The Book.

l. The hnok, like money, arises with commodity relations.
hen commodity relations retreat - as in the post lioman
period in Furope - so does the production and circulation
of bool:s, 'hen they exnand, so do books, their writing,
reproduction, circulation, and consumption. The first
question is: what is the relation of hooks to commodity
production. The second: will books disanmear with the
surpassine of commodity relations.Can we speak of a socialist
book? -

2. To begin with, books were among the earliest commoditiecs.
Vhile the ancient Sumerians,Babylonisns, dssyrians and
HHittites wrote on clay tablets, and mortuary panyrus

rolls survive from Egypt at around 2,500 BC, the major
development in the use of papyrus books probably occured
around the 6th century BC in Greece. Certainly by the 5th
century BC there was an active market for books, as
there was in lome. The early collections were private.
Aristotles was a famous one, but there were many similar
examnles among these first representatives of the

universal head. In Rome there were many villa libraries,
From the 1lst and 2nd centuries there were complaints of
private libraries whose main purpose was display. 4B thés
time of August 26 libraries were set up, all in temnles,
and by the -2nd century AD most cities of the empire
possessed munigipal libraries. Yet while the purchase

was made from state funds as well as private ones, the
books for the most part were still produced for sale.

From the time of Cicero there is evidence of large scriptoria
utrning out copies for sale. hartial complained about
professional copyists who became careless in their speed.
The trade decrees of Diocletian set a price for the copying
of books.

3« From this period too dbtbhxbexbibibibrx comes evidence

of exnloitive relations in production. The copyists were
slaves, and as many as 30 copyists would work simultaneously
with a readadictating (a good examnle of simple co-operationl.
After the post-Roman contraction of commodity relations

in Vestern Furope, the medieval expansion in trade,

likewise brought with it an expansion in the trade in

books, and their production by copyists: some artisansj

some students working far tkemselves; but also scribes

hired for wages. It anpears that it was the sunpliers of

the raw naterials - the stationers - who dominated prodgction,
and under thei drive for faster turnover time, the old
monastic individual, slow production, was surpassed by

aew methods, new abbreviations, snecialist copyists and

so on. By the 14th century not only was the book trade
rapidly exnanding, but it is probable that xe there was

the develonment of manufacture in the process of canitalist
production,

4, And was not the invention of printing the first

examnle of machinofacture. The art of the scribe had to

be arrcsted and split un. Fovement was translated into

a series of static frames. "Tynogranhy bears much resemhliance
to the cinema, just as the reading of print puts the
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reader in the role of the movie projector. The recader moves
the series of immrinted letters before him at a snced
censistent with khm avprehending the motions of the

authors mind. The reader of print, that is, stands in an

utt erly different relation to the writer from the reader of
manvscrint. Print gradua ly makes reading aloud nointless.
and accelerated the act of reading till the reader could

feel in the hands of his author... Just as nrint was the
first mass nroduced thing, i0 it was the first uniform and
renveatable commodity. The asserbly line of movahle tynes

made mossible a product that was uniform and as rencatabie

as a scientific exneriment." This passage is from

Yarshall YclLuhan (G5 n.125), He is concerned with the

effects of maggé gfg nge on consurntion: the great exnansion
of reading (8 ﬁ§ es§1 ated 40% literacy in “ngland in x¥=1328
IfkhxwxY, the changed ways of experiencing the world through
the eye(nrint) rather than the ear. i'or the moment I want
only to note the significance both for nroduction and

trade., In the 15th century 40,000 incubabala (or nrinted
books) were nroduced; in the 16th century,520,000 issues and
editions. " hile the carly printers designed, set typne,

and even nulled the bars of their own presses (working aiong
with hired labour), the 16th century nrinters already
oxemnlified a tendency to concentration and centralisation

of capital, loberger of Nurnberg had 24 nressed and

employed more than 100 workers. Plantin had 25 presses and
150 workers. “e can also see the beginning of the distinction
hetween publishers with their expanding editorial staffs
(including <rasmus) and the nrinters.

5. Thus the bhook was not only contemporaneous with the
develorment of commodity relations, it was a leading
cormodity in its own right, and its production was the
one of the first snhercs of xanbfbrbubimxx industry to
enter into the era of machinofacture.

6. Une of the major reasons for this lies in the develonment
of the division between head and hand, heralded by the

entry of commadit¥ production into the ‘estern world.

Thouzgh the early exemnla of the universal heady conducted
their discourse orally (Zocrates like Christ never wrote

a book), the role of the hook as a material medium for
renresent ing the universal scope of ahstract thought

ranidly led to a su-nlementation and then surpassing of

the oral by the wvisual, of xhagﬁgnﬂxkx sneech by xbihkx
writinze. The haook gave thoucht x"snatial mohility, and

® nermanence which its charaeter renuired. irevious

¢ Xtural discourse by riling classes had achieved permanence
in other ways - rhyme, song and ritual - but all these

were necessarily confined in snace, and unsuited to the
develonment of abstract thought.

7. The hook in short became one of the material instruments
by which the headyxtixbebsbdbfbobxbhbxkmnix cons~lidated
itself amainst the hand. dooks stonod against labour,

and were slorified as such by the exnleoiting classesx in
the slave enmpires. In the 'iddle sAges the form of this
intellectual domina#tion was religious, and couched in

a foreizn tonzue. Unto 1400 the great majority of books
were religious., Muring the 15th century, the proportion of
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religious books fell to 45% (30% literature, 0% law, 10k
science and miscellanous 5%). By the 15th century the
religious nroportion had fallen further to 4C%.. Yet even
in 1500 77% of all books vproduced until then (30,000-35,000
separate publications) were in *atin,

8. The reasons =iven tox ex lain the book form are similar to
those used to Rbscxikex analyse the use value of mohey.

The book is a medium of intellectual ecirculation. It is a
store of value. “~hy? Because it is portable, and, with the
introduction of mmpexx napyrus and then ndner, it lasts.

But as witk money, and indeed all commodities, we must

ask about the nature of the use value of the hook, and how
that a“feets the social relations of production, distribution
and consumntion.

9, Mirst production. ¥Ye must distinguish the writing of
the book, and its setting,,s#d vrinting/binding. Under
canitalism writing is still nredominantly indiviédalised,
an artisan craft. lore, itm annears that the notion of
the author's pronerty rights developed with nrint. Prior
to print, books were conied, and often changed in

conying. A book in this sense became a collective production,
like a legend, cmbellished, clarified, changed. Production
for profit was the motive of the stationers, or owners of
scrintoria, rather than authors., .Juthorship, and all that
goes with it, had not develoned as a concept:

4 e indifference of medieval scholars to the precise
identity of the authors whose books they studied is
undeniable. The writers themselves, on the ther hand,

did not always tpouble to 'quote' what they took

from other books or to indicate #where they took it from;
they were diffidfgt about signing even what was clearly
their own in an unambisuous and unmistakeahle manner."”
(T.7.%oldsemidt, ledieval Texts and their #irst Anpearence
in print, n.116. quoted GG 131).

Rooks were moreover made up of collections of tracts,
collections made un hy the copyist, or nroducer of the

book, without an editor, catalomued under an arbitrary

name, All this chansed with the develonsiment of nrint,
narticularly after 1500, When an author could sell his work,
when the editorial publisher bhecame distinct from the
technichal nrinter, when a single manuscript could be

copied unambigoously in rultiple copies. i'rom this time
manuscripts hecame prenared. Unfinished drafts, notes and
memos became private. The finished draft was made npublic.
Only in a few fields ~ narticularly science - did authorship
ebrbxhubxbabhbxbebahthryybrbebxbrkixx itself become
surnassed so tqa we 1 ok on the commiler with the sane
indiflerence as/the medieval reader (consider the authorshin
of mulﬂgplication tables.)

Todar in some fields collective anthorship, and even
anonymity, is bacoming more common. “cwsnaners are one
examnle. The mnaner is commnosed hy mﬂjy authors, soile nanmed,
others nroletarian sunpliers of informnation, editors,
sub-editors and so on, The lcaders of newsnpapers preserve,
as until recently did the Times,%the tradition of anonymity.
Tn books, certain volumes with a large market are now

composed by rreat teams, the encvelopedias, xx® reforence
hooks, and}the volunmes 5ioneered“by Pitcheil Bdeazleys.
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A recent develonment is in the field of so called

'managed books', These are textbooks put together

by the nublisher with an editorial board of academics,

and ench contributor being paid a lump sum rather than

a royalty. Control remains decisively with the publisher,
and as a result the time taken to m'create' the book

from incention to bound books has been lowered from 5 years
to 16-18 monthd, The first managed text on Psychology

was begup in 1969, sold 186,000 copies in-the first year
although priced above competitors. (A&Y 253)

These examplesxrepresent a new stage in the socialisation
of wWritimrx book writing. }ost writing still remains
individualised craft production, but in certain fields

we have seen the ar E? of the putting out system
{textbooks), simnleggﬁ—operation ( volumes of collected
papers, symposia), and now manufacture, In manufacture

the product is designed to cover a wide market. Its writing
therefore demands a division of labour of the initial
writers. Secondary writers known as 'nrofessional writers'
are emnloyed to either ¥ write or re-write the book.

Ta latter are commonly required to work to xbxdiux¥xkywriting
formulae - or readahility indices - based on word length
sentence structure and sentence length. here the writer
has failed to meet the required rea#ability scores, an
editor, working to the formula, can deo so. The American
publishers increasingly acknowledge that a book must not
score ?'gher than 11th to 13th grade stadards if it is

to sef } n the Junior College market.

Here then after 500 years of commodity writing canital is

at last devising ways of reaching directly into writing.

The nayment of fixed fees and xbXhxhmsx wages rather than
rovalties exemnlifies the trend. %hile many textbooks are
still one stage away from this direct control - working on
the mutting out system - it seems now only a question of
time before they are brought more directly under the sway

of capital. And thé significance of the trend is underscored
if we remember the immort.nce of the the tynes of book we
are discussing in relation to total bhooks. In the US

10%. of all hooks sold are encyclopedias and reference bhooks
(hish socialisation of wiriting), and 3€% 162 textbooks for
elementary and secondary schools, and 14% other educational
textbooks. Thus 40% of bhooks in the US are either already

in or liable to be inc~rnor g into the era of manufacture
of writing, ghzbxhsbxhe as/névwspapers and periodicals already
are,

As with newsnapers.tno, the trend in production, carries
with it implications for the product, the range of the
market, and the g¢oncentrati~n and centralisation of
capital. Capital s collective books require large outlays
of money. %“ome of the managed textbnoks published by

CRM and Dushkin snxhxirxkh= have paid out Z100C,000 in
'manuscrint fees' prior to publiecation. Mitechell Beazleg‘s
pre-nublication costs per hook have reached more than £2m,
with as mangy as 60 people working on a kzmkxsingle title.
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The Encyclopedia drittanica's latest re-working must have
been much, much more.

Such large investments imply lars: markets, and increasingly
international ones, Xhmbxhxbkbxbzhrbrbybkbxhrbisbihkbrhabibnal
shibsbibxhsbxbihsly Susbkbxkubxbxbnbkiabxbubilybxbthehmtkhayx
rbxbkbubkbrbibebhbahshxirtahibabxbrbibmbrhekx {n the Ui,
exports as a % of sales have risen from 25% after the 2nd
war to 40% mow. 'enguins have 52% of their sales overseas
and BPC's. publishing side (a leader in the field of
'manufactured' writing) earns 75% of its profits from
overseas production and exports. ilthough there are
other reasons for this trend, the move towards standard
commodities is a leading one. Thus the ratio of xhibxbkbx
exports to home sales is hikkbxt hisher for scheool texts
mhitbtbebrbrhabxhrixbeh=ht bfhxbihkbrbknuxe than for other
typves of book from the UK in 1974 (with the exception of
hardback bibles, of which 60% were exported). (aA&M 62),
And with international maxkmkxyxawns® mass markets, comes
the demand for khks concentration on products with most
universal anplication, and for standardisation within those
fields, shrbibxdw The Readers Digest and the AA b oks
cover flowers, the countryside, the history of the world,
the geography of continents., Dook Club -<ssociates
(unitied ¥.I.Smith and the Ame ican Fi#rm Doubleday)
got 60,000 members in 2 years for their cookery bnok club.

' : liitchell Beazley
are producing: a universal guiue to childbirth. The
“ncyclopedia Brittanica by definition covers everything.

These developments must be seen against two contradictions
sfxkks inherent in craft wxriting, The first is t"e barrier
craft authorship presents to capital. The output of most
craft authors is uncertain, and even more so its marlketabilif
20% of books earn 80% of revenue, and most of these are
texthooks. The enormous number of books produced -

568,000 new titles in 1975 - are in nart a rellection of the
fact that canitalist nublishers are forced to exneriment
with new titles because of the unmredictability of their
product. Uourgeois commentators idertdfy the problem as
unnredictability of makrets. It is rather a guestion of

the lack of control capital has on production, and their
#hstjmmoknrexhknknthenefars failure therefore to adequately
unite production and consumption - even on canital's
traditional terms.

The tendency for capitalism to overproduce titles - seizing
on every possible writer in the hope of a winner - is

no more clearer than over the last 20 years with the #
oreat exnansion of kbabxbubenxmf potential authors

éthe so-called knowledge revolution). Table 1 gives the
UNESCC fisures for increases in number of annual titles

by area., Cverall the nmumber of titles ner annum has

rmore than doubled in 20 years. But whereas the highly
centralised publishing system of the USER has only increased
by 44'., shaviirix Morth dmerica (predominantly the USi) has
risen by 557%. In part +this relIlects the increase in the
size of the US market itself, but it also shows the way

in which canitalist publishins, tied to the craft author,
§§§H§Bng§§wer the market with products to find the
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saleable ones, amid industry cries of !overproduction'.

Table 1.
New hook titles produced annually
1955 1875 85 increase.
000's

269 .
orld total XX 368 111
North America 14 92 ~ 557
Latin America 11 29 164
Turope 131 264 102
Lsgen 85 79 44
Oceania 55 79 44
Asia 54 88 63
AMrica 3 11 267
Developed
countries 211 S88 298
Underdeveloped
countries o8 180 210

Source: UXISCO Yearbook 1978

{(note: the low (‘ceania fizure may be related to the xbzbnkx
Hbxbbrbebihinx underdevelopment of .ustralian publishing -
relying as they have shxbrhsbxbxbxbspksiix until recently on
British imports.)

Those craft authors 'hose hooks are successful (in
market terms) cannot -~ unfortunate¥y for capital - be
proletarianised, Thoush Booker Drothers ~ the sugar
conglomerate — now 'own' many leading aubhodxs' propeeitorial
rishts X in return for?regular income, most writers retain
their swmx econecmic indepndence. Publishers will try and
and mon-nolise writers. The system of advances, of richts
over future books, and so oni but the indencndent authors
can through agents annroonriate considerable portions of
profit fron successful volumes, while sharing few of the
losses from the unsuccessful, :And of course, with the
uncertainty of the prodwct, the author as hrand name
become ¢ fetishised., Th» most sueccessful are theose formula
writers, whose each book is in the same genre as the last.
Table 2 contains %h% g%q§ %v nslated authors in the world,
It is striking hotocsni? ¥ E? culturds main contrihbution

is in the field of thrillers (in all senses of the word)
and detective stordags:
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Table 2,

Most translated authors as of 1973.

ko of No of

translat- trionslating

ions countries
Lenin 348 19
A, Christie 158 20
Jules Verne 156 24
Marx 132 25
Simenon 131 21
Lafuente 125 1
Tolstoy 123 a7
Blyton 106 12
Gorki 105 25
Dreznev 100 10
Dostoyevski 95 23
Shakespeare 93 25
A.liaclean 91 15
Grimm 20 12
J.l.Chase 86 13
J.London 86 19
Yelwain 83 25
H.CoAnderson 82 20

Source: UNNSZ0 Yemrbook. 1976

Given the cult of the 'mkauthor', a cult deriving

from the separation of wrltlxnw, publishing, and reading,
we find nmublishing capital in the blzarre position of
assigning authorshlp of its collec WEly 'managed!
textbooks to peonle who have written virtual ly none of
the book.

It is wetlwxexs® k&= capital's failure to control
writigg that we must look for the exnlanation kbxbim
of the relatively unconce trated structure of the
publishing industry. Although a few —ajor firums
produce the bulk of titles, control crucial narts of the
system of distribution, and in particular dominate
export markets, there is always the possibility of small
publishers producing boolks which will sell the
mmbers required by the economics of prodiiction. Thus in
the US, wkxkm 200 firms account for 85% of hook publishing,

a f rther XxR0xx QOQ are sinnlflcan nubl:shlnm housesg

w' ile dﬂrln the, 6 mang 0 small fs sxrang
up in Ean where va oris tlon was S0 1mner

cormanda
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The second contradiction of the craft author Xstems
from the individualisation of writing itself%. The architype
of the writer under canitalism is the solitary auhhor, the
novelist, the poet. DBut thisxbxbhxkx image, and in some cases
the reality, are the product of the way in which a writer
relates to readers under capitalismy i.e. when the book
becomes a commodity. The fact that writing xbxhabghkxy
pbrbepbibubxbRbebshtxxxibrhxintinhxbilizbkbLhzlixs has a value
means that it is subject to #he iron grid of property.

But all that is written has of course a history: a history
of discussion, pefception, reading, drafting, verbal
formulation and so on. None of these earlier stnges of
a text's history can be adenuately made into a commodity
by capital. Iecctures can charged forycertainly,
Some people are paid to be'around'y a university, or
aristiooeratic household, even a firm. The advent of
television has meant that this verhal moment can he cantured,
relayed, 9gggc§ified on video mEnExbabibxx edited, and sold.
But until/video, writing was the firgEtx moment that
thought& discoursey were ohjedtified in a material form,
which could be privatised. It was the first momeht that
could be mex drawn into the web of cnmmodity relations.
As such it was the writer who, in canitalist society, was
privileged, although writing is in princinle no more
'nrivate' than is talking. Cne may write for oneself,
just as one may sneak to oneself, but writing like speech is
social, in its origins, in its pbebkhxEwx XkxXvery nature
~as in its practise. To charge someone for smeaking to
them, particularly when the occasion is arrangerl via an
intermediary, would on the face of it anpear absurd, but
that in effect is what havpens when hooks are a commodity.

The point is not that writing is not individual. It is
as individual as sneech. But the prodwct of the single
hand, as of the single mouth, is the praduct of a history
of social relations of which the writer abxbhbx and the spealc
are but the momentary exnressions. {nce this moment is
privatised it stands at odds with the social character
of discourse. The contradiction is present daily in
universities. In these institutions written work is the
main instrument for the cormensuration of labour. There
are obhjective reasons for this. In Xbxbhsx a system of
large institutions, those resndnsible for the mobility of
labour (annointments bhirds,) cannot know all the
a plicants in the daily detail which would e necessary
to make a Jjudgement. 'ritten work is portable, quick to
scan or cven read, verifiable to those who nuestion, and so o:
Thus written work becomes anx objective xhibhehkbxx index for
the value of an intellectual labourer. The fact that the
intellectual labourer has to sell YixbrhRJYkbrEehfmebx
his/her labour canatity as a commodity means that the
individualised co modity nature mxkx¥® of one form of
his/her ‘'production' is re~inforced;the book/article.
There is a ppfihund fetishism of the written word,
exemrl'ggﬁd in the instruction to one xmxy able teacher
at tfgﬁuusiness School. that were he to write a book (any
book) which %% was reviewed in a respectable journal he
would auntomatica’ly be cranted a professorship.
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The introduction of commodity relations into the
heart of an intellectual community is in direct
contradiction to the necessary conditions for intellectual
production (viewing these now from capital's point of view),.
Individuals pbxbabxbmbibhslkxbilizbhzhx are encouraged to
nrivatise their ideas their notesy until they are published.
urthermore, the nature of khabihkbibeetmzt whxksbxbxbE
xbrxechbkh® the system of privatised thdéught - Lemmmbxbmbrbinkxs
commensurated through nrint - is such as to encourage
(in the so called social sciences at least) modwmular
production (a basic model with variations to anpearences).
Almost all serious work in the social aciences has been
nroduced outsideiéystems dominated by privatised inte lectual
relations, eithe¥r/old aristocractig & é@i% ions of learning
such as Cxbridge, +<aris, or the ol grg a ? n Universities,
sxxky (Dirkheim, Pareto, " eber, harc Bloch) or by n-ople
shibxH® who did not sell their intellectual labour capacity
as a commodity (Marx, Freud, Jung, Lenin, Hao, .ittgenstein).

The noint is that the very character of intellectual
cammensuration - khmxx nrint - affects the contentj most
ehebrhx i bxx clearly in PlD theses where
unamb?@ggggggggggical work is priveleged in relation to
khw much more ambiguous¥ and social theoretical enquiry.
Impiricism is a result not merely of social relations under
capitalism more generally, but of the structurc of
intel ectual relations themselves,

In place then of the individual author selling a
craft product in the manner of Inibhxbdbzbxbmbmixdbibx
simple commodity production, we have kixbEbihkbibxbikuxk
proletarian intellectual labour se'ling a RbabBubxx
craft product xhxbkbxbibxbehthebkhxixbebx through which
his/her labour will be commensurated, and via which
improvements in his/her nosition within the intellectual
prolatariat will be determined. That the majority of
writing takes place within this form of social relations
rather than as sirmnle commodity production is suggested
by the distribution of subjects among books produced.
In the Ui, % of titles produced in 1975 were in the
fields of social science, nure and annlied science, arts,
geography and history, and a further quarter in the field
of literature, mhrbxb®xxkx and literar=xy criticism. l.any of
the authors of these books are necessarily connected to
institutions of learning, as paid labour, and subject to
the forms of commensuration mentioned above, It is no
surprise to find khkx Dawid ilolloway, the literary editor
of the “aily lelegraph, estinating that of 13,700 professional
writers in Britxain, only 35 _earned a living from writing
as an exclusive ocaunation. In the US, lussak writes,
"the vast majority of the producers and buyers of
monogranhs, b oks and journals at the postgraduate level
are located in institutions of hig er education and are
sumnorted by an annual salary."Ifxusnsniakikntexnipontnobhizgk
fbxbxbwbobkbibgbxe (Al 110)

Xhehehthrbxs®x Intellectual labour tends to universlity.
Its outnut affects capital in general, and as such individual
capitals have hired labour for annlicaticns of gzeneral
nrinciples to their snecific eircumstances ragher than
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for developed the general princinles themseives.

The hecad divided from the hand under capi-alism, has then
been further senarated from capital itself in the latter's
institutional fornm of many capitals. This scparation is
emhodied in higher educational institutions. Thase have
become ailxthe more immortant in an era of systemofacture,
when not only large systems of individual capitals have to
be managed as a whole, but national systems of many capitals
demand direct organisation as well. et the verr universality
of the head is =Xwayx problemtic for canital in all its
forms. How should intellectual labour as a whole be
commensurated with other social labour. To this we now add
other considerations: how can the senaration of the head
from private capital be recomposed so that thehead %k is

in a position to relate to canital's prohlems; how can
capital's nroblems posed for the head collectidvely, nnd
demanding collective work, be reconciled with a system of
intethal comm:nsuration within the collective head which
emnhasises individual work and the privisation of the
process of intellectual production; and finally, as

the institutions of the =mamx colluctRve head grow, and as
they develonmE® xmkxx relations of inte lectual production
which mimic the relations of canitalist production,
(hierarchym, divisions of head and hand even within
intellectual labourx, specialisation, exnloitation)} how can
the subordinates in the hierarchy of the intellectual prodetar
iat be prevented from identifying not with the interests

and problems of capital, but the interests and problems of
the collectiffe labourer.

Capitalist publishingyxhxixbibxbsbxbuadubxbkbpbulinbersex
shmviwykxs is locked into this contradictory character
of the production of its primary innuts - written texts.
In the craft character of writing, and the proletarian
character of the writer, should be souggg the contradiction
hetween use value and exchange value in/mrocess of the
production and circulating of knowledge in capitalist
society, wkaxex materialised in the book.

Consunmmiion,

Originally there was a unity of consumption and production

of hooks., The pupil set down the notes of the teacher for
later reference. These nctes could be copied by others
wishing to recad them. This was true not only of ancient
Greece, but of other societies where writing was not
comlsory (T.i.Green, Acton, in kkm Iate 19th century England
In the middle ages scholars again would copy texts for them-
selves, much as we now make a photocony. Indeed photocopying,
so disliked by publishers, is the re-a:ssrton of the unity

of production and consvmption: self-printing.

The intervention of the publisherZprinter as a capitalist
nroducer, and the transformation of the author into a

simple commodity producer, senafated the consumer from the
work. In “oing so it raised the problem of xmgekx distribution
and marketing, and mf that of commissioning and contractxring
authors that we have already discussed.

The point 1 want to raise at this stage is the form of
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consumption. In the carly middle ages consumption was
collectives Both monks and university student® would
listen to a book being read aloud. The book wasx here
merely a more permanent form of the tecture, a lecture

not denendent on the lecturer. Head collectively, it could
then be discussed collectively, disputed. It tended also

to be owned collectively, either by the monastéc or the
University library. ¥Yith canitalism zbXbsbkiwbxbshzhzbsiorn
xxxxkx the forms of comsumption were transformed. Xk=
ryEbxbarexnunx While university and monastic libraries
continued to exist (the latter until the dissolution of the
monasteries in fngland), printed book production encouraged
private individual ownership of books , individual reading
of books, and a lower degree of collective discussion of
books.,

The continmed exmnansion of educational institutions
has meant that individualism in consumntion has not been
carried as far as in other consumer durables. Collective
learning in schools and un versities has tended towards
a collective meznmfixhmoksx ownershin and usy discussion
of boolks. But for the early period of capitalism it still
remains true that the majority of books continued to be
individually owned, =®Emix individually read, and only
infopmally discussed, In many ways this is unsatisfactory.
Most privately owned books are drastically underutilised.
“ome are never read at all. Individual reading is of course
faster than collective reading, yet inbzbmb¥bdhxbubshomx
Ibxhxhxbxbxeaxex there is a nquestion of the eff~ctiveness
of reoading, leading can be active or passive. liost first
readings are passivee Re-readings are more active, with
notes taken. Sut the experience of reading zrouns susgests
that the fact of future discussion makes reading and
re-reading more active from the beginning. ind certainly
co’lective discussion is preferable tec informal reflection
or no discussion at all.

There are two key develomments in the canitalist
consumption of books, The first is the develomment of public
libraries. In the UL they date from the middle of the &9th
century, in the UZ from the last guarter of the century.

By the 1960's in the Ul there were over 24,000 public
libraries and >Hranches, in the US 7,000 nublic libraries,
3,000 university libraries, and 14,000 other specialised
libraries, By 1974 the US fisure was 8,337 public libraries
with 388 million books, commared to the U system with
77 million books. In addition to public libraries, there
were also school libraries . in the US they amounted to
74,625 in 1974 with more than % million volumeg, while
kHigher education libraries zbxbxhksy ag unted nr3,421
holding over 400,000 hocoks, In a???ﬁa %ibraries held
maxExkksaw 1,3 hillion books, They accounted for 115 of
all book sales, but rather more of the total book stocks
(assuming they keep hooks on average longer than other
consumers).,

The second develonment is that of collective learning,
both in schools and colleges. This kbsbkbm is significant
in three ways. TFirst, schools buy books collectively
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both for the libraries and for use in narticular classes.
‘hey also determine markets, since a set text may then

be bought and owned individually by the nunil, or student.
Second, in more junior levels of the educatiopk system, there
XX are pome survivals of collective reading. ind third, of
crucial importance, there is collective discussion of

texts.

ublic libraries collectivise ownershin.mfxkssksx The
educational system goes further and socialises § mption
as well, By the 1970's as many as half the booksgg the US
were bought for socialised consumptionw of this kind

(43% were acruiried for formal education, 13% were hought
by ssholars #nd professionals, and 10% consisted of
encyclonndias and reference works.} A 206). This marks

a profound change in the political economy of the book
during the twEentieth centuryx.

first there is a concentration of control on the

purchase of hooks. This may be direct via libraries

or school book purchasing budgets, or indirect through
lecturer recohmendation. We have already noted that libraries
account for 11% of bhook nurchases in the U3, but in some
fields tkhsbxbxbxhkbrxx the proportion is higher. Thus more
than 50% of scholarly bhooks gox to libraries, and 80%

of children's books., In India, 90% of all books produced

go to institutions.

In as much as control of nurchasing is in the hands of
thabkbrbxbthebxbrbubebkhabxbasksx of those who control
Ebkbzebkhxsx socialisced reading (the teachers), they can
ensure that books purchased are books used, or, put
another way, that books they do not wish to encourage in
use are not purchased. DBut significant proportions of
library nurchases are not directly linked in to usage.
Since libraries are not directly snbject to the law of value,
considerable discretion enters into library purchasing
poliecy, and &n hisher education libraries there is even

a stand against nurchasing according to hook use. Thus
books set for coursex work are stored ih limited numbers
by the library, nut on si:ort loan, or rationed in some
other way. 7This rrstricts sociadised learning. (Comnare
the book hox system of the WEiA classes), Instead libraries
tend to expand their range of titles at the exnense of
nultinle copies. resumably there must be a debate on
this in the library profession: stocking by demand on the
one hand, and by coverage on the other. The character of
nrivatised intellectual work in canitalism suinorts the
latter, and given the extraordinary increase in sunply
over the last 20 years, produces a bizarre disjunction
between purchase and reading. i'or instance, a reccent
survey in the US found that mxxx=xeEX on average a journal
articd® stocked in a library was read by only two peonle.
0nl§§‘eriodic discontinuities of publice expenditure

cuts limit the -~ubordination of library nurchase to the
ever—exnanding sunnply of print determined by the social
relations of intellectual labour under canitalism,
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The control of the socialised discussion of hooks, or
'social literacy', is in the hands of the controllers of
educational institutions. Zsxfxx This is_a separate issue
which we =mbzlixbrBxxregister. At this point we should only
note that the control of these institutions -~ what is
tawghty or rather collectively discussed ~ has been the
focus of class struggle, from the fight over the control
of school bhoards imxthe at the turn of the century to the
issues of curriculum at all levels of education over the
last decade. One raxbxopufixeX svhere of socialised
discussion of particular interest is that of working

class education in Britain during the current century,

in which the Fabian YEA reduced Rixxk the Plebs League and
kbehx%xx the TUC incorporated the hational Cauncil of
iabour Co’leges, two organisations which had encouraged
collective working class discussion in the larxist tradition.

The term 'social literacy' was used by hil Corrizan and
Val Gillespile in their discussion of a previous period

of similar sbrhxphi=z su-pression of institutions of
working class autonomy:that surroun 'ing the development
of public libraries in the mid 19th century. They

take issue with the terwms of the debate on the mbxhxhx
growth of pnblic libraries between the Fabians (that they
were a 'good thing') on the one hand and the radicals
(won by working class struvgle} on the other. C&G xakhax
argue that they Amwminped were initiated by progressive
clements in the ruling class to control social literacy,
shibkhebxbxbkbaxkesxkimsky and were particularly directed
at the autonomous working class clubs, the mechanics
institutes ,zhibxbxbryvand reading groups or facilities
housed in pubs. "You think that the institution of good 1lib-
raries would withdraw the ponulation, and especially the
most dangerous part of the povulation from bad reading

to which they a ply themselves? - I think it would

have that tendency, and not only withdraw them from worse
reading, hut from worse nursuits," ran one among many
similar sections of the evidence before the 1848 Select
Committee on Libraries. And when the Public Library

Act was safely passed, its mentor Villiam iwart reflected
with watisfction that Rmmimy "many Public Libraries

have been formed and ., have turned the peownle from
alehonses to socialism,"”

Areas of xoEmabxhtx autonomy in social X% literacy%have
been maintained amonm small socialist groups and
parties, but the major movements have heen incxorporated
under state management and controlled accordingly.

I have been concerned with two questions in the development
of book 'consuwption' under capitalism: first changes inx
form of ownershin, reading and discussion of books, and
second the question of control of content, 4 final point
needs to he made, which is the relationshin of books

to the working class. Originally, books were restricted to
tkbxEhihbrehderix canital s collective head by price and
literacy. But with the industrial revolution and the

concentration of labour in_ towns, labour, particularly
skilled labour, devised collective means for reading
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and discussing them. The separation of collective ownership
and collective reading that took nlace with the advent

of public libraries, and the concentration of collective
reading in the state controlled educational system, has
led along with the audio-visual revolution, to a curious
disjunction. Yorking class children learn to read and
discuss at school. They also use children's facilities

at public libraries, But at the end of formal education
there is a shavp drop in working class xbalixhxlhxbmiirsdust
Byxestkextxv book reading, individual or collectuive.

In one survey of Xhkbabibsxxm public library use in
MekBourne in 1968-9 it was found that 11-12% of the
population were registered borrowers in working class
districts as against 39-43% in middle class suburbs.

In the US it was reported in the 60's th.i only 20% of

the people questioned were reading kbuhsx a book at the
time., In the UK the figure is higher at 50%, Butbxhmkrbx
zarbertrgredrapunxfnimitbxbibxbkx though public library
borrowings show a similar class nattern f{o the Australian
results.

As books once replaced ballads, so television has replaced
books as the dominant medium of working class culture. The
state nlaces as tight a control on pbibthesc the character
of television programmes as it once did on books (and on
ballads -~ see the Greek junta's attemnted control of
Theodorakis in a cvlture which was still significantly

aural), The dev m .che pggi'sggﬁgx%%

the growth of a @égﬁxgggﬁgﬁéggagﬁﬁm, J}"boo: §§ﬁ§§§28581ve
freely circulated when print wag %gg gominant medium of
communication: but readershin isZts } ned to the nouvelle
couche., “ith the develonment of video, the state will

be as concerned to control autonomous procrammes and their
discussion as they once were with books. In the face of
this, we may sXkxkmax attemnt to build up institutions

which can xmXxt resist the contml of public systems of
video distribution and discussionj; we can concentrate
books on those areas where there exists socialised
zonxunvkingwx discussion; or we can reclaim the book

£ax and collective reading for the old as well as the

new alixbkbwbxldx working class.

Jroductions

Setween the individual author and the individual reader

lies the shadow: hook nroduction and distribution.

The diagram overleaf shows the main processes involved.

‘"hat we have is hatch production, whdh perhans 20 subprooeess
some of them highly mechanised (printing mmst bindingd,setting
other still subject to =s@m= craft prodiction (most

editing, desirning, ) or individual simple labour,(proof
correcting,sub-editing). The nublishers function is
co-ordinating the package, and this involves ensuring

that the craft processes are comnleted in time for the

bhook mass production (printing and binding, some typesetting.
The tendency is to lengthen the kuxmx nroduction period

to avoid the risk of non delivery to the hook mass

producers. XmrREmEX
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Some of these craft processes are being attacked by

capital. e have seen how this has been happening in writing,
with reductions in turnovertime of upto two thirds,

Other processes which are being transformed include

design (standardised designs for successive volumes),
typesetting (not only through the develonment of

electronic setting, but attemnts to standardise tyne
between tymnewriters and typesetters so that a &SS does not
have to be manually tyned Ey twice or more) comnositioning
(now done aittomatically by “heatons for example), automatic
correcting quite apart from the develomments in the
printing industry. The craft skills of designer, tynesetter,
and printer, and the work of corrector, cony editor, and
sub-editor Ewhose work is being drawn back into the original
writing process throuch the use of professional writersi

are being limited, and/or being embodied in machinery.

For the time being, because many of these tasks are
individual, their performance may be undertaken either

by wage lLabour (for larger publishing houses) or on the
putting out system, (desicning, copy-editing, sub-editing,
artwork, proof correcting, and of course writing).
Typesetting and printing are quite distinct, but in both
cases the technonlogical developments have allowed small
units to remain comnetitive for short runs.

Lf we compare another branah of printing, newspapers,

we will see the directions in which canital is tending

in book production. liere, with longx runs & daily or
weekly production, the flow process of assembly (assembly
of words, joining the words to paper, asembling the pages )
is strictly timed. r.achinofacture rules, with tasks
renquiring individual labour stractly subordinated to

the time economy of the flow process as a whole,

There is a lower proportion of putting out work. ‘riters
are proletarians, sunnorted by stringers. ‘he content

and form of writing is strictly controlled, internalised °
by the proletarian writers, as well as gonitored and
corrected by the edito i standardised and
mecﬂﬂgécally aided. fn%?%??gg?%&oxéggnbxbxmxﬁxbybkhx
itsa% has been transformed by the electronic revolution,
with accompanying deskilling, restructuring and laying off
of labour. Jistribution %8 the individual eves of all is
still less efficient thabh the antomatic entry of TV into
every sitting room, but has nevertheless developed

a remarkable system of decentralised noints of sale,
summorted by nersonal delivery by child labour, which has
been the envy of the book trade.

The key® point here is that newspapers have surpassed the
key limitine factor in beok production: the bespoke

nature of the output to an uncertain market. t:cdern
n:wspaners have a standardised content, with a predictable
readershin. Their method of u® recomhining production

and consumntion is through standardisation sBxbshibrix at
all stages of production and distribution, they cofie out
regularly, and can therefore synchronise all narts of

the l.nwour Drocess as on an assembly line. With some
excentions books have not achieved this form of unity.
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They remain ktbzbsBaoxz =& locked into the era of nodal
assembly.

The most serious consequence Rbrbkx of lack of standardisatio
£bxrbehnbtbibsbuhnnksx lies, however, not in pro:duction

but in distribution. Xprmbunbibomx NDircet production costs
account for only 20% of the final cost of the book, and

often less. Distribution acecounts for at lcast a half of

the final book price, excluding warehousing (sce the
diagram below).

- &
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Orininally it was production costs which mbmbshxhakmsx
accounted for the major part of a book's cost. But the
develonment of the forces of production in naper making,
(mid 19th century) tynesetting, and nrinting, hnd the
failure m® to make equivalent breakthroughs in bool
distribution has meant that distribution costs have
grown higher and higher. Thns it is renorted that _
warehousing which should cost 5-6%, has risen to 13-=15%
ah the Book Centre in 7“ngland, which is the leading
distribution centre in Turope. (U7 108}, idvertis ng
hy major publishers may account for 107 of the cost of
a book (Al 23), and retail margins have recently
risen by as much as 3. te the resgion of 40% for some
hooks. (Boolk ilunzer 1973 ».80).

The problem which canital carnot solve with its besnoke =&
commodity is the anonrrous market. .\nounrmity sticks in
capital's throat like a stone. It is the barrier which
explains the structure of canitalist Book distribution

and the tendencies within it. th- structure is
renrescnted in the diagram bhelow:

THE BOOK INDUSTRY

.

{ autams |

y [ asb- .
m dr::icl‘ “::",:‘:" “b:;'..: clubs mm L atitatican!
Py
/ 1 RETAIL SOONSELLEAS }—-
- 1ibvarias,
ot H INDI¥IDUAL GSERS CF 800XS

Source: Datus C. Smith, Jr., A4 Guide (0 Book Publishing (New York: Bowker,
1966),

Traditionally the %ey noint of this system is the

Iwm retail hookseller. This is the distribution node

to which the anoh mous nurchaser wmoy come to insnect
the range of besnolie commoditiss, scan their

coverage and quality, and then bhuy. <fet [rom capital's
point of view it remeins a most ine ficient systoms

a) it mmm %bsbibybex remnins limited in size (since it
has to be near enouczh notential consuners for then to he
encouraged to en er rezv arly and buy).

b) it can only stock a small pronortion of hooks (even
a =nod hookghon cannot hone to stock more than 5,000 = 10,0
hooks out of a total nuember of hooks in print in the US of



19.

nearly 200,000 - Al 209).

c) it finds it as difficult as the publisher to judge
demand precisely, and is therefore caught between lack
of demanded voluges, and a surplus of whwbnbzixbkbxkxx
ukERyg undemanded stocke.

d) it is subject to substantial losses throuch pilfering,
e) it has to pay high urban rents.

In the face of these drawbacks a recent UNESCO volume
Lowhabkbhabx® thought that "the survival of the hookseller

is something of a mystery" (p.67 ) and a former publisher
spoke for canital about this mystery when he attacked

the ¥mx publishing industries'X¥zwmmx "irrational and
counterproductive commitmentX® to the stockholding bookseller.
Yet Xhxbkbxbxx irrationality is not that of the bookseller,
but of a system that divorces nroduction from consumption
via the commodity, and the mysteﬁxd%g gggaxbxbibxbxbaxxxxken
suxtangxkEx soon unravelled if we HHAXD capital's failire
to standardise its texts and/or concentrate its markets.

The above diagram show some of the experiments that have
attemnted toxsurpass the bookseller. xX2Xbkhabex Both
subscrintion sales and book clubs have attemnted to
identify buyers directly before publication, and then
relate to them indirectly by mail. The first Book Clubs
were started in Germany aflter the first world war, and

in 1964 a survey found that 35% of the books bought in
Germany were ordered throueh hook clubs (Book ilunger 114).
In the US the first major clubs selling new books via

g book club were the Bnok of the tionth €lub (1926)

and the Literary Guild (1927). By the mid 60's there were
more than 100 clubs servingk the US market, the larger ones
being able to sell editions of several hundreds of thousands.
(=B Book). In the U. the first hook club was the Book
Society whie™ sold at full price but 'chose' the books its
members'should' read via a panel of famous authors.

A number of others clubs started in the 30's - the leaders
Union enrolled 17,000 members in its first year, and
Gollancz's Left Book Club had 60,000 members at its peak.
(M&N 316-7), The renrint book cdubs had ®ex continued
after the war {the “eprint Society (Vorld Books) had a
quarter of million nembers in the late 40's) but declined
by the 70%s, and it was rather simultancous book clubs
(enterine from the US in 1958) which showed growth. There
are some 27 or so Dook Clubs now in the UL, with Book

“lub “ssociates having more than 100,000 members ten years
ago (1N 538),

Subscrintion sales mndExBibzbikbxhbilinxy Xxk= kbakxbXhhxy
simultanaous book clubs suZfer from the problem of the
prospective customer not being able to énspect the item,
Direct mailing, which need not suffer likewise,xf®xkNex
kbukxkakx has the drawback of delay in comparison with

the bookshop, though nodern computor mailing could in
prineinle reduce this to 5 days from the six weeks or so
which used to he the averaze for mail orders from 3dackwells.
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Rather thex main inroads into the dominance of the bookseller
in distribution has come through the growth of the institut-
ional buyers = libraries and schools. idere nurchase has been
both econcentrated and centralised. Ilclations with publishers
are established through mail info:rmation, personal represant-
ation, bulk selling (series)=- cf role of the journal form),
and personal inducements (free copies to teachers). As

a distribution system it escapes the costs of stockzs amidxx
rent, and pilferage smx incurred by booksellers, and
consequently the relative costs £x of distribution (e.ge.

on textbooks) is lower,(a fifth rather than a third).

The other tendency in canitalist book production,
towards the characteristics of newspapers, with a standmrdisec
product, distinguished by its lack of distinetion,
categorised into thrillers, sex, humnour, and reproduced in
longxbrhmbrx runs and chea~ formats, has allowed kxukx
the extension of holbk retailing to the newspaper shops
and Bbmhxbk chain stores, +n the US these mass paperbacks
are distributed through 90,000 magazine outlets, via 500
local magazine wholesalers. »o begin with wholesalers
had no choice, "7ublishers in the field made arrangement
with national magazine distributors to haveth the hooks
force fed to wholesalers along with magazine
titles which were indispensable to their business."(Al 214),
Logys of 50 selected titles are still the rule rather
than narticular selections., Such standardisation can
only be successful if the books are standard. A key
point now becomes nod the substance but the cover (Pan
at wk one time said that if they could think of a =mx
good cover having read throngh half the book they would
accentxit).dbkbkhrbkbuhkbbasxbkbkbibkbxbvbxburntyxxx
Ihxh2BAh2HADRbrbwbrbxbxbaberkarks The breakthrough
is reflected in the fact that mass market panerbacks
rose from 35% to 44% of all conies sold in the US betweeh
1963 and 1972, and from 11% to 15% of receipts. 4t the
same time it led to oversu»wnly. In 1974 4,000 new mass
panerbacks were nublished -far more than the average
outlet with 90 display pockets could absorb. Currently
half of all ksmkx such books shi-ped to wholesalers are
unsold and destroyed.(A. 214-3),

Between the institutional makket and the standardised
mass market, the konshsxhwnxekx specialised bookshon still
holds its nosition, B 40% of those books nublished in the
U> gbxBix are still distributed in whole or part
throurh bookshons, so that while the specialised booshops
share is falling, XtsnkkEmunknuhxx the expanding mumbers
of books means that its volume of sales can be maintained.

deododc oo ok e e R K K K
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“e can now summarise the main general features of
the book under canitalism:

a) both the form and the substance of the book are
determined by the division of head amd hand.

b) the separation of production and consumption of

books has not been mediated, as with newspaners and
other commodities, by mass standardised commodities
(=xE thourch see the development of the mass market

paperhack%.

c) the tendency has rather been to the oversu nly of new
titles, which is linked into the relations of praduction
within canital'’s collective head - the mnxbEbxikyhigher
education system.

%ﬁ ihﬁéégaﬁgf gﬁacess within the sector has retained
era

ardcter, in writing, desisning, setting,
pditing, and selling. It is therefore characterised
by many small units of producticny and circulation,

e) in the last $8 years manufacture and machinofacture
have hade incursions into the sector in: writing,

setting and printing, selling, notably as the resnlt of
the develonment of the institutional market (education and
libraries) and the mass marketJ.

f/ there have been eras of shifting control, from the
upxbkbrhxbabihebphikix su nlier of the input fbabxux
(napyrus), to the scribe/printer, kbxblibxbubhxkmwx-
EvitEryx to the bookseller (Constable, Longman), and to
the publisher, Xhxhzbxkebhpbmbinbkbzhxixbhb bibheb bixbxbrius

z) while the stages of production remain at very different
levels of develonment with a substantial area of individual
craft productinn, the co-ordinator will remain dominant.
This co-ordinator may remain small in terms of capital
because of the possibility of subcontracting.

1) recently we have seen the xhixbxb®x snread of machinofactur
from newsnaner production to books, and the entry of
publishing conglomekxsrates, based on institutional,

and mass market production., Theo large newspaner groups

like I7C ab@haBRx with experien f 0 X X :
whthx the institution and con§%§§ugf?§gc§§§§?§g§§ e?rocesse51
angvr?ximbourveskixhave exemplified the trend, and

the result has hbeen a conrncentrat n mm and centralisation

of canital. The top 1C houses now account for the large
majority of bnoks published in major capitalist covntries.

i) smaller puhlishers remain however serving specialised
markets, on a material base of access to craft mriters,
and chean production facilities for small runs, o

j) the social literncy of RbebrbxbsUiftyx pre-canitalist
intellectual relations, was replaced by individual

literacy and book ownershin. iore rocently there has .
been a trend tovards a collectivisation of book ownership,
and a socialisation of book discussion both under the
control of capital (develovment of library %cﬁ§§§3§§§§§§e).
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k) canitalist relations of nroduction axbxbkhibx
rbibkh¥bihxbx were until recently limited in book
nroduction: indenendent authors, designers, tynesetters;
pbkhtbkbubxbegix nublishine tulaks in printing,=zws
co-ordination,and circulation kulaks in the bookshop.

I'he most striking reflections of capitalist class relations
are to be found in _the conditions of intellectual
production(writing) and consumntion Jreading and discussion)
which reflect both the aformentioned division of head and
hand as an instrument of =brbxbixx class control under
canitalism, and the concern for the controlx of ns=

xbXhgbxx the specific use values in this snhere, notably

in periods where nrint was the dominant medium. In

this sense the book was like the sun. ¥nxW=bxakiiteracy

was like arming the peovle, hut the control of social literac
and the zbuabibihshtinhxmf restriction of mxmkxxpuxxkiumxactiv
literacy in contemmnorary canitalism has meant that the

nen and the eye are used individually rather than for the
collective consolidation of labour. Conscription -

abandoned now for the armed forces - is nreserved Xar

in literacy only for children and the aristocracy of the
head. Capital must control the words - like the bullets - of
those it summons to x%¥x labour for its defense by

constantly renewed strategies of intellectual decombosition.
"he history of the word is the history of class strusgle.
Therforms taken by the word - in our case the written

form of the book -~ themselves shift the terrain of struggle ,
affect the content and the struggle over mERkmRkxamd its
control. “hile there is class strusgle over the word

in nre-commodity society, in commodity society, and

more particularly in canitalist so§¢ Pyeoéggngbxbahnbﬁix
kthabxbtbubhxdaxxs ehbbided strunmg 6918 B xirtxiax

bound up with the particular characteristics of the hook

and the class relations of its productionymmix disbedbotho
raxnxhAxDIDNnanEnsorErnxnxx exchange and consummtidn, It

is wxxkkin these terms that we must understand cur own
practise.

'ihe Book after the revolutione.

Just as commodity relations continue after thm
socialist revolutions so does the kbgbx zbxhabiiyxbmaiix
books as a commodity. But we can immediately isolate soume
differences that mark capitadist and post-revolutionary
societies:

a) there is a change in content. Aifter the revolution in
China the stocls of many books inherited from kke Chiang
+ai %“chek's re~ime were destroyed. Publishing houses
were cencouraged to publish certain tynes of hooks, not
only those mfixnanxnandnkamrivy of a directly larxist-
Leninist kind, but also those concerned with particular
suhjects. In 1955 the .iinistry of Culture announced
price reductions sfx%kX). on hooks on nolitics, current
affairs, and nonular sciancei in 1958 firther reductions
on works of “arxism-ieninism , and literature, with
modern literature being reduced more than classiecal

literature. In general there is a more direct control

8f content by the ¢entral skats post-revolutionary states
han under canita' isn,
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b) there is an increase in the number of books circulated
to accompany the post-revolutionary literacy drives. lThus
in China the number of conies xpX®x prihted rose ten fold
between 1936 and 1956, (p.l18)

c) there is a tendency for longer runs than in capitalism,
certainly of political works., oy 1957 xbxbabxx it was
reported that 7 million copies of the "Thirty Years nf the
Chinese Cormunist Party™ had been published in China bince
1951, The USSR report that the grage edition of a single
book is 17,800 (1969. .An 174), E xR m%Xx Soviet "ook stat-
isties tend to include pammnhlets of 5 pages or mere,

as against URTESCO's standard of 50 pages or more, ) which
is higher than the =zbwbxbuhx¥sx average edition in

the US. (e. 14,000 ?).

d) mnltiplication of titles, I.ao wanned against reading
too many books, and favoured rather few books which could
be widely read and thus taken as a common text for
universal nolitical disucssion, The Ixkkiw iled Book

was the epitome of this principle. ‘e do not %now
thnmaknxaxofninketh=enknmbancoxx the role of the

book in tgg égiellectual relations of the USSR, but

we should’ X6Emtthe fisures of Table l,which showed that
the USSD had among the lowest rates of increase of new
titles in the post war period. In China there have been
marked fluctuations, from 12,153 titles in 1950, to 30,196
] TR#9¥x 1956, even nmore in 1959, and finally decisively
down by 1964 (p.l18).

e) authorshipn. T have seen little evidence on this. In
China it appears that authors are attached to publishing
houses, and are »naid a rovalty (though this was cut in
19583xx after complaints asainst excessive returns for
successful authors). One notable noint is that new writers
ankhmws are encouraged, in 1958 it was 1#id down that 10%
of new titles should he the writings of new authors.

f) mhzbrbrhxbubibshingx nationalisation., In China in
1950 there was one stateXowned house, 6 joint ve-tures,
and 244 private houses. 8y 1954 the numher of private
houses was down to 97, and by Cctober 1957 they were
completely subsumeds In the UZST all nublishing is
state owned, as it is in Yucoslavia.

c) industrial structure. In China @in 1964 there were 47
national houses (against 68 in 19%54) and 35 local houses
(as against 30 in 1954). ¥=%kx The outnut was dominated

by the large houses, however, BDetween 1954 and 1957

7 larse houses accounted for 50% of production. In 1958
the Xational Conference for 'omotion of the Great Laap
Forvard in Tublishineg ork gbrbrbisdxx called for an
tneneasaxarntnaaxx exnansion of local »ublishing, and

as a resnlt there was a decrease in the control of the
top 7, and an exnansion of local houses., i'rom 1958 to 1964
8 of the 20 largest houses were local, It a nears

that publishing, p inting and distribution arex organised
by =eparate units (from 1950}. in the U SR ther: was

a decisive move in 1963 to xmExkxxttsEx co-oridinate

these different facets of publishing and to increase
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the central control of publishinm as a whole:

"Since 1963 nublishing in the USED has heen guided by the
State Publishing Committee of the Founcil of liinisters of the
U35R, which co-ordinates and directs the work of all
publishing houses, printing pre-ses, and hooksellers, and
which is muided by renublic level nublishing committees in
the union renublics and also by rerional and distribt
nublighing offices in the rezions and districts."

Cf the 200-250 nublishing houses in the UZGD about 73%
IXREEAIREX are said t be directly subordinate to publishing
comnittees , and 15% are controlled both by the

nublishing committees and xkm various writers organisations
{e.g. the \cademy of “ciences, and the Union of Uriters).
The remaining houses are branches of the narty, the

trade unions and various nrofessional unions. Those
controlled by the Central and lenublic Commitees are
resnonsible for ¢.90% of all books nrinted.(Boheer.p.175)

Yugoslavian nublishing is less centralised. The nugber
of houses has decreased to 50, and they compete strongly
with each other (in contrast to Lhina where the houses
were encourased tn specialise).

h} labour process, and its control. Yugoslavian houses

are nanaged by workers committees consisting of ren-resentat-
ives of all workers in the mx 'enterprise'. dAccording to

a US observer, "most successful houses have strong general
managers who lead the enternrise and direct the actions of
the workers comnittee to a larce extent." Profits are
re~invested or redistributed in profit sharing schemes or
used for various employece b nefit procramries. (181 AiT).

vne other note: in “ithiopia direct workers control
wvas instituted in at least two of the nationalised
wnkitakorgxhanxexnand nrinters in 1975.

i} book prices. In general the¥ tend to he low, averaging
8 40-50% of those in the UL, To what extent this is due
to savings in distribution costs must denmend on more
detailed reports,but cf below.

ji distribution, In the USSR there is a single book and
pamphlet sales and distribution system Soyuzlkniga, which
geals xx% direcctly with 3C0 regional and local distribution
units, which in turn service 15,000 shops selling books
plus 50,000 kiosks. this system accounts for 80» of book
distribution (175-6). 3ooushonps are renortedly kent
behind the ecounter in most beooksheps, and are thus

not cnen to insnection (or nilferinegt.,  FPresumably

a significant part of the distribution is conducted
directly with the institutional buyers, schools =xs
Xxhxrax colleges and libraries. In 1975 there were
2,8363 new school texbhooks , vhich sold 509 million
conies, or 18% of the outrut of a’l books and nambhlets.
£8xx77» of all titles produced in that year were either
sxe¥at pure and annlied scienc:s or social sciences and
were clearly closley bound up with education.

In Yugoslavia, 9C) of booksales are through bookshons.
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In China distribution is centralised in a single organisation
(80% of distribution inm 1952) which distributed to bookshops
and schools, The phblishing houses may sell directly if

they wish, and they determine the print run. There is some
mail order circulation. The 3hanghai i’ostal Bookstore

vas sending out 2,000 hoolis a day in 1959 (and had sent

out a total of 2 million books bevween 1955 and 1959).

There abzbfhwbxbx were five other mail order units of this
%ind, and the main distributor, Ilsin Iua “hu ""ien extended
this by attaching mail order depts. to its bookstores in

28 eities.

%) libraries. It emmears that there is considerably xbzbexx
XYBEYAYXUNUEYSEIvXIWX greater access to collectively owned
b.oks in xbrixbx:X nost revolutionary countries . The

figures mbzbabsbxbibihihghfbrbihxxtsyx for libraries are

oiven in the tabhle below.

Table 3.
% 'aebcof libiraries
Q§h8€§1 6ttcm of volumes. % pEEIEXER
Public TiB¥aFies Univ.&m School  Factory Clubs &  Total
libs TU Jonular
¢ Control
2,337 359 3421 74,625
388 4G 407 507
24,800
s
2,500 1303 4185
43 56 85
9,775 30
34 20
130,653 1 173,000 59,000%
1508 26 456 1558
79,816 25,419 5,504
Source: =B
Ux75C0

The mere nurber of libraries does not indicate their
relative size, and unfortaly the statistics do not
allow stiiet comparison. But even from the figures
which exist *here are a number of conclusions that
can be drawn:
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a) there &re more public libraries in Russia, with almost
certainly more volumes and pamhplets than in the US.

b) libraries in factories and run by Trade Unions are a
feature of all post-revolutionary sommzhiesgx and Soviet
tyne soci~ties of which we have evidence.

¢) China is distinguished by the nnmber of 11brarles run
by clubs and other forms of 'nopular control'.

ihe above comnrise a first set of notes about the

book in post revolutionary and Soviet tyne countries.

“hat needs to he done is to consider in much more detail:

i) the relation between head and hand in these countries.

ii) the ré&lations of nroductior within the xbxbxhmbxbrxbuhi

sector of the collective head. _

iii} the part nlayed by the written word in collective

dhxbubxiimbx discussion.

i¥) forms of writing, and the notion of authorshin.

v) the extent of "social literacy, and its character,

vi) the extent to which the witbten word is controlled
by the centrap organs of the party ot state bureaucracy,
"h@bkhebx as against the extent of decnetralised control
of content, the process of production, and forms of
social literacye.

Prafirurative forms.

Finally, some notes on the areas we should consider in
hbuilding nre-~-fisurative formsa:

a) ways in which we can re-unite pro:duction and consunption
of print, not merely formally throuch book clubs, butx
substantially through the control of nublishing by the
readers and writers. Discussion zrouns, nlace of seneral

0: ganisation in deciding priorifties, publication of

aids for reading, the book as only form of crhxbxhmsk

print - part of a_natkage, corresnéndence by the book,
(hook as a letter/.

b) the durpassing of the 'author' - towards collective

production in a period when the relatlons of production
in educational institutions is pushing'authorship! into
ever zreater prominence.

¢) means of develoning social literacy: inside existi-g
cellective 1nst1tut10ns (the strusgle for autonomy witiin
ther, or x=brbxbihsBxbkbrxx derocratic control of them)
or building new institutes, societies, centres.

dxd) ways of surmassing the divisign of head and hand

X RNAKRX : P as against changing relations
E?%€?§¥fﬁ2522?¥;§g?§3§1§§§§ marked as is is by ewplqatai&oT1‘



APPENDIX A

FROVISIONA L. REGULATIONS GOYERNING THE CONTROL OF BOURK
AND PERIOGDICAL PUBLISHING, PRINTING, AND

Article 1

Article 3

Artivle 3

Article 4

Artiole §

DISTRIBUTION TRADES

Passed ot the 1101 Government Admintatration Counell
mesting on Deg, 21, 1962, and promulgated on Aug, 16, 1268,

These reguintions nre enacted in pursunnce of Articles 8,
41, and 49 of the Common Progrom of the Chinese People’s
Belitieal Consultative Confarence,
The baok and parindies! publishieg, printiag, aod dlstribution
toitdes referred to ln thede Reguiations include antarprises
whioh, with fixed premises and Insallations, udortake the
publication, printlng, or distribution of books or periodicals,
All entarprises that publish, print, or distribute books or
pexiodicals, whother public undertakings, public-privata
joint undertakings, or private undartakiogs, whethar
specialized or subsidinry undertakiogs, shall be witheut
exception subject to tho control of these Regulations, unless
utherwise stipuloted by Government deerea,
All public and pbiic-private enterprigas that pubiish,
print, or disiribute bocks or periodicals shall apply to the
lesal cxgana In charge of publication administratton for
permission to do business. They ahall submit aredestisls
1asued by thelr ditent superiors (Governmant organs, publis
bodles, er enterprises) and g lettar of application stating
thalr scope of buainess, conditions of Ingtallations fond IS

ry, thelir bust projacts and ather ralevant papers).
All privata entarprisos that publish, print, or distributo
books oy periodieals shall submit appliestion for oparation
stacieg elearly their object of imanguration, thair methoed
af raising capital, thelr ssope of business, sonditions aof
installations (I nacessary, also tholr busintess projects and

e P T e TR T = g 0 S s o mim—k - & o 4t et
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Artigle 8

Artiela 10

Appendix A

§. They shall not publish words or charts that diselose
state gearats.

7. They shall not infringe upen the rights of other
peapla’s writings and publiantions.

8. The right of publishing decrees and documants of the
Peoplo's Goveramatit at varicus lavels shall helong to
the Peaple’s Press at varfous levels or 1o publlshers
suwthorized by the Pecple's Pross, No cthsr publishing
snterprises shull be pormitted to compile and priet or

print such d ord

2. Sample vopies of a1l kinds of books and pecindienls
stmil be seat upon publication to the publicption ag-
miniatration at various levelis and to state libraries.
Relevant mosanres toncerning this ghall be ennated
separately.

10. Publishers of pariodicals shull apply separataly 1o the
{local) orgona in charge of mbilications adminlstration
for registration. Relavant mansures concorning this
shnll be anncted sepurately.

Those enterprises that print books or periodicais shall vb-
eorve the following stipulations:

1. Thoy shall et wivlertako the printieg of books o
periodicals the publieation of which & prohibited by
oxpress Govormmont dogvess,

2, They shall nol undortake the printing of books or part

adieals which vialate the Comaton Prugyim of the

Chinsese Poople‘s Potitieal Consultative Committes or

the deerces of the Government,

Belore delivery they shall send to the local organs in

charge of publication admlinistratlon one copy each of

the boolw or periedicnls printed,

Those entsiprisds that distribate books or pericdicals shall

obearve the following stimtiations:

I. They shall ot »ell books or periodicals tho diatrihutlon

of which is prohibited by exprosa Government desres,

Appendix A -

Articie &

Article 7

61

other relevant papers), and their rames, aud bruel historios
of the rasponsible persons, They shall (ila their application,
which muat be eadorsued by two shops s guarancurs, with
tha local organs 1n charge of publications administraton fox
approval to do busingss.

All public, public-private, or private enterprises that pub-
{ish, print, or distribute books or perlodicals, aitar ob-
taining permission to do buginess and p 1r.3 bust
permits, shall apply to the local industrial and commernial
federation for registration by submitting the business per-
mit.

1n casc of alterntion of organization, change of came, change
of trade lgamition s Lon or 3n of b
olunge of respensible {n the prise. or change
of porgoncel reaponsible for the execution of buyinass, all
enterpriges that publish, print, or distribute books ar
periodlonls shall apply to the (iveal} orgnos in charge of
pblieation sdministration for approval. With regard to the
sanation of suspeusion oF eessation of business, the (lecal)
organs In charge of publications adminiatration shall congulz
the industeial and commercial federation.

These enterprides that publish books or periodicals shall
ohserve tho following stipulations:

1, They shall have o definita direotion of specislization.

2. Thay shall set up an ecitorial board er appeint
specinlly assigned editors,

3. They shall periedically compile projects on seloction
of subjects, editing projects, and mblication projects,
wheh shall be schiitted to the local publicatien
admisiatration,

4. Thoy shall give the sumber of the business parmit o2
the copyright puge in all poblications,

S, Thay shall not print or distribute bosks ox pasicdica’s
that viotate tha Comumot Program of tha Chizesa
Peoplo's Palitical Congultative Coutarezce oF the
dearees of the Govarnment,

Appendix A

Articls 11

Article 13

Article 14

4. 'They shsll not sell foreign boaks or periodicnis whish
are illegully tmported.

3. o providing a eirculnting supply f‘i'his probobly yefars
to commercial lending librartes. Tr.) of books ar
periodicals they shall require an authorization from
the local organs in charge of pullications adm:onistya-
tion,

Any violatlon of the stipulations givett i Artictes 8-19 shall
ba pumishted by warning or eithdrawal of tusiness peTnit, to
be imposed by the {local) organs in charge of publicazons ad-
ministration. In case of withdrawat of business perwit, the
local fndoatrial and commercinl fedaration shall be noxilled of
the cangelintion of registration.

Under any of the (ollewing circumstances, enterprises that
publish, pring, oc distribute books or pariodicals shail have
tholr businesa permits withdmmwn by the (localy oxgass in
charge of publicatiens administratien, wheretipan the lotal
imdustrial aod commercial federation shail be notified to
cunael their reglstration,

1. When (¢ I8 discovered, after approval to do business
has been gmuted, that there is serious falae Soelara-
tion of lacts in their application, or that their scope of
business hos seriously exceeded the authorizea limits.

2. Whed the wame of auother person 18 usurped 1o respect
of writing, publlshing, printmg, or distribution,

8. When publiention has been suspended withowt rensons
for cver six montha.

Detailed measures governing the applivation of the present
regulatlons will bo separately enacted by the Publications
Administration of the Central Poople’s Gavemment.

Thesa regulations will be promuigated and put Into esfect by
the Covaromettt Admitistration Council of the Central
People's Government.

Sourco: Peldng NCNA Acg. 18, 1983, tanslated in SCMP 404.)
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Chinese Book Publication Divided by
Subject Class, 1954-1958
Subject Class 1954 1955 1958 1957 1958
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and Mac 84 81 59° 53 159
Religion and philosophy 44 161 176 232 218
Social and political science 385 589 616 731 1,034
History 204 337 421 346 366
Economics and economic policy 868 1,249 1,846 1,031 2,118
National defense, military affairs 15 37 44 62 86
The state and judiciary power,
jurisprudence 64 84 125 110 78
Culture and education 517 644 1,222 984 1,478
Language 148 164 191 262 429
Literature 1,392 2,007 3,117 2,851 5,302
Geography 100 173 230 229 181
Arts 3569 801 703 643 1,212
Natural sciences 453 547 620 822 1,180
Medicine 300 389 552 634 930
Engineering and technology 1,156 1,871 2,330 2,736 6,132
Agriculture and
animal husbandry 410 452 1,277 994 2,378
Reference works 47 72 58 85 65
Total 6,516 0,238 13,637 12,806 23,333

Source: Ch'ian kuo ts'ung shu mu, 1955-1959,

Books in minority and foreign languages, juvenile literature,
textbooks, and books for the blind have been excluded,




General Book Sales, 1963 and 1972, Dollar Receipts of Publishers and Estimates
of Numbers of Copies

Receipts of Publishers Numbers of Copies Sold (est.)
(Millions) (Millionsg) :
1963 1972 Chamge (%) 1963 1972  Change (%) .

Adult trade .

hardbound 109 243 +124 45 75 +66

paperbound 17 55 +223 25 50 +100
Juvenile

under $1 retail 3l 24 ~-23 142 96 -32

$1 and over retail 73 128 +75 50 71 +44
Religiong 81 126 +55 61 53 -14
Professional 166 350 +111 24 38 +H0
Baok clubs 143 304 +113 75 11% +57
University presses 18 41 +128 7 i1 +51
Other 102 147 +44 60 _ 713 +22
Subtotal 740 1,418 +92 489 588 +20
Mass market paperbacks 87 253 +190) 262 456 +72
Total 827 1671 +102 751 1,042 +38

Sources: The basic sources for the dollar figures are the annual siatistical releases of the
Associztion of American Publishers (AAP) and predecessor organizations.

Fhe sources for the estimates of numbers of copies sold are:

For 1963, the Census of Manufacturers data are number of copies adjusted for some
categories by average per copy return to publishers desived from the annual statistical
releases of the AAP and American Book Publishers Council (ABPC).

For 1964-1971, the estimated dollar sales in annual ABPC and AAP statistical releases
divided by average retumn to publishers per copy.

For 1972, in general the AAP estimates of dollar sales have been divided by the average
par copy retem to publishers for each of the categories in which the average per copy returmn
is avaiiable on a sample basis. For some types of books, such as professional books, other
books, and book-club books, average per copy return on a sample basis for 1972 was not
availgble and other rough estimating methods were used.

Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory Listing of Titles

12th edition, 196768 20,000 titles,
approx.
13th edition, 1969-70 35,000 titles,
approx.
14th edition, 1971-72 50,000 titles,
approx.
151k edition, 1973-74 55,000 titles,
approx.
16th edition, 1975-76 60,000 titles,
approx.

Notes: The first edition of Ulrick’s, published in 1932, contained about 700 titles and was
highly selective, A true count began only with the 12th edition.

The Natioma! Lending Library in Englind listed 26,000 journals in 1962. By 1968,
current journal titles had risen to 36,000.

Books in Print, published by R.R. Bowker Company, New York, and listing
books only (no pamphlets), all in the English language, shows the following
approximate growth:

Year No. of Titles
1954 220,000
1963 346,500

1974 435,000
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Estimated Book Publishing Industry Sales by U.S. Census of Manufacturers Categories (Millions of Dollars)

Percent
(Consus Years) Cange
Categories 1963 1967 1968 1969 1570 197 1972 1971
Adult trade (total) $ 126 $ 188 $ 217 $ 240 $ 261 $§ 281 $ 298 &
hardbound 109 156 119 199 214 233 243 5
paperbound 17 32 38 4] 47 43 55 i4
Juvenile (iotal) 104 165 152 140 148 150 152 1
under $1 retail ' 31 35 . 36 36 38 <29 24 -17
$1 and over retail 73 130 116 104 110 121 128 6
Religious (total) 81 108 110 108 113 117 126 8
Bibles, testaments,
hymnals & prayer
books 35 51 35 47 56 56 63 13
other religious 46 57 55 61 57 61 63 3
Professional (total) 166 237 258 286 297 328 350 7
law 58 74 81 21 20 90 94 4
medicine 24 33 43 50 57 59 65 10
business 15 20 22 23 25 3s 41 17
technical, scientific
and vocational 69 105 112 122 128 144 150 4
Book clubs 143 180 204 220 248 294 304 3
Mass market paperbacks 87 130 150 173 199 229 253 10
University press - 18 a1 34 37 39 39 41 1
Elementary & secondary '
textbooks 305 421 444 455 479 499 498 0
College textbooks 160 287 324 347 343 379 375 -1
Standardized tests 13 22 21 21 23 25 27 8
Subscription reference 331 S01 556 603 612 607 606 0
Other 102 110 128 131 139 135 147 9
Total $1,686 $2,380 $2,595 52,761 $2,922 $3,083 $3,177 3

Source: Extracted from the Association of American Publishers’ “1972 Industry Statistics,” Table 2.





