impamn~ condition enabling the r r s a lwhwy  
m m k Mied W h  h i r  m tbc end. Wickmt h i t  h i n m -  

1 bg the rnsmial conditions; within thnc limitations, howecr, hc ran 
- 

and must arivc for vio'rmrg. The rrsgc of anion lor s miiirsrr m?" . ir built upon obirctivt mntnial conditions, but on that %!ace t " 
can d i rm  the pcrI-ncs of many a drama. full nf snund a-.,l 
colour. pc- and prandolr. Thenfore, pivm the obimirc mrtrtll! 
fomdationr ir.. the militarg, palitical, errmmnic snd nntuml ' 
di t im,  our Red hr commandera mun display their prnwn, and - 
m m h d  all th& forccl m -h th. national end c las  m m i n  an,! 

, m ~ f a m  this evil -Id H a .  is where rmr rubimivc ahtltrv 
in d i d %  W coo and mmt be d a d .  We do not pmnil 
any of as Rcd hy cmmmmdsl m h m e  n blundering het. 
h d :  we decidedly want - Red Anny commander to k m n c  n 
hno wha fa both brave and i.padrm~, who pourno b a h  all. 
m ~ p l a i n g  mmsg. .ad the abWy m -in meter of the situation 
lhmushrmr the c- sad vidnimdn of the mtirc tsar. Swim. 
ming in the am of war. he not m17 m m  o n  R a n d o  hn must 
make nw of d o g  the appaite a h m t  6 t h  m r ~ s v r c d  smkcr. 
The h f a  d i d w  W mnrdma the M of swimming in the 
.xca. of W. 
b much fm for muhnlr  

THE CHN3S.E COMhWNIST PAR- AND 
CHINA3 REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

Chins's mIutimsrp w. vkich bqlan in ,924, haa pascd t h w h  
rw the h fmm 1924 m 19x7, and the aaond fmm wn 
m 1936; the of DariDnal m l u t i o r a q  w r  @at Japan will 
n w  mmm- In d I  t b m  of im lhis m l u t i a n a v  war has 
kq fa and will b. lmrght no& the leadenhip of the Chinese F" 
W# and io p m .  the C E m c  G m m n i n  P m .  The chid mcmm 
in Chine's m l d m r g  m m impdplim and the fcudal form. 

I 
' Alt- the heecr. b x g d s i e  may mke p m  in the moludnar). 

1 w u  sr mtpia h i n a i d  bno'rmm. p in selfish- and lack of 
political and scmmmic independence mulm it both mmdlrnn ancl 

; tlnnblc m lend Chinn'r m l u t i o m  on m the mad 01 c m  
plae  victory. Tbc mnrra of Cbhdt pcaranln and rrrhan pen? 

d v a b l e t h n t h . t r m I ~ w o t r l d i n r r ~ ~ e d w & h  

T h . C h i ~ C D m m t m L t P a n ? h n l d ~ a m o l u d o m y w  
-1, d malm& d for 6man long pn' haa dnmm- 
rartedmthewhlentt ion16ahLthepople'ahiclrd~nrn 
d ~ i . t h e f a c h o m d t h e m o l m i ~ w a r i n d ~ o f t f i e  
pople'aimaem.ndgmrrptthdrfdLtmmdlibaPloa 

B , i r t m l ~ ~ d b , & ~ o f l n m d r r d t o f  
~ & d h , h a d c ~ d ~ o f ~ o f i n h a d e  
~ l ~ t h e ~ p y o f C h t n h u d w d s s n t d ~ t *  
m l e s m m g h n a d r r d . o f ~ o f p o p l a ~ h m n t h e r o r m y n .  
a P m j t g c n h i n o r h l c b i n e m a r a i n i l s r o o I m i m y ~ n  
bpmotdedtheprertqvLfto~theanrrhrlddoltl'mofChilu 
u t h i . ~ ~ w h m r h e i t b d n g i m n c M ~ . n n t i D n a l m m :  
d thi. prrrcqrdritc L the -of S politic4 ladaship eaicqinu 
the wn6dence d the mt min& of the people d &wen b 
~ l f a r l a y l ~ o f ~ T ~ , t h . p e o p l n a l a p t ~ t h c  
CDmmlmin P y  ~ l .  m m  mad& h what .nl nha a l i t i a l  

~ l r .  W e  h na fm the udtmr. moggla of the (Irinaa 
b m r r m n t t ~ i n t h e h 6 m a n - i t m t l l d b c i m p ~ 1 d M e m  
p s t ~ ~ t h e h a o f t h e m m m a ~ c o f m ~ .  

the h+ of the of chm Twhriur 
d the the" d U li-n the Chinat Gmmunin 
~har~md~oth~aonhthecaaeofthetrmldanv 
m. 'Ihe fmt m thc Zeh" c w a t a d m  of ip)t.w.' which 
d t c d  io tcdoru l- h the &&an R r m l d o t l ~ o  Wer W that, 
immd ot m ddmsfmg the memy'. hkh cpmpaign d "drdrmrnt 
d m&mn". or lost am baac a m  and the Red Arm was 
d m a t  m mm mnarrd n $c callvgd meeting of the 
P o l W  B- of the Cmaa CDmmmce U Tmn" in Jpnusv 
W,. The rcmml par &e Right Rigbrim o f  thPw Kuo-mo in 
~ ~ ~ ~ f ?  whith m m rnrh m -t rhat h u a d a m i d  the dis- 
cipline of the Pmy mod of &c Red h y  Md c a d  auimu l a m  
m prt of the Red &my's mni. f- Bm this am. war slro finall: &. hob m the mnsa I d a s h i p  of the Cnmsl Cmnmimc 
m d  the political m- 01 mcmbm mmmndm snd 
&hrm in the Red Anng. M w n e  all &mac mon w m  harmful 1- 
m party, m om m l o c i w  and the war, but in the m d  or m m m r  
them. and in d o i q  m mn Paw and rmr Red Am? have rtrrlcd them- 
relea md W e  ItiU -. 



The Chiss. Commnnht py hor kd and mtinaeo m l a d  the 
a t k b ,  m.ltli6cmt and viamha m l l a i m q  WU. This .nr h 
not wb the banner of Chicm'a l ibaatim bt hor imemationll -1"- 
d ~ n y  J g n i h  u rcU. Tbe e p  of the mlut i -  p q l r  the 
r m l d o s a u e o p r m o r I . r h c h c ~ t h e m e c o f t h e i s t i - l a m  
nuid m01- W. we .h.II l e d  the Chincrc m l u t m .  m 
it. complnim and am a pmfotmd i d m m  on the -l& in 
r h c E P 1 ~ d i . t h e w ~ l e ~ l d O m d & n y - h u ~  
h I w e n a d a r m r a r r ~ m i l l w ~ u w e I l ~ ~ r n ~ ~  
p o l h i a l U n r . F i i ~ d m l & d - h h . m m a c d o r n  

' m.h@tialmdmiUqliep.Webclimlhst~mnrm.inrhc 
ocwmpoftheru,thoehnwiukhbnha~medm 
d d c W i n n e r d ~ ~ w t h u w e e ~ ~ . m i o ~ ~ ~ . i m o f  
d d p d n s  the mti..l cnem,. Hloluf lu thu anm potitid 
. n d ~ U n a d o l l o t c r ~ m d d n d D p a ~ ~ . n d m o -  
s o i l l r . h n ~ I o r h c a m n o d a m s s l r ~ U n a m m t a r m b n  
Z d t " ~ o a r h c o n a W d R l & t o p p m m n i r m o n t h e  
~ . W k h m l t ~ q M d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
tcndmda rMrh d.my the d r a f D a  and the mluticmi-, su, 
k ~ d k ~ I e m s n b I l r h ~ ~ i f n . d w i n i a i i a  

mnv.m IN antrxs ~~YDLI~DYA.I r ~ r  P? 
. 

, . . . summinpup by k i n  and Sls1in.u their pide. But. this d m  nnt 
m a n  that u. ehould s ~ p l y  it mrrbnicoll, m our mm m n d i l ~ ~ n ~ .  In  
many of in uprm China's moluti- war ha* rharaomirtirr 
dininguishinp it From the civil w in the Sopin Union. Of <rmr*c 
it L wmnp m mke ne s m n t  of thnc  chsmurrinics or drns 
their rrirtmcc. Thi p i n t  hor bem h l l r  bmne out in our ten ,cat% 
d W. 

Our cmmy hor d e  rimikr He did a a  mqpnizc 
chat fihring a&* the Red Arm), required I diicrmt smtwy sod 

i d i R m  Mia fmm h e  wnl in Gghfing m h a  fma. Rdyine on 
hic aupuinriw in &mu mprm. hc mok m lightly and rmck tn 

1 hi. dd methods d w u f m  Thu rsu the m bDth Wore and 

! during hia I d  ' addcma i t  mod lupprrrdon" campub in 1915 

i 
with the m b  tha he m R d  a 6- of d d a m  In the Kuomin- 
PD(~ Umr a m w  m p p d  m the pmblao w, mggatd fits b 

1 rk K u o m f n q  mal Lin Wd.pan and then by Tai 

I Ytn-i ru d r  s a w e d  bt Chin- Kni-rkck. 
! Thtt wet hw Chiaag KPiah+lrh+lrt ORicm' Trniniria Corp at Lushan' 

raw inm .nd hw the new .eartirnaq m i l i w  primipln" i rpplted in rk of m d  mppmrion" 

l aac c p d d  
BE+ rhm thc enemy ctmgcd M. m i h q  pdndpls m 

~ . g i m t t h . R e d A r m r , t h r h c s ~ i n m r s n l u a  
i . l p r m p d ~ ~ w b m a O c d m t h . " o l d p . ~ " . ~ d ~ ~ m  
l m - m i c e d m t h e ~ m n o f t h i n g . r d t l n d m l o i m t h c  

4 cirrommma of ach M. c+ed the u p a i m  pnined 
in the Red h f a  M.mn of nn- bnla. bdinled rhe anmmh 
of im* and the K h *  u well u thDt of the Kmomin- 

I m q  uml; and d a blind eye m the m rraulamv prindpln . ado@ by the cam,. h a &c, all the m l ~ m i i m q  bntn 
c m p t t h e S h Q d - K . n m b o d a u u w a e l a h t h e R e d b w w a r  

fmm m- m a k mo of t h d  the m m k -  
' 

of rhc Chim.. Conrmonbr m fell fmm mpa m a few 
w o f t h o r m a d r . d t h e P y m s p n i m i a u i n t h c K d n a n g  
~ ~ w a e d m o ~ a l l ~ I n s h m . ~ a i d a r o a c ~ l t l ;  
r h f c h a y h i n m l . i n i a ~ l h i . g o q , o f g r o p b a l l e d  
thecodvs bkxist-L&&m, bm m d l y  rbq W o a  learned an 
iota of Mm-Lniahm. Lmia said thp the mcm n m t i s l  thinlr 

'! i. the liviq omt of ~ s n i r m .  L the mnnm snn~yai~ of 

fiialMaum 
C h b h . l ~ ~ . ~ m 0 l & - & h ~ p m v i d + d  ' 

thcac6tmmvhi~theIlrdfumyhuaoan.pdded~l-da 
o f t h e R a l ~ , d r , t h e ~ ~ P y . . n d ~ d ~  
the-rith-dplrridpttiminsmlnth. 
W= W, thcpdoTr tbt th. 6m b & e  of Chide  m l a -  

~ r u b t h n k b w & L o m s m l r n d ~ . l ~ ~ ~ r h  
h & Qrrlopcd p W r  d d d y  and vhich hor 

' h i d y  d-ina z=2z$&-2z%m @kid mm(B 

d a a k r  
~ d ~ h ~ s m ~ h b i g a n d ~ u l .  
H a d o ~ l a t d ~ t h e K m = i - w , m . m ~ d t h c  

uedArn,?Ith.~thahu&poUicnl p w m ~ n d h o r m o r e  
o r ~ e p ~ h I p w a . l t h o r & e d r k r c m p r m d t h o h t l ~ ~  
~ k p d . l l l t ~ I t h U d e d i t . o r n n v h i c h h o r  
h s b e s D m o c O l f a m t ~ ~ r ~ u m 7 i n C h i ~ c ~ a n d  

the llmilt m rk d o  of modem -; *h* a m r  is 
mrtrh bat.. -lied 6 s a p m m  m d  &cl tkm the Red Armr. 
~d b kp tkm M, in Ch ime  himcr. m for maner 
l h a n r h c ~ - d q o t h e . m ~ . T h a e L 8 h t l d a f  
~ - d , e ~ a m , m d t h e R e d A q . T h e  
K- c ~ m m h  thc k q  @tim m lifitclina i. the politiu. -. mrmniruiom m d  mlnm d Chim; it. pticicol m in 
,,a'ioo-ride. 

T h e ~ R e d A r n , h ~ c a n h D n r r d ~ h ~ b i g a a d ~ u l  -. .lb* h the amnd rhnarmirtic d Chinit mlr r t ianav war. 
11 d r  m&a th. milkq opmcima of the Rcd AT diffmnr 
in 9.p fmm h e  d in p r n l  m d  fmm thme of the 
dsil r r r  in the M n  Union m of the Nmrhcm Ercdiuon. 



, The third charPn.rinic h thpt the Rcd Armg is amall and w k .  
Thc Qincv Red Amy. d n g  as ~ymilla unin. came inm 

a being of= thc ddss t  of the Fun G m  Rmht io r r  This o d  in 
a p i a d  of tehtioc politiml and Economic Uabilirp in the 9 
mpialin -niu of the world u wdl u in S poid of r c ~ o n  
in m;". .- 

Our poUricnl pm= cdm in d and hW mmnmiamu 
m m m  con, lad meivm no d d e  help whn-. Economic 
a n d & r a l m n d i l i m i a d m w l m i o l t a r g b M C u e e l u c ~  
~ n p u e d  with t h m  in the Kwminmg arrpl. fhe mlut innars  
area cmbraa d y  tmd dimim and small towns, Thoe nrent W- 

e m c m . l f d i a t h e b ~ ~ a i n p ~ h w c a m g c w n m t u h l a g s  
&~Mm,~ncnvidandnarteti~,mdtheRed@ 
has 00 d r  cmaolidsd ha 

W R c d ~ h r m m ~ y d i t s u m r m p m r , m d h h  
P a t  d i f l i h  in oboinlnS S& mcb u fd. bedding and dothing. 

This dmmuakdc prrprm a dmp m n m n  m the praedi onc  
P m m t b h i h . r p m w u t h a . ~ d ~ a n d M I * I o f t h e  
Red Army. 

~ ~ f m m h h i t P ~ e n g l e a d e n b i p a n d t h e  
O&M red&O#. 

T b h ~ t h t h e ~ 1 e m m a l p t m : o f t h e ~ -  
I t 6 u ~ r l r c m t r m f o n n a . O o t h e m h a n & d P p i n t h e f e p  
h t  m m D . *  mI&v k rsLfng plncc fa. prfd of cescdnn 
fa Chlru w d  thmoBhDmther~pitdinsdd,~ h pmnilc 
becase k is lmda the I d e a h i p  of the Commnnin Pew and km 
t h e ~ d t h e ~ e a t a n n r . ~ w t b h ~ w h a ~ a r a u .  
d l u * ~ & p o u t i ; u y ~ p w c r r ~ a a ; l r t e n d i b m ] ~ ~ ~  
m the cnormm Krmminm8.g rcglm5 while m l l i d y  t h q  p& p a t  

1 d f a t a t l t i a ~ t h e ~ s n r o f t h + K c t D m i n a m n ~ S d u k h . t h c  

"Eh'CIR- AND SUPPRESSION" AND 
COUNIER-CAMPNGNS AGAINST IT 

--THE MAIN P A l l Z W  OF WUU'S CWIL WAR 

J OVR STRATEGY AND TACllCS W97h.G 
FROM w e  maAcrenlmcs 

Thtu the four ptindpl hmckirt ica  of China's m l a i o n a q  war 
arc a w n  icmi.cnldnl munq which is u n m l g  devdqxd polittcall! 
m d  mrmmnicnlly and which h gone through a prcst revolution: a blr 
aad p n t u l  arm).; a d and stgk Rrd &my; and the w c i a n  
m l u h  T h  &mmidcs determine the line fm midinq China's 
mlutirmnrp war as wll or m y  of i n  lmlgic and tacticsl principln. 
It tollwr fmm the k a n d  ffotmh rholartaistia that it i s  possible for 
&Chinese Red Anus m g m  pad ddcnt i n  memy. It follwt fmm 
the ttmnd and chkd rhnnacmtics that it ir impmrible for the Chinwr 
Rcd Arm, m sow W rapidly m ddcst  i u  enemy quickly; in 
D t h a ~ t h c m d b c p m P a n c d l a d m s y ~ m b e l w i l i t  
hmL6andld 

These nc the WO upcn of C3inn.s mlmirmnrp m. -Ihq mist 
shndcnna=&. h t  h. rkrr ere famrnble fncmn and t h m  are 
dlffidtis. lhir b the htndsmsrtsl law of Chinn's mlu t i -v  war 
t r o m ~ & m q m h a i s w r n m r T h c ~ o f w r r n , y s m a l  - 
m km pIOVed the d d k y  of this law. Hc who 6u rpn hm laii- to 
ae tbh f d a m a d  LW -m dim China's m l u t i o n a v  nar. 
mnm* I d  rho Red m viomiu. 

It h der tbt we m m  c o d s  lnrle dl d follwing m m  
of piftciple: 

D d  om sane ochmtim d y .  m e  dm- 
mri.m when on t6t o f f d . r r  mnrersPtism when on the 
ddemk, and nppm fliehtism when shifting from on. place m 

' another. 
0- pkl.h ia d Red Army. while r&g the 

m ~ c h u a c m o f i t s o p a a d m u .  
Opporc pmtrnncd cnmpsigru and a msceay of qttWl dcrlion, 

P m l t q t M t h e ~ o f p m w r X d m ~ n d c a m p n ~ ~ o f  
d e i d m  

o p m k d b a n l e l i a s l a d p o a i t i d ~ ~ a n d f n m r  
I llofd b d c  liaw and mobile 

w e  fighting macl, m mm the -, and tqthld khtine 
m Mnihiia~ d m-. 

Oppose the he of o f u  with m 'fists" in two dim-  
, , d m  n the mme tim+ md qhold the of mikin8 with 

on+"ha"ia~dirrrdonsconctime.~ 

* o d r  mmpd.o mad m ~ c a  wra of b.trlq bi8 and slm11. 
U d  m -mddcmmt md mppmdonW h bcm Wirrll, 

! m u ~ , m c a ~ a n n p a ~ o t ~ c ~ m c t r i ~ i . t h e  
- u . s r h o l , - f h o n s h m q M s n n y h n c  
b = a - T h + h ~ o f t h e R e d A f m f s d e & o f w i ~ s ~  

t o f ~ @ n s t " - ? c d - d m p p r s * o a :  
In the emem,** -&lmacd mpprrnicn- campigm md tkt 

R e d A & s ~ ~ t h e m , r h n m f m m t o f f ~ n h t i l l k  1 dfemivemdddctmmquebothcmplo)ak.ndhacth+rrhsodif- 

& h+ stage d d 1 6 a p i g e  E- "cmidcmem sad 
~ ~ ~ " ~ b u t h s c t r m m a s a . l o d & q d t n n a n o u n  . Iw pdod. 

B s r c p c u c d n l t e m a i m m a a ~ ~ w e m ~ n t h e r r p n i t i o n  
d ~ p a a a a d s w h r r . n d r h a c ~ o f ~ t i n ~ . n * i a r f a n  
obaom m ~ y .  All  em d mpprrnion" CmpSim 
. n d . ~ . g a i a r r k - r r a h b t k t - m l p a m r n o f d c  
w . L I o c h ~ d ~ d m i a t h e ~ o f  fiphtinponrim 
ofdhntstagetoohirb&m~cmpl~tbe&i~winrrour 
d d c m h  md we mca hil off& mm m ddcmirrr. end of the 
I a w d  cmge in which the mem). c m p h  the d d e m k  w i n r t  rmr 
~ . n d w m c s h i l d d w i v e d t h m o R m ~  

~ f m t h e w ~ o f ~ ~ m d a b n d s i t d a r n o t c o n ~ i r r  
of mere rrpcrition hll h diRamt coch himr rhia, mo. is I f a n  and 
obsiolu m cv&wdy. h chit m d o n  it haa kmm. a a l e  that with 
U& mm& sod each cnwrrrslmp.ian. the scule bemmn lsrpn. 
d h a t i o n  mmt mmplirPced m d  the Wting m m  inmrc. 

But this d m  nat m- t h t  t hac  are no up, and downs. h f t n  rh. 
emmy's fifth "mdrrl- and soppmsion" campaim. the Red Atnr  

glatl, d m e d  m d  1 I I  the h e  r- in the muth wnc io.: 



Aim, It w a  wmng m say, i n  the 13th 'encirclement nnd r w n -  
don' -psian which 18 being camid a by mans  of bloddrwse 
d s r e ,  it is impossible fm m m -te with mncn t r a td  f m w .  
and all we ran do is m d i ide  them up fa defence and fm shmt mifc 
thmru." The hemy's m u i ~  of pushing l o m d  I, k m 10 li at  a 
lime Md bnildiw W h -  at m h  halt entirely the -It 
of the Rcd Army's pmaioc of @ting d e f a u k  miom 8t nsg 
m point The The& wuld  e n l y  b e  bem d i f f ~ ~ l l t  
if cot had abandoned the &U o l  point-bppoim ddcmc 
on inmia ha ad, when porulle and n-, hd m m d  and 

i drhrrn inm the mcmg'a hmia t i n a  The principle of c o n c m d w  
of f o r m  is pmcildy the mmnm fa ddcsting the mmy'1 b k k -  
h r e  d 

! TheLindofmnnnwriDnofhwePlhmsccdoclmnmwn 

i the &adoman of pople'a guedlla d a r e  To a b r n d a  n n a U d e  
rmcnilh wadare and *mmmmce w t i d e  riOc in the Red Arm". 
~ d s ~ ~ ~ a d b , t h e ~ i ~ h a n U t e h r + ~ ~ d w c b e t n p m ] r o d ~ g .  
CoDlidmkg the rrrmlndomg par M a whok  the opnnom of the 
E r . o D l c ' * r m a r i l L r . n d r h o . c o f t h e 6 c f f ~ 1 ~ a o f t h e R d h  

1 -lem& mhtr like a mad. &!A nmr snd l& arm, nnd 
U w W &  the thrn iorrodtheRd  Annyathmthcpcople ' s  

I ~ m m i ~ w e w m l d b e U k e ~ ~ w i t h o n l r o n e s n n I n m n c m e  
"amt. Md with q a d  m m l l i t a r p t a r p ~ d ~  when we 
m l k o f t h e p o p l e i n ~ b r t c a r r a a . ~ ~ . w e m e p l l t h D t w e  
blPCladpcopkih.tb(h.maintl l f~ .*thememlh 
s h i d m ~ c h o m b u c n c r  

I t h L L D ~ m r m p l q R c d A a n y ~ m u f m ~  
i n ~ d l r e a i o m r u o t a L l t h e 6 r o f t h e R c d A a n y r h d d  
be commmad. The kind d mnamradDa we ad- is b d  
o o r b e p r i d p h o f ~ a h t D 1 n ~ m r r l s t i o e r n ~ 1 I 0 & ~ a  
t h e b u t l t M d T o c o p w i t h a ~ m c m g m m ~ o n a ~ d  
d V k d ~ , 4 m m t h m l a ~ m d r ~ ~ h I f O s  
~ . k o l ~ . a O m ~ m ~ t t h e t h c ~  
Imde.aUngHd-h~aDeambcrlo ,rg)4&thehbaaleof  
am tim c o m m t d  To c ~ p  with a weaker mcmg m m 
6gbonnbaaldcldofm~impoltaoc+arrtntipcllmprim 
f m c h ~ ~ t m ~ ~ ~ m a o R e d A m * m m  
m emplop! m un HC-WI diddon of 7,mo m m  in 

. c h h Q i q o n ~ a 9 , r W , i . t h e h e ~ o f o m d  

m UOWNNIl 

o r . p a i W w n d a n h d ~ l l n b h h u t & l u d l u  
in d c f m e  

O a e c d t k o n n a a d l a s c h v r m d n i o d t h e R c d ~ a  
@ca, which follm ham the fia that the - h p w d d  
w b n e t h r R c d A a n y b d ~ i n ~ c p r t i p m ~ h t h e a b . m a  
d k u d b a a l e l i m r  

l l t e R e d A r m j s b n d e f t n a a r e d c h r m i n e d b p t h e d i ~ i n  
w h i c b k b o p c m ~ A s b ~ ~ d i r r c c i r m ~ s t d f u . h  
b.ahitar,ueRnidThotrsbthemaindicadondoa~ehenge 
i n I ~ p d o d o f d m a . ~ l M n i s ~ b i t t k . r c o n ~ d i r r a t m D  
m q l h l f & a t w ~ I w h e n w e f i n d n d o m n l r r r c h ~ i n o n e  
d i l u d o & w e r m m m m m P m a h P . ~ a f t a . ~ w e ~ 6 n d ~  
Sdvc1chec tcdInthehemd.c0rra loa thm4~~kmo.  

I a a m o l ~ E h n ( s l l . t h ~ e a a m n b e 6 x d b p n l ~ ~  
whicbwe3LLDthehcintheIheuuldarThediltercaocbuwe", 
~ S o d a A m J m d o t m h t h D t b b n t l e ~ ~ ~ f o f l d d  
u o n r r T h r r r ~ b c a b m l ~ W b a n I c l i n s i n ~ ~ .  
bolwethevidahdaofv imuyanddefaq.d~nndrr tmt .  
p r d r r d o k B m ~ y k u d b a a l e t i ~ ~ u e o h c n m b e ~ d  
h t h e g m c P l m o f w r ~ m a n o n l p w h a c a n - I a m  
amtlcbm~nsaa~.ubthecarewiththeanweRedAany 
in i s  pmm 

P l d d i 0 o f b a n I c U 1 I P 1 ~ m % d 6 ~ i n t k d r c o f o m b a r e  
u c u . O u r b u c ~ u c a m n m l y c l p . n d i n s a n d ~ o n d  
Dften 6s om buc nro fa& d u  rita. Tbia flddiq of rrnilay 
hmLitcly.laoltdth.n&diqofthe(sll. 

PhtidiO In the d in om unitq pmdm t lddiq in all 
W& of rartmaioa in our tmm uau bnrrmuia plam d n g  

mu m om d the &on. Frrqnmt changes of plan M 
dintheday's-t 

I t i s m o m n d s a n m g e m ~ t h t ~ r  We-; 
b u c m p L n a i n g o n k . m l m m t n m h l l l t u i w r n b o m n w ~ r o f  
.dome wicbm n r q  m. mke alum 1 t  lay  tempomy Iluidlq 
ofouronimnmdtherrar-ofaurums.memltamurmdrnw 
up dcPilcd l & c m  plans. Wc mm .dap;-ouc &&g snd our 
work m the h c s m c a  h b e y  m d t  d a m  a~ -11 ar m l w t h  
m .  and bve mr muchip rntims hand,. It i s  only by a m i n g  
olrnelra In mdq't flnid way d liic that tomonw we can l m r e  
d t i o c  mWicy, md m d y  loll mbiliq. 
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That ir uot m ray we must has. nummcsl 8upniarit.1 nn m m  
1 occasion. In &a cirolmwnoa. we may po inm h n l c  with n 

telncip~l~ or abrolorrlv idcrim 1- Take the rare of p ine  in," - 
h t t l t  with a mlativciy infaim fma whm we has. on17 a rnrher mnll 
Red h g  f- in a d n  are. (il is not that we have more my* ' and baot n a  mncmmted them). Tbcn. in m d n  m rmslh the am& 

- 
of the m- in conditiom where popuIar 8 u m n .  camin 
and weatha are greatly in om f m r .  k is of course nccasaq m 
~ ~ ~ a m ~ c t h e m a i n ~ o f o u r R e d A a n y k f o r a l u r p d u a r n c k  

I on a wmt of am h k  of the enemy while containing his centre 
! and M. &er flsnk with m d h  m d d&mo. and in this 

i 
- 

~ v i ~ c o n k ~ i n o m ~ t u p r L c ~ m c k o n t h L s r g m e n t o f  the 
( enemy ilnnk. the pri-le of wing e llrprior fotce @ast so inferior 

force, of luiq the mcmy m ddeat the few. mill apptia. The =me prin- 
ciple dw apptia when 4 go imo bpnle with an aholunly infnim 
f ~ f m " 8 m p 1 ~ w h e n a & ~ m a k a n m T P T * . a f f ~ ~ k o n n  

h f o r t h e ~ m t ~ r h e m n a m r a d o n a f n l ~ f o t c e l m  
ncdon in a sin& bank  arra b mWat m the Iimimtioas of m i n .  
r ~ &  mpptia and biOaLyl f d i d 4  k should be naluatnl d i n e  

- 
m the ihm h a diltamrc in the dcgcc m which 
thac limitations &at the Red Aany and the White army, M rhc 
RedAanyranrtand~hardrhiplrhpntheWhinumy~ 

W a m c t h a k m d d ~ t h e m s m - r b i . w e w m t h e r u l m  
of Chins pl a whole Wo aw the m dtfest t h t . f e ~  - chir we 
n y m a c h r r p a r a ~ c a q k o n t h e ~ T m t l s n o  ionan 
~ ~ d i n B m + C P I t h e m q k b , m 9 d l . o q ~ i m c d w i r h  
o m  way. Howmu, he con d t h =  prevcm om s*mria nm avoid 
kis ir iloaser, bcPme he doc nm Lnmr when Md whem we shall 
u k  ihh we k q  ICECC The Red Army m d y  oprata by 
e n t a c h .  

l S,A- m -7 iwoLmR)Nnrr V*. LtO 

The -mu of the he of "& d a r e "  which dam- 
' ( b d  cot ffi denied thin Illlidin Md o ~ s d  

what the, called "gumillstmr". Those -da who Dppacd 
flddiq msmqed &h sr rho& % were the mlar of n bia 

l a d  the -It m M and immense iluidiw - 
\ t h e W m u L r n s r ~ n d l  

Om men' and peatana' dcmoPndc tcpobk h 6 mte. bm 
md.Ikbm~sM-EcdKedmrr.Todsy4mltinindrcpnid 

t o f m a ~ c d d ~ i n t h e ~ - . r h e f m m d o m p o U t i d a l ~  ' t ltin far ha. 16at of 6 fdMlcdgd wte. om t still much 
~ m t h e m ~ b m h h o o m b c n a n d t a h n i c ~ l a l n i p m r n ~ m c r  

~ i s d v a y i r m l l , a n d o m ~ i a o a m n m h m m d ~  
m lad will s i l l  mt content I ~ I  he h doac no, In definina an 
p ~ ~ m t h e b a r l c d h k c a , ~ ~ m n + r r p o m i l b i r m  
ingm+nltrrrmbm~dlmmnlysdmittheparilh&rnmrol 
t h e R c d ~ . I t i s m m . W q u h a m ~ o f t h i r 0 1 1 t h e ~ .  i thL & chnmae~ t p d d y  cot dbdns&hing feainm. om 
-g print, and o m  matu of d c l a d w  the memy. We lhmld be 
& m d i d t t . b m ~ ~ & m m ~ . I n t h e f t r m r r ~ i r  
p& chPnan d l l  d & n W  h e  wmeihing m be ashamed 
of and m be d i d d ,  bm today k is imnlmble aod we mwt 
& m h  

I I 
r?ght w t m  p con win, m m  p ~ g  whm you coner win" - chir 

b the popular way of d a r n i n g  mu mobile d a r e  mday. There is 
no militarp expect mywhat in the m l d  who appcwa mly d 
khtiog and nd- of mDpina h& k poplc do ar much mosine 
a. we do. We g a d y  rplld mm. time in moving than in rulhtins 
aml d d  be doing d U we h& an avuagc of one k b l c  battle 
n month. M mu "moving" h tm the pmp~ae of "6ghtinu". d all 
mu nratw and muiw M b d t  on "@tins". Ncsmhdnr, there 

timw when k is inaddwblc lm or m k h t  In :h+ fim p l s a  
i t  t inaddmblc m @t when the force mafmnting us is mo larae: 
-d. i t  L mmnimw hdeLablc  m @I whm the fom d m n t i n p  
or. thmtgh m W 1% Is very dose m m h a  a m p  €mu; third. 
i t  is gmcrpliy inndvisable m ftght an acmy  f m c  chet is nm isolntcd 
and is m g l y  mtrmchd; tounb. it is inodwrsblc m continue an 
aesqcmmt ia which there is no p r ~ s p ~ C  01 w m q .  In nny nnr nf 
thnc  simaions we .re pcqsmd to move swap. Such morinn nu.r* 
ir both pmninible and nemrarg. For our recognition of :hc nrcc-ir* 
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of moving S-1 h b a d  on mn recognition of the n o ~ s i ~  of $he 
in& H o d n  l ia  rhc I u ~ i  ch.naaidtic of thc Red 
mobik d ~ n  

Mobile wn&m h primq. but we do m mjcp pmi6onion.l wdm 
whcm h h povible md n-. It shrmld be .dmirrcd &S 
~~1 rsarfu. ~hodd  be cmplopd fm the tmsdm ddenr. of 
~ k q ~ i n a ~ ~ . L t i D . d ~ t h n ~  
ddmdve, md when, dud08 the wasi. 0Emdvs we mmxm nn 
a n c m l ~ t t m r h ~ d ~ a E ~ ~ p . w e h w c u  
d d a b l e c r p a i m n i n d d m & t h e m ~ b , d @ & d  

l -rwehwcaukedopn-enemldda,bio&otmannd 
kin md h k m  thwh fairly rrrll-Imti6d mem, a d  pmttian 
I n b n r h . U ~ o o r e & n a a n d r m + o m i n a d a p l p d o  
inthtr6patwa'elholllb,8llmmId~d~~~shpitionnla?d 
m d ~ w h m ~ ~ p n d p a m i c i t A t t h e ~  
t im+w&weuccrppmcdmhthe&rucofpor i~ay-  

i h n , o t p m r i n a h r m n n ~ r p l p l ~ w i t h m ~ w d m ; d w  
! 

DndnBthcaoycan'dril7w,hwcthn.baonockqawb 
i ~ i n t h e ~ ~ o f t h e ~ e d h , i a ~ n c ~ o f ~  

b d e l i n a . t h e B ~ o f i a b p t s . r r ~ . , m t h e n d d i ~ o f ~  
1 a m r t h i a b p l o ~ ~ ? Y g t h n . h w c b c m ~ l k p d o d  

~ r h o d 8 p f a t h e ~ M o o n a L a m w k o ~ l m a e ~  

z'emss- LSz2cbZ &Z%%LLZdZ 
~ v c q ~ t h c R e d W M n 8 i n i O M a c q d t k  
~ ~ ) . d l l ~ ~ ~ I n t h e b . ~ ~  
t h e p d o d f m m t h e k m t h e f a , t M . d M t h e  
~ r h . n s e t . n d t h e B t d d f * w a m ~ ~ c c d t h e  
F t n P m m m o f t h e B c d W M h c c . w n n d b a a s n a t  
w h h . p o a L t l o n d 4 m m f m . ~ I . t h e ~ ~  
w h i r h ~ r & 8 ~ p a t d t h e d o f e n d o t m t h e ~  
p t h e g l l e r d I L - n n d t h e e 9 a o -  

w e ' c n w ~ t h e m o f 8 o ~ s m g c u 4 t h ~ m t h e R d  
A I m y ' I ~ ~ M d  . wenmnteprrpnrcd 
m g o w a m t h h m r r s s r N E ! Z & d r o d d h  
~ m d b v m f i t l m o m f n m r r w & m h t h e ~ w b + . t h e  
ts&kal m d  m p h t b d  omditiw in the Red Amry hwc 
.h.nseddtheboildh@oftheF.cd~bMm.enpml~mraes. 
in opentionnl direaim nnd W lina tsEU become morr stable; 
t h e r c d b e m m p i t i ~ w d m l t h e f l d d i R o f t k t s n . o f  
m ~ d o f o m c O M a n & n a m t ~ b e b a 1 ~  
d 6 M u y d i l P p p e ~ : m d w e w i n a , l o n ~ a h ~ b ,  
~ t O m h a t l l r m . d u t h e ~ ' l m p d ~ d ~ ~ l y  
- - -- 

A r p r o m t w e ~ p ~ r o t k ~ m - o f t h e p a i o d o f t h e  
d&m of "Ldt'oppmmhx W them bud and W themha 
t k ~ o f m a q o f r b e ~ f a a u a w h i r b t h c R e d A r m l ~  
i n I n ~ b m w b i r h m n w ~ . B m w e l h o r d d k ~  
in & the d d l e  prindpia of urn). Mdiw nnd of 
~ d a m ' o b y w ~ e n d R e d ~ b M ~ d y ~ i n  
oicmduw~mmtmmup~~hgoodfmmthe?m4tina.- 
1 t i + ~ m b i & l y d m l & n n d n d ~ ~ i n m d a m u 4 n  
a a m i ~ ~ & r h + ~ c o d q m d p r r p ~ m g o m m t h e n e .  
a a g e i n e n d ~  
Tk aaging of mobile wmfuc h l v a  m s l ~  problenh nub no 

. s c l m d r n ~  wwmit deEidoa. comhm dimddoE OlmmMd, 
conrcmntio~ rdwna, deplaqmcnt am& amtiS 

rmprirc at.&, @d msdq porido~al ddma, - a m  &on. 
- ~ ~ h d n a ~ ~ t i O r U . ~ ~ ~ d ~ -  
h g t h c ~ b a * g t n g t h e m ~ i n ~ a m n r i t r u h i t ~  
~ o . f d m a t . & , d d c l l a . g s i n a ~ o p n t i D g ~ - D n g D r o a l  
m b. bmatdns ~plntirms, r r m d  opnrion% opra(ia.9 
wi& a re&, the d~f&la lad htlilding ilp m-. Thew problems 
ahiE&~&h~inthehinrm.ofthcRd~~b~camrs 
W@ lhotlld be d o d i d ,  kalt with nnd summed up in the mcna 

R WAR OF QUICI( DeCISION 

A srm&c.lly pmmncd PU and campaigns m banla of quick 
dlbrion no rrpcm of the ~ m .  W, wa miodpla whirb should 
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but we h m  planted m t  Im in the Nonhrrrn and ronsolidatrd and 
developed the Shni-Knnru-Ningsia Border Rqion, mr ba*c arc8 
hem. The thm fmnt a m i n  which fmm the main forret of the 
Red A n y  have k e n  h g h t  undn a unified mmmsnd. =hkh 
is lltlpremlclltd 

Going by rhe naNm of our saalcgg. we msy dm rsy the pnid - 
fmm the dayc in the Chin~kanq M d m  m mc founh mntn- 
csmpsign WM one the pdod of the rifh mumnicnmpsinn 
was m t h a .  and the paid fmm the Lmg March m the pmmt 
h the third Dming the Wd anntcr-mpalsn the coma p l i q  nf 
the pM wm wrongly d i d d ;  E&y we have d y  diacardcd 
the wrong poliq druiag the S f d  m m - p i g n  and 
m i d  the mia and mmo pl iq .  H-. we has. nm 
thmwr om & in the hhh muma~~mpoi~n. nm revived 
merjthlng dw pmeded ir We hwc revived only w b t  war pood 
h t h e p a . m d d i a n r d d d y t h e m L t D k a o f t h c p i d a f t h e  
m . . 
=tw nrpm. Om h iueghiq, that L, d a m -  

trdbioa. lack of onifmmiw, ab8cuce of &a disdplim. nnd rimplc 
muhod# of -4 k fenmm mmmed horn the Red Ar&s 
infnnq, d rad of them were jua what WM needed a t  the time. 
AA the Red &a a hieha we m m  @uaUr and 
cmdondy elimima them n, P. m mat. the Red A r q  m e  
cmrmliad. m m  & m m  dhdplined nnd m m  thorough in 
inoaL-inho%mmtqprLrinEharacor.In thedirartingol 
~ p n d m  we shonld $so 5nd~mUy and d d y  d u c e  loch 
~ ~ m i o s a ~ r m i ~ r r q n i d a t a h i g h a t t n ~  
~cfmal  m wake pmgra, in thir nnd o h i n s a  sdhnmce 
m the old are ~ I c  Md U and m deuimmml 
m k g n r a l e  opcntiam. 

T k  oda upea of 5Prillsirm omdm of the prlndple of 

u r a q a n d t h e ~ & o f ~ - ~ t i & i n b n i l d i d l d i n g t h c  
Red W. In thh hfrconnadon, h ir eqtlnlly i q c m h b l ~  didvan- 
r a g e o r n m d h . r m f i t l m m p r r a m t ~ m d ~ t h e f a c n  
of hirmn, opp~a the madon of whm b d l ,  md rashly lewe 
the Prrsmt Q98e in & m mah blindly tward~ a "am mee': which 
a a ~ b L q o n d r r a . h a n d k a s m d ~  
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, rraloc@.nddrmtl~na~olemph.rirhddlw&sandwbi&m 
.Lo f p p l i d c  h rmClmpliPlia~.n 
Bewr. the deny kue~ m veq rmmg. m i m i r m y  

forro(apd~gred&.mdrtdshdmsmineth+pmnannl 
~ o f o m P U . l I C l C ~ h ~ s d n d ~ d  
-6 dddon" lnmrrad To wage n mnidw vn fox tea 
l a n , u w e h w c ~ m % h t ~ m r p r h i n s f a m h a c o r m n i s , b m  
f o r m i t h l i k t h e ~ ~ r c p m m i n ~ " c i $ n - i e g s d ~ " -  
the -prrrcmnion. d pdiminq -rim, d ae 
dmF-d  - a d a n g p a ~ m e ~ m f + w . N o  dwbi 
d - I ~ h t h e I m m D w i n b e ~ d , . r a l d i l a d c r t h e  
& t l ~ o f d o m P t i c d i n t c m s t i o a n l m n d i t i o m . A A ~ ~  

wkm p B s  in tk W D n n l  and dmat ic  drmtma and 
g r s m & n g a m ~ h r r m b e n i d t t m r ~ ~ o m ~ m r m t h e  
p a  rntc of d w  dcrrlopmau md in isohtiw. Bat we 
lhotlldmacrpallrrarroovcm@r Theasphion m " w i p o m  
t k ~ M m . b w l d a n " h ~ I ~ b u t i t h b d m m a h  
m a a c n p L m m d o ~ o . A . W ~ r a P l o n n r ) . h m b a & e d  
~ - i m ~ p o o 4 c m r ~ 1 m l r m y w w i n  mminoc m 
be n pmmnal om d Chiua'l cemhdonnr). form has. built up 
~ ~ m b r a r h t h e h + F a d l i a M o f m i n H r a a a l u t d  
e a a n a l ~ a . m d d ~ i n t c m o r i D n n l d ~ f m c s h a s .  
c r m h e d m ~ ~ m o s t o f ~ ~ r a P l o n n r ) . f m m . T o  
p m c r r d f m m ~ p d m f a ~ m ~ o f i r m g - t n m  
e h  om of the imporrsm priadpia guiding arr maaw. 

l k r r s e n e h a m o f  BmpailpusmdbauIc1-hcmthepti~ciple 
, h ~ ~ b m q u l c k d c d d r r n Q r t i c k d r r k i ~ a b s n g h t i n  

L.mpn%m, md banla. md thh h m e  u 10 tima d in d m -  
a i u I n n v n a r a w h c l l s ~ , ~ & d c d d o n h m ~ u p l l t h n n  
s m d i n 1 0 ~ g d ~ h ~ w a r L o D m i d a c d h n ~ m f u L  
Chine?. PU. borrrpcr. m m  be hradled a the gmmt patimcc 
d m P r r d ~ m ~ ~ ~ . D r u i a g t h c p r m d o f ~ l i L C n n  
line, m e  people r idbled  om W of doins thin81 0% "shadow- 

&" (meankg om of hghdq - hatt ls  h& 
and fmrh before &n8 on m a r i n  the big do'cs). d a i d  that we 
d m me the oiw of the m i d r m  until m r  hair turned 
white. S o d  impmiencc WM p d  m g  long .go. Bm if their 
Pitidrm had been .ppliod nor m rmw but m campaimcl snd 
h n l n .  t h q  -Id h m  bna pedal,  right and fm the lollnoins 
-S. Fim. the Red Almy has no murco fmm whth m rerimid 
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The Chinese Army 

JOHN GITTINGS 

There m be no saleetion 67 Ckinn Mtil thr militmt, is brought & bralrrr candmf. . . . < -~ ~.,. ~~~.~~~ c. -r.. . . . . . . . . . . 
Propm control i f t l t ~  nili~my m 9  col man izslcnr rroli:olim of  ordnlv go~,trrmPnt, but 
ordo& gaccmn-nl ir &pendenJ m propopn control of the m i l i t q .  China )as ssflopncd af 
Ib hanh of l/# mili~rh in rhr reed part and rttll sufrs ladnv. She m'lI oi[lro:inw to 
safer unless a j h r ~  regime U ubk to dominate inskad;f b d n g - d o m i d  b~ Ihe aril- 
&is&.= 

TXESE words W-: written by the leading Chinese political 
scientist, Ch'ien Tuan-sheng, just over a year before the com- - 
munist victory of 1949. His remarks had particular relevance For I 

the Nationalist army, which had shown itsclf to be incapable of . , 

achieving unity and cohesion cvcn at such z time of dire cmcrg- 
ency. They also rcflocted Cl~ina's recent experience of endemic 
warlordism, which had largcly ccntributed to the failure of thc , . .  .. . 
F.epublic and of its democratic experiment, ?.::d had badly 
inhibited effective rcsistance against the Japanese. Yet although it 

. is the Nationalist army and the warlords whom Ch'ien's remarks 
bringimrnedibtely to mind, hi warning was not without relevance . . 
to the Chinese communists as well. I t  is true that their arm): was a 
relatively homogeneous body, with a long tradition of obedicnce to 
party control and unified leadership. But this tradition might still 
be dissipated once they were victorious, if the army failed to adapt 
to peacetime conditions, or to adjust to the very differcnt kind of 
role which would then be rcquircd of it. Looking back on the last 
seventeen years (in 1966) i t  is a considerable achievement that 

' Ch'ien TG-sheng,  'The Role of the hlilitary in Chinse Government', Pnci/L 
A$&s, Scpt 1948, p.,251. a. aalso the following remarks by Franz Dtidtael, written , . 
in 1946 rChinese l l i t l r y  Tradition: Fm Eufem Sumay, 13 g: 27 hlar 1946,. p. 87) : 
The military unity sought by them [the p r w n t  Chinesc leadem] is not ~r. ly a rnnurr 
o i p W  politics. It depends on a political and xocial systcrn in which n ccniralizcd 
program of Wxntion will replace a local gcntry leadership. Tlx restaration dcivili.zn . . 
controlaver dte army will slsodcprnd not only onan  activc participntien ofthepmple 
in govcrnmcnt but an improvcnlcnts.wirl~in the military L a & & b i p a n  the dtoice of .  
mm of high- education and integrity. Then alone can the Chinese army chaaxc from 
a'dominant factor in the politiol scene to a tmi  and servant of the people.' 
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since 1949 the PLA has, by and large, emerged st~ccessfully from 
this very necessary process oC adaptation and adjustment. Al. 
though the process is still incomplcte, and although many difli- 
culties have arisen and continue to arise, China has at least not 
been 'dominated by the militarists' since 1949, and is unlikely to 
be so in the future.Vhis is the tlien~c of this chapter: the way in 
which the 1'J.A has been transformed from a revolutionary army 
to an established army of national defence, the difficulties which 
this trnrrsformntion has created, especially in tlie PLA's political 
and social roles, and the implicatioi~s of this upoli China's n~ilitary 
strategy. 

CIIINA'S MILITARY GEOGRAPIIY 

Tlie geophysical, political, and economic features of Cl~ina 
combine to lend themselves to military regionalism. Tlie sllcer sire 
of the country presents a problem which is aggnvatcd by the lack 
of good communication from north to south. The best lines or 
communications lie from east to west, along the three major rivcr 
.systems of the Yellow River, the Yangtze, and the West Rivcr. 
Ikoadly spenking, communication laterally along eacll' riwr 
system is infinitely easier than vertically between one &id t l~e 
other. Tlle Hwaiyang mountains seal off Hupeh and the central 
Yangtze from tlie Yellow River plain ofnorth China. Sonth C:l~in:i 
and the \\'est River basin is even more effectively sealed OK fro111 
the Yangtze region by the Nanling mountains. As one gcogmpl~cr 
has written, 'the basis ofthe regional division [of Cliina] is broatlly 
physiographical, i.e. great river basins, plateaux and inland 
drainage basins. Each region . . . is large; some are imn~cnsc ant1 
are capable of almost infinite sub-division.V~e relative ease with 
wliich China could be divided into lateral sections, as contrasted 
with thc conlparative difficulty of maintaining vertical col~rsion, 
gem a long way towanls explaining. the phenomenon of political 
division into north and soutli which China cxpericnced during tllc 
Six Dynastics period, during tlie later half of the Sung dynasty. 
and for other briefer periods. An important sub-division is the Red 
Basin of Szeclirvan, which enal~led the Nationalist government to 
hold out against the J:ipan@e during the antieJapanese war. 

For a rlircarion of llle m y ' s  mlle iin the Cultural l<cvolution sec bdow, PP. 
110-3. 

a ?. R. Tregcar, A Ceograplrp ofChLul (London 1965), p. noS. 
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Otller sub-divisions wit11 significant political consequellees in 
r recent years are the entire north-east, adequately joined to China 

proper by only a narrow strip ofcoastal plain at Shaiiliaikuan, the 
: Ioess region of north China ceritred on Sl~ensi province, wltere the 

I 
Chinese commutiists made their base after thc ~ o n g  h.larcli, and 
the southern coast area of the Liang-kuahg (ICwangsi and 
Kwangtung provi~lccs) where the Nationalists made their last 
sbnd in 1949. Tlie llfongolian plateau, the Sinkiang basin, and the 

I Tibetan highlands also lend themselves to major sub-divisions, and 
raise strategic problems from a military point of view of vast 
magnitude.& 

! ' 

The economic and political consequences of China's geo- 
graphical diversity follow naturally. Centralized supply of food 
nnd provisions to military units far fi.0111 the capital is cunibrous 
tutd nwhard  to arrange. They must therelbre be principally 
supplied from within the;r own regions unless they are to be 
itl:itlcquately supplied and potentially dissident or inclFective. 
l'liis may lead to dissent between military leaders and provincial 
officials 011 whom the burden ofsupply ~vill fall. Nter~~atively, the 
niilitary leaders may tliemselves be allowed to levy taxes in order 
to snl>lmrt their armies. This expedient may solve the supply 
pmblcm at ale price of putting excessive political power into 
regional military hands. This was the case witli the new provincial 
armies of Li Hung-cliang and Tseng ICuo-fan in the 1850s on- 
wards, thc forerunners of Ytian Sliih-k'ai's New Armies and 
indirectly of the \varlords. 

T l ~ e  political consequences are t;vofold. First, China's geo- 
graplly makes for lack of mobility. There is a tendency for armies 

l to assume the static character of a garrison force, increasingly 
identified with the region in which they are garrisoned,' and 
reluctant to move outside it. Tliis kind of reluctance grcatly 
impeded Nationdist resistance first against the Japanese, and 
later against the communists ill the civil war. Static disposition of a 
sll~posedly national army also encourages iueficicncy and corrup- 
tioli amoiig units wlio havc grown comfor~al>le and idle in llieir 
garrisons. Secondly, thc geograpl~ical facts of life make centralized 

' On Ghlncse military geograpl~y sec fwhcr E. F. Carlsan, The O~itlass Amy (New 
York, 1940). pp. GIZ. For gcrieral drwriptioru of Chinese geography,scc 'licgear; 

aLa TL-ccdore Shabad, &&'S Chonping Mup (Lndon, 1956). 
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political control ofregional units a t  the same time more imprtant 
and more dificult to achieve. Even the most impressive system 01 
control on paper may turn out to be grossly clcfective in practice. 

There arises out of these circumstances an inherent contmdic- 
tion within the handling by the central gover~rment of its armed 
forces. The unresolved question is whether to have a weak army 
which poses no threat to political stability, or a strong arnly ~vl~ich 
does so. The point of equilibrium, a t  wlxicli the anny is both strong 
and reccptive to central control, is in practice difficult to arrive at. 
The mcthods employed to exercise control tl~emselves may tend to 
di~ninisll military efficic~icy and to impair the' army's strategic 
value. A relaxation of coritrol may improve this value, but at thc 
price or diminisl~ed political stability. This process is illustrated 
vety clearly by the decline of  he Ch'ing dynasty's military 
apparatus in the first half of the nineteel~th ccntuty, and by thc 
emcrgence of the lierv regional armies in the latter half of that 
century. 

CH'IXG blILITARY POLICY 

The eight hfanchu Banners we;e the di te  figl~ting force of the 
hianclms, and ucrc largely responsible for the overthrow of thc 
hlina rulers and the establisl~ment of the new h,fancl~u 'Ch'i~~r' - ., 
dynasty in 1644. Originally ~r~odclletl upon tile zufi garrison system 
wlliclt the hling dynasty had employed to pacify llanclluria, cad1 
Banner was unde; the.separate-mkmani of a Beile or hlanchu 
imperial prince. It was cxclusively responsible in tlre area under 
its control for civil administration, taxation, and miliiary setvice. 
Once thc new dynasty had been established, liowever, thc Ch'ing 
emperors consistently sought to curtail the BanisCrs1 power. Tllrec 
of the eight Bannen had already passed under the emperor's 
control by the time that the Ch'ing dynasty was inaugurated. The 
remaining five were taken away from Beile control by the Yunp, 

L 

Cllellg emperor ( 1 7 2 3 - 3 5 )  The Banncrs were garrisonetl at key 
strategic points throughout China. on the frontiers, around Peking 
in Cllil~li province, on important watenvays (the Yangtze, Grand 
Cantil, Src.), and in provinces of pnrtieular strategic si:;uificance 
(Szcchrviln. Shcnji, &C.). They were no longer allowctl to control 
civil administration, and tvr:re now a purely military force. Nor 
was t l ~ c  civil administration itself ;~llowcd to control them; a 
complex system of checlts and balances ensured that military and i 
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civil powers were evenly matched. T l ~ e  same balancing formula 
was applied to the division between Ma~ichu and Chinese officials. 
Thus the Banners both counterl~alanccd and were counter- 
balanced by the Chinesc 'Green Standard' provincial forces. The 
Banners were comma~ldcd by tht: Manchu Tartar general, who 
himself sewed to keep the power of the provincial governor in 
check. IvIembcrs VC the Banners were awarded special grants of 
land and olher privileges. They were, however, debnrrcd from 
seeking employment outside the service. Tlie inevitable mn- 
sequence was that the number of Banner dcpendants increased as 
time went on, and their land and pensions became inadequate to 
support them. By the nineteenth century many Bannermen were 
said to be reduced to the slatus of beggan. Hence the isolation of 
the Balmer system as an 61ite fighting force encouraged its own 
ossification aud decline. The .counterbalancing formula also 
applied within the Banner system itself. Each Banner garrison was 
'made up-of a mixture of units from different banners, served by 
thdr respective ba~iner administrations', writes Franz hlichael. 
'Even the hlanchus' own security force was thus held down by 
admitiistrative safeguards that could not but hamper its military 
effectiveness'." 

Tlie last military campaign in which the Banners played a 
prominent part was the Sinkiang campaign of 1755-9. From then 
on, increasing use was made of the 'Green Standards' or Chinese 
provincial troops, until they too underwent a process of disintegra- 
tion similar to that of the h4anchu Banners. The Green Standard, 
it has been written, 'was a great constabulary rather than a combat 
army'.e They wcrc employed in crime prevention and assisted in 
tile transportation of bullion, grain, prisoners, and mail. They 
were stationed in sn~all units throughout Chirla and were under 
the control oftlle Ministry of Defence in Peking. By the timc of the 
1"aip1.ing rehellion iho Grccn Standards in turn had degenerated. 
They were poorly equipped and poorly paid. Their oficen 
cmbezzlcd tlle funds, and padded the pay-rolls, so t l ~ a t  by the 

' In his inuod. to Stanley Spector, Li IImpctanni: and tlt8 flulnni Amj (Scatde, tg~~), 
11. xutii. 

a Ralplt 1,. Po%vell, 77m Rim o f c l i w n  Afilitnry r~rtm, 1095-1912 (Prit~~eton, 1055). 
P. 13. Scr: further ibid. ch. 1, 'The Cllinew Armies l'rior to 1Rg5', pp. 3-50, On the 
1;~~nners and Grecn Slandards. Sce alsu Hriell l'wdrao, TIu Gmmmonl u j  Chitw, 
1~44-rgrr (Baltimorr, 19-23); Franz hticharl, 7tw Origin of bf~uuhu Hula in 01lk 
f~~ltinlorc, 1%~) .  - 
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wake of the Northern Expedition. This may have partly been a 
. result of the purge in 1927 of the communists, many ofwhom had 

great ittfluence in the political structure. I t  is also clear tltat the 
political network could not keep pace with rapid KMT expansion, 
nor could it be extended itito the allied armies of the conlition. 
Furthermore, it appears to have been a casualty of the deliberate' 
switch-ovcr fronl 1928 onwards fiom the Soviet military modcl 
to tliat of Germany. German technical assistance and instructors 
began to mould the Nationalist army, and incruasing numbers of 
Chinese oflicers went to study at  military academies in Germany. 
As F. F. I.iu writcs, 'The outlook of the early \.Vhampoa days 
drifted toxvards a pattern more closely resembling the ortl~odox 
plan of \Yestern military scli~ols'.~ K M T  party braitch& were 
widespread in the a n y ,  but their purpose was to control the 
military leadership rather than to educate. and inspire the ra11k 
and file. Tllis was perhaps the most significant area of differcncc 
betwccll the Nationalist and communist armies. 

O R I G I N S  O F  THE C O M H U N I S T  ARMY 

The CCP was fo~tnded in 1921, a t  a time when the mutrlal 
rivalries of China's provincial warlords were at  their peak. Tlte 
party allied itself with the ~ 6 1 ~  led by Sun Yat-sen, which itself 
was in the process of building up sufficient military power wit11 
wliich to challenge the warlords' rule. In 1926 the KhIT arniics 

1 ' and their allies, now led.by Chiang Kai-shek after the death of 
Sun Yat-scn in 1925, launched the Northern Expedition against 
the warlord cliques and achieved a greater measure of national 

! unity than at any time since 1915. In  1927 Chiang hi-shek, sup- 
! portcd hy the right wing of the I<~IT, conducted a bloody purge 

of his party's left wing and of the Communist Party.10 
The 11:ssoii of this period ofCUnited Front' with the Kh4T was a 

simple but hard one. No political party could elfectivcly survive in 
China without military backing. M e r  a seriesof abortiveattempts 
to capture tuwns or to or~anize urban risings, the CCP's cctitre of 
gravity shiftecl to the countryside, where it was to remain for the 
next twcnly years. At first, in the southern province of Iciangsi, 
wltrre from 1930-4 thc CCP organized a Soviet Republic atid 
held out apinst rel>o:itcd Nationalist 'pacificatiol~ campaigns', 
then durittg the 'Long March' toshensi in the north (1934-6). and 

@ Liu, p. 83. '@See above, pp. 149 ff. 
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finally during the anti-Japanese war (1937-45). by the cnd of 
which communist areas in north and central Cliiila coiltrolled 
son10 loo million of the population," eo~nmunist political power 
depended in the last analysis upon their military strength. l'olitical 
power, as Mao Tse-tung had said, 'growvs out of tlte barrel of the 
gun'. 

By the end of the anti-Japanese war, the commulrist army had 
expanded from approximately 80,000 in 1937 to goo.ooo in 

, .1g+5.12 Communist tcmtorial holdings in north China and Mali- 

i 
churia put them in a powerful bargaining position during the 

I subsequent peace talks with the KMT, and when these broke 
down, enabled them to emerge victorious from the civil war which 
followed (I g4G-g). 

Verv little work has vet been done on the political an? social 
roles &d the essetltial s k c t u r e  of the communist Red Army13 in 
the ICiatlgsi Soviet period. A mass of relevant material waits to be 
examined in the Ch'en,Ch'eng papers and other primary sources. 
By the time of the anti-Japanese war, we can single out threc dis- 
tinctive features of the communist army which contributed materi- 
ally to its success. These were the political c~t l t rol  and education 
system, its social policies towards the civilian populatiori, And irs 
reliance upon popular mobilizatiorl. ALL threc features had been 
present in varying degrees during the Kiangsi Soviet, and had 
.been formuldted even earlier by Mao Tse-tung in How 
far and how consistently they were put into practice is another 
matter. Oficial comrnutiist history claims that during the period 
of the three 'Left' lincs, i.e. while Mao himself was not as yct uu- 
disputed leadcr of the CCP, his theories oil 'people's war' wcrc not 
fully implemented. In  particular, the pcople's militia and tlte 
political structure were allowed to lapse.14 Wl~ile this may well be 

'1 See hbw, p. 226. 
'8 For stiltistiu of conlmunist ~nilitary strength during the anti-Japanesr: war see 

Gittitrgs, 7b Rob of Ilu Qrit~rrl Armr (London, 1$7), p. 303. 
naTlte communist army was oficially known as h e  R d  A n n y  during the Kiangsi 

Sovict a id  dr Long March. From 1997 until the end oftheanti-Japanae war i t  was 
identifi~xl by its two cotoponmtp as onicially recognized in tho Unitcd Ymnt with tl!c 
KXl'l', i.e. tlic Eighth Ko!rte Army h north China and tile Nnv Foerth Arnv in 
c n t n l  China. In 1916 at tl~r start of the civil war it adbptcd thc title 01 PI:c,P!c'~ 
Librrrttion Antay, 1,y wldch i t  has since lrecn knowu. 

'6 Sec the clninl in Libtrafion drmg Doily, cditarinl, I July 1958, 'IIolcl alolt the 
banner of the party committrc system', rltnt the 'system of p a d y  leadcal~ip' W- 

aholirhcd by thc 'tllid Lcfitt linc' d u r i n ~  the later stage of the secolrd rcvohllionarY 
war ( W m .  inSC~llP, no. IBDI). See also crilidsrn d the military policirs of thc tllree 
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an exaggeration, it is reasonable'to suppose that in its early days, 
i and under pressure first of KAIT encirclement. and then of the . , 

Long hiarcli, tlierc were defects in the army's approach to these 
matters. I t  was not until the process of consolidation in Shetlsi 
undcr the United Front had begun that the revolutionary niodel 
for tlic arniy was constructed in all its details. I t  is perhaps signifi- 
cant that post-liberation panegyrics on tlie glorious revolutionary 
history of the PLA hark back almost \vitliout exception to tlie anti- 
Japanese war and 110 earlier. The Long hlarch is citctl as an 
example of heroism and struggle and of hlao Tse-tung's inspired 
Icadership, without special emphasis on the army as such. Simi- 
larly, accounts of the Kiangsi Soviet pcriod use the army's rccord . 

i 
in order to illustrate extraneous themes rather than to glorify the 
arniy itself and its leadersllip. 

The crucial rornlative period of the communist army was there- 
fore essentially tliat of the anti-Japatiese war. This is not neccs- 
sarily to say that without the stimulus of Japanese aggression the' 
CCP ~vould never have been able to reach the take-off point for 
expansion and consolidation, llor that it was ofdecisive importance 
in contributing to their ultimate victory. There is 1x0 doubt tliat 
resistance against Japan provided a common cause with which the 

i 
CCP and tlie civilian population could jointly identify. or that 
the KMT-CCP United Front, which created a breathing-space 
for the comniu~lists in Shensi, slenimed directly from the outbreak 
of formal war wit11 Japan in 1937. But the t;a.ke-off point might \vcll 
hare been reaclicd, although admittedly under much more diffi- 
cult conditions, evcn if tlie circumstances had been different. I t  
was primarily the rectification of the party under Xlaoist leader- ! 
ship, the siniGcation of hfarxism to a more specific Chinese form, ' , 
and the adoption of popular social and economic policies, includ- . ' 

! ing those of the army, which provided the essential basis on which i the con~munists were able to huild. I t  is prohahle that some sue11 : 
process of rectification and readjustment wo~tld have occurred in 
any case, once the Yenan regimc had been estnblished and htao's 
undisputed lendersliip of the CC'I' had allowed him for the first 1 
time to put liis theorics fully into practice. I t  is also probable that 
the political and economic decline of the Nationalist government 

'Left' liner i tr  hlno 'Iktung, 'Resulution on cet~ain qttrjtions in t l~r  history of onar 
party' (ndoptnl by the ml:trgml,th plclnnry &on or the 6111 GCl'cc~~lral conlmillce, 
20 Apr 19.15) (Sclcrted ilbrk, iii (I'eking, 19G5), pp. 205-8). 
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would have continued, although at  a slower pace, thus gcncrating 
popular resentmelit and unrest which favoured t l ~ c  communist 
cause. 

Nevertheless, regardless ofwhat might have occurred, it is a h c t  
that the moulding of the army's revolutionary blueprint took place 
very largely during the anti-Japanesc wv:tr. The vital time-span can 
indeed he narrowed even further, to the 'hard years' of KhIT 
blockade and constant Japanese pressure whicli followed thc 
communists' Hundred Regiments' offcnsive of autumn 1940, and 
which were not relaxed until mid-1944, when Japm once more 
turned her attention to the Iil\lT in central China. I t  was during 
tl~cse years that the main lines ofthe army's social nntl economic 
policies were established, tllat tlie militia and People's Self- 
Ikfencc Corps were put on a sound footing, and that the system of 
political education and control was radically overhauled. 

During this period of revolution, the CCP went a long way 
towards reconciling the three basic contradictions which l ~ a d  

.lrailitionally wealcened and at  times crippled Cliincsc military 
policy. 

(n) MILITARY AND POLITICAL UNITY 

Thc failure of the dcmocratic experiments of the Republic and 
thc growtli of the provincial warlords was primarily d u e t o  the 
lack of unity between China's political and military. leadcrsl~ip. 
Tlic'history of the CCP, however, shows a. remarkal~le lack of 
military-politicil conflict. (This occurred only a t  tiln9 of great 
stress, for example, imnlediately after the purge of 1927 and during 
the '1-ong Mcircli'.) The system of dual party aud military com- 
mand was applied to ~ l l e  Red Army from its outset. will1 political 
groups and commissars down to company icvel. I t  was revivetl and . 
strc~igtl~cned during thc rectification movement of 1942 onrmrds. 
Pcrhaps more important, in the circumstances ofresistance against 
the Japanc?~ and .of civil war, military and political objccclivcs. 
tended to coincide, thus helping to elimi~~ate potential conflict. ' 
Furthermore, almost all the top CCP leaders held concurre~~lly 
mililary and political positions. Thc ycar 1942 also saw tlic intro- 
duction of a movement for 'military dcmocracy' among the army 
rank and file, whose object was to improve 'rcl:~tions 11etwecn 
oficcrs and men, and to create a larger mcasurc of political aware- 
I~CSS a t  basic levels. 
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. ( b )  MILITARY A N D  P O P U L A R  U N I T Y  

I11 imperial China tlie military was widcly held in disfavour. 
There \\,as a saying that 'good iron is not used to make nails;,god 

l men are not used to make soldicrs'. The warlord and KBIT armies 

I did little to change this attitude. By contrast, the CCP made con- 
sistent attempts to promote good relations between anny and 

I : 
! 

people. Theft, rape, looting, enforced conscription, &C., were not 
I only prol~ihited in theory but to a large extent in practice (tllougl~ 

tliere were, of course, exceptions). This policy was not only dair- 
able but vital to the colitinued existence of t l~e  CCP. The corn- 
n~~lnist  armies depended for support and for recruits upon popular 
goodwill. They were not garrison armies; they lived on and in tlie 
countryside. Peasant opposition would make their situation untcn- 
able. The army must live among the people, in Xlao's simile, 'm 
the fish swim in xvatcr'. During the worst years of the anti- 
Japanese war, regular army units turned from fighting to the fields 
'with a hoe in one hand and a gun in the other', and were exhorted 
to nmkc t~~cmselves econon~ically self-suficient. Special proccdurcs 
were also created to ensure that civilian grievances against t l~c  
army were remedied. 

(C) P O P U L A R  S I O B I L I Z A T I O N  

Another characteristic of imperial and Nationalist China wasa 
reluctance to put arms in the hands of the peasantry. Such arms 
.had a habit of being turned against their tlonon. In the early days 
of the CCP tliere was a. similar reluctance. But during the anti- 
Japanese war, popular guerrilla and militia forces played an. 
increasingly iinportarit role in regional dcfence. 

Regular army units were subject to transfer from one com- 
munist area to another. But wvitl~in each area a 1oc:tl guerrilla 
force was organized to a strength of as much as 50 per ccntof the 
regular forces. In addition, an armcd militia force of approxi- 
mately 5 per ccnt of the population was responsib1c for irrternac 
security, sabotage atid local defence against the Japanese. This 
was supplemented by the People's Self-Dcfcnce Corps-numl~er- 
ing some 10 per ccnt of the pol~ul:ltion, which was primarily a 
civil defence organization. These popt~lar organizations also pro- 
vided a reservoir of manpower for the regular artny.'S 

"For nmre detailed discussion of tltc n1ilit:try-political and military-popular 
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L I B E R A T I O N  A N D  AFTER 

'Thus in ~gqg,  when the Chinese communists came to power, 
their military machine was in much better shape and more firmly 
under their control tllan those of most otl~cr revolutionary move- 
ments. Its loyalty to the Com~n~~nist  Party and the machinery for 
enforcing it had been tested by twenty yean of civil war. I t  was a 
llomogeneous body with traditions and a nlystique of its own, and 
it could draw upon a considerable reserve of popular goodwill and 
support. Ncverthcless, by the very act of victory, it entered upon a 
r~crv.phase and a new role in which it had little or no experience. 
Ily exchauging its revolutionary role for onc of national dcfence, it 
scvcrcd the most important bond of unity with the Com~nunist 
IJar~y and with tllc people-the sense of conunon identity and 
struggle which had permeated the communist areas and linked 
army, party, and people together in the rev.olutionary period. It 
was not simply a question of l~ow the army would adapt to its new 
rolc as guardian of China's national defcncc; it was also a questior~ 
of how the party leadership itself would view the army's status and 
position in the People's Republic. 

Onc ofthe special features of China since 1949 is the way.in 
wllicli policies once formulated are applied across tlie hoard to all 
scctors of society and at all levels of organization. I t  is illerefore 
r:strcmely dificult to talk about the Comtnunist Pacy's policy 
iowirds the army--or towards any other professional group in 
Cl~inlr--in isolation from its nation-wide policy at any particular 
timc. The structure of the policy-making hierarchy is a vertical 
one, will1 the ceutral co~nmittce at its apex. Any decision of the 
ccntml committee wliich is remotely relevant to society at l a r g o  
;md there arc very few which are not-will be passed down 
tl~rougl~ the usual channels to the General Political Department of 
tllc PLA for implementation. This would apply equally to, fur 
instancc, a dccision to promote the study of the walks of Chairman 
Mao, and to a dccision to promote a movemcnt for thc destruction 
of flies, sparrows, and other pests. 

I t  is therefore more than usually fruitless to talk ahout 'military 
policy' in a mcnum. Onc can only trtlk ahout military policy 
as a component part of tlie totality of policy forn!:.!:~tion. This 

relationshipi and of popular mobilization, during the anti-Japancne war, see Gil l i i l~ ,  
pp. 4861,111-16. 

- 
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indeed is the key to our underst~nding of the mlc of the PLA, 
as its story since 1949 is to a large estent the story of the way in 
\vIiich its owri priorities, rlemancls, and reqoirements have at 
somc times coincided with overall policy and at  other times have 
conflicted with it. There are also occasions when military con- 
sideratiolis play ihe decisive part in the fo'orniulalion of overall 
policy. On otl~er occasions, ~nilitaryconsideratio~ls appear to have 
been devalucd or even sliclvcd. 

Bearing this in mind, we can identify two basic sets of policies 
which 11avc aflizcted the PM's rolc since 1949. The first set of 
policics pl;tces top priority upon politico-military goals, either 
intcrnally, or rnqre usually ill foreign policy. This was the situntio~l 
during the Korean war, when all other aspects of Chinese policy 
wcre sul~nrclinntctl to the needs of the Korean front. The secorld 
and nlorc frcqucnt set of policies places the higher priority on 
domrstic politico-economic goals. This was the case during the 
Groat Leap Forward, when the PLk's requirernents were sub- 
onli~l;itctl :tlmost entirely to lhose of the great econ6mic and social 
revolution wllicl~ swept t l ~ c  Chinese countryside. There are also 
periods of rclalivc equilibrium ~ v l ~ e n  overall policy is neither 
domir~ntrd by military reqirircments nor does it conflict \vit11 them 
to any signiliciint degree. 

figainst tl~is variable background of the chariging status of the 
arllleti forces on thc ladder of policy priorities, we cziti set the 
permanent factors \vhich affect the role of the PLA in China. 
Firstly, its internal Iicrrltl~ in terms ofmorale and rclatio~ls bctwccn 
enlisted men and ofticers, which affccts its perlirrmance and loyalty 
to thc govcrnment. Secondly, its relations with the Conimll;iist 
Party, both betwee11 its peiinnel ant1 those of the party, a r~d  in its 
uliderstanding of and support for particular party policies. 
Thirdly, its relations with the civilian population, the strain 
\vhicli it throws upon civilian resources, or ~11c way in tvhich sucl~ 
strain is :illcviatcd; and the social populnrity.wl~idi it enjoys or. 
the hostility or apntliy which it arot~scs. These are the permanent 
factors ~vhich, as has hecn pointed out, arc inlierent in the role of 
any Chinese army.lB 

" It shoulcl be added th:tt the intcmela~ionrhip ot the ahovr-mentioned pcmnen t  
laclurs and variable Luckground raises some problrms. One wottkl assume, Cur iuswnce 
lllal :clilliota lut%vccn the army and the poplc were good during thc Korcan war 
and bad in rubrequent ).cam, since liltle eriticiun is voiced oi them until the war is 
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I t  may therefore be useful to look first of all at the way in which 
military policy has internleshcd with national policy si~ice 1949, 
and the difficulties which this hascreated: Secondly, we d ~ a l l  
consider the exact relations between the army and tlic people. 
within the army itself, and between the army and party. O r  to use 

1 the short-hand pl~rases ernployed in Chinese: army-pcople. 
! officer--men, and army-party relations. 

TIIE P L A  A N D  N A T I O N A L  P O L I C Y  

If a graph were constructed of the PLA's position in l l~e  order of 
uriorities since IOAO. it would show a series of ~vdves-a short d i ~  .~ d..,. 

during the first l~alfof 19j0, rvl~en plans wcre lrcgun li>r its partici- 
I patio11 in prorluction work nr~d for p;irticil demobilizatio~~, fi)llo\ved 

l by a sv;if;rise to an all-time high priority peak t h i n g  the Korean 
war. The line descends very gradually and almost imperceptibly 
in 1954-5, the period when the army was being reorganized along 

!. the So\:iet model, altl~ough its nceds were no longer of such para- 
mount inlportancc as during the Korcan war. From r 956 .to 1959 
the line descends at  an increasingly sharper angle, as evcr more 
demands are made upon it for participation in non-military tasks, 
and its professional status comes under. critical scrutiny. The 

l 
I 

period 1958-9 sees an all-time low, with the PLA heavily criticized 
for alleged 'deviations', and the hliuister of Defcncc lii~nsclf dis- I niisscd for 5 g h t  opporluiiism' in September of 1959. Since 1959, 

.l undcr the new AIinister Lin ~ i a o ,  the graph has shown a steady 
impro~ement, until by 1964 the cntire Chinese nation was 
exhorted to 'learn from the achievements of the P M .  Political 
control of the PLA, and its participation in lion-military tasks, 

, conti~lued to be insisted upon, yet these demands on i t  were 
harmonized with i b  own requirements in sucll a way as to avoid 
excessive strain between tlic two. By 1964 the graph could bc said 
to have roachcd a temporary state of equilibrium, altllough by 
1965-6 it -was again starting to show signs ofiml>nlance. 

To recapitulate the course of events outlir~cd above in more 
dctail: After liberation in the antumn of 1949, t l ~ c  new govcrnment 

Over. But one mupi lake into ncxounl the shiCt in policy priorities. Lluring the war, 
the P&As ichaviwr to,vards civilinns was rcgarrled with ~ t ~ t r l r  grcaier colcnnce 
b u s e  iu role war vnluccl so higl~lg. Aiter tlrc war its rolc kcwmc subject to WC- 

ccrsive devalualion until it was the tnrgrt  ol prrLim1 crilirism. Yet ils acliwl h- 
haviour over the entire pcr id  hall not necessarily al~crccl us dm~ically ns might 

' besuppored , 
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of tlte CPR \\,as faced with a major problen~ of reconverting the 
economic and social fabric of Chin4 to a peacetime footing. This 
problem had been ficccntuated by the very speed i f  the PLA's 
success in rvint~ing the civil war over the prcviocts thee  ycan. 
Victoty had come far more quickly than the comnn~nist leadership 
had anticipatcrl. As late as the summer of 1948, hlao Tse-tong and 
his collca~ucs still thought the civil war \\.ould last until a t  least 
1951. They did not expect the Nationalist armies 10 collapse ivitll. 
such tlcmoralizing spccd as they did during the following autumn . 
and winter of 1948--g. This collapse had two important con- 
seqttcnces; first, the comnl~tnists gained possession of the over- t 
whclming part of the Cltincse mainland with such rapidity that . . 
tlicy were 11ard put to it to find the necessary personnel and 
administration with which to govern their newly acquircd respon- 
sibilitics. Secondly, because such a large proportion of the Nation- 
alist :trnties snrrcndercd or were capturcd without a fight, and 
wcrc tltcrcforc incorporated into the PLA, the PLA's size attained 
vest tli~ncnsions--some 5 million by $950. of whom well oyer half 
11:trl rlCfccletl from the KRlT in the last year and a half." To put 
it crutlcly, fewer soldiers had been killed than expected; the pmb- 

, lenl of rcvcttlcmcnt and of demobilization was that much greater. 
. S  lltc to11 priority for 1950, repeatedly etnpllasized in govcrn- 

nlcnt S~;L~CIIICII~~,  was therefore 'national reconstruction'. Alrcady 
in Dcccmbcr 19.19 the 1'U had been ordered to devote as mucl1 of 
its n~anl~o~ver as possible to prodtrctive work-reclaiming land, .! 

l)uilclit~g irrigation dykes, laying roads and rail\\-ay tracks, what- 
ever \\'r~rk sr~itcd tlte needs of the locality and the skills of the 
military units stationed there. I t  was also decided to make plans I 

for large-sciilc dcmobiiization, altllough their implcn~entation 
was not felt to be fcasible until 1951. For the time being, t l ~ c  great 
majority of military and civil government employees, whcther 
communist or ex-Nationalist, were to he kept on an official pay- ! 

I 
roll %cllicl~ notv totalled g million employees, rather than risk social : 
upheaval and mass unemployment by tlleir dismissal. llut by June I 

"P1.A strength increased r r o r r l  1,278.m in June 1g4G to 1,950,mo (Juno r g 7 ) ,  
2,800,ouo (June 1g18), 4,uoo,#mr (Jurre ~ g g ) ,  5 . 0 0 0 , ~  (June 195~). According to 
PIA clai~~ls, a total oT4,586,750 KXSr  t r a p  were captured during tllc ci\,il war and a 
further 1.773r1y1 arrrendernl or c i ~ a n ~ ~ x i  sides. Vvcr 75 pm cent ofthnc KhIT lwrs  
o k u r r c ~ l  in the final yearn 19.18-go. Ilre fiyrri may be infla~ed, but they probably 
convey tlin right order of magnitude (Chang Ch"n-ying, hso.mint yi fan-lo-rning fi 
cxeh-rhl~ (Peking, I 961). p. I 13; sze alw Gittingu, Table a. p; 304). 
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1950, plans for demobilization of PLA men had been speeded up. 
Mao Tse-tung told the central committee that the PIA sllould 
demobilize 'part of its troops' in that same year. The 'main forces' 
of the PLA were to be kcpt under arms to c a n j  out the unfinished 
military business still on hand-the suppressio~i of bandits and 
other forms of armcd opposition still a t  large on the mainland, the 
occupation of Tibet, and the liberation of Taiwan.18 By the 'main 
forces', hlao probal~ly meant the regular or first-line PLA units 
totnlling sonle 24 million. As many again wcre thcrcfore scheduled 
for demobilization. 

Thesc plans were brought almost to a sharp halt by the Korean 
war and China's intervention. Production work by the PLA was 
virtually suspended throughout China, except for the north-west 
province of Sinkiang where a special Production Corps of semi- 
dcmoLilized soldiers was engaged in reclaniation of barren land. 
Elsrwherc production l~ccarne at best a 'spare-time activity' per- 
formed in token quantities for the sake of good public relations. 
Demobilization was halted, and some troops who had already 
been released from service were recalled. Although dcmobiizalion 
of those no longer capable of sen4ce was apparently resumed in 
the next year, the Cllinesc People's Volunteers in Korea required 
the raising of replacements, and I have estimated elscvthere that 
during the course of the Korean war between I.& and 2 million 
soldiers were recruited for ser:ice either ill the PL4 or CPV.lg 

The effects of the ICorcan war upon the PLA can hardly be 
exaggerated, both wit11 regard to its modernization and profes- 
sionalization, and to its relations with the party and with t l ~ e  
civilian pop~la t ion ' .~~ 
Ai far as the PLA was concerned, the Korean war helped to 

hlao Ts-tung, ‘The shumb.le for a basic turn far tllc belter in the Iinancial and 
emmrnic situation or the s(;itc', 6 June 1950, NCNA (London), SW. Suppl. 50, 16 
June 1950 

Gilt'rigs. ch. 6. 
LDNorhave I spacetoconsi~icr tbc widrrconseqnenccsorthewnr upor1 Cliiua'sdornes- 

tic and loreign policy. Onc n n  only sttggest tltat in domr~tic politics, the war brought 
about a rapid intcztsilie;ltion of land reform, and eontrilumd largdy to the series of 
opprrrnive wnlpaigm against politic;ll norrconfomity in Clxina-tbc 'ru],prcrsion of 
counter-rcuolutionaris', tlte '3 & panlis', aiul tl~e like (we also bcluw, pp. 27a C.). In 
forcign policy, dtc war drove Cltin. clmer itrto tile anns of the Soviet Union, widened 
thc kl8ann betwenl China and d. I\'ept, dntroynl all ltopc of lretter t~ndcrsfanding 
bctrvecn China and the US, and by preventing the return of Forn~osa to Cbinesr 
hands helped to wcate a pcmmnent block to (he normalization of U~inn's position in 
M n .  
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Forwvard. The PIA was also affcctcd by clranges in strategic 
planning brougllt about by loss of confidence in thc Soviet Union 
as the Sino-Soviet rift deepened. 

At first the Cl~inese leadership attempted to solve the difiicuE 
ties which had arisen in the P h i  by the wholesale application of 
measures \vllich had proved effective in the revolutionary period. 
I t  was made to take part in production on a massive scale, to 
practise all kinds of economies, both trivial and fundamental, often 
at the cxpense of military efficiency. 'hlilitary democracy' was 
revived and almost camcd to excess, with officers going to tllc 
ranks and humbling themselves before the rank and file it1 a way 
which xvas no doubt good for the soldiers' morale but probably 
bad for their own. When the Great Leap was launched in the 
autumn of 1958, the 'Evcryone a Soldier' movement was also . 
launched as part of it, with a quite unrealistic target of enrolling 
every able-bodied man and woman into the militia. arming them 
and training them. 

hlost of tliae reforms and innovations seem only to ilave 
worsened thc situation, creating the very antagonism hctween 
army and party which they were intended to prevent. This was 
not so much .the fault of the reforms tl~cmselves as of the headlong 
pace and indiscriminate way in which they were carried out. 
These were of course the same defects which brought the rvhok of 
the Great Leap Fonvard grinding to a halt. 

In September 1959 the hlinister of Defence, P'eng ~eh-h&,  
was dismissed together wit11 a handfill of'l~is senior staff. IIe is 
believed to have both opposed the measures enacted against the 
PLA and favoured closer co-operation with the Soviet Union in 
the military sphere: Negotiations designed to secure Soviet aid for 
China's nuclear weapons programme had broken down shortly 
before, and P'eng may have been held responsible for their failure. 
It  was now clear that China would liave to 'go it alone' in defence. 

.Her strategic arrmgemcnts since tllcn .have centred on tllrce 
objectives; first, to acquire her own inrl.,pendent nuclear capa- 
hility, secondly, to build up the militia, a~t~lbugll on a less ambi- 
tious scale than originally envisaged, and tl~irdly to restore tlle 
;'l,r\'s morale and political reli;~bility. 

' l l~is  last has been acllicl.cd by essentially the samepolicy as 
had Ileen tricd hcfore, but it is now applied with more intelligence. 
For the PLA, as well as for tlic rest of Cl~incse society, it is a case 

l 
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[ of s a c k  to h e  revoli~tio~'. and the old custonu and traditions of 
the revolt~tionary straggle have been revived. The policy appears 

,to have been iucccssful primarily for two reasons: first because 
I measures are no longer taken to exccss-army production work, 

for instance, has frtllcn steadily year by year; and sccondly because 
, a major effort has been made to secure the individual loyalty and 
i commitment to the regime and ifs policies of tlle rank and file 

soldier at the basic company level. 
The party organization at the basic company level has becn 

completely overhaulcd. In  1960 it was discovered that 60 per cent 
of the con~panies within the PLA had no company party l~ranch 
and a similar number of platoons had 110 party ccU. These have 
zlow been re-establihed. The Soldiers' Committee-a demo- 

! . . 
cratically elected body which had been popular during thc revoln- 

1 tion but had later been allowcd to lapse-was also revived. The 
: role at company level of the Young Communist League in acting 

ay a political 'spearhcad' was also re-defined. And the post of 
Company Political Commissar, with special responsibilities for 
political education and ideological work, wag also restored. The 
company was now seen as the most sensitive link in the political 
cllain which leads from the hlilitary Affairs Committee of the 
central comnlittee right down to the individual soldier, and whose 

: party branch and personnel must be kept in good health. 
i . ,  The content of political education has also becn enlarged to 

include almost every aspect, however trivial, o f  the average. 
soldier's life. I t  is almost impossible to exaggerate the variety of 
subjects, ranging from the most important to the most mundane, 
xvllich are now embraccd under.tlle hcading of political education. 

I It nray include the way in which a cook prepares the meals for a 
, company mess, as well as tlle way to educate thc rank and file to 

'the significance of the latest ~x~lemic against Klirusl~cl~cvite 
revisionism. The Sefected Worl;s'of Chairman h/lao, especially the 

I four& volume which deals vvitli the civil war period, arc stutlied 
: inlensivcly, both privatcly and in classes throughout thc P I A z 3  

Mao's works arc the canon or bible in which guidance may be 

DDThc dloire of the fourllt volume in of partinalar intenst, since it unrlerlillrs the 
%My in whidl the Clrinse le?demllip sets a dircct analogy bclrvern its position in the 
civil war, wllen it 'mlicd olmn its own rcsourccs' and fotrglrt the Khll' will, no , outside help, and today, when once again self-reliance is the key-natc of C:hinesc 
economic anrl hrrign pliei~n, and Cliitm stands in splendid isolatiora will, both najor I powern as potential ercn~iw. . 



i .  soc~ght and found for every problem whether trivial or iniportnnt. 
i The revolirtio~~ary period is the historical myth, whose story 

prQ\ides countless objcct lessons in liow to maintain revolutio~~ar~ 
standards today. If young soldiers are tempted to forget the need 
for vigilance or to relax in tlie more comfortable conditio~is of 
peacetime, they are rcminded of the 'bitterness of things past' by 
veterans who remember the hard days becore 1949 better than 
they do. 

This return to the revolutionary model, or'the socialist educa- 
tion movement as it i q  known, fiir from being confined to the army 
in China today, is standard procedure for every segment of 
Cllinese It  is part of the struggle to combat 'revisioi~ism' 
at home, to encourage the emergence of 'revolutionary successors', 
and to substitute an indigenous model and pattern of behaviour 
instead of the foreign models-espccially those of the Soviet Union 
-which were absorbed in the 1950s. Its application to tliearn~y is, 
however, of special interest, because one would have expected a 
modernized and professional army to be less receptive to the moritl 
exhortations and emphasis on doctrir~al purity embodied in t l~c  
socialist education movement. Far from this being so, from 1,960 
onwards, the army appears to have been used as a test-lcd in 
which the revolutionary model was intensively applied before 
being more generally practised among the pcople at large. IIcrc 
again there is an analogy with the rcvalutionary period, when the 
Retl Army was itself perliaps the most important engine of social 
change. 

The party's success in strengthening its control over the army 
and in raising the PLY'S level of political awareness was imprcs- 
sive. By February 1963, after two and a half years of intensive 
work, new regulations on political control were introduced which 
raised the slatus of the political commissar and relegated that of 
the military commander to little more than an executive oiliccr 
without powers of decision-maki11g.26 The. fact that these new 
regulations could be introrl~~ccd without apparent dissent from the 
olficer corps suggests that the party already had the latter well 
under co~ltrol. Final pruof of the rehal~ilitntion of the 1'LA in t l~c  

. , 41: ,j/: 
: 8 .  

ill: 

,: . . , "Sec alro LrrJotv, pp. q n ,  279 tT. - 
. . , ~ ,  U Sec I,ibcralim. .4rrzv Llaily, 8 Ahiay 1963, ditorial, 'Ralc aloR the p a t  red banncc 
i , I . .  of tire tllouglit of hlao Tu-mug. raolutely inlplement rqplations guvcrning P M  

. . ,  , , politi~il work: 10 hiay 1963 ( S M '  2984). 
.. , ... . 
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party's favour came in February I ~ Q ,  whcu the entire ~ l ~ i n e s e  
nation was exhorted to 'learn from the experience of the PLA in 
plitical and ideological work'. Movements such as tlie 'Five- 
Good' emulatio~l contest for the individual soldier, and the 
pirallel 'Four-Good' campaign for army companies were extended 
into civilian life.26 Army cadres and demobilized army officers 
were detached to take up positions in industry and commerce, 
bringing the P u s  'revolutionary style of work' to bear upon 
sensitive sectors of the country's econotny. 

Yet althoogli the party strengthclled its control over the PLA to 
an ~i~lparalleletl extent, it also took care not to infringe up011 its 
prestige. The party had evidently lei~rut from the mistakrs made 
in 1956-9 wl~en it first attempted to 'rectify' the 'deviations' to 
whicli it objected in the PLA. It no longer expected the army to 
take part in a variety of mass can~paigns without regard for their 

' 

eifect on efficiency or their intrinsic vilue. Army participation in 
production work, for instauce, decli~~ed from 59 nlillion inan- 
days in 1959-or nearly a month per soldier-to 5,: million- 
about two days per soldier-in 1964. Frugality. and economy in 
~xrsonal life among the army continued to be urged, but the sort 
of major cuts in the PL:\'s budget and equipment which were 
inlj~oscd in 1957-8 were no longer inflicted. The army was no 
longer openly criticized for unsatisfactory behaviour; on the con- 
trary, it was praiscd to the skies :tnd offered as a model sector of 
society. 

If this account of t l ~ e  PLA wcre to stop short a t  1964, its rehabi- 
litation over the previous four years under the leadership of 
Marsl~al Lin Piao miglit almost be regarded as an uliqualified 
succcss story. But therc has& been increasing signs since 1964 of a . 
recurrence of party dissatishction with the PM,  and of opposition 
within the PLA to the new anti-re\risio~~i!;t militancy of the party 
leadership. Party leaders lrave denounced 'the revisionist military 
line'; ancl have criticizi:d 'those whose heads are craminecl full of 
foreign doctrines'. T l ~ e  charge that hour&ois elements witl~in the 
PLA are opposed to party leadership has been revived. In June 
1965 it  was decided to abolish formal ran1;s within the PIA;\, and 

"The 'YivcGmd' tnovmLrnt or 1958 mlll!~l br good pcrrormance in study, rare 
orweapns, practice ufecocxoxny anrl i,rodudion and physistl trainirrb; tl#e(;u;rl d l h e  
'Four-Gd' movement or lgGl war to &god in political ihnuglxt, in working slylr, 
in military training, and in mnigarnentblliviolg. 
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to revert to the single and functional distinction of rcvolntionary 
days whereby there were only two ranks-'Commaaders' (ofliccrs) 
and 'Figlitcrs' (rank and file). It  was explained tltat this would 
help to 'eliminate certain objective factors contrib~tting to brced 
class conscioumcss and ideas to gain famc and ~vealth'.'7 By the 
beginning of 1966 it was ackno\vledged that 'the question of 
~vl~etl~cr  the y n  will tiircct the Party or the Pjtrty will direct the 
gun' had still to be finally settled.P8 The militia, which itself had 
made a comeback of sorts in 1964-5, and had been praised as the 
spearhead of the class struggle, also came in for criticism. 'Class 
enemics' and 'bourgeois tendencies' were said to be at large 
within its ranks.29 

A full esplanationof this decline in army-party relations must 
take into account tlle general increase in thc quautity and inten- 
sity of anti-revisionist class struggle tl~rougl~out all sectors of 
Chineie socicty since 1963-4. In this respect, the army has fared 
no worse in the class struggle, and if anything, the tone of party 
criticism against it is relatively mild, 3s conlpared with that of 
criticism against.'poisonous weeds of revisionism' in literature and 
art. Indeed, the use of the official army newspaper as the leading 
vehicle for attacks against literary revisionism suggests a continu- 
ing degrce of confidence in the army itself. The charges of military 
revisionis~n arc also much milder than the similar accusations of 
'deviations' which were levelled against the army in 19563. 

The causes of continuing army-paity tension arise out of the 
naturc uf the relationsllip itself, as wcll as out of specific diiagree- 
ments oyer policy. First, there is a built-in instahility Lictor in the 
continual struggle by the party to maintain control over the army. 
We have secn that this'struggle produces a series of oscillations, 
with relatiscly rare periods of equilibrium. Tlic ecluilibrium was 
temporttrily reached by the movement of ,1960-4 for intensive 
political control and education, but this rnclsement contained in 
itself the seeds of disequilibrium.. First, because it restored the 

"The military nuk system wan abol ihd  by ddecision of thc State Cntrncil as from 
I June 1gG5. Sec Libnolion .*Imp Dai[y, 25 hlay 1965, cditori;ll, 'An impnrtant measure 
for promuting fwhcr the mm~olutionizatio!~ nf our amiy', NCX* (Pelting), XI( May 
1965. Disting.uisl~ing inaiania, ut~irorrns and epaulette were nloo abolirl~nl. . 

Hsiao Iiua. direetor of Gm. Political Dcpq report ulJal, I ~ G G  to I'LA political 
canfcrcnrc, KCSA, 24 Jan 1gG6, tratn. ill DUG, .Sumnwv of IKvrld Broo&a~(r, pt g, 
no. no71. 

fisu 1.i-clt'ing, deputy rliicdor of Gen. Puliticnl Dept. quoted in ,\'m Tmk lkm, 
13 Apr 1gG6. 
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army's self-confidence to a p in t ,  symbolized by the 'Lcarn from 
the Army' campaign of 1964, wllerc such self-confidc~lce could 
easily dcgenerate into over-confidence and impatience with party 
interference. Significantly, it is sincc tlre 'Learn from the Army' 
campdig11 that criticism of the army l ~ a s  becn rcvivcd, and the 
first charge which was le\~elled against it was one of arrogance and 
complacency in thc wake of the campaign. Thus the army Chicf 
of Staff complained that 'acclamations from the outside have 
promoted self-assurance, complacency and stagnancy among 
some of our comradcs'.30 Secondly, the vcry iutrrrsity of the 
political-control and education campaigns tends in time to pro- 
duce a11 unfavourable rcaction, if carried to excess, leading to the. 
attitude criticized in January 1966 by the army's Political Depart- 
ment Director, that 'military affairs and politics sl~ould be given 
first place in turn'.31 There are some indications that the innumer- 
able emulntion campaigns and movements to study Mao's writ- 
ings which have been launched in thc army during 19656 have 

* 

become counter-productive. 
We are now in a position to look back at the three didnctive 

features of the revolutionary army which were refcrrecl to earlier, 
namely'the army-people, officer-men, and army-party relations, 
and to see how far they have survived since Libcration. 

(a) ARMY-PEOPLE R E L A T I O N S  

0f.thc three relations, this 11as probably bekn the most hannoni- 
ous since Liberation, The PLA enjoyed considerableprestige a t  the 
time of victory, which was soon enhanccd by its performance in 
the Korcan war. Some local dificultics arose during this period, 
when the Korean front was of paramount importance, over com- 
pulsory requisition of land, army monopoly of imn~port, and other 
SUCII privileges. These were later solved during the 1957-8 
'rectification' movement, and probably never reached scrious 
proportions. Army help in production work may have been a t  
tir ~ e s  more of a hindrance than a help, hut it was well-intentioned 
and mct'witll popular approval. Of more funclamcntal importance 
was the iimple fact that China was unified and 1 1 1 : ~ ~  llcr army was 
well paid and fed, and untlcr central control. At one stroke the 

Quoted oai Pckirlg radio, 31 Dec 1964 (DljC; Summary of Il'orld Bmadrarlr, pt 3, 
no. 1778). 

'l As n. a8. ' 
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basic cause of pop~llar fear and hostility towards the military was' 
thus removed. Observers in China rcport that admiration for the 
PLA ii genuine, and that it is regarded as a great honour to l~ave a 
son or rela~iot~ serving in it.% ranks. There is no reason to doubt that 
the army is free of the stigma attached. to it in prc-communist 
Cl~ina. 

(b) OFFICER-11tiN RELATIONS 

No serious breakdown appears to have occurred in this relation- 
sl~ip eirlirr. During tlic Korean war and period of modernization. 
discipline and rank difrerentials followcd conventional \Vestcm 
(antl Sovirt) lines. During the subsequent period of 'rectification', 
it was ;tllcgcrl that this had led to '&arlordism' and other high- 
Iia~~tlcd beh;~viour on the part of oficcrs towards men. FVhile 
tl~erc was clearly somc truth in these charges, one must remember 
t l~at  they arc made from a standpoint based upon tlic revolution- 
ary l;rinci~~lcs of 'military democracy', and that what was regarded 
ns 'w;~rllrrtlism' in the PLA might pass for common practice in a 
\\.c.strr~~ nruiy. Since drat time, officer privileges have been reduced 
;tntl tlc~~norratic machinery re-cstablishcd throughout the PLA 
'rl~is 111;ty t~ot  he to tlie liking of all oflkers, but it is presumably 
~ ~ o l ~ ~ ~ l ; t r  ;tniong t l ~ c  rank and file. There is certaiilly no indication 
ofn1.1jt~r tlillicultics in this rclationship. 

(C) AI:hIY-PAI1TY ~ ~ E L A T ~ O N S  

Until 1949 tlie majority of leading PLI\ officers had served at  
one i in~c or a~iotller both as political cadres and as military com- 
n~anders. Sincc the very nature of the war fought by thc PLAand 
t l ~ c  1:lciics \\,li;ch it rnlployed wcrc semi-political, tlie dividing line 
bct~vccn tlie military and political functions was in any.cn:e often 
blurrcd. M e r ,  1949 the development of specialized mililary train- 
ing in t l~c  ncw academies, and the growth of tlrc new technical 
scrvicc arms-na\y, air force, engineers, artillery, air defence, &C. 
-iui \vcll as the incrrnsiug complejdty of staff headquarters, led to 
the birth of a new generation of essentially specialist officers. I n  
arldition, many leading officers \vlio before had combincd military 
a~itl  political ficnctions, as well as frcc(ocnt1y holding office in the 
Iocnl civil ndministration, now developed specialized interests. 
Tllus it isnot surprising that in the mid-1950s there was a certain 
amoulit of bipolarization in the PLA's oficer corps Ixtwecn the 
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'professional' or 'modernizing' elcnt~mt and the 'political' or 
'gt~crrilla-type' clen~cat. 

These at any rate are the labels used by somc Western analysts 
who have discussed the resultant tension and clash of interest 
between tllese t\\.o groups in some detail.3a Yct three itnporlant 
provisos have to be made if tlie distinction htrveen tllese two 
goups is not to be exaggerated. First, that thcrc was never at  any 
time a 'split' between the two groups of t l ~ e  kkid which l'ckino- 
logists and Kremli~lologists are prolic to infer too readily when 
examining a closed system like that ofcommunist China from afar; 
secondly, that at no stage did the party lose coutrol of the army. 
nor was there an overt challenge to party leadership; thirdly, that 
it is very difficult to identify individuals as belonging to one or 
other group, and that many individual officers themselves prob- 
ably subscribed to both 'nlodcrnizing' and 'political' arguments.' 
In other words, thc increasing technical co~nplexity and profes- 
sionalization of the PLA's role did not so much crcatc divisions 
bct~vceu individuals as divided loyalties within individuals; and 
the contradictions created by such divided loyalties reflect the 
11;uic contradiction inherent in the PLA's role since 1949. i.e. 
Lctwccn its political role as the servant and military arm of the 
party, and its strategic rolc as the dcfender and guarantor of 
China's national security. 

We know of only two instances since 1949 where a particnlar 
faction associated ivith the PLA opposed pnrty policy to thc point 
of open dissent and rupture. The first was the Kao-Jao conspiracy 
in 1953, when Kao Kang, the chairman of thc North-cast People's 
Government and concu~rently commander of the North-east 
h,lilitary Region, together with Jao Sliu-shih, Political Commissar 
of tlie East China hliditary Region, wcre said to have organizc~l an 
'anti-party alliance' against thl: leadership in Peking. Eveii this 
incident is a doubtful candidate for inclusion as a caseof military 
dissciision. Altho~~gh ICao Kang was accusetl of having 'tried' to 
eniisr army support, tilere is no evidcnce that i ~ c  was successful. 
All tlie evidence suggests that three basic issues wcre involved in 
the Kao-Jao affair; an attempt by Kao to dcfeud regioi~al autl~ority 

a' For a antcrruful attcrnpt to dislinguish diffcrcttl nnnds of tltosght in the PLA, 
Be. Ellis JolTe, Parw nnd .Imy: i'rqJs~ivn.~lilm ad Iblifirnl CutllloI in the ChLresc O@m 
Corp. 1ggp6p'(Cnmb., hlm., 1965). A lcnr llappy attempt to dislingltidl by name 
bctwccn differing factions is made in r\licc h n g l c y  Ihieli, Communist China's SlraCer 
in h A'trckry Era (Englnvood Cliffi. NJ, 1962). 
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in the nortli-east against the centralizing policies of die govern- 
ment in Peking, a fundamental rliputc over economic policy, and 
personal rivalry hetrvecn Kao and Liu Shao-ch'i. None of these 
issues directly concerned the PLA.s9 

The second apparent challenge within the PLA leadership to 
the party occurred in 1959, when the tl~en Minister of Defence, 
P'eng Tell-huai, was dismissed along ~\<i th  five or six of his col- 
1.eagues. Here again the evidence clearly indicates that P'eng was 
not opposed to the party as such; indeed both 11e and those dii- 
missed wit11 him were loyal party members of many decades 
standing. They objected specifically to certain trends in the Great 
Leap Fonvard, such as the expansion of tlle People's hfilitia and 
the campaign for P M  participation in production. which they 
felt \\.crc at variance with their other responsibilities. FVhat was 
more significant, P'eng had been responsible for the abortive 
negotiations with the Soviet Uuion which took place in 1958-9 
over the possibility of Soviet nuclear aid to China, and his dii- 

I 
missal may well have been partly designed to make him the scape- 

! goat for the failure of these nrgotiations. Other than these two 
incidents of Kao Kang and P'eng Teh-huai, our knowledge of 
the command structure in tile upper echelons of the PLA-t\,hicl~ 
is admittedly somewhat defec t ivdoes  not suggcst that there 
have been any purges, splits, divisions, or other dramatic conflicts 
of the kind so beloved by Peking-and Kremlinologists; 

On the contrary, the Chinese PLA leadership is distinguished by 
the way in which the great majority of its members have held 
responsible office without interruption since 1 ~ 9 ,  in many cases 
without even moving from their original assignment. Most of the 
leading oflicers of all the specialized .service arms and of niost of 
the thirteen military regions display the same lack of mobility in 
their careers since 1949. If it had not been for thc unsettling effect 
of t l~e Iiorean war, when cntire PLA armies and their comniands 
were transferred to Korea, the degree of mol~ility amoitg the PIA 
lcndersl~ip might have been even less. Furthermore, thereis no 
pnrticular attempt to ensure that officers do not serve in the 
provinces of thcir origin, nor apparently is there any objection to 

a* On t l~c  Kao Kang case see further Harold C. Hinton, The 'L'n@inr$&d DiqFpulo' 
within the Chine.< Communirl Top k n d n ~ h i p  (US Information Agency, July 1955); Pcln 
S. 21. Tang, 'Po~t,cr Stntcgle in the Chinese (Itmmuniu Parry; the IiarrJao Purge', 
Prob:tmr of Cmz~rntoiin, Nov-Dcc 1955. 
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provincial military stofls remaining at their posts for yean on end . 
without being reshuffIed or re-posted, although one would have 
thought that a fear of provincial cliqnes would have led to more 
frequent leadership transfers. Even more remarkable is the ease 
with which civilian government was estnhliihed in the five ycars 
after Liberation in 1949-54. I11 1950 two out of thc six regions into 
which China was then divided (north-west and south-west) were 
almost entirely under PLA control, operating through the regional 
and provincial 'Military and Administrative Committees', and 
two more (central-south and east) were partially under mililary 
control. Only in north and north-east China, where communist 
control was well established, was the PLA not dominant. Yet by 
1954. when the first National People's Council was held and tlie 
constitution proclaimed, local government had been tr;u~srcrred 
without apparent difficulty from military to civilian hands. Once 
again the Kao Kang case was the only possible exception. 

There are tl~ree explanations for the relative ease with which the 
Chinese party ensured the continued loyalty of the upper echelons 
of army leadership. Fint was tlie way in which China's interven- . 
tionin the Korean war and the subsequent modernization of the 
PLA almost monopolized the army leadership's attention for the 
first seven or eight years after Liberation. Second was the system of 
party control tlirougl~ the party comnlittee and political depart- 
ment. Third and most important was the fact that at least 80 per 
cent of tllc top loo or so military leaders of the PLA are 'revolu- 
tionary veterans', whose service dates back to tlic Kiangsi Soviet 
period in tllc early 1930s or earlier, comrad::s-in-arms of h,I;ro Tse- 
tung ,and indeed of almost all the present civilian and party 
leaders. It  has been this clement of continuity with tlle revolution- 
ary tradido? of the past which, more than anything else, has so 
far prevented the emergence of a 'military faction' in the top 
leadership, in spite of thc essential contradiction between socio- 
political and military priorities in the PLA today. On the other 
hand, the existence of this contradiction does appear to have led 
to divided loyalties among those office~s in Gecutivc positions on 
thc P M  General I~ead~uar ten ' in  Peking who havc to reconcile 
the conflicting demauds of their party loyalties and thcir military 
functions. Significantly, most of the lcading'oficers who have 
fallcn from favour in the PLA come from precisely this sector of 
military leadership-the Chief of Staff and tlie directors of PLA 
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is doubtfill whether such a niilitary force \vould remain effectively 
under political control. By encouraging an aggrsivc ethos in the . PLA, the party would dso encourage it to dcfy its own authority. 

Tliis is 11ot.to say that the Chinese leadership is only deterred 
from pnrsuing a policy uf military expansion by fear that its armed 
forces \vould assume too ninch power and indcpe~idcrlcc. On the 
contrary, the defensive nature of Chinese milita~y strategy is 
entircly credible in itself as a deliberate policy basecl upon con- 
sideratio~ls of national interest and security. But the converse may 
be tnie: that a weakening of political control xvould lead to 
demands from within the PLA for a more powrful offensive 
capability. There have in the past been signs of PLA rescntment at 
the relatively low proportion of the national budget assigned to 
military expenditure. The expansion of the militia-to some 
extent at tlie expcnse of the regular army-atid the wholesale, 
rejection of Soviet tecliniques, was also questioned by some 
quarters in the PLA. The time may again be coming when the 
PLA will claim a greater share of the budget. In particular, it may 
demand more expenditure upon tlxc development ofa modernized 
offensive capability, and cor~espondii~gly less upon the current 
proeainme of nuclear defence. 

Paradoxically, therefore, the revolutionary nlodel of the present 
Cl~inese lcadcrship, as far as military policy is concenled, results 
in a PLA wliich is orientated mainly towards defence. A 'revision- 
ist' approach might result in a more ouhuard-looking and potenti- 
ally dangerous military policy, in which the voice of the P I A  was 
more influential. In  a certain sense it is as much in the interests of 
the outside world as of China herself that politics should remain 
in command of the PLA. 

TIIE PLA A N D  Tl lE  C U L T U R A L  R E V O L U T I O N  

The Cultui-a1 Revolution has placed the PLA in a more difficult 
situation, and has submitted its loyalty and cohesion to greater 
strain, than any previous event in its history. Signs of serious dis- 
sension liavc app~nred within the PLA lcadcrsliip, and there is 
even some evidence of incipient military regiot~alism in the more 
remote Chiiiese provinces, notably in Tibet, Sinlciar~g, 11iilcr 
hlongolia, and Szechwan. Although in the earlier stages of tlic 
Cultural Revolution the PIA appearcd to be united bcl~iutl hlao, 
tlierc came a time when tliis could no longer be take11 for granted. 
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These developments do not invalidate the conclnsioii reached in 
the previous pages that party policy to\vxrrds tlie PLA in recent 
years has been gc~~erally succedul. They point ratl~cr to the \my 
in wvhich the Ct~ltnral 1:cvolution has undcrmincd tlie basis fur, 
and upset the pattern of, the harmo~iious :idjustmcnt ofcor~flicting 
interests in. Chinese society, including the rclalionslrip between 
party and military authorities. Wl~cn in the early nionths of 1967 
the PLri was called upon to intervene physically in thc Cultyral 
Revolution, arid when the Revolution !\.as extenilcd to its own 
ranks, it became clear that verbal loyalty to the thought of hlao 
Tse-tung could not automatically be translated into action. 
Indecision and perplexity rather than either outright commitment 
or opposition lias marked nlucli of the behaviour of the PLA, and 

: the precarious bdancc between military aud political priorities 
has been seriously upset. 

Throughout 1966, as long as the PLA was not required to take 
S action, its verbal support for Mao could be relied upon. This was 

guaranteed by the leading role of Lin Piao as hlao's 'dose coln- . 
rade-in-arnis', and at lower levels by the pro-klaoist indoctrina- 
tion which had been so intensively carGcd out in previous years. 
P h i  support for Mao was further assured by the pres'tige and 
resjlect paid to it during the Cultural Rcvolution, arid by its 
cxemption from tlie actual process of Cultural Revolution within 
its own ranks. After the dismissal of the Cliief of Staff Lo Jui- 
ch'iug (\\,hose name \\.as linked with the disgraced Peking First 
Secretary P'eng Chcn) there was no suggestion that furthcr 
revisionist elements a\\~aitcd'exposure within tlie PLA lcadership. 

I Thc crucial turning-point came in January 1967, rvl~en almost 
simultaneously the PLA was called upon to intervene on behalf 

I of the 'revolutionary rebels' in the Cultural Iicrolution, and..to 
accept the control of the hslaoist Cultural Revolution Group in- 
hunti~ig out deviationists ~vitliin its own ratlks. hlcanwhilc in 
some provinces and regions, anti-Mao opposition from party 
leadcn appearcd to find allies amox~g local ~nilitary lcarleo. Thcrc 
is no cvidei~ce of a coricc.~ ~ c d  challenge to Pdao's authority on the 
part of tlie PLA, but rather of isolated resis(;i~~ce, i ~ r  mote com- 
monly of confusion and of rcluctancc to prosecute [lie revolutior~ 
to the extreme and disruptive limits favonrcd b s  the hhobt  
faction. 

I t  is possible that Piao himself was 'u~ll~appy allout hIao's 
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decision to order tbe PIA to intervene. Certainly. local PLA 
leaders sho\\-ed no great ansicty to do so, and P1,A intervention, 
usu;~lly of only a symhlic nature, !\,as reportcd in less than.half 

i of the Cllincse provinces. Nor was it al\vays eelltircly clear on whose 
1 

1 sidc the P1.A \+.as intervening, althot~glt it always l~rofessed to be 
pro-Mao. 

Tlie PLA, like the rest of the Chinese nation, has suffered from 
! 
I the Ctrltur:tl Revolution's shattering revclation that support for 

i 
I the party is not sy~~onyn~ous with support for Chairman Mao. 

I The effect of this revelation is possibly more damaging for the 
j 
! 

PI.4 than for'other sections of society, since it strikes at the very 
roots of the entire system of political control and education. This 
system operated 011 the assumption that there existed a ccntmlied 
party hierarcl~y operating through a vertical pattern of command 
on a nnited and nafion-\\ride basis. The thought.of Xlao Tsc-tung 
was the ollicial party doctrine, not a separate source of authority. 
Loyalty to the actual party authorities in deed was as important as 
loyalty to the principles of hlaoism in thought. In  the last analysis, 
the army was controlled by the party committees at the regional, 
provincial, .end loxver levels, and this control had in fact been 
intensified in recent years. 

The Cultural Revolution converted the party's greatest asset- 
its all-penu,ivc and decentralized (although obedient to central 
authority) control of Chinese society, including the PLA-into a 
major liability. Factions in the party leadership were duplic:~tcd 
at lo\vcr lcvels, and as the Cultural Rcvolutiori developed it 
increasingly assumed the form of a stntggle between Mao and the 
pnrty itself. Thus \\;hen t l ~ e  P1.A was called upon to intcrvene, 

! . tl~erc was a considerable doubt as to\vhich side sllould .be 
I favol~red: Loyalty to Mao, the' fountain-head of the PLA's 
I 
j 

inspirational doctrine, conflicted with obedience to local party 

i 
authorities, often under attack by the 'revolutio~py rebels' as 
anti-hlaoists, xvl~o in many cases held concurrcnt posts in the 

I 

i military party committees. 
i Anothcr casualty of the PI-A's in te rven t i~~  in the Cultural 

Rcvolution wns the concept of 'army-people' unity. Hithcrto 
1116 s:u~ction oF1'1.A force. had been l~eld in reservc by the authori- 
ties as far :IS possible. Iken during the hard years after the Oreat 
Leap Forward, ~vhen there was Lirly ~virlcsl~rcad social i~~ircst, it 
appears tlut the I'M had been used sparingly ancl \\fit11 dclihcrate 
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caution. The task of maintaining law and ordcr usually fell upon 
the police and the militia rather than upon the rcgu1;rr army. The 
PLA's intervention in the Cultural Rcvolution appears to have 
aroused considerable: popular resentment. which was being ofici- , 

ally ackno\vledged by April 1967. I t  wus admitted that the 1'LA 
had in some instances given support ‘incorrectly' and that it tnust 
observe 'modesty' in its behaviotrr. On Inore than onc occasion 
PIA unih were requil.ed to make a public sclf-criticism of the 
mistakes they had made during the process of intervention. 

Until recently, as has been shown, the PL.4 had l)cen csempted 
from the more 'revolutionary' measures which had earlier been 
imposed upon it during the Great Leap Fonvard. As the Cultural 
Revolution grew in inte~lsity, ho~vcver, demands for such mc;lsures 
were revived, although it seems unlikely that they were actually 
satisfied to any great degree. These demands included massive 
participation in agriculture, ~vl~olesale expansion of the militia, 
an accelerated officcrs-to-the-ranks programme, even stiffer doses 
of 'hfao-study', and finally the carrying-out of a gen~rir~e 'Cul- 
tural Revolution' witl~in the PM's  own ranks. These dematlds, 
especially the last, appear to have led to a split xtsithin the PLA's 
own Cultural Revolution Group, which \\,as reorginizcd in 
Janunry 1967, andin the highest.militq leadership. The veteran 
Marshal Ho Lung, and possibly other members or the party 
hlilitary Affairs Committee, as well as C l ~ u  Tell himself, have 
been denounced as anti-Maoist. I t  should be added that these 
demands have so far apparently been successfully resisted, l>kl~nps 
because it is realized lhat to pray them too hard ~vould cause 
~naior diiaffcction. 

This picture of prowing disunity and confusion within tllc PLA 
is to some extent o&et by the added prestige and authority which 
it has acquired during the Cultural Revolution. The thrcc-\\.ay 
alliances (between the PLA, revolutionary rebels, and cadres) 
have &vet; the PLA a decisive sayin a number of local administra- 
tions. In other places the PLA may, by the mere threat of intcr- 
vcntion, be able to arbitrate v/itll authority bet~vecn rival fnctioli. 
Tl~ere is no indication, however, that tbe PLA is particularly 
auious to accept the implication of its cnl~anced politicill pojl.~r. 
In \iew of t l~c  social and political confusion in China today, one 
might Inwe cxpectcd the PLA to yield to temptation, and to 
intervene on its own account to impose ;L decisive s0111Gon. In the 
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has not yet destroyed, the bonds ofpolitical obedience which have 
made the PLA such a successful and docile instrument'of: palicy 
over past decades. The fact that the PLA, contrary to many prc- 
dictions in the West, has not yet 'taken over', test%= to the con- 
tinuing strength of the tradition of loyalty to the party leadership 
and to Mao. But urJcss the gap bchveen the party and Mao can be 
bridged very soon, the pressures upon the PLA may prove too 
strong to be contained by tradition. X third possibility is that the 
PLA's irrmluteness and divided loyllties will impose a stalemate 
in large areas of the country, since neither side will be able to 
count on its unqualified support. This would be a.temporary 
solution to the Cultural Revolution, but not necessarily one with 
which the Maoist kction ~vould be content. It would also tend to 
weaken central military and political authority, a dwelopment 

, which would threaten the country's future stability, especially in' 
the event of Mao's dcath. Much will now depend upon whether 
Mao is pccpnrcc! to motlcratc the pace of thc Cultural Revolution, 
and if so whether it is not too late for divided loyalties to be 
rcpaircd. The Cultural Revolution has had no lacl; of succcss in 
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m& the nlilitary power mote cffidmt ?r 
ntorc righteously hotlest I t  is to g d  it  uudcr 
control.' (1970.p 75). 
The hllC diacusrion has been mnductcd, 

as it %'ere, in ratl~cr perfect isolation fmln 
the analysis of socio-economic 1clakioIIS. 
Frila \'ilmar alone connceh his idca of rc- 
femntistic nntimilitmisn~ uith a cuncqrlion of 
rzdicnl social-dnnocratic social rclurm (M&]- 
lcr & !'iIntxr 1972). 

S. lnlcrr~otionaf actions and reaction* or 
avli~ttt? 
Thc MlC critisw corresponds to thc need 

l f d t  .in peacc resczrrh to orcrcolne ttaditimt- 
al, demonstrably unfruitful rcscarch into (be 
causes of war and means of prcvenling it, 
v;ltich - unmcdialcd by social chnngu - 
cn~phasizcd international agrcen~cnts for dis- 
annamcnl and the peaccfnl settling of con- 
flicts as well as impn~ving popular undcr- 
standing by eliminating national prcjndiccs. 
Attention sl~onld Lc directed to thc social 
interests in individual countries wvhidl con- 
dition armnulmt politics and opposc imple- 
mentation 01 the most cnligl~lcned p e w  
programs or models. From this point of 
v im,  lhc armnmcrlts dynamics is not to be 
interpreted as rcssiting f ron~  intcrnalional, 
hostile actions and reactions - of a mili- 
tary, weapons tcch~iological, CCO- 

non~ic or ideological nature - hut from ils 
function in the c a i a t i o ~  of parliollar 
social interests. According to this notion, 
one m ~ ~ s t  combat the armaments dy1,amies 
first of all in one's own country, 1.c. fiml 
to curb it and lutcr to convcrt it - one 
could perhaps say - into a disarr,~n~ucnt md 
peace dynnnnin. 

in  recc111 years, in opposition to the 
action-rcaetiou i~~lcryrct:ttion of the arnm- 
nlcnt dynamics lhc autinn-thnis h a  h e n  
dcvclol~nl, in lratlicular liy Diclcr Scnghaas 
(Sctkgh:lax 1971, ~ l n .  105 [l.; 10721*, p. 50 n.), 
acn,rdiug to wlai8.lr Lilt arnt;ttrtctll dgnalnicx, 
artcr having eril~in;dcd i s  rcnl int~malional 
cuuflictr, has snittlc itaclf i t t d ~ ~ ~ t l d ~ t t t  itnd is 
now prturulcd by the s~i l i ta ly- i~~dsslrk~l  
cc~~ttplc:< -. sc~i.tl aggtcgixtcs uf iirttss in- 
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dustrialisls, milibry mm, a large Part of lhc E,,i,+ral 1hBt the military planucrs already discuss thc connection bdwccn aocioeconom- 
scict~tlslific wmntunity, of politicinm and , begill to drrelnp the ccunlcr-wcapuns to (Ilc ic ordcr and MIC in the hllC concrylion. 
t n d c  union leadem - to a large ex(cnt ,,,,, tllcy bavc conccivcd. Lcforc the latter If one eliminalcs the syslcm-dtataclcilatic 
witlrout regard to what h a l w h  Qn th.  other , h,, hr81 in fact produced and helorc the aspect from the MIC analysis, and holds 
sidc. In the mc;mtimc, cach military-indus- ,,,,J,~I,~~ onl;rgonist poss~urs them or has property relations to Le itrclcvant froto UIC 
trial corni~lcx leads, to a dcgrec, autislfcally l,l;,,,a~ thcnn (ScngLns 1078, p. 50). These bcgisming, thc rjuution of the caistcnce of 
into an art- race with itself. Fantmicd enc- nbrmmations trstify, as thc autism eoncep- a Sovict MIC lccomcs mcrc rhetoric. 
~nies and imagined thrcals are, accordill8 10 nnl>hasizus, against the cuslo~rtary no- In the vcslrd intcrcst group or clite- 
this thrris, not a cunse but ins(runt~n(s lie,, defcnsr ideology that arnmmcsls are tl~cureliol n ~ c l h u d o l o ~ ,  \vhiclt dcrivcr he- 
dclibcral~~ly pmduccd in l l ~ ~  ideological ,~,.~~~~,,iticd hy political actions and rcac- hnriuur from forcca ('inlercrts') internal to 
\orkrhops of the MIC for juslifying tlleir ~ i , . ~ ~ .  thus by i>olitirnl confrontations. the gmup. thc qucslion rc~nains ua~nswmred 
acliuns 10 tltc taxpaycm and th~msclvc~. one can cmpitially aaccrtain, to a ccrlain rvhy ccrlain grunps arc alrlc to cxtcnd thcir 
This prucw is tloual~t to be oe-pnnicd dvgrrc of reliability and detail, at least as sway over tlic cntirc society and othcrs not 
by a cortstant loss 01 politically and mili- as the U.S.A. is concerned, tltc diverse - if one is unwilling to satisfy oneself cvitlt 
tarily rational purpose and dboice of means. lotq: and short range alliances of prolcnjon: the social darrvinistic pscudo-crpla~~z~ion of 
This sopliislicalcd translation of Parl;imon's nl grotips, dilfcrent brand~es of the amled t l ~ c  victory of the strongusl in a hnltlc ul  
thesis of the self-sustaining d~nanlim of , rcrviccs. military schools, and thcir affiliates each vcstcd interest group against the other. 
bureaucratic apllarnla to the nnlionnl anna- in the arnta~nenis sector. Furtltcr evidcncc Evcn the Suriut maraist hllC eritiqne rc- 
ment mrnplex (cf. h s h a w '  commcnte on would be paranoid conceptions of reality 'mains close to thc hotlrgcoir clitc critiqae 
t l ~ c  'Sd~ampclcr-Effckt', 1972L, PP. 47 a) and lantasizcd tl~reats, propagated by imull when it lin~ilr itsclf to cxplsining araizntentr 
contents itsclf, nevert l~elc~,  with a cri(iquf group interests, as well as wcnpons hiogra- by thc alliajlrc uf arrnmttrutn n~onnpolirta, 
of tbe f ~ m a  in &vl~ich lllc inlcrmtional mm- wlricl~ rcvcal tltc influence of individ- the a,ililary and chauvinistic politir:~l furcra 
111rnt dyua~nics nnnnifcats itsdf. w l  ad~ninislrutivc. industrial and t~~ilitary (cf., for enawple. Sch~nid 1972, p. I7), or 

The autism tl~csis stirls from the valid intcrc-1s. i r r  principle, similar influcrrcea of 1zarrlly a f f i n ~ e  thc instrumental funrlioa of 
obscrvalion tLat qunlilativc and clumlilative individual military ofliccs, different minis- the artus cotnplcx for the ratire ruliz~g rl:crs 
wcnpon escalations do not nccauarily coin- tries mid econo~nic adtnlinistrators as well as (I:agdhanlt S. Ileiae 1910, p. 1111 11.). 
cidc wit11 l~oetilc intentalional actions and Ldory mamgers certainly cliist in Soviet A furilrcr peculiarity of thc vcstcd interrat 
reactions. The action-reaction thcsia, which ~ ~ i c t y ,  and fan occasionally Lc mure or lue  group and elite nppraadi, altd 111111 01 I I ~ C  
is frequently used to justify lllilitnry policy clearly demonstrated, as during the pcriod of MIC conception, is ils disregard for the 
in h s t  and W c s ~  is - apart from Inter- the change from conventional to nuclear historical dh~rcl~sion. The clite tltcorics ar- 
gnr~rnmental ruling function of the mili- strategy in thc fiftira to the sixties fiVolfc su~ac that in cach society tlbure exist osle or 
tar). and a pnrt of tllc armalncnl ~ector - IN7, p. 10.1 fl.). Mcllrodologically speal;ing, lltorc e l i l~s  (cf. Kcllcr IBliS, pp. 26-29: 
still inr-orrccl. since lhc time rctluircd for , il is ncvcrthelrss, dccisivc t l~al  the pro01 that n c s t s d ~  1971. 1'1'. 92-98] x1tl do nt,t i n c l i ~ d ~  
the pI;tnni~~g, devclo]>n>cnt and prodl~ciion tlis and uot (I~at wcaj>ons systatt was given Utc 1tistaric;rl ponsiLility of an elitrlcrr auri- 
of modcrn wenlrons systelns extends. pvcr i,refercnlial construction because of the in- ely. in  any case, thc.c01111>osition nl1d fuac- 
many ycurs; arnls economics and mllllary fiucnct of pnrticular persom and gmups - Lion 01 the clitcs <in. aceurding to tlkcir 
p~tcuti;~l,  as a u~irulc, arc nut sa  flcxiLlc over allhou~.h it was nut necessary for national thlrory, alter in thc rottrse of Lislory. So, 
a slrort ~ c r i o d  of tinbe Illat they only need securily - tells us very little about the c;lnnot concludc fram h4illa' aa~tysis, fur 
to be activalc~l in political criscs. Military cu~nprchcnsivc social f~tnction and tlte d i m -  csnnr[,le, whell~cr Ire hold. a society \r.itltnb~t 
strategy in Err1 and Weal correclly nasulllca lion of dcvclol,n~cnt of the military and a po\\.er clite to Lc historically posrillc. It 
that in a f u l ~ ~ r c  nndcar war n d  the entire tllc arnn sector. Sucl~ invcslig~lio~~s also tell is also heautsu of t l~e ~~llirlcrrical rbararlcr 
military potu~ltirl will dccidc thc issue hut us nothing a b u t  thc foreign political aints of the veatnl inlcrcst gmui, a11d dilr. tlr~.t~~.)., 
oaty the i~nnxeJinlcly n~d~il iz~rblc  tniiilury, and goals wvhidt arc servcd tltcrcby. Ih;lt the qucslino of the cri~tcncc of a St~ricl 
crmoruic and p ~ y ~ l t o I t ~ ~ i e ; J  forccs (So1iolo~- hllC is psilivrlg dcridrd bcfa,rc out iat;ll;cr 
ski 191;9. pit. '2.18 fi.; cf. also K. Knorr 1930, S. 'l'/,, rurrjcc~ur,tl Soiouirt bllC lltc clfurl of even spcnditag a fc~v  n,int~tr.s irn 
pp. 19 ft.). llccausc of tlre l m ~ g  p c d d  of Whm tlte qucztiwx is ankcd wbtbcr thcrc is au:tlyzing Suvirt sacictg. 
nuvrn or nlom ywrs rcqtlircd fur tllc gcstn- an MIC in t11c Suvict Union, tllnt t, if t l ~ c  11 onc c s : ~ s ~ i r ~ n  tltc acic~ltific literature it 
lion 01 v iuodcn~ wealrots system fro118 its MIC is only pcculiar to capili~linu or nlsn is glzuringly oI,ria,ss tlrnt tltr tnnrfcr  of tltc 
concq,tiun ~ I I  its at1:rck capability, it ;S 8~11- exists in Sovict wciciy. our a~srst at lcnst hllC cuacc.~~tia~t~ to tlte Soviet tttliull frc- 



qucntly is ctnploynl'- and, 10 a certain 
, cstcnt, in a Inore or l c s  cirm~sp.pu.t fonn 

only in p~renthcsca -- by aulhora who h a w  
crclusivrly wnccrned thcntsclvcs with t l ~ c  
analpis of buttr&s society. Sdtne C X ~ ~ I I ~ I C J  
hcrc: 

Thc roIlahoratars of tljc 'i\'ciz&clrcr- 
Sludic' write: 'An important stin~~tlus 01 
arnw ca~r?yctilion lies in the coenection 01 
private cconomic Intcrcst with the amto- 
nicnt scetur. Even bureaucrats are exposed 
to attnla~om, structucllly conditiancd temp- 
tations. It would be nstpulrding if there did 
not cxirt on the Sovict side a p~rallel to thc 
milimr;:-industrial coGplc~. which only, ac- 
cording to the political sys!cnr, remains 
hidden from the cses of thi  puhlic.' (Afield1 

. et al. 197.2, p. 97 11.) 
' 

lobn K. Galbrailh .Lclievca: %ere is no *----~ - .  - ~ 

political futnrc in unilateral disarmament 
And the case inust not be cou,prot~~ised by 

, wisl~lnl assumptions about the Sovicls which 
Ute Sevicts u n  thou destroy.. . i t  is \vIse to 
w:iume that within their iuduslrial sjrlem. 
within ours. there is a military-industrial 
burcaucmty conunittcd to its own pcrpetna- 
lion and growth. This governs the more prc- 
cisc objectives of control! (1970, p. 71;) 

Dicter Senghaas asserts: 'today anc speaks 
. a good deal of the military-indwlrial corn- 

plcx whose eristencc in highly indnslrialized 
capitalist and socialist sociclicr, especially 
in the United States and lhc Sovict Union, 
onc can hardly doubt.' (1071, p. 80; 1079~. 
p. 65 11.) 

Beyond such assumptions or assertions of 
a Sovict hlIC or a Sovict powcr di le  [in 
parlicular. Vilmar 1967. pp. 11. 16, 993; also 
Snglraas lI)G9, p. 155) onc finds. strikingly, 
alnnost no delailcd analysis of Lhc Soviet 
h l l C  This situation sccms to be explained 
by tlte facl tltal bourgeois analysts of the 
Sovicl socicty arc politically far ntore son- 
rcrrstivc than the ntnjority of bourgeais 
social scirntistr. crl,cdally of libcrsl kIIC 
critics. R I I ~  still ~i~nif icanl ly incline to the 
u l i t ~ i i i  n ~ n r c p l i o ~ ~  [Wultc II1GS. 
1'. 113). alll~mualt rccrritly tlrc vested inlercsl 
cunccpliun (V.V. A : r i a n  G. Shilling. 

E Grilfiih) appears to prevail (cf. Kand 
197J, pp. 241-561). For UIQ libcrab, thc in. 
tcrspcrs~d ~ ~ ~ c r l i o n ,  .in their onnlpia 
westrrn indtulrial so~iclics, that then: also 
exists an csalcm M C ,  nray have a duul,lc 
fuecliun. On the one hand, the asscrlion o[ 
a Snvict hllC once agnln ccrli1ics that the 
MIC in capiliiliam h rrot n c ~ ~ ~ ~ i m l c d  by lhr 
s).atctn - Dieter Sc~tghaaa.cxpnrml~* calls 
it 'systcm uc~rtnl'. although ntodificrl by 
social systcmie peculiarities (Scngltaas 1972a. 
p. 84) - and that its ittflncnce can be rr- 
duccd or clintinntd by rcfornw im~nai~cnt to 
cnpitalisnt. On the other bard, the aspertion 
of 1 Sovict MlC scrvcp as protectiorr against 
~orrservativc hurgeois assallnnta, who glad- 
ly rel,roach the MIC critics for their sup- 

lrcrn Ute stricter and broader concepts. 
1hcrc exlab, accordiw to Aspoturian, a con- 
ccp~ual cbntitirrum, 'somcwhcrc' on wl~ich 
,hc Sovlet MIC ia to k placed (I972 p. I.). 
,\,ptnimn attribula to 'Lhc ntililary', 'in- 
d,*try' and 'the politician' to a ccrtain cx- 
c,nt fLe rlwracler of an actor. although not 

'to the MIC. Aspnloriin does 1101 explain 1vhy 
the nlililr~y should have a cutnmun intercst 
but thc hllC nonc. Ilcre one sees the fun- 
dmnimlal diffictdty of the m t e d  inlcrcst 
q'prmch, \vhirh is unable to develop thco- 
reli&l!ly foundcd crilcria for differintinting 
p u p s  and subgro~l~s. Aspaturian sees no 
nwntial diffcrcncc hctwctn lhc American 
and the Sovict MIC, only notes certain spe- 
~ i f i c  aubordinntc trailg. -...-. ~~ ~ 

posed co~nnlunisl sympathies. Aspaturian alludes to Lhe prevalent thcsis 
The only detailed ddiJct-imr of Sovi~l in file Soviet l l n i a ~ ~  that Ulere h certainly 

MIC up to now dcrivcs Vcmon v. a hlIG in ihc US.A. but none in the USSR. 
Aspaturian. if one disregards cm~idic [lc finds it unusual that Soviet authors ad- 
flcctions (Armstrong l%% P P  8'f-90, Is2- the cxisicnce of thc military, lhc irtdus- 
I ~ G ) ,  or studies in rvhich, ~rac t ica l '~  speak- trial sector, even tile amlatnents industry 
ing. an hllC is M ~ Y  mculiowd in the sector, b u ~  not tltcir union in a mrnlilex 
(Krylov IOlt, pp. 88-97). Aspaturi3n'a (ID;?, p 2.). Thc Soviet blarxist tltcsis. how- 
is also an inlctesting cramplc of aiternPts lo ~ r ,  rejccLd not orzly the notion of a Soviet 
co~nprebcnd nffirmativcly the MIC concei'!, hllC 1<th its own particular ialcresl as 
i.e., to rcjcd iB 7 if limited - burgcois 'falsification,' but condemns any 

func!ion and to affirm its analYl- mwlttion of vestrd interns1 groups rvith 
ical valuc (Aspaturian 197% p. I). particular inlcrcsls, standing in oppositiou 

Vcrnon V. Atpaturian rm~onds to 10 one w t h c r ,  for the analysis of Sovict 
of .tllc exislrnce of a Soviet njililar~ micty, as Aspatrrim himself later cxl,laina. 

fndustrial contplcx in a relntivc scns+ wild Soviet Micnce and p W i c  relalioas conlinuc 
rcferenre to the different MIC ~ ~ I C ~ P ' S .  In 10 asxrt a fundatncntal bannatty of interest 
a largcr aalsc tllcrc ~mhably  cxiyb an MC of all social clwcs, leyels and in groups in 
in every country with an cslahlished mili- Soviet socicty. A conrparahlc idcology dam- 
tary and an industrial 8eCtor. since &c PrR inatcd, moreover, also in bsurgcds mciety 
fcsional n~ililiiry, industry and Icadiw P l i .  in iLd post-revolutior~ary peilod (cf. Jahn 
tirians 'itrtcntionally and symbolicnll~' Pu@ 1973, p. 144.). 
auc their corrmon iotcresl a~a ins l  olher One must cbaractcrise as misleading Ure 
groups. To tltc contrary, thefc exists ncithn attempt to dcducc from thia mlf-admitted 
in lhe Sovict Uniun nor i a  U S A .  nor evidcncc, wllicl~ denies the cnislcncc of 
in ally other country an MIC in the Iydr fundameotal ronflicts of interest, that Sovict 
rowvcr sense, M an intcrlockcd nlutsalll authors mnceivc the Soviet systcllt as a 
dr.pcndrrtt inlcrest structure, uniling the nlil. wbulc, and not only a part of it, aa a nlili- 
ivary, indrrnlry WIJ political rcl~rcscn1ative~ lary indtslrial cotnplcx (Aspaturian 1972, 
wlrich cnal>lcr or cornpcls lhcrn to jilntly p. 2.). Similarly, another Amcrican author 
bchnvc ns an isolated politi=l actor, di- brlicvur tlrat in the Soviet Ultion tltcre exisle 
vorced froat its individual ~ o n ~ p s w n k .  Be no M1C - tlte country ii an hllC (Arnl- 

strong 19-50. p 87.). I f  i t  also appcara to us 
correct not La attribute the tnilitailealien of 
states,in our own hisroriul period to &c 
peculiarities of individual eliles, but rallacr 
to understand it as an historical process 
which icndcr,lially pcnctrnlcn tlrc entire so- 
ciety and inrludcs all prc\.iously scparatcd 
arcas of lire (cf. Snrglraos I9Go. p. 5 11.). onc 
can in no way infcr, fmrn tlrc ideologica.lly 
uncxarl~irrctl pcculiurifics of t l ~ e  Soviet self- 
i n t r p c t t i i  that the mililarizalion af 
Soviel suciety has preceded fnrlhcr than tltat 
of American. Aslmttainn hiruse11 'nntural- 
ly' holds the netnulnicnt of vcsted inlercsl 
groups to be untcnJle, witlrout discusil~tg 
Ute problem of irausfcrring the vcsted in- 
tcresl group appro~cli, wvl~irh expresses the 
lihral self-cwnnrd,cnsion of bourgeois so- - 
cicly, to t l~c  Sovict Union. Instcad he dis- 
cusses, in the scqucl, tlhc S ~ v i c t  annameet8 
policy froin thc viewvpint of bonds of ialcr- 
csts outside ol' inslitulionsl and Iunctioital 
Iirnils on thc hasix of prublcm amas (issues), 
wrd q,crially of resource allocaliou. For 
this purllosc Aspaturian cl.tnifics the Sorict 
intcrcst groups into six special 'distinctive 
dcmand sectors.' ivitl~oul girii~g the criteria 
for this clawificatiun. Tltc six distiuctive 
dcnwrrd scctors arc: l. 'l'hc idcological scctor 
(tltc iddogors  and conrcrralives of thc 
party apparatus); 5. Tlre security scclor 
[police, thc arnled forces, t l ~ c  d~fence in- 
dustry); 9. The produccr scrlur bcavy in- 
drmlry, cot~rlruclion. and transprkctiort): 
4. The consumer scctor [light indusby, cun- 
sunlcr goods industry. lribdc and housing); 
5. I b e  ngrici~ltural ,acclor and G. Thc public 
scrviccs and \$.clrare secfor. The nrbitmri- 
ncrs of tlrcsc conccptnal co~nhinations and 
divisions is quile evident since Aspaturian 
hintself earlier prefcrrcd nnotlacr division of 
Soviet socicty (I96G. pp. 412-287.). \\'c find 
as little justifir:tlion for InLr changcs as we 
do for the origitml divisiwt. hlcthurldugl- 
u l ly  tbcrc is a11 indiffcrml cond~in;,lioa of 
profcduns with prufcssinn:tl groups, :s is 
also lhc c:uc in the power ulilc co~~ccption, 
h which onc norrhcrc finlls a rcaxon wvliy 
'Ihc economy,' 'industry' or 'the amrs indtia- 





orlc qu!clJJa pllE 'salclS JJlIlO ISU!CZC JlJE 
-1: sl~a~!~ $>)cl6 ~IS!~I:POS, JO luatttrtnJc ~III 
'Jlclp71 IC .(~1901 :~l~Jl?slU! %l!~odd0 
p>)noJ .{ld~~p UlOlJ 1InS.U 'LCJJI~CJUII~ at11 
'ado~oa sJalrc:q U! sdno13 IC!JOS Su!lnJ a111 
pue slaanpo~d Jql IlJaA\)Jq WJ!UIIOl Kpoolq 
u3.U pUC Al!cp 'SlOJZq S@ h2p0.~ .,W; 

-9.k p1JOAI IS!lC!JOS, aql U! .(13!506 FEU13 JO 
atuold~u.(s SnoJJlUtlU pU!J aAi 'Sp01 'JU!ItIJ!Y6 

pJJJllB JJ!O~JJ SJ!J!ICaJ [t!306 PJlJlIC 1ql 
~JCZ~J lrqm U! UO!JSJII~ a111 OIU! Su'!nZ ~1.q 
lnotll!*\ - Xppos ~a!Aos a!ls!~~'l!dca-~oU 
30 S!S.{ICUE aql 01 a~qea!lddc ~caddc salnpaa 
-old 1mc sqJ!nba! ~ea!Zolopoq~~~u lcluJmep 
-unj Q! '.(IJ!JOS in!lcl!dca Zu!zX~cue JOJ p0 
-tllam e SE pado[a~ap soq III~YJC&~ 11'dlloqllQ 

XIO!JOE >!iUJ311U3I11(1 Il! 
xa,(wo> rluamaurlo all1 io tfo!ytrrrJ aflL 'F 

.(~$g .d'sscjr p~auqqa!I) .aacad puc re* 
JaAO app3p ~(~~~uIoJ ISnU qJ!llA\ SCaJE 2SOql 
U! ZOUJIIIJU! 1831% Ss2SSOd pUe SJ@!J!JJO "IWS 
lwvl¶!q al(l tll!Al pJ![le JJC Aaq~, 'JJqICaJ 
c J0 spqq J~!I 't~o!rsa~dxa ~clndod n am Ol 
'-1aqlaZol qaolj - sJ~!lddns Xm~c 3q1 JO lcq1 
U! 'ss3;lang s,lcm aql JO ~uapuadaprt! Xlarld 
-WO> au0 pUC '€JaJvJO "[l JO %'C3 3q,pl U! 'In 
-J?IU! ~!)S!Jlllua.\p8 11e - J~SI! ICA\ c 10 Xn! 
-pESI ,,[l U! 'SJEA\ IS! IWl2)U! Ill3 "S! 'Jca U! 

IsaJalu! 1@!3ads c Meq q3!xp .sd110tZ 9108, 
:(glGI lp~~~ll~~~?~) 11 JCM PlJOAi JaIJQ 
pqr!xJ lsnj Xp~!la)nd qa!q~ '.(3lsllptl! 6wJe 

aql pus Lel!l!w 3q) UJJA\I~ Zu!qaol~a~u! 
xo~l ~ql sent alaqr I p~~ohi JJOJ?~ 31rol 
pill p'UJJ3S!P 1'+7JtIYIJI.I .(GO$ 'd 'SSOI) 
*AF.\% S!ql 8~!)31? Ig XnE3 XIJ.\~ .3.\Cq pUC 
sl!~a XIPSS~J~U SC X[UO - IU~~UJ~JPII! J(1E 

-,U!,[ aprtu scq lJ3rX>.\a s!ql aatt!r - IJ~IOUC 

auo JAJ~SIIO All3:nlnm A~q1 :~no!~l:l~aq S!IP 

JOJ SUOSFJJ XUI:UI dln11 a~oq La111 pur 'J3q)n 
qa~a qeq pus rc~j IJIII~J ~oq 'JJZ~IO 103 
~Aol OU JACq ttlS!Jl?l!l!Iu JaJSJaAO lnJlan\od 
61! poC lIJ~!l~l!dtl), lC>!l!ld IU\O J!alll 
Inoql!n\ puc UA\U ~pq) JO isamlu! Xun Ino 
-qly uo!leu!map ssrla JO sluettnJlsu! .a~od, 
1011 a~c X~lsnpu! nuis puc f~q!l!m at11 IC~I 
'qdrn~x~ JOJ 'SaAlJFqO llpJU?IqJI.l IJDX 'OS 

.n~s!~q!~!w IIIO~I!M >lqqt!q)uo ss SJBJ~~B 

uo!lcu!u~op mp !ms!lcl!dcs JO anb!1!~3 
IUOJJ a~t~~c~lasu! 'X1uaq1 S!I[I 01 QU!~JOJIC 

anb!l!la Us!JL!l!l!lll JItL 'ItV!)3UnJ 1"l"UIn~a 
-U! P!IU3SSa 110 6Uq ~qd~103 EI1IJIIICUlJe a, 
tla!tla U! 'uo!leluo~juna pus slsxqa! mla 
J0 uo!l!wdrlo ppos lclol aql 01 d!qfuo!) 
-rp~ U! hcpuruas se ~rstldc qa!~juw PUB 

suo!la!p")uOa mql 'II!IS !Xloa111 1S!XJUur 
lea!rwp atll Xq pa~lool~a~o IOU S! saayns 
aq~ JO saqaucaq pnp!~!pu! tmfi1aq puc xald 
-mru pawcmJs aq1 puc JSJql lI>an\lq 'SW 

-sga 'du!ln~ alp JO sr~o!s!~!p IC~P!A!IJU! U3JM 

-1aq ia!uuua alqcJlsuoluap X[lea!~!dma aq~, 
'Sd!llSlI~lt!l~ SW13 Zu!)j!qs 

X~!JC)UJUIO~ IUOJJ SI~USJ lnq '~an\od JOJ lsnl 
aIqc!lesu! ue '3~!lp lmu! us ulolj IInsaJ IOU 

saop a~opfi c se mlcleddl! a~cls a~n JO puc 
XJel!l!w aql jaap~ 4'11 '.4.1oaq) s!q~ oi Zu! 
-pJ033V .paj~u!S!~o WIE ,urs!lq![!rn, us3o(s 
al~cq lea!l!lod aq) aw!~ smw U! '(rjg61 
~aqaslna(I) 111 uoqodn~ JO .u~s!llduucq. 
aq) jo ~cq) S! z~aq a~dtt~exa IE~NOIS!~ a!( 
-SE13 3q.L 'l001 hDBlJ 1~3!1![d C k~l0 10U 6! l! 
leql 'lamed pa!l!ld aa!m X~~aaqp UeJ A14 

-pc 211!)caadom ay1 puc Xllmpu! ~u~utcoua 
~tl) I~[!M aaua!lp U! 'tt?1![!111 at11 a~~o!~cu 
-c[dxa IS!xJPW ICJ!66cP 3111 01 Qu!P~O~JI/ 

'(SLE 'd 'ZLGI 
II!ZIJ.l) cr.3 'UJI~S p>!l!ld 3'11 JO lU3U 
-dola~ap ay1 U! Aluo IOU :YE) ,X~lc~~ouoaa 
OSle SUO!lCU p33UCApC aql a~ClJ~O PUC ql!M 
dn qa1e3 01 10 13pwn 08 01 JI[I!J :uo!lsJnb 

. . 
~S!llll!dL?J 2111 ,JqL"JJAO PUG ql!M do q3leJ, 
01 !c(nwloJ snorucj J~I pa1cu!2!io q+qn 
UO!~C~IIU~~~~C JO slapom pun ~ucmioj~ad 
10 SUQJ~OU ls!lq!dsa jo uo!Iepma ou 'uog 
-gadmoa qUloUOJa JO )!J!dS lJIlJJSt[B 0U Sea 
11 'uo!lwAJalu~ JO - SJUM pUC - slC3Jv 
Xq '~o!l!pdUr0~ ~SUO!~L!UJ3lU! Aq UO!Un 
P!AOS aql undo paaloj aJan uo!~cz!~rl! 
-[!m pms ~o~]oz~~e!1lsnpu~ .r(~)mpu! pzdo[an 
-ap XlqB!q s inotn!m 3aqd aqw IOUUCJ S!V 
pus 'uo!~aupo~d suodetnr lnoql!m alq!modwl 
'~a~ahtoq 'S! luamcuuv 'uo!un IJ!AOS aql Jo 
8u!w1e aql puc Jca Joj uo!le~edJ~d p!dsl 
poe aA!%Ua~a~6103 C pJlZl!mJJII IW!l!lJd 

'1Cql - ~21~~1~ SlIO!l2!peJlUO3 pas Sp!lJUO> 
sn~wedde he~!l!rn puc uc!l!rp ;I!yeJannaJnq 
aq) PUC sasep Zu![n~ aq1 ua~n\laq lcql paz!s 
-Cqdl~a sL@A\~B 3Aeq i>*\od >Il!lS pU@ UI<JCl! 
-[!m jo slsXleuc ~S!XJCI~ .uo!lt:u!p,oqnn pur 
ua!~u!utop [cua!susm!p-auo jo suo so pool1 
-~aprms!w aq lou plnoqs mlc~cddc h(lq!l!lu 
puc a!s!odmoq uaarqq d!ys~to!lepl "1 
'Fsa~aqIlJAaN qq!dm p nto!&ar~j 1'?uo!lCt~ 

UJJfilJl ~o!l!~~d~ttoa nlnoUO3J JOJ qlD' 
Dl<l!lln pql!lOd C S0 0A136 l! 'pttFq Jaq1O 
ay) uo :S.SSFIJ ~JS..JC~~IIS 3111 ~3!1Ini 0) VllUI 

'uo!1cu!uop 8srp ~t!cl~~!cru 0) 'pucg >Uo 

Jql U0 'ta~J39 1001 S!l(J, .S.?bTL'p z~!lnJ Jqt Jb 
l001 c Jat~1 lnq - Axoaq~ r!o>Z~noq lc>!l!JJ 
9 so - 11afqnc IC!JOS XCI!)YC AIJU~I).J:~~P 
-U! U= IOU JJCI~ 1S1!J J~I I,! 'mql 'S! :SJI<~ 

-mm la!~)n,pu!-L~el!l!w, p~llra-OS 5q.J. "Ic!' 
-osc adop q! pus X~nI!l!rn a111 jo r~iJcJ"'1~ 
IO~lJWnJ~Cll! Jq) JIOIU q>n!U WZ!SC~I~~' 

tm!gcur[dn qq.~ ~sxs13p lr!ao6 2U!1nJ .'U1 
jo 9na2n uc JIO~ qanm lltq ,loan II!~!J"I'!'~ 
-p!m lrpds s qanw 06 IOU n! ~UO!ICJJ~!"!"' 

A~~CJ!J!~UIUJ ~J!M qanto or ~1.q u~a3uru pu 
Sop 11 'QUS!X~CL~ IF>!SSE13 4 J[3)%1! '111>!10 

JJqJp US!JCI!1!U 3q1 U! UU!I!SO~ PJ!llJ Q 

w!Jlrnp 
-U! swls aql pue XJI~!I!III aqt JO un!lnt!lslt! 
ay) UlOJJ Jl@IlCtu9 'UO!)UU laa!l!l,jd IIL.![!A!3 
01 uo!l!saldo U! Zu!puels saqndm! Zu!uueld 
pUU ~cJ!~!ID~ lc~apuadapu! zA!Sp>p 1JqlJqH 
Ass 01 a1qcuo S! Xcmallo~l '(~~61) xald 
-moa qltamnwls at11 Zu!sXlcuc U! rd!yrtrog 
-elaJJalu! [cuognl!lstt! Zu!lcu!runl[! pnoLq 
JCJ )a2 tau saop Xcn\ollol{ p!nca ss ~ualqo~d 
aql JO luapols punojold c qan6 uan3 .saaua 
-laJaJ paJ!pU! moJJ pZJlaJU! tq lrntu Xq1 
'Zuppds dllslaua3 'sc~ald aituouoaa %!Le[ 
n! dn uaqcl ruo!l!s~d Zu!rodJo pue lua 
-3aJJ!P aq1 PUF SW~01d 'U!YEIU UO!S!JJp 2pJ 
lnqc a[qcl!c.%e uo!~ctn~oju! 1a8caw lsow 
aq) Xluo S! a1.1~ qqnd U! aaeld alr1 IOU 

saop uo!un ia!no~ JI(I U! a~cqap fl!lo!ld s!q1 
'mpqIJa~9~ ~~lapsulaql ssa~dra slralalu! 
PJJ~JJ!~ q>!q.\\ U! log zlol c Acid suo!u!do 



against nca.~apit;llist onm. Tltc lira1 war ships derive fmm olficial lundanLcntill ilollo\say's rnnclusiqn tlist 'political dom;- uct, if in [llc lorm of pri,.ilte propclly~ bt,voc,, .MC;sl;3~' states atol~ped in axiom of Sovicl sbc*ly - Itaser- nanm Over (ilrmulncnls. E.J.) technology (is) and the govrrnlncnLzl instrulnent itsclr. jn 
191% by u.cll-timcd capitulation on one side; iiom about the politiml sYstnll including ' assured', onc tnvst lurther ask 'to what end &vlet s.ci.ty master and overreer have h- 
.I PI., ~ h ; ~ , . ~ . s . , , ~ i ~ t  horde, 'socialist' mass n~i l i t a r~ .  the ams adminislralioll and the I oulitiol cos~ttol is cxcrciSrd and h,,,., ,,,,\:. en,,,, n,,,. , . -. .... ~~~ ~ ~ 

~~~ 

I ,. -" ...- -..-. 
nrraics bclligrrcnliy conlront one ancthcr. sh te  appariltu. as a 'Ibe ovcnvlLdm- I iiral decision* arc reiltlrcd' (ibid.). In Lb If tI,is is tile,, there caijt 

i iyritlter tltc socid conflicto rvithin t I1~  non- in6 ntajority or Soviet litcmturc study Hoilo\~.ay dots not concern Iri~nscIf in Soviet socie~y the sJarc e,,nflid betwcn 
! cai,it31ist ro,,n(ri~s nor Lbt cunlrontxtions itscl[ 0111~ \with furldatlletltal dcduc'iola 1 wit11 116s qncslioo. Ilc only leads us to tile lllilipary and ,,{[iei;,ll on tllc one 

brl,,.ce,l s t ; , f~r  can bc s~tlficicnlly er- alld l~r i l lc i~la:  ~ " l ~ i r i ~ ~ l - h ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  lnntcrial undcrsl:rnd 1h.d he lxolds the distineliurl bet- . side aI1j  the ruling cbrr, ~ ic~~~, lcc~l t  I ,,l3isCd by col,3piracy theory. n.hich nllcmpt~ about the ~ m ~ ~ m c t l t s  coolpiex is; ollly sp3rse- ' wcun capiL~list and Soviet society to be bricny described it .,,d as it he, agi,in 
to derive tlrcse cc,nflicls from dlc dfecls of 1)' ayaiLbLc lor limited lteriods history' tekvallt: "1.h~ Sovie1 a r lna~ne~~ls  cott~plcx and ng;tin, eI,,piric.rlly vcrificd in 

capit.llism and l r o n ~  subversive, This Soviet nrgulllest can he rhould be wen uol as a military-industrial of the ' t ~ ~ i l i t a ~ ~ - i ~ l d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l  cun,plex' in 
;,npei,al;at arti~ities. Though one cannot dh- Shakn b inv*li~iltiOns sucll as that " , comple~ ill the m e  of an alignn~ertl bet: blisl  cd~mtrics. The l,otativs a ~ ~ m n p ( s  10 

. l  regard tllffc influences rrom the past and David Hollow~Y But 'lc w e n  nriliiary and industrial intermto, but eilpiriwlly delnomtrate a soviet h i f ~  ,,.L. 
i 

froln be ~ ~ ~ i r o n u ~ e n t ,  the necessity still re- men1 01 his demand for more case 'ludim " rather 8s part of a hur~aucratic complcx in have see11 how &csc pruo t  are replaced by 
i 

mains studying the internal contradictions the Soviet mnmments p. 218) wllich various groups, coalitions aud depart- sI,ecplation -.is tllrlr nut just the rssult ,,f 
the noncapitx!ist, non-soci~list mode of fails to touch "PoL1 lhe centml point . men& iutcract and forin alliances in the ;cstrictivc soviet l,u~ic;cr rugardinp inlor,,,a. . . 

production. which many tin~cs has hmn ~roblcln: rvhat i5 lhc functiol' of punuit 01 particular golidcs. 1 l i s  is not 10 lion snd a fetish for nre conflicls 
called 'statist' (ace Jahn 1974, p. 90 n.1. Sovi.ict armanlcnts compln;? The (Soviet) deny that cleavages exist but to soggest tltat ce,,,r,,t be hand ,vl,cll (herc is not a 

the symptoms o l  the e n ~ l e ~  of institutional ?vlarxisnl-Leninism does the ~ ~ n n a n ~ e n t s  com~lex should h viewed a?i arate ruling 'class' and a directing 'stale np. 
ant~gonistic intcrots in the Soviet need to deny tllal there is a 'pccia1 proles- a hurcahcrncy rather titan as a field lor in- pantus' in the bosrb.eui.sense. 

union can be nulnlered the presence of a sional military and a sredal armamento in- terest group (197.1, p- 57.5). The ever repeiltcd Soviet assertions 01 tlre 
pmlessional army; workers were already dusbY under the icadcrsLip "ght I can agree with this comment. Neverthe- lundan~cntnl military sullcriority of ihc 'so. 

I 
l 

dil.trmrd during the thirties in the Soviet nlinislries in lhc Union. Ohvlouly Ias. the 'hureilucntic con,lslcs' of Hollorvay cinlirt' n~ilitary rstal,liis~tl~cnt are not ! 
~ ~ ~ ~ r d i ~ ~  to tltc classical rnarxis.1 there arc existing in (hc a m  to a derrr 6% tiiochina. And what credible. l%ry enlph~siZe &al p~:,. . l 

tltcOry, militsrii,,l can first he counted as close con1lcctiuns and armn6r1ncnb i n  the subst;totial dillererlcc between 'groups, ning pernlits elfcc~ive luilitary and nlililar,. 
orelcon~e rvhen socially conllicting interests on the one hand, lhcsC social sectors coalilion~ ~ n d  departmnents' within the bu- eeononlic organizatioll of ~ ~ ~ i ~ ( ~  a $.ltolr, 
have been eliminated and a ceneral arming one allother and, On the other hand. hct'vcc? reaucracy in Sovict society, on the one hand. the ooiek rhanre-o,.cr from wnF* S,, ! . ~~~ -~ . ~ -~ ~ ~ " -  ~ --.-v .- .. ... 

the popllla~c has taken piace. The nni; those Persow ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ y  occul'icd and vcstcd interest grotlis of bourgeois so: rronouty cf. Fiedlcr al. 1974, 70, R., 
vrrj,,j arming guarantees against the use of arms and the (civilian) pold~cal decision dely on the oll,cr? tvhile in capitalism profit intcrc~ts call con. 
arlned forcc against the producers, against camolittces. Evidently in Soviet society Ihc I a1 illc end df Utis aludy, only allude flict with tnilitrry dCmnnds (1:ifdler et al. 
the majority 01 the in their own majority of ini(iativcs lor er~azlding 10 certai:~ re=rtlls frmu studies 01 this prob- 1974, p. 46), cvcn .,,der.the col,diliota of 
country, 'as against aggression lrom ntilitary atcm rc@racnlatim wllich 1 lw.rc published e~sc~vt~erc Unlln cistic c c t ~ t ~ ~ l  

pla,l,li,,g (ibid., ,,. 151.; &,- 
other people in olhcr countries. dividual hranches or the services, froln lhe l971, espcfi~tlly pp. 81 fl.; 1975). In Soviet kolowsG 1%9, p. 91); alld tl,;,t individusl 

7 l e  (so,.ict) inrtituti0,,l hlarxism-Lenin- leadership of the delcnsc industry, from nlil- =i@tY the svaralion bciween icconomies' vested intcrcst groeps rind pacifistic orga,li. 
ism today holds there conditions lor a non- itvry research institutes and and '1mliUcs'; between sorio-cconotoic clas- nations cat1 oppose tile needs of ,,a[ional dc- l 

,,,il;tari,tic ~ d l i t a ~ y  to have hcen realized vldclt guide (11~ prd"ctian of and no' and slate al~paralus (oflicials and mili- fence. In Soviet socirty, tu the r,,nl,.ary, llle 
l 
l 

the comntunily'. The proles- from writers, n ~ r m '  and gardeners. Evco (ary), wllirll 8" cliataelcrizcs bourguois so- total participation of all cilirem in 
sionsl arllly it sees as being Irgitintized unhcn these initiativa could cicly, scellls by and large di~oinnled. The dcfertu bas been (at ~ ~ ; , ~ t  ill [hrnry) carried 
through .will, tlte interest and the control proved by 'cast studies', such stimuli lor cr. 'sl;llist' l~l~reaucracy ~ u n d a m c n ~ a l l ~  into elfect (cl. Korubejlliko,v 

&l. 19~?).a 
of the wo,king n i s  explanation relics panded arnls production would, distinguisllcs ilbelf from the tmdilional bu- I1 tlte a~,.,lysi~ of ai,lia( producl;,,,, 
not so louc\l upon e~~~pir ical ly  supported ar- ~el\.*, not 141 us \vhel1lcr had rea"CracY of 111, feudal and bourgcuis state. tiota dc~,,u~,stratcs 11t3t ,I,,,, a run. 
gumcntr, but is, in the [art instance. derived in the intm@l, with In Sovict society the bureaucracy unites datncntal a ~ ~ t a g o ~ i ~ ~ ~  illlercst brl,,,rcn 
frOlll prol,oritiull: Alter the October pulilicialla allcl lllc people Or nut. To nns'vct the classic. (civilian) poliliud functions UIC hurentlcmcy a,ld l,roduccrs ill ~ , , ~ i , . ~  I 

the 01 production have this question, one would need to carry Out witll military fanclions (i.e. politicul in the society - w ~ l i r ~ ,  o,,,lll its 
in the ~ o v i c t  Usion (and 1:ater also in thc dclnalld \vhicll ll~rllow;tY POsn at Iar6ml ~ l l s c )  wrll as thcsc 'chlra-CCO- dontinant social grollp, ~urc~ucr:.lic wcirls; 

ccrli,;n coulltric~) socialized, have Ire- c"d of his stud?: T h e  stnldsral PoilLion nontic' rurlctiolrs -4th lltose of a ruling so- i l  this ilaatngonisln ,,[ il,lcrffl has hisl&. 
co,,lc the l,,,,perly of tllc working class and the arlllalllenls c"lllpkx willtin lllc sac'' and ccn~ll~~uic class. l l r e  Soviet bu- mlly mnnilntnl itsr[r ill r,.pcnlt,{ ;Illxh ,,l 

I 
l 

tlNe s a ~ a r i ~ d  F,DulJcc as a whole. sydenl muslbe csmined.' (tg74, P. 273). r c a u c n c ~  is sil~~ulla~~eously something of a troqns ag;ninst r c ~ , , ~ t i , , ~  ,,.,,rkcrs 11,~ 
I 

cc,llr;,~ arscrtinn. allout ~ ~ c i a I  relation- Evcn if furlllcr case studies could nl~po' 'class' (11;1s al its dislmsal the surlrlt~s p r d -  so of r,llit,g ~,ll,,.;,,,,.r,,c,.) :,ls,, 



e r p r r d  itself in n~ilitary actions and 
threats against other 'socialist' slater, thcn 
we nturt speak, accordiug bt the crileria of 
clzrsical marxism, of a Soricl mi!ilarislll: 

I1 the military penelralian of Soviet bu- 
rcnucralie sucirly is more far-reaching thin  
that 01 Atneric.~n bourgeois sociuly, thcrc 
alse exist othcr d~araclcrislic dilfercnccs 
hetwren capitalist and slalisl militarism. 
Appnrcatly, thc internal economic conlra- 
diclions of Souict socicty do not ail11 at ex- 
panding the ovr.rscns 'n~arhcl' for o%,e.crp~- 
duced dontcrtic gonds, not uncondiliunally nt 
the exploilalion of sources of raw ntalerial 
and labor power in other countries. If this 

,is correct, thcn there is no Soviet imperial- 
ism: at the same time, however. there is 
lacking the socio-cconomic basis lor an ag- 
grosirc Soviet foreign policy and n>ililarism. 
Certainly one muat rclalivize lhis assertion, 
if one takes into account that Soviet foreign 
trade is no Snub Claus, a gim-away scl~e~ue 
which appears on thc world market, but has 
the L~sk of realizing mlional economic in- 
terests. 

Doubtless, Soviel foreign trade atill seem 
to be far morc politically inslrnmcntaliecd 
than does capitalist. On the basis of these 
fundamental considerations as well a s  from 
numerous historical erperienccs, one must 
regard bureaucrslic militarism as escntialiy 
drlrirrizre in distinction to the aggrcssivity 
of capitalist militarism. Duing so does not 
contradict the actual expansion of Soviet 
territory and the Sovict sphere of inlcrcst 
since 1917. Hcwevcr, this expansion resulted 
no1 so much lrom the internal social and 
econontic dynamics of Soviet society, hut 
rather. cssmtialiy, lroxn the construction of 
delensivc positions. owing to Gers.:.ol fascist 
aggression and the hardening of An~ericaa- 
Sovict rclatiuns in thc cold war. \Vith this 
stalcmcnl one needs neither 10 asscrt that 
Snvict cxpnnsion. dircct and indirccl, cor- 
rcspo~~ds to tltc intrtert and will of ~ I I C  peo- 
plcs cunre~~,cd, nor rven to the inlcrcst of 
thc majority or lhc Soviel pcoplc. But no 
one up to now has h e n  alrlc to prnvc ti~nt 
Sovict exp:tnsion rcsuitcd from intrrn.d cun- 

tradiction of the slalist n~ode of prodncUon. 
tltal it thus bore an impcrialislic character 
(in t cfauic MM). In aulnmary. one ~ou ld  ' 
say that the ~~~ilituriralion of Soviel society 
is morc comprehensive and far-rcaching than 
in any previous social formation; a1 the 
same liunc, Soviet ntililaris~u is ncverthclcu, 
dcfc~.sive, intcreslcd in maintaining the sla. 
tus I ~ U O  and in preventing war. The policy 
01 pc;tccful cocxislcnce corresponds to the* 
needs. 

I1 no spccial anm con~plca with a n  in- 
d c p e ~ ~ d m t  policy of its own. thus M MlC, 
m be aoccrtained in Soviet socicty, thL 
proposition says nothing against the exis. 
tencc of Soviet mililarism. One can look at 
things - in the aensc of Soviet military 
stratcgy - from the invcrsc point of view: 
in Soviel society no particular civilian bu- 
reaucratic complex can b o w  up and pumue 
an indcpcnde~ll policy with respect to the 
ruling arnrp and military policy. Still, the 
gladly. officially proclai~ned monolilhic char- 
acter of Soviet society and ils ruling aoeial 
groups is nut complctcly crcdiblc. For good 
reasons Ilolloway guesses - and the mm- 
mcnL of J.G. Glesern~an support his gum - 
t l t ~ t  the Soviet bureaucracy is divided among 
itself. How deep these diliercneca and divi. 
siona actually arc, wl~at role the contradic- 
tions between the individual bureaucratic 
scetors play alongside the ccnlral contradic- 
tion bctwecn the interest of the bureaucracy 
as a whole and tltc intercsh of the produccn - to ansiver lhis question would require, out- 
side of the empirical studies demanded by 
Holloway, still harder thcorclical work on 
thc rcgularilics of the statist mode of pro- 
duction. would rcquire a fundan~a~ta l  'cri- 
tiquc of the political cconomy of (actually 
existing) socialism'. 
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P I ~ ~ Y o l c ~  The Pol*iro ofAnnrdSm(ggl4 
ThcsamethoughttaasespdinanmherwaybyAgDathrho ~ O f m a u k i n d ' . B u $ t h l s E p S & i n t h e ~ o f t h e ~ -  

Neto, the Angolan leader. 'We are tryine m trea and modanizc . s t a n c e s a f t h ~ ~ e m r s s l e , ~ t h e n a a r r e o f t h o ~  
' our people by a dual Rvaludon: a@ut rheir tmdidonal over-riding need for gPraicipnaioq had to be carded our for the 

spuaureswhichcaanohgerscrvethem,and~colonial pep& 00 rhc Ubarated acaae by thoao peoplc themdvq 
rule.*' And the same WC idea wan again &ed in the indMdwY snd Gdk~xlVeIY. The r e v o k h w  partg should 
Mozambican Msrtdino dm S u n t d 8  m--ping of bour- l e n d , m u s t l e a d ; b u r 8 s a u i d d a d n e ~ a s a a i d o d  
geois nati- ref& nadadhn* to W~IU he defined as cnmmenrntnr‘fnnuwi&in',~s811~chatmaaofthegreat 
r e v d u d e  nattaruhm.' Or conatder how Samcua Machel. 
president of FRELIMO after the lrms of Mancllane in 1969 
g n d ~ d s p r e a i d e n r o f ~ u e , p u t t h e s a m t u n d e t -  d u t y d a v e ~ g p n u i f i c + l g l T b & w n 8 ~ t o m ~ t h e e f f m r  
ljkg fhoughc?: d w c d h e a p e n t h ' l a i a r J n g a n d ~ a l l b a a t e d a r e a  

shou ldbe8eenandknovmmhwei tn~~asa0oaand  
d t ~ ~ n a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , h e a l r h ~ d p m s p e m u a , b w h i n h  effeaively as @bh, ia g d d v o  &aim that cveqww muld 
a l l m e n f i r e e f m m a l l e x p ~ w w l d ~ n ~ ~ ~ o f  sharaThcse~rao~~s lemPnfPrp8choa la , f~c l fa ics .  
all. . andmhssods l s eRias tharwerr~andBta f f edd  

Inthemunrof the~mr&inthem~8gbtweha~0hadm~ suppliedin~measureofthopoSarme 
a m b t  reacdenarg elemase. we came m uodcmtsnd one obj& I t m y  b~spsytooVBdOOLthe~dBPCh&BLLBtop~puk- 
morcdcarly. Wefe l t~ytbat theBmtgBlemsearenewarmc-  dons never given thein by the d d d  sy6tem, nave in the 
aveasrnvldfallwiairhinthecreatirmofanewmmtaUty. 
Crcadng an anirude ofsoli- becwem people m enable W m ecanfiestmeasure,N~ypvhospenrany~ddmeiathese 

c a n y m u d e c t i v e w o r k p r m u p p s s a t h e ~ t i O n o f ~ ~  H b e n u e d a r e a e ~ b e ~ y f o m a 9 ; e ~ I o i e t s k c . O n o ~ a ~  

Dev-g a healthy 4 molutionarg amalky, which pmmotc~ 
in197a,farfarthechesrmthcrpLiberatedareasof--Bissau 

thelibPadonofwomendthePearirmofanewgenoatlonssifhe a n d a a 0 8 8 t h c c o a w a l o g k s O f r e m 0 U I ~ ~ ~ i c L e d ~ , t h e  
aillmive feeling ofmpmibilrg, requires the damuctlon ofhhedtd parlents'~sferdp~CUnicofthePAIGCandmunted 
~ ~ r m p t  idesa and casts upthenamesfPTthe~PWoIIIOIUhs:thDp~am~to- 
In order m l a y t h e f o u n d a d o n a o f a p ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ n d a d ~ ~ y .  thm 600. No diaic bad wvst adated there befm 

Bdencehastoovermmesupemtition.TormitcallMozambfeaPs,aans- Yet tbeso cllalcs ead SC~OOIS prao rimro than mere d d i d o ~  
tending Oadid~ns and differenr languages, requtrm tbst the kibn Qa'asdiripmal~'freadfmmcoloDialpow~.Thegw~ 
mum die ia our cadammm 80 thar the nanatlrm may be h a d  insrmmentsnfnJarralpmpresa.TheLaestionandthtk 

The ursk was thus altagerhet cliff- fmm 'a m m  Afdcan- c o n d u c t i n ~ n a ~ a s p ~ n e e s , n c a r a t r i n r d e a V ~ e i r l e  
Lation of the existing mlonial spuaUresa1O within WW neither v o l u n t e e r e d f o r ~ a a d b e a u n e m u s e ~ . V i l l a I I e ~  
the tribe had died nor the nadon had wme to birth. It waa aa v o l ~ f o r t h e ~ ~ ~ o f ~ s c h m l s d  
different from any such m o - d d d  exerdue, any such t&hg J i n i c s , s u p p l y i n g t h e t e a g h e r s w f t h f o c d , ~ t h a t ~  
over of 'what existed', as it waa different fmm a reversion to the Ealdaantparouaweroporsuadaitosaaificathelabouraf~ 

indigenous sm- (cultmu, concepm, paaerns of behaviour, 
and the M), and thereby to modanizc them: to W o r m  (dmmedmmtheirUMIl~hdniee8Q. 
them, thar is, into the framework of a Bodety 'capable of reaperr- A dual pnxm derrebpab pmfecdq~ a moQl of b own. Rural 
3% everyfhinB rhar the world loday has conquered for the ppuladonswm ~ a B t o ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ e 8 k , ~ ~ ~ p a  
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1. Querrllla Inllatlon: The FOW Theory as 
a Theory for Failure 

While some conservatives (in France, for example, during the 
Algerian war, and the United States during the Vietnam war) 
have insisted that any revolutionary war can be defeated (thus 
su~cessfully mixing up the political issue with military questions). 
a considerable fraction of the Far Left has simultaneously spread 
and elaborated the myth of the invincibility of guerrilla warfare. 
Examples were available to support either of the two theses. 
Among theoreticians and upholders of counterinsurgency, much 
was naturally made of how the Greek resistance was wiped out 
just aher World War 11, or the Huks in the Philippines as 
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of it, conditions looked favorable; most Latin American govem- 
ments were inefficient and unstable, and some were heavUy op- 
pressive; none seemed designed to promote economic development 
or the modernization of political and social structures. The AUi- 
ance for Progress was a flop. What with the deterioration in terms 
of trade, Latin America's share in world trade had fallen in less 
than fifteen years to 5 percent. Income distribution was among 
the least egalitarian in the world, while the need for agrarian re- 
form was unmistakable. So it was that among certain revolu- 

l 
tionaries, encouraged by the Cuban success, hopes were high 
that by launching guerrilla operations, conditions could be created 
for radical change. 

How was this guerrilla war to be waged? Revolutionary 
warfare in its modem form is not easy to summarize, but roughly 
speaking it includes three distinct phases. The first, a defensive 
phase, during which the revolutionary organization takes root 
among the people, is usually long and requires essentially political I 
preparatory work. When the underground organization and its ! 

infrastructure have become strong, the second phase begins: now 
l 

it becomes a matter of weakening the adversary little by little, to l 
I 

season one's fighting units while continuing steadii to extend i 
control over the population. When a point of balance has been I 

reached, the third phase consists in developing offensive opera- 
tions with bigger and bigger units. Schematically, this is what 

l 
happened in China, then in Indochina, and was in the process 
of happening in 1965 in South Vietnam when American troops 
intervened massively to save the Saigon regime. 

The general lessons to be drawn from the experience of all 
the revolutionary wars that have enjoyed any degree of success, 

l 
I 

can be summed up in two basic points: 1. The objective and I 

subjective conditions must be as ripe as possible, the most favor- 
able situation being one of foreign domination or aggression, 
enabling the revolution to mobilize the broadest segments of so- 

j 
dety toward a goal that is both national and social; and 2. The 
organization of the guerrilla force-and, above all, its clandestine 

i 
political structure, linked to the population-must be such that it 

will eventually allow the military guerrilla force to recruit, de- 
velop, and endure. These characteristics have essentially been 
lacking in Latin American guerrilla efforts-even in Colombia, 
which was the scene of the most widespread violence since the 
Mexican revolution. But another major reason for the failures 
of Latin American guerrillas just after the Cuban revolution lies 
in their attempt to put into practice the foco l theory, first formu- 
lated by Guevara and systematized by R€gis Debray. Based on 
what seemed to him to be the lessons to be drawn from the 
Cuban revolution, Guevara, in his book Guerrilla Warfare, in 
,1960, argued that guerrilla fighters can defeat a regular army; 
the basic terrain of guerrilla war in Latin America should be in 
the countryside; and especially (and here lies his originality) 
revolutionaries need not and must not wait until all the objective 
conditions are right to launch their struggle, since the foco, the 
mobile focal point of insurrection, is able by its very existence 
to create them. In other words, Guevara called for imitation of 
the Cuban example and attached no basic importance to what 
made it special. 

But if guerrilla warfare brought to power the group of 
survivors who came ashore in the Grunm, the point is that there 
was no question then, in 1956, of setting up a socialist regimc in 
Cuba that depended on many other factors. 

Aside from the neutrality of the United States from 1956 
to 1959, there were the varying degrees of participation in or 
benevolent neutrality toward the Castroist guerrilla effort-espe- 
ciaUy in Cuba's cities-on the part of people from diverse social 
backgrounds quite happy to see the end of the Batista tyranny 
but who did not wish or foresee the direction Castro took in 
1960-61. It was only well after his conquest of power, in fact, 
that the radicalization became perceptible which was to lead to 
changes in Cuba's social and economic structures. The element 
of surprise, not to say misunderstanding, which allowed the revo- 

1% Guevm, GuerrUla W m f m  (New York: Monthly Review P m  1963). 
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lutionary Cuban leadership to make their revolution mom and 
more radical, could not happen again. 

Nonetheless the Cuban example gave rise throughout Latin 
America to both a revolutionary enthusiasm in some sectors of 
the urban middle classes and an ultravoluntarist strategy, which 
was inoperative if not downright suicidal. It is, at any rate, true 
that the activities of the Latin American Communist parties (few 
of which had much of a following anyway) had scant prospects 
to offer. Between 1962 and 1965 a few of them, in order not to 
be found lagging behind (in Venezuela, Colombia, Guatemala), 
took part in armed struggle, while they went on trying to arrange 
for the possibility of being accepted on the national chessboard 
as a legal political force. Simultaneously, it became obvious that 
the Soviet Union had no desire whatever to be stuck with sup- 
porting yet another Cuba. 

The weakness of the fcco theory, accordiig to which one 
headed straight into armed struggle without any serious moblliza- 
tion of the population, was precisely that it cut off the guerrilla 
fighters &om popular support. This was amply demonstrated time 
and again: in the failures in Paraguay (Movement of 14 
May 1959); Colombia (WorkersStudents-Peasants Movement, 
MOEC, in 1961); Ecuador (Revolutionary Union of Ecuadorian 
Youth in 1962); the Dominican Republic (Revolutionary move- 
ment of May 14, in 1963); Argentina (1963, 1964, especially in 
the Tucuman region); Peru (the 1965 guerrilla efforts of the MIR 
and the ELN, which briefly tried to take. root in the population); 
Brazil (repeated attempts throughout the decade); Honduras; 
Mexico; and finally Bolivia, with Guevara-not counting the 
many groups that came apart before even managing to get to the 
mountains. Even the groups that did (or still do) amount to 
something, whether rural (Venezuela, Guatemala) or urban 
(Brazil 1969-71, Uruguay), were on the whole cut off from the 
masses. Out of some fifteen countries where serious guerrilla 
activity broke out at least thirty times, only a few guerrilla cen- 
ters are still remaining in a halfdozen countries. Among the most 
long-standing are: h Venezuela, the National Liberation Armed 
Forces (FALN), led by Douglas Bravo; in Guatemala, the Revo- 
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lutionary Armed Forces (FAR) of Cesar Montes; in Colombia. 
the National Liberation Army (ELN) of Fabio Vasquez, as well 
as the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), more 
or less connected to the Communist party; in Nicaragua, the 
Sandinist National Liberation Front (FSLN) of Carlos Fonscca 
Amador; the Tupamaros in Uruguay; and the armed Trotskyist 
groups in Argentina. Mention can be made in passing of recent 
organizations in Brazil (heavily decimated) and Mexico (only in 
the most remote states, such as Sonora and Guerrero, where the 
Emiliauo Zapata Armed Front of National Liberation and the 
Revolutionary National Civil Action operate, among others.) 

Guevara's death in October 1967 provided a spectacular 
symbol of the failure of Cuban-style guerrilla activity inspired by 
the foco theory; but in reality the inadequacy of that theory had 
already been proved, even before its strategy was worked out 
systematically by R6gis Debray in his book Revolrrtion in the 
Revolution. Debray's work-which caused a considerable stir, 
what with the prestige of the Cuban revolution, Che's person- 
ality, and the theoretical weakness of guerrilla leadership in Latin 
America-analyzed four forms of action and organization: 
"armed self-defense"; armed propaganda; guerrilla bases; and the 
classic vanguard party. The initial weakness of the foco * is that 
it is without popular support for a more or less considerable length 
of time. It has only itself to rely on. But it is important to have 
a clear idea in advance of the social lay of the land before trying 
to take root. The point is to figure out ahead of time, by fint- 
hand knowledge of local situations, which are the sectors within 
the peasantry that can be aroused and mobilized; it is hest to 
know about the obstacles before running into them. Othenvisc, 
guerrillas are doomed to survive only through their mobility in 
virtually uninhabited areas-like a lonely eagle on a mountain 

'Sectioas of the foUowing passa8e appeared in my review of Revolurlon In the 
Revolurlon, publishul in EPprlr (Pans), November 1967. This review was con- 
aidered loo critical and con?.equently was turned down by stveral left-wing and 
Par-Left ublications in Pransc. And my criticisms neemcd irrelevant to high 
C u b e  odcials !n the euphoria of the conference of the Orpani.n!io? of Latin 
Amcnca W a n t  (OLAS. Havana, August 1967). whers I was ~nvrted as an 
Wrver .  But ~egm;ay has slum publied an aulmritieiam of l h .  lhesis of his 
sntlre book. 
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spoke Quechua at least enough to get along. In the Indian world, 
so violently crushed by physical poverty and so pmfoundly de- 
structured, the Spanish of the white man only awakens distrust. 

Compared to these major factors influencing political de- 
velopment in Latin America, the (usually indirect) intervention of 
the United States in counterinsurgency operations is of minor 
importance. True, the United States training ceuter in Panama 
has turned out more than 20,000 specialists in counterinsurgency 
who are sent throughout Latin America. In Venezuela and Co- 
lombia, local armies have made successful use ol these specialized 
corps. But success is due primarily to the weakness of the guer- 
rillas' support structure and the flimsiness of their links with the 
population. 

Considering the basic political strategy of revolutionary war 
-in which factors of time, space, and costs are of vital impor- 
tance-it is impossible to disregard the scant taste exhibited in 
Latin America for patience, for the sense of the long haul on which 
revolutionary war depends. The space of revolutionary action, 
whether geographical or social, is almost always very limited, with 
so few sectors of society involved that the state and its machinery 
are never short of reliable aliies. And high-level leaders, whose 
knowledge and prestige are needed to keep the struggle going, 
feel obliged both by the thinness of the ranks and by social 
pressure, by machismo, to risk their lives in combats which should 
not require their presence. Guevara, Camillo T o m ,  Luis de la 
Puente, Guillermo Lobaton, Fabricio Ojeda, Carlos Marigheuo, 
Yon Sosa, Inti Peredo, to mention only the best known-these 
grave losses are themselves a sign of the fragility of Latin Ameri- 
can guerrilla movements. (By comparison, in a dozen years of 
war, only one of the fifty members of the central committee of 
the South Vietnamese National Liberation Front fell into the 
hands of the enemy.) 

A certain number of other sociological traits common to 
most Latin American societies also need to be mentioned. While 
these would be secondary in a major war, with the revolution held 
together by a central revolutionary ideology, these traits weigh 

against successful action in other circumstances: verbal inflation, 
accompanied by slight ability to keep secrets, lack of group 
cohesiveness, worsened by an obsession with authority (what 
Latin American in charge of a dozen others resists proclaiming 
himself cornandante?); machismo and fascination with death 
(largely products of the Hispanic tradition). The only group 
which seems to a large extent free of these traits is the Tupamaros, 
which developed out of a modem urban society with an industrial 
sense of relationship to time. 

In short, the basic weakness up to now of guerrilla move- 
ments in Latin America has been their political inability to give 
rise to a disciplined organizational apparatus connected to a 
nationwide support structure. Nowhere in Latin America is there 
any sign that such an apparatus is being developed. In fact, the 
guerrillas' only serious outside support, Cuba, after Guevara's 
death gave up the idea of the imminent apocalypse of continental 
revolution and reduced its aid-at the same time agreeing to 
respect the positive aspects of regimes like that in Peru, whose 
reformism it would not have failed to criticize only a short time 
before. Thii change is no doubt due to Cuba's domestic eco: 
nomic and political problems, but is also due to the scant success 
of the guerrilla movements which, fifteen years after Sierra Mac; 
stra, have mostly proved to be ephemeral. 

But if the guerrilla movements have not directly brought 
decisive changes in the continent, the Alliance for Progress has 
also failed; so have the Communist parties. Indirectly, the focos 
have brought many transformations. Nationalist feeling, as always 
directed against the United States, and kept alive in the citiek 
mostly by the petty bourgeoisie, grew stronger in the decade 
following the Cuban revolution. This trend influenced, among 
others, a large number of junior military officers, who a w a k e d  
to the idea that the ruling classes were cormpt and ineffective. 
ineffective in modernizing and developing the country and ineffec- 
tual in preserving national dignity. In this sense, the moderniza- 
tion experiments of the Peruvian military regime since 1968 are 
the result of the guerrilla movements of 1965. 



Still, in the past ten years only three or four Latin Ameri- 
can countries have undergone any noticeable economic or social 
changes. Elsewhere the problems that once gave rise to guerriIla 
movements are still there, the same as ever-indeed, worsened 
by the population explosion (the projected population of Latin 
America will be 380 million in 1980 and more than 600 million 
at the end of the century). 

Yet at least for the foreseeable future, it is likely that con- 
trary to the famous slogan of only a few years ago, there will not 
be a Vietnam in Latin America. The conditions are lacking, not 

1 
1 

for the launching, but for the successful conclusion of armed 
struggle. In the last analysis, the historic opportunity for Latin 
American revolutionaries to start with an organization and build 
up a broad support structure in the masses has never really 
existed. In reality, revolutionary wars were a phenomenon that 
came out of the context of World War 11, with the considerable 
weakening of Western domination and with the experience of 
Japanese military occupation. It was that world crisis which made 
possible not the creation of an organization and a certain support 
structure, which already existed, hut the victorious emergence of 
the Chinese revolution. From that crisis the h g  battle of the 
Vietnamese people drew its initial strength. 
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