
The Book. 

1. The book, l i k e  money, a r i s e s  w i th  commodity r e l a t i o n s .  
!'hen comciodity r e l a t i o n s  r e t r e a t  - as i n  t h e  p o s t  1:oman 
per iod  i n  Knrope - s o  does t h e  p roduc t ion  and c i r c u l a t i o n  
of boo?:s. "hen t h e y  esnand,  s o  do hooks, t h e i r  w r i t i n g ,  
reprodr ic t ion ,  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  and consumption. The f i r s t  
ques t ion  is: what is t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  hooics t o  comn~odity 
product ion.  The second: w i l l  books d i sannea r  w i t h  t h e  
surpass in .c  of  com.:;odity re la t ions .Can  lie speak  o f  a s o c i n l i s t  
book? 
.. 

2 .  To beg in  w i t h ,  books were among t h e  e a r l i e s t  connodi t ics .  
!!bile t h e  a n c i e n t  Sumerians,Bahyloni,ns, l i s sy r i ans  and 
1 I i t t i t e s  wro te  on c l a y  t a b l e t s ,  and mortuary panyrus  
r o l l s  s u r v i v e  from Egypt a t  around 2,500 BC, t h e  major 
development i n  t h e  u s e ' o f  papyrus boolcs p robably  occured 
around t h e  6 t h  c e n t u r y  BC i n  Greece. C e r t a i n l y  by t h e  5 t h  
c e n t u r y  BC t h e r e  was an  a c t i v e  market f o r  books, as 
t h e r e  was i n  Rome. The e a r l y  c o l l e c t i o n s  were p r i v a t e .  
: l r i s t o t l e s  w a s  a famous one, b u t  t h e r e  were many similar 
examples among t h e s e  f i r s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
u n i v e r s a l  head. I n  Rome t h e r e  were many v i l l a  l i b r a r i e s ,  
From t h e  1st and 2nd c e n t u r i e s  t h e r e  were compla in t s  of 
p r i v a t e  l i b r a r i e s  whose main purpose uas  d i sp l ay .  Xh t h k s  
time o f  August 26 l i b r a r i e s  were s e t  up,  a l l  i n  t emples ,  
and by t h e  -2nd c e n t u r y  AD most c i t i e s  of  t h e  empire 
possessed  mun i s ipa l  l i b r a r i e s .  Yet wh i l e  t h e  purchase  
was made from s t a t e  funds  as w e l l  as p r i v a t e  ones ,  t h e  
books f o r  t h e  most p a r t  were s t i l l  produced f o r  s a l e .  
From t h e  t i m e  of Cicero  t h e r e  is ev idence  o f  l a r g e  s c r i p t o r i a  
u t r n i n g  o u t  cop ie s  f o r  s a l e .  brartial complained about 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o p y i s t s  who became c a r e l e s s  i n  t h e i r  speed. 
The t r a d e  d e c r e e s  o f  D i o c l e t i a n  s e t  a p r i c e  f o r  t h e  copying 
o f  books. 

3. From t h i s  p e r i o d  t o o  n i~bsb&%bibibmx comes ev idence  
o f  e x p l o i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s  i n  product ion.  The c o p y i s t s  were 
s l a v e s ,  and as many as 30 c o p y i s t s  would work s imu l t aneous ly  
w i th  a r e a d d i c t a t i n g  (a good examnle o f  s i m p l e  co-operation).  
A f t e r  t h e  post-Roman c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  commodity r e l a t i o n s  
i n  I ' e s t e rn  Europe, t h e  medieval  exnansion i n  t r a d e ,  
l i k e w i s e  brought  w i t h  it an  expansion i n  t h e  t r a d e  i n  
books, and t h e i r  p roduc t ion  by copy i s t s :  some a r t i s a n s ;  
some s t u d e n t s  workins  f m  tpemselves ;  bu t  a l s o  s c r i b e s  
h i r e d  f o r  wages. Zt a-pears  t h a t  it was t h e  s u n p l i e r s  of 
t h e  raw n a t e r i a l s  - t h e  s t a t i o n e r s  - who dominated p rodgc t ion ,  
and under  t h e i  d r i v e  f o r  f a s t e r  t u r n o v e r  t ime ,  t h e  o l d  
monast ic  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s l o v  p roduc t ion ,  was s u r p a s s e d  by 
aew methods, new a b b r e v i a t i o n s ,  s ~ e c i a l i s t  c o p y i s t s  and 
s o  on. By t h e  14 th  c e n t u r y  not  o n l y  was t h e  book t r a d e  
r a p i d l y  cxnanding,  bu t  it is  probablg  t h a t  KB t h e r e  was 
t h e  develonment o f  manufacture  i n  t h e  p roces s  o f  c a n i t n l i s t  
product ion.  

4. And was not  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  of p r i n t i n g  t h e  f irst  
examnle of machinofacture.  The ar t  o f  t h e  s c r i b e  had t o  
be  a r r e s t e d  ancl s n l i t  un. i,:ovement was t r n n s l n t c d  i n t o  
a  s e r i e s  of  s t a t i c  frames. "Tynoy-nnhy h c a r s  much rcscnh:nncc 
t o  t h e  cinema, j u s t  a s  t h e  r ead ing  of p r i n t  p u t s  t h e  



r e a d e r  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  movie p r o j e c t o r .  The r e a d e r  moves 
t h e  s e r i e s  of  i x n r i n t e d  l e t t e r s  b e f o r e  him at a speed  
c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  B b  al?prehencliny t h e  motions o f  t h e  
a n t h o r s  mind. The r e a d e r  of  p r i n t ,  t h a t  is ,  s t a n d s  i n  a n  
u t t  erLy d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n  $0 t h e  w r i t e r  from t h e  r e a d e r  of  
n a n ~ l s c r i n t .  "int grndua l y  ma!ies r e a d i n g  a loud  n o i n t l e s s .  
and a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  a c t  of  r e a d i n g  till t h e  r e a d e r  could  
f e e l  i n  t h e  hands o f  h i s  author.. .  J u s t  as p r i n t  was t h e  
f i r s t  mass nroduced t 1 > i n g ,  io it was t h e  first  uniform and 
r e n e a t a b l e  cornnodity. 1'he a s s e r b l y  l i n e  o f  movnhle t y n e s  
made n o s s i b l e  a produc t  t h a t  was i ~ n i f o r m  and as rencatabme 
as a s c i e n t i f i c  ex?eriment." Th i s  passage  is from 
" a r s h a l l  !'cLuhan (GG p.125). He is concerned w i t h  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  m s  Q e  on consnnnt ion:  t h e  g r e a t  e r n a n s i o n  
of  r e a d i n g  (R @I& eso,8bMfted *CC l i t e r a c y  i n  !ingland i n  IC-EZS 
i ~ f x n x x ~ ,  t h e  c5anged vays  of  expe r i enc ing  t h e  l io r ld  th rough  
t h e  e y e ( n r i n t )  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  ea r .  :"or t h e  moment I want 
on ly  t o  n o t e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  bo th  f o r  nroducti-on and 
t rade .  I n  t h e  15 th  c e n t u r y  4n,C/00 incnbaba l a  ( o r  p r i n t e d  
books) were produced; i n  t h e  lGth century,52C,OC0 i s s u e s  and 
e d i t i o n s .  ‘.bile t h e  c o r l y  p r i n t e r s  c?esi%ned, s e t  t y y e ,  
and even nul.led t h e  b a r s  of  t h e i r  oiin p r e s s e s  (working aBong 
wi th  h i r e d  l a b o u r ) ,  t h e  16 th  c e n t u r y  n r ' n t e r s  n l r eady  
t .xemnlif ied a tendency t o  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  
of  c n p i t a l .  :roberger o f  Kurnberg had 24 n r e s s e d  and 
employed more t h a n  1 c O  workers. ? l a n t i n  had 25 p r e s s e s  and 
150 workers. !!e can  a l s o  s e e  t h e  beginnin,? o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  
between p u b l i s h e r s  w i th  t h e i r  expandinz e d i t o r i a l  staffs 
( i n c l u d i n g  Lrasmus) and t h e  n r i n t  e r s .  

.5. i'hus t h e  hoolc was no t  on ly  contemporaneous wi th  t h e  
develonment of  conmodity r e l a t i o n s ,  it ,.\,as a  l e a d i n q  
conriodity i n  i t s  own r i g h t ,  ancl i t s  nrorluction was &ha 
one of t h e  f i r s t  s v h e r e s  of  wmiz?hsbarbxmx i n d u s t r y  t o  
e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  e r a  of  rnachinofacture. 

6. (:ne o f  t h e  major r ea sons  f o r  t h i s  l i e s  i n  t h e  develovment 
of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  hntween head and hand, heralr lcd by t h e  
e n t r y  of  conrndditf p roduc t ion  i n t o  t h e  ' ; e s t e rn  world. 
Thonyh t h e  e a r l y  exemnla of  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  heady concluctcd 
t h e i r  d i s c o u r s e  o r a l l y  (Toc ra t e s  l i k e  C h r i s t  never  wrote  
a book),  t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  bool: as a m a t e r i a l  medium f o r  
r e n r e s c n t  in: t h e  u n i v e r s a l  scope of  a h s t r a c t  t h o u ~ h t  
r a n i d l y  l e d  t o  n s u . n l e ~ e n t a t i o n  and t h e n  su rpas s in ;  of  
t h e  o r a l  by t h e  v i s u a l ,  o f  8br~fiQxHxhx sneech by ~ b i h l r x  
w r i t i n e .  The hook gave t h o u ~ h t  X s n a t i a l  m o b i l i t y ,  and 
X nermanence which i t s  c h a r a c t e r  requ i red .  ; 'revious 
cp . l tu ra l  cliscourse by r ~ l l i n g  c l a s s e s  had ac?iieved permanence 
i n  o t h e r  ways - rhyme, sonq and r i t u a l  - but  a l l  t h e s e  
were n e c e s s a r i l y  conf ined  i n  snace ,  and u n s u i t e d  t o  t h e  
develnncie,~t  of a b s t r a c t  thought.  

7. The book i n  s h o r t  became one of t h e  n a t e r i n l  ins t ruments  
by which t h e  h c a d ~ H x b n B ~ b d b f b h x ' b 3 ~ b ~ m ~ y  cons~:lic!ated 
i t s e l f  a q a i n s t  t h e  hand. h o k s  s tood  a g a i n s t  l abou r ,  
and were s l o r i f i e d  as such by t h e  exp lo i t in :  c l a s s e s x  i n  
t h e  s l a v e  empires. I n  t h e  l . i ; ?d le  Ages t h e  form of  t h i s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  rIonina*tion was r e l i g i o u s ,  and couched i n  
a f o r e i r n  t o n ~ u e .  Evto 1407 t h e  g r e a t  mnjor i ty  of  books 
l iere r e l i r i o u s .  ' lu r ing  t h e  15 th  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of  



r e l i g i o u s  books f e l l  t o  45:" (300: l i t e r a t u r e ,  107" law, 105 
s c i e n c e  and n i s c e l l a n o u s  5%) .  3y t h e  15 th  c e n t u r y  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  n ropor t i on  had f a l l e n  f u r t h e r  t o  4%. Yet even 
i n  1500 77;~ of  a l l  books produced u n t i l  t h e n  (30,000-35,000 
s e p a r a t e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  ) were i n  - t in.  

8. The r ea sons  yiven t o x  e x , . l a i n  t h e  book form a r e  similar t o  
t h o s e  used  t o  Flbsex~fmx ana lyse  t h e  u s e  va lue  of  money. 
The bi,o!: is a medium of  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c i r c u l a t i o n .  It is a 
s t o r e  o f  value.  ' hy? i3ecause it is  p o r t a b l e ,  and,  :<it11 t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of p p m x  napyrus and t h e n  naner ,  it lasts. 
Cut a s  w i t $  money, and indeed a l l  commodities, we must 
a s k  about t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  u s e  va lue  of  t h e  hook, and how 
t h a t  a ' f e c t s  t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p roduc t ion ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
and consumntion. 

9. F i r s t  product ion.  !:" must d i s t i n $ u i s h  t h e  w r i t i n g  of 
t h e  b o o s  and its se t t i n_~ , , -  n r in t ihg /b in t l ing .  Cnder 
c a n i t a l i s m  w r i t i n g  is s t i l l  nredominafltly i n d i v i d a l i s e d ,  
a n  a r t i s a n  c r a f t .  !,.ore, i ta  anvears  t h a t  t h e  n o t i o n  of 
t h e  a u t h o r ' s  p r o p e r t y  r i ~ h t s  developed wi th  p r i n t .  ' r i o r  
t o  p r i n t ,  boolts were con ied ,  and o f t e n  changed i n  
cooyins. A book i n  t h i s  s e n s e  became a c o l l e c t i v e  p roduc t ion ,  
li!ce a legend,  embe! l i s h e d ,  c l a r i f i e d ,  changed. f ' roduction 
f o r  p r o f i t  was t h e  motive of t h e  s t a t i o n e r s ,  o r  orvrners o f  
s c r i n t o r i a ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  au thors .  .'iuthorship, and a l l  t h a t  
goes wi th  i t ,  had no t  develoned as a concept:  

Y. he  i n d i f f e r e n c e  of medieval  s c h o l a r s  t o  t h e  p r e c i s e  
i d e n t i t y  of  t h e  a u t h o r s  whose boolcs t h e y  s t u d i e d  i s  
undeniable .  The w r i t e r s  themselves ,  on t h e   her hand, 

I did  not  always t a o u b l e  t o  quote '  what t h e y  t ook  
from o t h e r  hooks o r  t o  i n d i c a t e  &here  t h e y  tool; i t  from; 
t h e y  were d i f f i d % t  about  signinf;  even what wns c l e a r l y  
t h e i r  01-~n i n  a n  unambiquous ancl unrnistakeahle manner. I l  

(";?.'>oldscmidt, ; . ed i eva l  l e s t s  and t h e i r  iTirst lnpearence 
i n  p r i n t ,  n.llG. quoted GG 131). 

Soolcs were moreover made up of  c o l l . e c t i o n s  of  t r a c t s ,  
c o l l e c t i o n s  made un by t h e  c o p y i s t ,  o r  nroducer  o f  t h e  
book, wi thout  an  e d i t o r ,  c a t a l o ~ n e d  nncler an  a r b i t r a r y  
name. 1111 t h i s  changed rcitp t h e  develonPrHment of p r i n t ,  
n a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  1500, when an a u t h o r  coulrl s e l l  h i s  vo rk ,  
when t h e  e d i t o r i a l  publisher became d i s t i n c t  from t h e  
t e c h n i c h a l  ~ r i h t e r ,  when a s i n g l e  manuscript  could he 
copied unambiguously i n  n u l t i p l e  copies .  Sroq t h i s  t ime 
manuscr ipts  becnme prevared.  Unfinished d r a f t s ,  no t e s  and 
memos became p r i v a t e .  'l'he f i n i s h e d  d r a f t  was made publ ic .  
Only i n  a few f i e l d s  - n a r t i c u l a r l y  s c i e n c e  - d id  a u t h o r s h i p  
~ b ~ b x h x b s b p r b ~ b s b a b ~ b ~ ? ~ $ y b ~ b E h ~ b m 3 $ x x  i t s e l f  become 
su rpas sed  s o  t hz$  we 1 ok on t h e  comniler  !$:it11 t h e  s ane  
i n d i f r e r e n c e  a s p t h e  medieval  r e a d e r  ( cons ide r  t h e  au tho r sh i ?  
of n u l f & p l i c a t i o n  t a b l e s . )  

Torlay i n  some f i e l d s  c o l l e c t i v e  a n t h o r s h i p ,  and even 
anonymity, is bscoming more connon. : - ,cq.<sna~ers a r e  one 
esamnle. The naner  is comnosed by m%y a u t h o r s ,  soaie named, 
o t h e r s  n r o l e t n r i a n  s l ~ v p l i e r s  of  infor:!ation, ec!itors, 

n sub -ed i to r s  and s o  on. ! ! :e lcni lers  of  nevsoapers p r e se rve ,  
fis u n t i l  r e c p n t l y  d id  t h e  r imes  ,%the  t r a d i t i o n  of  anonymity. 
J n  books, c e r t a i n  volumes w i t h  a l a r g e  qnrlcet a r e  now 
corn osed  by r r e a t  teams,  t h e  e n c y c l o p ~ d i a s  *!m refr2rence 
hoof%, and t h e  volumes p ionecrcd  by , . i t c h e l l  ileazley. 



A r e c e n t  develonment is i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  s o  c a l l e d  
'managed booksP.  These a r e  t ex tbooks  put  t o g e t h e r  
by t h e  n u b l i s h e r  w i th  a n  e d i t o r i a l  board of  academics, 
and ench c o n t r i b u t o r  be ing  p a i d  a lump sum r a t h e r  t h a n  
a r o y a l t y .  Cont ro l  remains d e c i s i v e l y  wi th  t h e  p u b l i s h e r ,  
and as a r e s u l t  t h e  t ime  t a k e n  t o  y ' c r e a t e '  t h e  book 
from i n c e n t i o n  t o  bound books h a s  been lowered from 5 y e a r s  
t o  16-18 monthd. Th? f i r s t  managed t e x t  on Psychology 
was begu$ i n  1969, s o l d  186,000 cop ie s  i n . t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  
a l though  p r i c e d  above compet i tors .  (XJ: 255) 

These examplesxrepresent  a neri s t a g e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  
o f  w ~ i t k x s g  book wr i t i ng .  Piost w r i t i n g  s t i l l  remains 
i n d i v i d u a l i s e d  c r a f t  p roduc t ion ,  b u t  i n  c e r t a i n  f i e l d s  
we have s e e n  t h e  ~ r ? f Q ~ o f  t h e  ~ u t t i n g  ou t  sys tem 
( t ex tbooks ) ,  s imo le  b-operat ion ( volumes of  c o l l e c t e d  
pape r s ,  symnosia) ,  and now manufacture. I n  manufacture 
t h e  product  is  designed t o  cover  a wide market. Its w r i t i n g  
t h e r e f o r e  demands a d i v i s i o n  of l abour  of t h e  i n i t i a l  
w r i t e r s .  Secondary w r i t e r s  ?;norin as ' n ro f  e s s i o n a l  w r i t e r s '  
a r e  emnloyed t o  e i t h e r  s w r i t e  o r  re -wr i te  t h e  book. 
F * e  l a t t e r  a r e  c o ~ n o n l y  r e q u i r e d  t o  work t o  x b z r a t M Q x i r i t i n e  
formulae - o r  r e a d a b i l i t y  i n d i c e s  - based on word l e n g t h  
s en t ence  s t r u c t u r e  and s e n t e n c e  leng th .  '.'here t h e  w r i t e r  
h a s  f a i l e d  t o  meet t h e  r e q u i r e d  r e a a a b i l i t y  s c o r e s ,  a n  
e d i t o r ,  working t o  t h e  formula ,  can  do so; The American 
p u b l i s h s r s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  acknowledge t h a t  a book m ~ i s t  no t  

h e r  t h a n  1 1 t h  t o  13 th  g rade  s t x d a r d s  i f  it is 
n  t h e  J u n i o r  Col lege  market. 

Here t h e n  af ter  500 y e a r s  of  commodity w r i t i n g  c a p i t a l  is 
at l a s t  d e v i s i n g  ways of  r each ing  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  w r i t i n s .  
The vayment o f  f i x e d  f e e s  incl xb2Ba'jlmx wages r a t h e r  t h a n  
r o y a l t i e s  exemnl i f i e s  t h e  t r end .  Yh i l e  many t ex tbooks  a r e  
s t i l l  one s t a q e  away from t h i s  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  - working on 
t h e  n u t t i n g  ou t  sys tem - it  seems now o n l y  a  q u e s t i o n  of 
t ime  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e  brought more d i r e c t l y  under  t h e  sway 
of c a p i t a l .  And t h e  s i j i n i f i c a n c e  of  t h e  t r e n d  is underscored 
i f  we re-]ember t h e  ir;lportn,ce o f  t h e  t h e  t y n e s  of  book we 
a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t o t a l  boolcs. I n  t h e  U S  
10:: of a l l  hooks s o l d  a r e  encyc lopedias  and r e f e r e n c e  books 
(h igh  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  o f  r i i r j t i n g ) ,  and 16% tex tbooks  f o r  
e lementa ry  and secondary s c h o o l s ,  and 14:; o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
textbooks .  Thus 40:; of  books i n  t h e  US a r e  e i t h e r  a l r e a d y  
i n  o r  l i a b l e  t o  be  inc-rnorflgfi l n t o  t h e  e r a  o f  manufacture 
of w r i t i n ? ,  $ t tsbx8sbkk~ as/nel;' papers  and p e r i o d i c a l s  a l r e a d y  
a re .  

i .  
;!S w i th  newspapers.  t o o ,  t h e  t r e n d  i n  p roduc t ion ,  c a r r i e s  
wi th  it i m p l i c a t i n n s  f o r  t h e  p roduc t ,  t h e  range  of  t h e  
market ,  an8  t h e  ~ o n c e n t r a t i , ) n  and c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  of 
c a p i t a l .  C a p i t a l  S co l l . e c t i ve  books r e q u i r e  l a r g e  o u t l a y s  
of  money. 'o71e of  t h e  managed tex tbooks  publ i shed  by 
CRlrl and Dushliin ~ m h x h m k k ~  have pa id  out  $100,000 i n  
'manuscr ipt  f e e s '  p r i o r  t o  p u b l i c a t i o n .  ; . : i t c h e l l  Beazle a': pre -yuh l i ca t i on  c o s t s  p e r  hook have reached more t h a n  £ m 
w i th  a s  m a x y  a s  60 people  wor!cing on a k m k x s i n g l e  t i t l e .  



The Encyclopedia " r i t t a n i c a l s  l a t e s t  re-working must have 
been much, much more. 

Such l a r g e  investments  i n n l y  l a r ~ . ?  marlcets, and i n c r e a s i n g l y  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ones. IJtbab~hxbkbxbrsh~b~bybSbxB~tlxb%~bxhabirbaal 
~ ~ b s b x b x ~ b x b % h ~ l p  ~ a b h b x ~ a b ~ b x ~ ~ 6 o S b x b x b ~ b S ~ $ ~ b b h ~ b ~ l r t b 8 p  
abwb&bab~b~~f~bbbmh9bx~shna~babr9bs%dbai8shlrkx i n  t h e  Uh, 
expor t s  a s  a 7: of  s a l e s  have r i s e n  from 2570 a f t e r  t h e  2nd 
war t o  ~10% mow. :'enguins have 5276 of  t h e i r  s a l e s  overseas  
and BPC1s.publbshing s i d e  ( a  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
'manufactured1 w r i t i n g )  ea rns  755 o f  i t s  p r o f i t s  from 
overseas  produc t ion  and exports .  Although t h e r e  a r e  
o t h e r  reasons  f o r  t h i s  t r e n d ,  t h e  move. toriards s t a n d a r d  
commodities is a l e a d i n g  one. Thus t h e  r a t i o  o f  ~ U b s b S b x  
e x a o r t s  t o  hone s a l e s  is hfbkbxti h i g h e r  f o r  s choo l  t e x t s  
x ~ b % b ~ b a h P ~ b % t b x ~ 8 x b ~ b ~ ~ i ( ~ b ~ b ~ B S b ~ ~ ~  t h a n  f o r  o t h e r  
t y p e s  of book from t h e  i n  1974 (wi th  t h e  excep t ion  of 
hardback b i b l e s ,  of  rihich 60% were exported) .  (4FcF; 62). 
And wi th  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m m d a i k q x d  mass markets,  comes 
t h e  demand f o r  Ska c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on produc ts  w i th  most 
u n i v e r s a l  a n p l i c a t i o n ,  and f o r  s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h o s e  
f i e l d s .  &hab*bxd?d The ileaders i l iges t  and t h e  AA b  olcs 
cover f l ower s ,  t h e  coun t rys ide ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  world, 
t h e  geography of con t inen t s .  3001; Club - ~ s s o c i a t e s  
( u n i t i e d  !i'.II.Smith and t h e  ime i c a n  Ptrm ~ o u b l e d a y )  
c o t  60,000 members i n  2 y e a r s  f o r  t h e i r  cookery bnoli club. 

p i i t c h e l l  Beazley 
a r e  paotlucing r a u n i v e r s a l  gu lue  t o  c h i l d b i r t h .  'rhe 
Zncyclopedia U r i t t a n i c a  by d e f i n i t i o n  covers  everything.  

These developments must be  s e e n  a g a i n s t  two c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
a r x l r b  i n h e r e n t  i n  c r a f t  r d r i t i n ~ .  'rhe f i r s t  is t ' .e b a r r i e r  
c r a f t  a u t h o r s h i p  p r e s e n t s  t o  c a p i t a l .  'l'he ou tpu t  of nest 
c r a f t  a u t h o r s  is u n c e r t a i n ,  and even more s o  its mar1:etabilit  
20';" of books e a r n  80% of  revenue,  and most of  t h e s e  a r e  
textbooks.  The enormous number o f  books produced - 
568,000 new t i t l e s  i n  1975 - a r e  i n  n a r t  a r e f f e c t i o n  of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  c a n i t n l i s t  p u b l i s h e r s  a r e  fo rced  t o  exoeriment 
wi th  new t i t l e s  because o f  t h e  u n n r e d i c t a b i l i t y  of  t h e i r  
procluct. sou rgeo i s  commentators ider t i fy  t h e  problem C ~ S  
u n n r e d i c t a b i l i t y  of makrets. It is r a t h e r  a ques t ion  of 
t h e  l a c k  o f  c o n t r o l  c a p i t a l  ha s  on vroduc t ion ,  and t h e i r  
$Bs%~nkmiexi&r&n%h~mtf~a~~~ f a i l u r e  t h e r e f o r e  t o  agequa te ly  
u n i t e  p roduc t ion  and c o n s u n ~ t i o n  - even on c a o i t a l  s 
t r a d i t i o n a l  terms. 

'l'13e tendency f o r  c a p i t a l i s m  t o  overproduce t i t l e s  - s e i z i n g  
on every  p o s s i b l e  r f r i t e r  i n  t h e  hope of a winner - is 
no more c l e a r e r  t h a n  ove r  t h e  l a s t  20 y e a r s  w i th  t h e  d 
p e a t  exnansion of bbabsrbxb~x&t p o t e n t i a l  au tho r s  
4 t h  so-ca: l e d  knowledge r e v o l u t i o n ) .  Table  l g i v e s  t h e  
T~?hZSCC: " i z u r e s  f o r  i n c r e a s e s  i n  number of annual  t i t l e s  
by area.  Cve ra l l  t h e  number of t i t l e s  ner  annul8 118s 
more than  doubled i n  20 years .  But whereas t h e  h igh ly  
c e n t r a l i s e d  p u b l i s h i n g  system of t h e  USE?! has on ly  inc reased  
by 44,-, Bhprvf+kx k o r t h  America (p redoa innn t ly  t h e  US;) has  
r i s e n  by 5 7  In  p a r t  t h i s  reXTects t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
s i z e  of the US market i t s e l f .  b u t  it a l s o  shows t h e  V?ay - - - - - - . - 
i n  which c a n i t n l i k t  p u b l i s h i n y ,  t i e d  t o  t h e  c r a f t  au tho r ,  

shower t h e  na rk? t  wi th  produc ts  t o  f i n d  t h e  & ~ ~ 4 R * e s x  



s a l e a b l e  ones ,  amid i n d u s t r y  c r i e s  o f  ~ ~ o v e r p r o d u c t i o n l .  

Tab le  1. . 
New boot  t i t l e s  produced annua l ly  

1955 1975 7; inc rease .  
000' S 

269 
'.!orld t o t h l  %%% 5 68 111 

Korth America 14 92 557 

L a t i n  Bmerica S 1 29 164 

Zurope 131 254 102 

USSl 5 5 7  9  44 

Developed 
c o u n t r i e s  211 388 298 

Underdeveloped 
c o u n t r i e s  7 8  180 

Source:  U?..-ZFTCO Yearbook 1979 

(no t e :  t h e  low c'ceania f i q u r e  may h e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  ~ b ~ b ~ 1 8  
Istbxb%bxbabkb~ underdevelonment o f  L. .us t ra l ian  pub l i sh ing  - 
re lyinp;  a s  t h e y  have ahxklrbtri3xbxfoxb~b8s.~~ u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  on 
a r i t i s h  imports.  ) 

Those c r a f t  a u t h o r s  crhose hooks a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  ( i n  
mar!:et t e rms)  cannot - unfo r tuna t e& f o r  c a n i t a l  - be 
p r o l e t a r i a n i s e d .  T h o u ~ h  Cooker Dro thers  - t h e  st igar  
conq lone ra t e  - now 'own1 many leadin: a u b h i ~ + s s ~  ; i l ropoei tor iaI  
r i ~ h t s  5 i n  r e t u r n  f o r $ r e g u l a r  income, most w r i t e r s  r e t a i n  
t h e i r  mm economic indepndence. :'ublis!lers w i l l  t r y  znd 
and mon:.nolise w r i t e r s .  The system of  advances,  o f  r i z h t s  
ove r  f u t u r e  hooks, and s o  on; but  t h e  indencndent au tho r s  
can t h P o u ~ h  agen t s  a ~ n r o n r i a t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t i o n s  of  
p r o f i t  f r o n  s u c c e s s f u l  vo lunes ,  whi le  s h a r i n s  few of  t h e  
l o s s e s  from t h e  unsuccess fu l .  And o f  cou r se ,  w i th  t h e  
u n c e r t q i n t y  of  t h e  p rodgc t ,  t h e  a u t h o r  as brand name 
becomes f e t i s h i s e d .  Th:: most s u c c e s s f u l  a r e  t h o s e  forniula 
w r i t e r s ,  whose each book i s  i n  t h e  s ane  genre  as t h e  l a s t .  
Tab le  2 c o n t a i n s  h  m s n s l a t e d  a u t h o r s  i n  t h e  world. 
~t is s t i i  h O Q 0 & & k f B Q  c n l t u r d s  main c o n t r i b u t i o n  
is i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  t h r i l l e r s  ( i n  a l l  s enses  of  t h e  ~ i o r d )  
and d e t e c t i v e  s t o r i i s :  



Table  2 .  

Xost t r a n s l a t e d  au tho r s  as of 1973. 

.n 

A. C h r i s t i e  

J u l e s  Verne 

Marx 
Simenon 

Lafuente  

To l s toy  

Blyton 

Gorki  

Ereznev 

Dostoyevski  

Shakespeare 

B.Kaclean 

G r i m m  

J.II.Chase 

J.iondon 

:.:.Twain 

11.C.Anderson 

Pi0 o f  
t r a n s l a t -  
i o n s  
548 

159 

156 

132 

131  

126 

123 

106 

105 

100 

95 

93 

9  1 

90 

86 

8  6  

8 3  

82  

KO of  
t r : ~ n s l a t i n g  
c o u n t r i e s  

1 9  

20 

24 

25  

2  1 
1 

27 

12 

25 

10 

2 3  

25  

15 

1 2  

13 

1 9  

25 

20 

Source:  UXRSCO Yeasbook. 1976 

Given t h e  c u l t  o f  t h e  '&author ' ,  a c i i l t  d e r i v i n g  

from t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  w r i t i x n c ,  pub l i sh ing ,  and read ing ,  
we f i n d  nuh l i sh ing  c a p i t a l  i n  t h e  b i z a r r e  p o s i t i o n  of 
a s s i g n i n g  a u t h o r s h i p  of i t s  collechlgely 'managed' 
textboolcs t o  peonle  who have w r i t t e n  v i r t u a i l y  none of 
t h e  book. 

It i s  h x h f l  f r k ~  c a p i t a l ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  c o n t r o l  
w r i t i d g  t h a t  w e  must loolc f o r  t h e  exn lana t ion  SbxBfn~ 
of t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  unconce- t r a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  
pub l i sh ing  indus t ry .  Although a few a j o r  firms 
produce t h e  bu lk  o f  t i t l e s ,  c o n t r o l  c r u c i a l  n a r t s  of t h e  
system of d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  dominate 
exnort  marlrets, t h e r e  is always t h e  possibility of small 
p u b l i s h e r s  producins  bool:s ~ i l ~ i c h  w i l l  s e l l  t h e  
nvmbers r e q u i r e d  by t h e  economics of p ro l !~c t ion .  Thus i n  
t h e  Us. #=E 2 0  f i r m s  account f o r  85:- of  boo?< nuh l i sh inz .  -. 
a. f . r t he r .k@&x sop a r c  s i r s n i f i c ~ n 8  nub l j sh in -  houses 
\i iLe rl r i n  t h e  60 s a man as 2 ,  00 small p $ e s ~ f s  sdrnng 

#is gan where v a f o r i s X t l o n  was s o  imner ec  y  i n  G n 8 .  



The second c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  c r a f t  au tho r  xstems 
from t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i s a t i o n  of w r i t i n g  i t s e l f S .  l'he a r c h i t y p e  
o f  t h e  w r i t e r  under c a n i t a l i s m  is  t h e  s o l i t a r y  aubhor, t h e  
n o v e l i s t ,  t h e  poet. nut t h i sxbxbkk ia  image, and i n  some c a s e s  
t h e  r e a l i t y ,  a r e  t h e  produc t  o f  t h e  way i n  which a writer 
r e l a t e s  t o  r e a d e r s  under  c a p i t a l i s m ,  i.e. when t h e  book 
becomes a commodity. The f a c t  t h a t  w r i t i n g  nbkbcibgbkq 
p b ~ b e p ~ b i b x B y b f l u e b s ~ c x ~ ~ ~ b ~ h x ~ ~ a ~ x b ~ ~ ~ b B B ~ ~ ~ ~  has  a  v a l u e  
means t h a t  it is  s u b j e c t  t o  &he i r o n  g r i d  of proper ty .  
But a l l  t h a t  is  w r i t t e n  has  o f  course  a h i s to ry :  a h i s t o r y  
o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  pe fcep t ion ,  r ead ing ,  d r a f t i n g ,  v e r b a l  
fo rmula t ion  and s o  on. xone of t h e s e  e a r l i e r  s t n g e s  of 
a t e p ' s  h i s t o r y  can b e  adenua te ly  made i n t o  a comnodity 
by c a p i t  al. 1 e c t u r e s  can yharged f o r , c e r t n i n l y .  
Some people  a r e  p a i d  t o  he  around1$ a u n i v e r s i t y ,  o r  
a r i s t i o o r a t i c  household,  even a firm. The advent of  
t e l e v i s i o n  has  meant t h a t  t h i s  v e r b a l  moment can b e  can tured ,  
r e l ayed ,  9% c & i f i e d  on video xllBt~bs0dbxx e d i t e d ,  and so l8 .  
But u n t i l  v1  eo,  w r i t i n g  w a s  t h e  firmtx moment t h a t  
thought4  d i s c o u r s e r  were o b j e e t i f i e d  i n  a m a t e r i a l  form, 
which cou ld  be p r i v a t i s e d .  It was t h e  f i r s t  momeht t h a t  
could b e  p9i  drawn i n t o  t h e  web o f  cmmodi ty  r e l a t i o n s .  
A s  such  it was t h e  w r i t e r  who, i n  c a n i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  w a s  
p r i v i l e g e d ,  a l though  : : r i t ing  is i n  p r i n c i n l e  no more 
' n r i v a t e '  t h a n  is  t a l k i n g .  Cne may write f o r  o n e s e l f ,  
j u s t  as one may speak t o  o n e s e l f ,  bu t  w r i t i n g  l i k e  speech i s  
s o c i a l ,  i n  its o r i g i n s ,  i n  its p ~ a b % B m w x  Wxxvery na tu re  
as i n  i ts p r a c t i s e .  To charge someone f o r  snealcing t o  
them, n a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e  occas ion  is  arranged v i a  an 
in t e rmed ia ry ,  rrould on t h e  f ~ c e  of it aqpear  absurd ,  bu t  
t h a t  i n  e f f e c t  is  what ha l~aens  when hoolcs a r e  a commodity. 

The p o i n t  is no t  t h a t  w r i t i n g  is not i nd iv idua l .  It is 
as i n d i v i d u a l  as speech. g u t  t h e  prodyct  of  t h e  s i n g l e  
hand, as o f  t h e  s i n g l e  mouth, i s  t h e  product  o f  a h i s t o r y  
of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of which t h e  w r i t e r  ~Bxbkbx  and t h e  speakc 
a r e  bu t  t h e  momentary e:cnressions. Cnce t h i s  moment is 
p r i v a t i s e d  i t  s t a n d s  a t  odds wi th  t h e  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r  
of d i scourse .  The c o n t r a d i c t i o n  is p re sen t  d a i l y  i n  
u n i v e r s i t i e s .  I n  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w r i t t e n  wor!~ is  t h e  
main ins t rument  f o r  t h e  cocimensurat i o n  of labour.  'There 
a r e  o b j e c t i v e  reasons  f o r  t h i s .  I n  ShE~scx o  system of 
l a r g e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h o s e  r e s p 8 n s i b l e  f o r  t 'le m o b i l i t y  of 
l abour  (annointments  b i r d s , )  cannot :;now a l l  t h e  
a - p l i c a n t s  i n  t h e  d a i l y  c le tni l  rifiich wnuld !*e necessary  . . 
t o  make a judgement. r i t t e n  work is p o r t a b l e ,  quick t o  
s c a n  o r  even read ,  v e r i f i a b l e  t o  t h o s e  vho nues t ion ,  and s o  o -  
Thus w r i t t e n  rior!; becomes anx o b j e c t i v e  shrtfoahkblcr index f o r  
t h e  va lue  of a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l abourer .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
i n t e l - l ec tu i l l  l aboure r  has  t o  s e l l  k 5 r ~ b a b f t ~ k b ~ b b 2 b b x  
h i s h e r  l a b o u r  c a p a ~ i t y  as a commodity means t h a t  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l i s e d  CO.-modity n a t u r e  K&X??E of one form of 
h i s / h e r  ' p roduc t ion '  i s  re- inforced: the  b o o 1 d a r t i c l e .  
'There is o  pv@und f e t i s h i s m  of t h e  w r i t t e n  word, exemfd.AJfid i n  t 'le i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  one rsxy a b l e  t e a c h e r  
at t i  a u s i n e s s  School .  t h a t  were he t 9  w r i t e  a book (any 
book) libich 3s was reviewed i n  n r e s p e c t a b l e  j ou rna l  he 
would au toma t i ca ' l y  be  %ranted  a p ro fe s so r sh ip .  



The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of conmodity r e l a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  
h e a r t  o f  an  i n t e l l e c t u a l  community is  i n  d i r e c t  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  t h e  necessary  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
p roduc t ion  (viewing t h e s e  now from c a p i t a l ' s  p o i n t  of  view). 
I n d i v i d u a l s  plbitwibibabSb16sb5:BerhxQx a r e  encouraged t o  
n r i v a t i s e  t h e i r  i d e a s &  t h e i r  no t e sy  u n t i l  t h e y  a r e  publ ished.  
h r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  n a t u r e  of k h e r b 2 h 8 b ~ 0 s ~  mhsh~bxbxbf 
w t a ~ b i ~ h ~  t h e  system of p r i g a t  i s e d  thiiught - f mtlrxBxbabpb%&x* 
comaensurated through m i n t  - i s  such as t o  encourage 
( i n  t h e  s o  c a l l e d  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  at  l e a s t )  modmlar  
p roduc t ion  (a b a s i c  model w i t h  v a r i a t i o n s  t o  anpearences).  
dlmost a l l  s e r i o u s  work i n  t h e  s o c i a l  ac i ences  has  been 
produced o u t s i d e i  ystems dominated by p r i v a t i s e d  i n t e  l e c t u a l  
r e l a t i o n s ,  e i t h e r  9 o l d  a r i . s t o c r a c t i  i o n s  of l e a r n i n g  
such as Cxbridge, ~ ' a r i s ,  o r  t h e  01 n U n i v e r s i t i e s  , m (Dlirlcheim, P a r e t o ,  ::eber, 1,iarc Rloch) o r  by n , o p l e  
&SbxHrx who d i d  not  s e l l  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l abour  c a p a c i t  

, . . as a commodity (Eiarx, Freud,  Jung, Lenin,  Bao, . , r t t g e n s t e i z ) .  

The no in t  i s  t h a t  t h e  ve ry  c h a r a c t e r  of  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
cornmensuration - I&IXY n r i n t  - a f f e c t s  t h e  conten t  i most 

bxx c l e a r l y  i n  :'I!:) t h e s e s  where 
r i c a l  vork  is ~ r i v e l e z e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

ldm much more &nbiguousq and s o c i a l  t L e o r e t i c a 1  enquiry. 
Empiricism is a r e s u l t  not  merely of s o c i a l  r e l a t j o n s  under 
c a p i t a l i s m  more g e n e r a l l y ,  bu t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r c  of 
i n t e l .  e c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s  themselves. 

I n  p l a c e  tBen of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a u t h o r  s e l l i n g  a 
c r a f t  p roduc t  i n  t h e  manner of  x ~ ~ r P ~ ~ ~ 0 x b ~ h ~ M 6 1 k $ ? r  
s imple  commodity produc t ion ,  w e  have hlhsbritbihkbkbxbS& 
p r o l e t a r i a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l abour  s e >  l i n s  a pb~BxbB;u 
c r a f t  prorluct xhxbkbxhS%xb~Wh~bhhxPsblaBx through which 
h i s /he r  l abour  xiill he  coamensurated, and v i a  which 
improvements i n  h i s / l ~ e r  n o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
p l - o l a t a r i a t  w i l l  be  determined. That t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  
w r i t i n g  talces p l a c e  w i t h i n  t h i s  form o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  
r a t h e r  t h a n  as s i n n l e  comnodity produc t ion  is sugges ted  
by t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s u b j e c t s  among books pro(lucec1. 
I n  t h e  Ui;, 3 of t i t l e s  produced i n  1975 l iere i n  t h e  
f i e l d s  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e ,  pure  and a n g l i e d  s c i e n c e ,  a r t s ,  
geography and h i s t o r y ,  and a f u r t h e r  q u a r t e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
of l i t e r a t u r e ,  8 P b ~ b x b f e k x  and l i t e r a r ~ y  c r i t i c i s m .  :..any o f  
t h e  a u t h o r s  of  t h e s e  boolcs a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  connected t o  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  of l e a r n i n g ,  as pa id  l abour ,  and s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e  forms of comnensuration mentioned above. It is no 
s u r p r i s e  t o  f i n d  Btrx DaVid i fo l lov~ay ,  t h e  l i t e r a r y  e d i t o r  
of t h e  O a i l y  ' e lea raph ,  e s t i n a t i n z  t h a t  of  13,?00 p r o f e s s i o n a l  
w r i t e r s  i n  E r i t h a i n ,  on ly  55 earned a l i v i n g  from x v r i t i n ~  
as an  e x c l u s i v e  occupation.  I n  t h e  U s ,  iklssalc w r i t e s ,  
" the  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  proclucers at?d buyers o f  
monogranhs, b  oks and j o u r n a l s  at  t h a  pos txradua te  l e v e l  
a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h i s ' e r  educa t ion  ancl a r e  
su7nor ted  by an annual  salnry."Pfl~nsn$~k~$~t:aun!:no~nnm8a~.'r 
f t b s ~ s b ~ m b B b d ~ y b w a  ('1: i 110) 

xbzhnMrbxf&x Tntel  l e c t u o l  l abour  tenrls t o  u n i v e r d i t y .  
Its outnu t  a f f e c t s  c a p i t a l  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and as such i n d i v i d u a l  
c n p i t a l s  have h i r e d  l abour  f o r  a q ~ l i c a t i c n s  of g e n e r a l  
p r i n c i p l e s  t o  t h e i r  s n e c i f i c  ~ i r c u n s t a n c e s  r a g h e r  t h a n  



f o r  developed t h e  s e n e r a l  p r i n c i ? l e s  the:lseives.  
'fhe head d iv ided  from t h e  hand under  can i . . a l i sm,  has  t h e y  
been f u r t h e r  s e o a r a t e d  from c a p i t a l  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  s 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  forcl o f  many capi i -a ls .  'Tl~is  s c p a r a t  i o n  i s  
emhodied i n  h ighe r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Those have 
become a?.lxt!?e more i m ~ o r t a n t  i n  a n  e r a  o f  sys temofac ture ,  
when not  o n l y  l a r g e  systems o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c a p i t a l s  have t o  
be managed a s  a whole, b u t  n a t i o n a l  S stems o f  many c a p i t a l s  
demand d i r e c t  o r z a n i s  at  i o n  as wel l .  $et t.he verT7 u n i v e r s a l i t y  
of  t h e  head is a%xxp problmttt ic  f o r  c a n i t a l  i n  &l1 its 
forms. IIoti should  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l abour  as a whole b e  
commensurated w i t h  o t h e r  s o c i a l  labour.  To t h i s  we now add 
o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s :  how can t h e  s e n a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  head 
from p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l  be  recomposed s o  t h a t  thehead  S is 
i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  r e l a t e  t o  c a n i t a l s s  problems; how can 
c a p i t a l ' s  nroblems posed f o r  t h e  head co l lec t . lve ly ,  nnd 
demanding c o l l e c t i v e  wor!;, be r e c o n c i l e d  wi th  a system of 
i n t e & h n l  cornm:nsuration w i t h i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  head which 
ernvhasises i n d i v i d u a l  ~ ~ o r k  and t h e  p r i v i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p roces s  of  i n t e l l e c t u a l  productkon; and f i n a l l y ,  a s  
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of t h e  Enratv collcctiiive head grow, and as 
t h e y  develon- X* r e l a t i o n s  of i n t  e  ' l e c t u a l  p roduc t ion  
which mimic t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  c a v i t a l i s t  p rodyc t ion ,  
(h i e r a rchya~ ,  d i v i s i o n s  of head ancl hand even w i t h i n  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  labourx,  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n ,  c x n l o i t a t i o n )  how can 
t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e s  i n  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  prometar 
i a t  be prevented  from i d e n t i f y i n g  not  wi th  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
and problems o f  c a p i t a l ,  bu t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  and problems of 
t h e  c o l l e c t i d e  labourer .  

C a p i t a l i s t  p u b l i s h i n g y x h a B x b N b x b s b x h B ~ b x B $ b p b ~ B ~ b ~ ~ ~  
i s  locked i n t o  t h i s  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c h a r a c t e r  

of  t h e  produc t ion  of' i ts primary i n n u t s  - w r i t t e n  t e x t s .  
I n  t h e  c r a f t  c h a r a c t e r  of' r i r i t i n g ,  and t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  t r r i t e r ,  should  be  sou  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  
betrtyeen u s e  va lue  and exchange va lue  i r o c e s s  o f  t h e  
produc t ion  and c i r c u l a t i n g  of lcnoriledge i n  c a p i t a l i s t  
s o c i e t y ,  u b s ~ x  m a t e r i a l i s e d  i n  t h e  boo!<. 

Consunnt ion. 

O r i q i n a l l y  t h e r e  was a n n i t y  o f  consamation and produc t ion  
o f  books. The p u p i l  s e t  down t h e  n o t e s  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r  f o r  
l a t e r  r e f e rence .  These no te s  coulcl be  copied by o t h e r s  
wishing t o  r e a d  them. T h i s  w a s  t r u e  not on ly  of a n c i e n t  
Greece,  bu t  of  o t h e r  s o c i e t i e s  wherr w r i t i n g  was not 
conpllsory (T.:I.Green, Acton, i n  k b  late 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  England 
I n  t h e  middle ages s c h o l a r s  aqa in  t:ould copy t e x t s  f o r  then- 
s e l v e s ,  much as lie now make a photocony. Indeed @hotocopying, 
s o  d i s l i k e d  by p u b l i s h e r s ,  is  t h e  re-a. .serton of t h e  u n i t y  
of p roduc t ion  and cons~~mpt ion ;  s e l f - p r i n t i n g .  

'f@e i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i s h e r i p r i n t e r  as a c a p i t a l i s t  
producer ,  and t h e  t r ans fo rma t ion  of t h e  au tho r  i n t o  a  
s imple  comnodity producer ,  s e a a f a t e d  t h e  consumer from t h e  
rrrork. I n  f'oing s o  it r a i s e d  t h e  p-o!~lcm of irs9ka. d i s t r i b u t i o n  
and marketing,  and E* t h a t  of conimissioniny and c o n t r a c t x i n g  
au tho r s  t h a t  we have a l r e a d y  dzqcussed. 

The p o ' n t  I want t o  r a i s e  at  t h i s  s t a g e  is t h e  form of 



consumption. I n  t h e  e a r l y  middle ages  consumption was 
c o l l e c t i v e .  Both monlcs and u n i v e r s i t y  s tudent*  would 
& i s t e n  t o  a book be ing  r e a d  aloud. The book wasx h e r e  
merely a more permanent form of t h e  *ec ture ,  a l e c t u r e  
not denendent on  t h e  l e c t u r e r .  Read c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  it could 
t h e n  b e  d i scussed  co l lec tmvely ,  d isputed.  It tended  a l s o  
t o  be owned c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  e i t h e r  by t h e  monastdc o r  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y .  Y i t h  c a n i t a l i s m  ~ b l r 0 ~ b f r b x b x b ~ ~ ~ ~ f m , ~ ~  

t h e  forms o f  coasumption were  transformed. Fdm 
xxhdccb " '  !!bile u n i v e r s i t y  and monastic l i b r a r i e s  
cont inued  t o  e x i s t  ( t h e  l a t t e r  u n t i l  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of t h e  
monas te r ies  i n  Ensland),  p r i n t e d  book product  i o n  encournged 
p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  ownership of boolis , i n d i v i d u a l  read in& 
o f  books, and a lower deqree  o f  co l - l ec t ive  d i s c u s s i o n  of 
books. 

'!'he cont inved  exnansion o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
h a s  meant t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  i n  c o n s ~ ~ ~ o t i o n  h a s  not been 
c a r r i e d  as far as i n  o t h e r  consumer durables.  C o l l e c t i v e  
l e a r n i n 5  i n  s choo l s  and un v e r s i t i e s  has  t ended  towards 
a c o l l e c t i v e  ~ r a x n ~ f l u b n k s x  ownership and uset d i s c u s s i o n  
of boo!.:s. But f o r  t h e  e a r l y  n e r i o d  of c a p i t a l i s m  it s t i l l  
remains t r ue  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  books cont inued  t o  be  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  owned, d x  i n d i v i d u a l l y  r ead ,  and on ly  
infokmal ly  discussed.  I n  many ways t h i s  is u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
Ffost p r i v a t e l y  owned books a r e  d r a s t i c a l l y  u n d e r u t i l i s e d .  
5ome a r e  never  ~ e a d  at  a l l .  I n d i v i d u a l  r ead ing  i s  of cou r se  
f a s t e r  t h a n  c o l l e c t i v e  r ead ing ,  y e t  ix8~bx€&b~EixbxbsBaax 
i8xBabrsbsrbxrmxmz t h e r e  is a q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  e f f * t c t i v e n e s s  
of road ins .  2eading can be a c t i v e  o r  pass ive .  ::ost f i r s t  
r e a d i n s s  a r e  pass ive ,  R e - r e a d i n ~ s  a r e  more a c t i v e ,  wi th  
no te s  talien. Jut  t h e  exper ience  of r e a d i n g  ,Trou?s s u ~ ~ e s t s  
t h a t  t h e  f a c t  of f u t u r e  d i s c u s s i o n  makes r ead ing  and 
re-reading more a c t i v e  from t h e  beginning. And c e r t a i n l y  
c o l l e c t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  is p r e f e r a b l e  t o  in formal  r e f l e c t i o n  
o r  no d i s c u s s i o n  at  a l l .  

There a r e  two Bey develonments i n  t h e  c a ~ i t n l i s t  
consur:pt i o n  of books. The first is t h e  d e v e l o m e n t  of p u b l i c  
l i b r a r i e s .  I n  t h e  UK t h e y  d a t e  from t h e  middle of t h e  69 th  
cen tu ry ,  i n  t h e  U? from t h e  last q u a r t e r  of t h e  century.  
By t h e  1960's  i n  t h e  U;; t h e r e  were over  24,000 p u b l i c  
l i b r a r i e s  and ) ranches ,  i n  t h e  US 7,000 ~ u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  
3,000 u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s ,  and 14,CDO o t h e r  s p e c i a l i s e d  
l i b r a r i e s .  By 1974 t h e  US f i g r e  was 8,337 p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  
wi th  388 m i l l i o n  boolts, comnared t o  t h e  U:; system wi th  
77 m i l l i o n  books. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  t h e r e  
were a l s o  school  l i b r a r i e s  . i n  t h e  US t hey  amounted t o  
74,625 i n  1974 wi th  more t h a n  4 m i l l i o n  volune wh i l e  
h i g h e r  educa t ion  l i b r a r i e s  xb~bxh ~~~~! unted  H 3,421 
ho ld ing  ove r  400,000 hoo1;s. I n  a ' l  

P r  
i!:raries h e l d  

r d m k x x  1.3 h i l l i o n  books. They accounted f o r  11L of  
a l l  book s a l e s ,  bu t  r a t h e r  more o f  t h e  t o t a l  b001i s t o c k s  
(assuming t h e y  Iieep hooks on average  l o n s e r  t h a n  o t h e r  
consumers 1. 

The second develonment i s  t h a t  of col!.ective l e a r n i n g ,  
bo th  i n  s c h o o l s  and col.:eges. This  khsbkb~1 is  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n  t h r e e  ways. F f r s t ,  s choo l s  buy books c o l l e c t i v e l y  



both  f o r  t h e  l i b r a r i e s  and f o r  u s e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s e s .  
?hey a l s o  determine markets ,  s i n c e  a s e t  t e x t  may t h e n  
be  bought and owned i n d i v i d u a l l y  by t h e  nun i l ,  o r  s t u d e n t .  
Second, i n  more j ~ ? n i o r  l e v e l s  of  t h e  e d u c a t i o f i  system, t h e r e  
i9 a r e  some s u r v i v a l s  o f  co! l e c t i v e  reading.  And t h i r d ,  of  
c r u c i a l  importance,  t h e r e  is c o l l e c t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
t e x t s .  

I ' ub l i c  l i b r a r i e s  c o l l e c t i v i s e  o r i n e r s h i n . ~ l k & m e  The 
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem goes  f u r t h e r  and s o c i a l i s e s  mpt i o n  
a s  well. By t h e  1970 ' s  as many as h a l f  t h e  book#%P t h e  US 
were bought f o r  s o c i a l i s e d  consumptiom o f  t h i s  k ind  
(4395 were a c n u i r i e d  f o r  fo rmal  educa t ion ,  130,; were bought 
by s s h o l a r s  Xiid p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  and 10:; c o n s i s t e d  o f  
encyclopndias  and r e f e r e n c e  riorks.2 11~~1 206). Th is  marlcs 
a profound c h a n ~ e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  economy of t h e  book 
du r ing  t h e  t w ~ e n t i e t h  century% 

F i r s t  t h e r e  is a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  c o n t r o l  on t h e  
purchase  o f  boolcs. T h i s  may be  d i r e c t  v i a  l i b r a r i e s  
o r  s c h o o l  hook purchas ing  budge ts ,  o r  i n d i r e c t  through 
l e c t u r e r  reco&mendation. Ye have a l r e a d y  no ted  t h a t  l i b r a r i e s  
account f o r  11;; of  boo& nurchases  i n  t h e  US, b u t  i n  some 
f i e l d s  tkt8xbi8xhx~kbsx?c t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  is h ighe r .  Thus more 
t h a n  50% of  s c h o l a r l y  boolcs $-ox t o  l i b r a r i e s ,  and 805; 
of  c h i l d r e n ' s  books. I n  I n d i a ,  907; of  a l l  books produced 
go t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

I n  as much as c o n t r o l  of  nurchas ing  is i n  t h e  hands of  
SbabkbxBybBhar~baB~b~bSh~xbnHksx  o f  t h o s e  who c o n t r o l  
~bkibabklhr~x s o c i a l i s e d  r e a d i n g  ( t h e  t e a c h e r s ) ,  t h e y  can  
ensu re  t h a t  books nurchased a r e  boo1:s used, o r ,  put  
a n o t h e r  way, t h a t  b001is t h e y  do no t  wish t o  encourage i n  
u se  a r e  not  purchased. 3u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  
l i b r a r y  purchases  a r e  not  d i r e c t l y  l i nked  i n  t o  usage. 
S ince  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  not  d i r e c t l y  s ~ i b j e c t  t o  t h e  law of v a l u e ,  
c n n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c r e t i o n  e n t e r s  i n t o  l i b r a r y  purchas ing  
p o l i c y ,  and un h i q h e r  educa t ion  l i b r n r i e s  t h e r e  is even 
a s t a n d  a g a i n s t  purchas ing  acco rd ing  t o  hook use. Thus 
boolcs s e t  f o r  c o u r s e s  work a r e  s t o r e d  i h  l i m i t e d  numbers 
by t h e  l i b r a r y ,  ?.-, nu t  on s! .ort  l o a n ,  o r  r a t i o n e d  i n  some 
o t h e r  way. l h i s  r p s t r i c t s  s o c i a & i s e d  lea rn ing .  (Comnare 
t h e  book hox sys tem o f  t h e  !!ZA c l a s s e s ) .  I n s t e a d  l i b r a r i e s  
t end  t o  expand t h e i r  r ange  of t i t l e s  a t  t h e  expense o f  
m u l t i g l e  cop ies .  ?resumably t h e r e  must be  a  deba t e  on 
t h i s  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  p r o f e s s i o n :  s t oc l i i ng  by demand on t h e  
one hand, and by coverage on t h e  other .  The c h a r a c t e r  o f  
n r i v a t i s e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  work i n  c a n i t a l i s m  su-3norts t h e  
l a t t e r ,  and g iven  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n c r e a s e  i n  suqply  
ove r  t h e  last 20 y e a r s ,  produces a b i z a r r e  d i s j u n c t i o n  
between purchase  and reading.  For  i n s t a n c e ,  a r e c e n t  
survey  i n  t h e  US found t h a t  XXKXX~RX on average a jou rna l  

E:$YB L stoctced i n  a l i b r a r y  was r e a d  by on ly  two peogle. 
e r i o d i c  d i s c o n t i n u i t i e s  of  p u h l i c e  expend i tu re  

c u t s  l i m i t  t h e  : ubo rd ina t ion  of  l ibra i -y  nurchase  t o  t h e  
ever-exgandinz sunp ly  of  p r i n t  determined by t h e  s o c i a l  
r e l a t i o n s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l abou r  under  can i t a l i sm .  



The c o n t r o l  of  t h e  s o c i a l i s e d  d i scuss ion  o f  books, o r  
' s o c i a l  l i t e r a c y ' ,  i s  i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  c o n t r o l l e r s  of 
e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Th i s  is a s e p a r a t e  i s s u e  
which we wb~Hxbalf i~xregis ter .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  we should  on ly  
no te  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  - what is  
tamght,  o r  r a t h e r  c o l l e c t i v e l y  d i scussed  - h a s  been t h ~  
focus  of c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  from t h e  f i g h t  over  t h e  c o n t r o l  
o f  s choo l  boards =ias at t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tu ry  t o  t h e  
i s s u e s  of curr iculum a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of  educa t ion  over  t h e  
l a s t  decade. One aaxhkmBm& s p h e r e  of s o c i a l i s e d  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  is  t h a t  of  iiorlting 
c l a s s  educa t ion  i n  b r i t a i n  du r ing  t h e  c u r r e n t  century,  
i n  which t h e  Fabian TEA recluced $%xx% t h e  P l ebs  League and 
khahx6xr t h e  TUC i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  h a t i o n a l  Cduncil  o f  
Labour Coi l e g e s  , two o r g a n i s a t  i-ons ~rlhich had encouraged 
c o l l e c t i v e  working c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  i i a r x i s t  t r a d i t i o n .  

The t e r n  ' s o c i a l  l i t e r a c y '  w a s  used by ? h i 1  Corr igan  and 
Val G i l l e s p i e  i n  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n  of a prev ious  pe r iod  
o f  similar sb&x@x? su -p re s s ion  of i n s t i t u t i o n s  of 
working c l a s s  autonocly:that s u r r o u n  i n g  t h e  development 
of p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e  mid 1 9 t h  century.  They 
t a k e  i s s u e  wi th  t h e  ter~: is  of  t h e  [ 'ebate on t h e  mbxlgsbs 
g r o ~ i t h  o f  p ! ~ b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  between t h e  Fabians  ( t h a t  t h e y  
were a 'good t h i n g ' )  on t h e  one hand and t h e  r a d i c a l s  
(won by working class s t r u ~ g l e )  on t:ie o ther .  Cg:G X- 
argue t h a t  t h e y  -p& were i n i t i a t e d  by p r o g r e s s i v e  
e lements  i n  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  t o  c o n t r o l  s o c i a l  l i t e r a c y ,  
r a h n t b l r h n r h ? g b x b ~ 1 P ~ x &  and were p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i r e c t e d  
a t  t h e  autonomous working c l a s s  c l u b s ,  t h e  mechanics 
inst i tutes ,xh$bsbxbqxand r ead ing  groups o r  f a c i l i t i e s  
housed i n  pubs. "You t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of good l i b -  
r a r i e s  would withdraw t h e  ponu la t ion ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
most dangerous p a r t  of t h e  ponu la t ion  from bad r ead ing  
t o  which t h e y  a -p ly  themselves?  - I t h i n k  i t  vould 
have t h a t  tendency,  and not  on ly  ~ r i i t h d r a ~ i  them from worse 
r ead ing ,  hut  from worse nu r su i t s , "  r a n  one among many 
similar s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  evidence be fo re  t h e  1849 S e l e c t  
Committee on L i b r a r i e s .  ,ind when t h e  ; ' uh l i c  L i h r a r y  
Act w a s  safelgr passed,  i t s  mentor !:illiam i31gart r e f l e c t e d  
wi th  s a t i s f . : c t i o n  t h a t  8mxtbc "many Pub l i c  L i b r a r i e s  
have been formed and .. have t u r n e d  t h e  people  from 
a lehouses  t o  soc ia l i sm,"  

Areas of sn~dwkikkt  autonomy i n  s o c i a l  k$ l i t e racy%have  
bcen mainta ined among small s o c i a l i s t  groups and 
p a r t i e s ,  but t h e  major movements have been incxorpora ted  
under s t a t e  management and c o n t r o l l e d  accordingly.  

I have been concerned :,!it11 two ques t ions  i n  t h e  develonment 
o f  book consuI.nt iont  under cap i t a l i sm:  f i r s t  changes inn 
form of ownership, r e a d i n g  and ~ i i s c u s s i o n  of boolcs, and 
second t h e  ques t ion  of c o n t r o l  of  content .  fi f i n a l  p o i n t  
needs t o  be  made, which is t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i n  o f  books 
t o  t h e  working c l a s s .  O r $ ~ i n a l l y ,  books were r e s t r i c t e d  t o  
t$bx&h8trbMt?&x c a p i t a l  s c o l l e c t i v e  head by p r i c e  and 
l i t e r a c y .  3u t  w i t h  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  
concentba t ion  of l abour  i n  towns, l abour ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s k i 1  l e d  l a b o u r ,  dev ised  c o l l e c t i v e  means f o r  read ing  



and d i s c u s s i n g  them. The s e p a r a t i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  ownership 
and c o l l e c t i v e  r e a d i n g  t h a t  took  p l a c e  wi th  t h e  advent 
of  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  and t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  
r ead ing  i n  t h e  s t a t e  c o n t r o l l e d  educa t iona l  system, has 
l ed  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  audio-v isua l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t o  a cu r ious  
d i s j u n c t i o n .  !;orkin= c l a s s  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  t o  r e a d  and 
d i s c u s s  at  school. They a l s o  u s e  c h i l d r e n ' s  f a c ' l i t i e s  
at p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s .  Dut at t h e  end o f  formal  educa t ion  
t h e r e  is a shaap  drop i n  working c l a s s  x b x ~ @ ~ x ~ x ~ ~ H r z x %  
errxmHx?sd.xv book r ead ing ,  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  collectmve.  
I n  one su rvey  o f  Pfakbxbstbibxxka n u b l i c  l i b r a r y  u s e  i n  
?:eb&ourne i n  1968-9 it was found t h a t  11-12?; of  t h e  
popu la t ion  were r e g i s t e r e d  borrowers  i n  working c l a s s  
d i s t r i c t s  as a g a i n s t  39-43?; i n  mitldle c l  s suburbs. 
I n  t h e  US it was r e ~ o r t e d  i n  t h e  60 's  t h 2  o n l y  20% o f  
t h e  people  ques t ioned  were r e a d i n g  k b ~ k t i x  a book at  t h e  
t h e .  I n  t h e  Ui: t h e  f i g u r e  is h i g h e r  at 504:. ~ b ~ @ b n b x  
~@ba~@@gqx~It.~~@B3bxb&bb;tx thoush p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  
bor rowings  show a similar c l a s s  p a t t e r n  t o  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
i -esul ts .  

=Is hooks once r e p l a c e d  b a l l a d s ,  s o  t e l e v i s i o n  has  r e p l a c e d  
books as t h e  dominant medium of worlring c l a s s  c u l t u r e .  The 
s t a t e  p l a c e s  as t i g h t  a c o n t r o l  on pb&BCBcsc t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  t e l e v i s i o n  programmes as it once d id  on books (and on  
b a l l a d s  - s e e  t h e  Greelz j u n t a ' s  attemn'ed c o n t r o l  of  
Theodorakis i n  a c u l t u r e  which w a s  s t i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
a u r a l ) .  
t h e  growth of a  m 
f r e e l y  c i r c u l a t e d  when p r i n t  via ominant medium of 
communication: but r e a d e r s h i n  i&@&$ned t o  t h e  nouve l le  
couche. ::ith t h e  development of  v ideo ,  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  
be  as concerned &o c o n t r o l  autonomous pro.rrammes and t h e i r  
d i s c u s s i o n  as t h e y  once were w i t h  books. I n  t h e  f a c e  of 
t h i s ,  we may m x  a t t emnt  t o  b u i l d  up i n s t i t u t i o n s  
rihich can  xakxix% r e s i s t  t h e  c o n t r n l  of  p u b l i c  systems of 
v ideo  d i s t r i b u t i o n  ancl d i s c u s s i o n ;  we can c o n c e n t r a t e  
books on  t h o s e  a r e a s  where t h e r e  e x i s t s  s o c i a l i s e d  
~ o m m k t n m  d i s c u s s i o n ;  o r  rue can r ec l a im  t h e  book 
ftm and c o l l e c t i v e  r e a d i n g  f o r  t h e  o l d  as w e l l  as t h e  
ncri xHx%&bxbsWx wor!cin= c l a s s .  

reduction. 

Setveen t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a u t h o r  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e a d e r  
l i e s  t h e  shadow; hooB produc t ion  end distribution. 
The diagram ove r l ea f  shows t h e  main processes  involved. 
'%at  we have is ha tch  produc t ion ,  w16h perhans 20 subprooees? 
some of them h i y h l y  mechanised ( p r i n t i n s  b i n d i n y 2 , s e t t i n y  
o t h e r  s t i l l  s u b j e c t  t o  mlrm c r a f t  pro[: l c t i o n  ( c o s t  
e d i t i n g ,  d e s i ~ n i n g  , ) o r  i n d i v i d u a l  s imnle  labour ,  (proof 
correcting,sub-editing). The n u b l i s h c r s  f u n c t i o n  is 
co-ord ina t ing  t h e  package, and t h i s  involves  ensur ing  
t h a t  t h e  c r a f t  p roces ses  a r e  comnleted i n  t ime  f o r  t h e  
book mass produc t ion  ( p r i n t i n ?  and b ind ing ,  some t y p e s e t t i n g ,  
:he tendency is t o  l e n ~ t h e n  t h e  hmwx product ion pe r iod  
t o  avoid  Che r i s k  o f  non r le l ivery t o  t h e  hook mass 
producers.  k m  





Some of  t h e s e  c r a f t  p roces se s  a r e  be ing  a t t a c k e d  by 
c a p i t a l .  !.'e have s e e n  how t h i s  h a s  been happen in^ i n  w r i t i n g ,  
wi th  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  t u rnove r t ime  of  up to  two t h i r d s .  
Other  p roces se s  which a r e  be ing  t ransformed i n c l u d e  
des ign  ( s t a n d a r d i s e d  des igns  f o r  s u c c e s s i v e  volumes), 
t y p e s e t t  i n g  (not  on ly  through t h e  develonment of  
e l e c t r o n i c  s e t t i n z ,  b u t  a t t e m a t s  t o  s t a n d a r d i s e  t yne  
between t y n e w r i t e r s  nnd t y p e s e t t e r s  s o  t h a t  a ?,:SS does no t  
have t o  be  manually tyned  f q  t w i c e  o r  more) comnosi t ioning 
(now done ~ : ~ t o m a t i c a l . l y  by yiheatons f o r  example), au toma t i c  
c o r r e c t i n g  q u i t e  a p a r t  from t h e  develoqments i n  t h e  
print in^ indus t ry .  The c r a f t  s k i l l s  of  d e s i g n e r ,  t y n e s e t t e r ,  
and p r i n t e r  and t h e  work of  c o r r e c t o r ,  copy e d i t o r ,  and 
sub-ed i to r  (whose work is be ing  drawn back i n t o  t h e  o r i ~ i n a l  
w r i t i n g  p roces s  t h r o u ~ h  t h e  u s e  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  w r i t e r s j  
a r e  be in^ l i m i t e d ,  and/or be ing  embodied i n  machinery. 
For t h e  t ime  be in^, because  many o f  t h e s e  taslcs a r e  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e i r  performance may be under taken  e i t h e r  
by wage l abour  ( f o r  l a r g e r  ~ u b l i s h i n c  houses)  o r  on t h e  
p u t t i n g  ou t  system, ( d e s i s n i n g ,  copy-edi t ins ,  sub -ed i t i ng ,  
a r twork ,  proof correct in^, and o f  cou r se  w r i t i n g ) .  
T y p e s e t t i n g  and p r i n t i n g  a r e  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t ,  hu t  i n  bo th  
ca se s  t h e  t e c h n n l o g i c a l  developments have al lowed small 
u n i t s  t o  remain c o n ~ n e t i t i v e  f o r  s h o r t  runs.  

I f  w e  compare a n o t h e r  branab o f  p r i n t i n g ,  newspapers, 
we w i l l  s e e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  i n  which c a p i t a l  is t e n d i n g  
i n  book production.  I lere,  k i t h  long% runs  @ d a i l y  o r  
tieelcly n roduc t ion ,  t h e  f low p roces s  of  assembly (assembly 
of  words, j o i n i n g  t h e  words t o  paper ,  ammbl ing  t h e  pages)  
i s  s t r i c t l y  timed. : . .achinofacture r u l e s ,  w i th  taslcs 
r e n u i r i n ~  i n d i v i d u a l  l a b o u r  s t r m c t l y  subo rd ina t ed  t o  
t h e  t ime  economy o f  t h e  f low p roces s  as a  whole. 
There is a lower p r o p o r t i o n  of  p u t t i n g  ou t  work. ! ! r i t e r s  
a r e  p r o l e t a r i a n s ,  d u m o r t  ed by s t r i n g e r s .  .'he con ten t  
a n l  form of w r i t i n g  is  s t r i c t l y  c o n t r o l l e d ,  i n t e r n a l i s e d  
by t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  w r i t e r s ,  as w e l l  as q o n i t o r e d  and 
c o r r e c t e d  by t h e  e d i t o  s t a n d a r d i s e d  and 

a l l y  a ided.  X# wbxb%0etlxblgbkk~ 
been t ran3formed by t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  r evo lue ion ,  

wi th  accompanying deskilling,-restructuring and l a y i n s  off  
of  labour .  . ) i s t r i h u t i o n  t e  t h e  i nd iv i t l ua l  eyes of  a l l  is 
s t i l l  l e s s  e f f i c i e n t  t h a h  t h e  a~xtomat ic  e n t r y  of  TV i n t o  
every s i t t i n g  room, bu t  has  n e v e r t h e l e s s  developed 
a  remarkable  system of  d e c e n t r a l i s e d  n o i n t s  of  s a l e ,  
s u m o r t e d  by pe r sona l  d e l i v e r y  by c h i l d  l abour ,  vh icb  has  
been t h e  envy of  t h e  11001~ t r a d e .  

The Bey% p o i n t  h e r e  is t h a t  nexspapers  have s u r ~ a s s e d  t h e  
key l i m i t  in.: f a c t o r  i n  book product ion:  t h e  bespolte 
n a t u r e  of  t h e  ou tpu t  t o  an  u n c e r t a i n  market. Zlodern 
n.::;.spapers have R s tanrlarr l ised c o n t e n t ,  w i t h  a prer : ic t i tb le  
r eade r sh ip .  T h e i r  method of  HX recombining produc t ion  
and consnc!ntion is through s t anda r (1 i s a t i on  afixbsb%bx.%x at 
a l l  s t a g e s  o f  p roduc t ion  and t i i s t r i h n t i o n .  'lhcy cocie ou t  
r e g u l a r l y ,  and can t h e r e f o r e  synch ron i se  a l l  p a r t s  of 
t h e  1,honr p rocess  a s  on an assembly l i n e .  l2ith some 
excc? t ions  hoolis have no t  acllieved t h i s  form o f  un i ty .  



They remain S ~ E ~ E X B E X S X H  IPB loclced i n t o  t h e  e r a  of noda l  
assembly. 

The most s e r i o u s  consequence Bbsbkx of f l a k  o f  s t a n d a r d i s a t i o  
% b ~ : ~ c h % i : b k ~ s b x ~ ~ i ~ ~ k s x  l i e s ,  horlrcver , not. i n  prorfuction 
but  i n  t l i s t r i b n t i o n .  Zknhbkbnnx n i r c c t  n roduc t ion  c o s t s  
account Tor o n l y  20?- of  t h e  f i n a l  c o s t  o f  t h c  hook, and 
o f t e n  l e s s .  I ) i s t r i ! ) n t i o n  accounts  f o r  at l e a s t  a h a l f  of 
t h c  f i n a l  boo!; p r i c e ,  exc lud ing  warehousing ( s e e  t h e  
diagram below). 

- & 

ull i l inc lnhour mocesa of book ~ T O d ~ C t i o n  end r o u ~ h  
pronarrionnl casia. 

I 



O r i ~ i h a l l y  it was produc t ion  c o s t s  which pb~ii~hiiu&&x 
accounted f o r  t h e  major p a r t  o f  a book's cos t .  gut  the 
develoament of  t h e  f o r c e s  of  p roduc t ion  i n  naper  making, 
(mid 19 th  cen tury)  t y n e s e t t i n g ,  and n r i n t i n z ,  lint1 t h e  
f a i l u r e  HS t o  make equ iva l en t  breakthroughs i n  boo:.: 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  has meant t h a t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c o s t s  have 
perm h i g h e r  act1 higher .  Thlls i t  is r eqo r t ed  t h a t  
!-arehousing which should  c o s t  Sr651, has r i s e n  t o  13-15:i 
.&h t h e  Unok Centre  i n  ?n%lond, .which i s  t h e  l e a d i n g  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t r e  i n  Trlrope. (11: 108). l d v e r t i s  :.ng 
by major p u h l i s h e r s  may account f o r  10';: o f  t h e  c o s t  of  
a boo!< (A;.; 231, and r e t a i l  m a r ~ i n s  have r e c a n t l y  
r i s e n  by As much as 57: t o  t h e  r ez ion  of  40% f o r  some 
boo!;s. (Zoo!; ilunzer 1973 p.80). 

The problem which c n q i t a l  cannot s o l v e  wi th  i ts besnolie KE 
conrnodity is  t h e  anon:-nous market. Inon:-mity stic!:s i n  
c a p i t a l ' s  t h r o a t  l i k e  a s tone.  i t  is t h e  ba:rier which 
exn la in s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of  c a n i t ~ l i s t  Book d i s t r i b u t i o n  
and t h e  t endenc i e s  w i t h i n  it. i h -  s t r u c t u r e  is  
r ep re sen t ed  i n  t h e  diozram below: 

THE BOOK INDUSTRY 

Source: Dam C. Smith, Jr., A Guide h, Book Publishing (New York: Bowhr. 
1966). 

T r o d i t i o n n l l y  t h e  key ?o in t  of t h i s  systsrc is  t h e  
$5 r e t a i l  hookse l le r .  T!iis i s  the  di.;; tri!)ution node 
t o  vh ich  t h e  anohq.zous nurchnser  fiiay cone t o  i n s n e c t  
t h c  range of besnoke c n a n o d i t i c s ,  scan  t h e i r  
coverase  and q u e l i t y ,  end t hen  hn:r. l e t  Troz c a p i t a l ' s  
Doint of  view it rernrins a r;.,o:.t i n e ' f i c i e n t  system; . 

a )  i t  m k h s l i t b ~ b ~ ~  remnins 1i::itecl i n  s i z e  ( s i n c e  it 
has t o  he near  enouyh F o t e n t i n l  consuners f o r  tl icn t o  he 
encouraged t o  en e r  r e ~ ! ? ' a r l y  and buy>. 

b )  it can on ly  s t o c k  a sma l l  p rono r t i on  of books (even 
3 ?ood hook hon cannot hope t o  stoclc Fore than.5,CgO 7-10 0:-. 
bootis out  of a ' t o t a l  nvciber of hool;s i n  p r i n t  i n  t h e  Cs of 



n e a r l y  200,000 - 3;'. 209). 

c )  it f i n d s  i t  as d i f f i c u l t  a s  t h e  uub l i she r  t o  judge 
demand p r e c i s e l y ,  and is t h e r e f o r e  caught between l a c k  
o f  demanded voludes ,  and a s u r p l u s  of ~hwBnbanHxbkbxkux 
m&?sx~ undemanded stocli.  

d l  it is s u b j e c t  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l  l o s s e s  th rouzh  p i l f e r i n g .  

e )  it has  t o  pay high urban  r e n t s .  

I n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e s e  drawbacks a r e c e n t  UKZSCO volume 
%tbxh&b~hxbx~  thought  t h a t  " t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  b o o k s e l l e r  
is something of a mystery" (p.67 ) and a former publisher 
spoke f o r  c a n i t a l  about t h i s  mystery when he a t t a c k e d  
t h e  hxx p u b l i s h i n g  i n d u s t r i e s ' h m m x  " i r r a t i o n a l  and 
coun te rp roduc t ive  commitmentx t o  t h e  s tockho ld ing  bookse l l e r .  
Yet thxbkbxl3Bx i r r a t i o n a l i t y  is not t h a t  of  t h e  b o o k s e l l e r ,  
bu t  o f  a system t h a t  d ivo rces  produc t ion  from consumption 
v i a  t h e  commodity, and t h e  m y s t e f i ~  

d&8@B 
xhzzb~bx ibx~uf rxken  

swxhqxk~ac soon u n r a v e l l e d  i f  we H c a ~ i t a l ' s  f a i l t r e  
t o  s t a n d a r d i s e  its t e x t s  and/or c o n c e n t r a t e  i t s  markets. 

The above diagram show some o f  t h e  experiments t h a t  have 
a t temnted  toxsu rpas s  t h e  bookse l le r .  rtB%b8h~bar Both 
s u b s c r i p t i o n  s a l e s  and book c lubs  have a t tempted  t o  
i d e n t i f y  buyers d i r e c t l y  b e f o r e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  and t h e n  
r e l a t e  t o  them i n d i r e c t l y  by mail. The f i rs t  Book Clubs 
were s t a r t e d  i n  Germany a r t e r  t h e  f i r s t  world war, and 
i n  1964 a survey  found t h a t  35:; of  t h e  books bought i n  
Germany were ordered  t h r o u ~ h  book c l u b s  (Book ilunser 114). 
I n  t h e  US t h e  first major c l u b s  s e l l i n g  new books v i a  
a book c lub  were t h e  Doob of t h e  :Tonth c l u b  (19261 
and t h e  L i t e r a r y  Gui ld  (1927). 3y t h e  mid GO'S t h e r e  were 
more t h a n  100 c l u b s  s e r v i n ~ t  t h e  US market ,  t h e  l n r ~ e r  ones 
b e i n  a b l e  t o  s e l l  e d i t i o n s  of s e v e r a l  hundreds of thousands. 
(ZD gook). I n  t h e  Cr.. t h e  first book c l u b  was t h e  Rook 
S o c i e t y  uh5.c'. s o l d  at f u l l  p r i c e  bu t  'chose '  t h e  books i ts  
members'should' r ead  v ia  a pane l  of  famous au thors .  

number of o t h e : s  c l u b s  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  3 0 ' s  - t h e  ;Leaders 
Union e n r o l l e d  17,000 members i n  i t s  first y e a r ,  and 
Gol lancz ' s  Le f t  Book Club had 60,000 members at  i t s  peak. 
( I X N  316-7). The r e ~ r i n t  book chubs had &m cont inued  
a f t e r  t h e  w a r  ( t h e  % p r i n t  S o c i e t y  (:!orld Books) had a 
q u a r t e r  o f  m i l l i o n  -iembers i n  t h e  l a t e  40 ' s )  but  dec l ined  
by t h e  70i%s, and it was r a t h e r  s imul taneous book c l u b s  
( e n t e r i n g  from t h e  UII i n  1958) ~ i h i c h  showed growth. ' f i e r e  
? re  some 27 o r  s o  Cook Clubs now i n  t h e  wi th  Book 
Llub ; ' ssocia tes  having more t h a n  100,000 members t e n  y e a r s  
ago (::K 535). 

S u b s c r i 7 t i o n  s a l e s  andxBfltsrbkbabx&xqq kb~kxb3Mm% 
s i n u l t a n a o u s  book c l u b s  s u f f e r  from t h e  problem of t h e  
p r o s p e c t i v e  custor!er not  b e i n z  a b l e  t o  ~ n s p e c t  t h e  item. 
Direct  ma i l i ng ,  which need not s u f f e r  l i k e v i s e , i f x k h x  
k b ~ k ~ b d c x  has  t h e  draribaclc o f  d e l a y  i n  comparison r l r i t l ~  
t h e  boo!<shop, ttiough nodern cornputor mai l ing  coulcl i n  
pr inci7 , le  reduce t h i s  t o  .5 days fro:: t h e  s i x  weeks o r  s o  
which used  t o  he t h e  averaze  f o r  m a i l  o r d e r s  from 3hackwells ,  



Rather  t h e x  main i n roads  i n t o  t h e  dominance o f  t h e  boo!iseller 
i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  has  come through t h e  growth of  t h e  i n s t i t u t -  
i o n a l  buyers  - l i b r a r i e s  and s c h o o l s .  Alere nurchase  h a s  been 
bo th  concen t r a t ed  and c e n t r a l i s e d .  3 o l a t i o n s  wi th  p u b l i s h e r s  
a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  through mail infoL.mation, p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s a n t -  
a t i o n ,  b u l k  s e l l i n g  ( s e r i e s a -  cf r o l e  of  t h e  j o u r n a l  form),  
and p e r s o n a l  inducements ( f r e e  cop ie s  t o  t e a c h e r s ) .  :is 
a d i s t r i b u t i o n  sys tem it escapes  t h e  c o s t s  of  s t o c k s  xx&a 
r e n t ,  and p i l f e r a g e  xmoc i n c u r r e d  by boolcsel lers ,  and 
consequent ly  t h e  r e l a t i v e  c ~ s t s  2~ of d i s t r i b u t i o n  (e.g. * on t ex tbooks )  is lorier ,(a f i f t h  ra t ! ier  t h a n  a t h i r d ) .  

The o t h e r  t endency  i n  c a n i t a l i s t  book prodnc t ion ,  
towards t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  newspapers, w i th  a s t a n d a r d i s e r  
p roduc t ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by i ts  l a c k  of  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  
c a t e g o r i s e d  i n t o  t h r i l l e r s ,  s e x ,  hunour,  and reproduced i n  
longybmhabx runs  and chea- fo rmats ,  has  al lowed kmzh 
t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of hohk r e t a i l i n g  t o  t h e  newspaper shops  
and $bxBx$t cha in  s t o r e s ,  l n  t h e  US t h e s e  mass paperbacks 
a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  th rough  90,000 magazine o u t l e t s ,  v i a  500 
l o c a l  magazine who1 e s a l e r s .  20 beg in  wi th  ! fbo lesa le r s  
had no choice.  " ?ub l i she r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  made  arrangement 
wi th  n a t i o n a l  magazine d i s t r i b u t o r s  t o  haveCh t h e  books 
f o r c e  f e d  t o  v h o l e s a l e r s  a long  wi th  ma%azine 
t i t l e s  which were inrTispensable t o  t h e i r  business."(.li.: 214). 
Lo$s of  50 s e l e c t e d  t i t l e s  a r e  s t i l l  t h e  r u l e  r a t h e r  
t h a n  p a r t i c u l a r  s e l e c t i o n s .  Such s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  can  
only  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  i f  t h e  books a r e  s tandard .  key 
p o i n t  now becomes no$ t h e  subs t ance  bu t  t h e  cover  (Pan 
a t  wk one t ime  s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  cou ld  t h i n k  o f  a lgBm 
zood cover  having r e a d  throngh h a l f  t h e  boolc t h e y  would 
a c c e n t x i t ) . f i ~ t b t h s b ~ b a ~ b ~ m ~ k b Y b ~ b 8 : b x b ~ b ~ ~ ~ m ~ x  
Bxb9Bbb&~Q8fhbnbwbmbbxbah&Hgks The 1)reakthrough 
is r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  mass market panerbacks 
r o s e  from 359; t o  44:1 o f  a l l  con i e s  s o l d  i n  t h e  US betweeh 
1963 and 1972, and from 1 1 7 ;  t o  15 :~  o f  r e c e i p t s .  A t  t h e  
same t i m e  i t  l e d  t o  oversuvnly.  I n  1974 4,000 new mass 
panerbacks were vub l i shed  - f a r  more t han  t h e  average 
o u t l e t  ~ i f t h  90 d i s p l a y  pockets  could  absorb. Cl.?rrently 
h a l f  of a l l  k m  such  books s h i ~ p e d  t o  who le sa l e r s  a r e  
unso ld  and rlestroyed.(.-\;; 214-5). 

Between t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  makket and t h e  s t a n d a r d i s e d  
m7ss mar!tet, t h e  Bnrrhsharaxakk s p e c i a l i s e d  bookahor, s t i l l  
holds  i ts  nos i t i on .  3 40;: of  t h o s e  books qub l i shed  i n  t h e  
LT3 slbxlh%x a r e  s t i l l  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  whole o r  p a r t  
throuyh bookshons, s o  t h a t  whi le  t h e  s p e c i a l i s e d  booshops 
s h a r e  is  f a l l i n q ,  kt ixn%km&n~hxx t h e  expanding numbers 
of  books means t h a t  i t s  volume of s a l e s  can be m-dntained. 



':e can now summarise t h e  main g e n e r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  
t h e  book under  c a p i t a l i s m :  

a) bo th  t h e  form and t h e  subs t ance  o f  t h e  book a r e  
determined by t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  head aad hand. 

b )  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  p roduc t ion  and consumption of  
books has  not  been mediated,  as wi th  newspapers and 
o t h e r  commodities, by mass s t a n d a r d i s e d  commodities 
(m t h o u  h  s e e  t h e  development o f  t h e  m a s s  market 
paperback 9 . 
c )  t h e  tendency has r a t h e r  been t o  t h e  o v e r s u m l y  of new 
t i t l e s ,  which is linlced i n t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of p rddyc t ion  
w i t h i n  c a p i t a l ' s  c o ! l e c t i v e  head - t h e  ~tr i tmbs$kyhi$-er  
educa t ion  system. 

~ y y  qfiacess w i t h i n  t h e  s e c t o r  has  r e t a i n e d  
k?c$b!*'$baracter, i n  w r i t i n g ,  d e s i ~ n i n g ,  s e t t i n g ,  
p d i t i n g ,  and selling. It is  t h e r e f o r e  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  
by many small u n i t s  o f   production^ and c i r c u l a t i o n ,  

e )  i n  t h e  last g y e a r s  manufacture and machinofacture  
have bade i n c u r s i o n s  i n t o  t h e  s e c t o r  i n :  w r i t i n g ,  
s e t t i n g  and p r i n t i n g ,  s e l l i n g ,  no t ab ly  as t h e  r e s u l t  of  
t h e  develonment of  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  market (ec?ucation and 
l i b r a r i e s )  and t h e  mass marketa. 

f l  t h e r e  have been e r a s  o f  s h i f t i n s  c o n t r o l ,  from t h e  
p b x h k b x ~ x b a b f h r b m h k  s u  n l i e r  o f  t h e  i nnu t  gba!jrxxx 
( n a p ~ r u s ) ,  t o  t h e  s c r i b e / p r i n t e r ,  frbxbiaBxfmb*bskmx- 
& b q x  t o  t h e  b o o k s e l l e r  (Con.jtable, I ~ n ~ m a n ) ,  and t o  
t h e  p u l ~ l i s h e r .  X ~ b ~ h S ~ b ~ b ~ ~ E i x b ~ h ~ t U C k b f r b  bfh&akvbBxpxbrlx~ 

g )  wh i l e  t h e  s t a g e s  o f  p roduc t ion  remain a t  very  d i f f e r e n t  
l e v e l s  of develonriient w i t h  a s u b s t a n t i a l  a r e a  of i n d i v i d u a l  
c r a f t  p roduc t ion ,  t h e  co-ord ina tor  w i l l  remain dominant. 
'R?is co-ord ina tor  may remain smarl  i n  terms o f  c a p i t a l  
because o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t 9  o f  subcont rac t ing .  

h)  r e c e n t l y  we have s e e n  t h e  x5xbxbfx sn read  of nach ino fac tu r  
froti~ newsnaper p roduc t ion  t o  books, and t h e  e n t r y  o f  
p u b l i s h i n g  conglomefrxrates, based m on i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  
anrl mass market nroduct ion.  l h c  l a w e  netispaner proups 
li!:e 1°C a h e t h ~ ~ f &  wi th  e x v e r i  n  f ' 6 ~ ' ~ ~ B ' ~ R ~ ~ p p r " c e s s e s  i 
xkfhx t h e  in.;  t i t u t i o n  and con$~8f~Ef? l . . a c  i n o ~ n c  u e, 
;m&vn#mlJwrsvwik?ahave exempl i f ied  t h e  t r e n d ,  and 
t h e  r e s u l t  ha s  been a concen t r a t  ' n  EX ancl c e n t r a i i s a t i o n  
of c a p i t a l .  The t o p  10 houses now account f o r  t h e  l a r g e  
m a j o r i t y  of hnolcs pub l i shed  i n  major c a p i t a l i s t  co~xn t r i e s .  

i) s m a l l e r  n u h l i s h e r s  remain hovever s e r v i n g  s p e c i a l i s e d  
n a r k e t s ,  on a m a t e r i a l  base  of access  t o  c r a f t  m r i t e r s ,  
and chean produc t ion  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  sma l l  runs. Q 

j )  t h e  s o c i a l  l i t e r n c y  of pbabrbmh~'tl3k~nr p r e - c a n i t a l i s t  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  was r e p l a c e d  by i n d i v i d u a l  
l i t e r a c y  anrl book ownershin. : o r e  r q c e n t l y  t h e r e  has  
been a t r e n d  to:.ards a c o l l e c t i v i s a t j o n  of boolc ownership, 
and a s o c i a l i s a t i o n  o f  boolc d i s c u s s i o n  both under t h e  
c o n t r o l  ?f  c a p i t a l  (development of  l i b r a r y  ~ c f l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e ) a  



k) c a n i t a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s  of n roduc t ion  axbxbk&~lhx 
sbSB%Foxb~xbx were u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  l i m i t e d  i n  bools 
product ion:  indeoendent a u t h o r s ,  de s igne r s ,  t y a e s e t t e r s ;  
~bllr5%b~brrt?~bsi;g o u b l i s h i n ~  1;ulaks i n  p r in t ing , -  
CO-ordinat ion,and c i r c u l a t i o n  l~ulalcs  i n  t h e  boolcshop. 
h e  most s t r i k i n g  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  c a p i t n l i s t  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  
a r e  t o  be  found i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
p r o d u c t i o n ( w r i t i n g  and consu.-ption t r e a d i n g  and d i s c u s s i o n )  
rihich r e f z e c t  bo th  t h e  aformeneioned divi 's ion o f  head and 
hand as a n  ins t rument  of  =bxxbxb;tx c l a s s  c o n t r o l  under  
c a n i t a l i s m ,  and t h e  concern f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l r  o f  XXFZ 
xh8h~bxx t h e  s p e c i f i c  u s e  v a l u e s  i n  t h i s  sqhe re ,  no tab ly  
i n  pe r iods  where m i n t  was t h e  d o r ~ i n a n t  medium. I n  
t h i s  s e n s e  t h e  book was l i k e  t h e  gun. ~ n k 8 r b x ~ & i t e r a c y  
:.:as l i lce arming t h e  people ,  hut  t h e  c o n t r o l  of  s o c i a l  l i t e r a c ,  
and t h e  x p a b k h % x W h f  r e s t r i c t i o n  of yEIpSLKpB 

. ,  . a c t  iv. 
l i t e r a c y  i n  cn ntemnorary c a n i t a l i s m  has meant t h a t  t h e  
pen a7d t h e  eye a r e  used  i n d i v i d u a l l y  r n t h e r  t h a n  f o r  t h e  
c o l l e c t i v e  conso l i r l a t ion  of labour.  Consc r ip t ion  - 
abandoned now f o r  t h e  armed f o r c e s  - is  preserved  f m  
i n  l i t e r a c y  on ly  f o r  c h i l d r e n  and t h e  a r i s b o c r a c y  o f  t h e  
head. C a p i t a l  must c o n t r o l  t h e  words - l i k e  t h e  b u l l e t s  - of 
t h o s e  it summons t o  e x  l abour  f o r  i t s  defense by 
c o n s t a n t l y  renewed s t r a t e g i e s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  docomaosit ion. 
'l'!~e h i s t o r y  of t h e  word is t h e  h i s t o r y  of c l a s s  s t r u g g l e .  
Thewforms talren by t h e  word - i n  o u r  c a s e  t h e  w r i t t e n  
form o f  t h e  book - themselves  s h i f t  t h e  t e r r a i n  of s t r u g g l e  , 
a f f e c t  t h e  conten t  and t h e  s t r u y g l e  over  imx%mdamxt i t s  
con t ro l .  'Thile t h e r e  is c l a s s  s t r u s g l e  over  t h e  v:ord 
i n  nre-commodity s o c i e t y ,  i n  commod~ty s o c i e t y ,  and 
more p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  c a q i t a l i s t  s ~ q ~ ~ t ; y ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ x i , x I h ] ~ b a &  
khxbxbkbwb$3mx2s ebbbkaod s t ru ,?g e  i a  B! S nrI3x~x 
bound up w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r n c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  hook 
and t h e  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  of its ~ r o d u c t : i ~ o n , m & ~  ddah~mbnCmo 
E ~ ~ ~ M ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ x ~ ~ ~ P P D w ~ I R . x I ~ x x  exchange and consunntihn. It 
is x%&in t h e s e  terms t h a t  tie must unders tand o u r  own 
practkse .  

'i'he Book a f t e r  t h e  r evo lu t ion .  

J u s t  as commodity r e l a t i o n s  con t inue  after k h  
s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n s  s o  does t h e  kbatnr ~ b ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ k x x  
boola  as a conmodity. 3 u t  we can imnedia te ly  i s o l a t e  some 
d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  mark c a p i t a b i s t  and pos t - revolu t ionary  
s o c i e t i e s  : 

a )  t h e r e  is a change i n  conten t .  Af t e r  t h o  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
China t h e ,  stnc1:s of  man57 books i n h e r i t e d  fro!:; %h Chiang 
-:ai 5;chek S reyime were dest royed.  Publ i sh ing  houses 
were encoul-aged t o  p u b l i s h  c e r t a i n  tyiles of  boolts, not 
on ly  t h o s e  afi .~i~xnxnxnrJn8mbq o f  a d i r e c t l y  : : a rx i s t -  
L e n i n i s t  lt ind, hut  a l s o  t h o s e  concerned with  p a r t i c u l n r  
rtuhjects.  I n  19.55 t h e  : z i n i s t r y  02: Cu l tu re  announced 
p r i c e  r e d u c t i o n s  afx*: on hoolts on n o l i t i c s ,  c u r r e n t  
a f f a i r s ,  and nonular  s c i ence ;  i n  1958 f i ! f ther  rednct!  ons 
on worlts of L"arxism-i.eninism , and l i t e r a t i ~ r e ,  w i t h  
nodern l i t e r a t u r e  be ing  reduced more t h a n  c l a s s i c a l  
l i t e r a t u r e .  I n  genera1  t h e r e  is  a more d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  

f c an t  n t  by the, q e n t r a l  shk% pos t - revolu t ionary  s t a t e s  
t h a n  unzer  c a m t a  i s m .  



b )  t h e r e  is  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number o f  books c i r c u l a t e d  
t o  accompany t h e  pos t - r evo lu t iona ry  l i t e r a c y  dr ives .  Thus 
i n  China t h e  nuniber of  coq ie s  X-K p r i h t e d  r o s e  t e n  f o l d  
between 1936 and 1956. (p.18) 

c )  t h e r e  i s  a tendency f o r  l onge r  r u n s  t h a n  i n  cap i t a l i sm,  
c e r t a i n l y  of p o l i t i c a l  worics. uy 1957 xbxbJEPgxx it rias 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  7  m i l l i o n  copies  of  t h e  "Th i r ty  'fears of  t h e  
Chinese Cor:munist Pan'ty" had been publ i shed  i n  China b ince  
1951. The USSR r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  eTage e d i t i o n  of a s i n g l e  
book i s  17,60C' (1969. .X. 1741, IpkS S o v i e t  'I-ok stat- 
i s t i c s  t e n d  t o  i n c l u d e  pamnhlets of  5 pages o r  more, 
as a g a i n s t  Ui\7SCO1s s t a n d a r d  of 50 pages o r  more, ) which 
is  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  AmbxbrrbxBm average e d i t i o n  i n  
t h e  GS. (c .  14,000 ?). 

d)  m l ~ l i i p l i c a t i o n  of t i t l e s .  ;.a0 ~rlanned a g a i n s t  read ing  
t o o  rnmy boolcs, and favoured r a t h e r  few boolcs i i l ~ i c h  could  
be wide ly  r ead  and t h u s  t a k e n  as a common t e s t  f o r  
u n i v e r s a l  p o l i t i c a l  r!isucssion. The Zed Boolc 
was t h e  epitome o f  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e .  '..-e do not know 
S ~ r u ~ n i i ~ a x n f ~ ~ ~ n k m ~ k e x x  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  
book i n  t Q$&& e l l e c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  USER, bu t  
lie should  t h e  f i ~ r e s  of Tab le  l,!i7hich showed t h a t  
t h e  USSR had amon: t h e  lowest  r a t e s  of  i n c r e a s e  o f  new 
t i t l e s  i n  t h e  pos t  w a r  period.  i n  China t h e r e  have been 
myrked f l u c t u a t i o n s ,  f r o n  12,153 t i t l e s  i n  1950, t o  3!1,196 

*9Bx  1956 even more i n  1959, and f i n a l l y  d e c i s i v e l y  
down by 1964 tp.18). 

e )  au thorsh ip .  3. have s e e n  l i t t l e  evidence on t h i s .  I n  
China it appears  t h a t  au tho r s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  p u b l i s h i n g  
houses ,  and a r e   aid a r o y a l t y  ( though t h i s  w a s  cu t  i n  
1 9 5 8 2 ~  a f t e r  complnints  a g a i n s t  e s c c s s i v e  r e t u r n s  f o r  
successfn!  an tho r s ) .  One n o t a b l e  no in t  is t h a t  new : f r i t e r s  
axldmxs a r e  encouraged, i n  1958 i t  w a s  l a i d  down t h a t  105 
of new t i t l e s  should  be  t h e  i r r i t i n q s  of new authors .  

f )  ptbahnBrrgxbtxh*%sbf~x n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n .  I n  China i n  
1950 t h e r e  :<as one s t a t eko~vned  house,  G j o i n t  v e - ~ t u r e s ,  
and 244 p r i v a t e  houses. z y  1954 t h e  nu::~i>cr o f  p r i v a t e  
houses w a s  down t o  97, .and by Cct:!ber 1957 t h e y  were 
complete ly  subsumed; In t h e  Ur:S3 a l l  n u b l i s h i n e  is  
s t a t e .o r ined ,  a s  i t  is i n  Yuyoslavia. 

5 )  j n d a s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  I n  China mn 1964 t h e r e  were 47 
n a t i o n a l  houses ( a g a i n s t  68 i n  1954) and 35 l o c a l  honses 
( a s  a g a i n s t  30 i n  1954). The o u t ~ ~ ~ t  r,Ias dominated 
by t h e  1ar;c houses ,  however. letr-ieen 1954 and 1957 
7  l a r ~ e  houses accounted f o r  507" of prorluction. I n  1958 
t h e  Xa t iona l  Conference f o r  ;'ornotion of t h e  Great  Leap 
170r!vard i n  " u b l i s h i n ~  'orB rtbmhnH~thx c a l l e d  f o r  an  
i n ~ n ~ n s a u h a ~ a a & x  exnansion of l o c a l  qnb l i sh ing ,  and 
as n r e s ~ i l t  t h e r e  was a rlecrease i n  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
t o p  7 ,  and an  exaansion of l o c a l  houses. l.?rnrn 1958 t o  1964 
8 of the 2P larzest houses viere l oca l .  It a  -Fears  
t h a t  pub l i sh in? ,  T, i n t i n ?  an(! r l i s t r i b u t i o n  a r e x  organised  
by zepara te  u n i t s  (from 1950). i n  t h e  U.;Si: t h e r  : was 
a  d e c i s i v e  move i n  1963 t o  K I X & X X % ~ ~ P L X  co-ordinate 
t h e s e  d i r f e r e n t  f a c e t s  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  and t o  i n c r e a s e  



t h e  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  o f  publish in^; as a  whole: 

"Since 1963 n u b l i s h i n , ~  i n  t h e  G S Z ~  has  been ~ u i d e d  by t h e  
S t a t e  Pub l i sh ing  Committee of t h e  Council  of  : ; inister-S of tlre 
U;-,- LIR,  which co-ordinates  and r l i r e c t s  t h e  work of a l l  
p ~ ~ b l i s h i n < g  houses,  n r i n t i n g  pre: lses ,  and h o o l ~ s e l l e r s ,  and 
1r.hic1i is guided by r e g u b l i c  l e v e l  nub l i sh ing  committees i n  
t h e  un ion  r e n u b l i c s  and a l s o  by re.ri.ona1 and d i s t r i b t  
rrublishing o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  r ey ions  and d i s t r i c t s . "  

Cf t h e  200-260 n u h l i s h i n g  houses i n  t h e  1J:::;Z a b o ~ ~ t  75:; 
m a r e  s a i d  t be d i r e c t l y  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  p u b l i s h i n g  
committegs , ancl 159: a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  both by t h e  
?ublj .shing committees and S- va r ious  Wr i t e r s  o r g n n i s a t i o n s  
(e.g. t h e  Academy of dc i ences ,  and t h e  Union o f  '. 'riters). 
The remaining houses a r e  branches o f  t h e  n a r t y ,  t h e  
t r n d e  unions  and v a r i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  unions. Those 
c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  and Ilenuhlic Conni tees  a r e  
r e s v o n s i b l e  f o r  c. 90:; of  a l l  b001is nrintec!. (3oheer.p. 175) 

Yugoslavian vu!,lishing is l e s s  c e n t r a l i s e d .  The nuQber 
of houses h a s  decreased  t o  50, and t h e y  c o m ~ e t e  s t r o n g l y  
w i t 1 1  each o t h e r  ( i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  c h i n a  where t h e  houses 
ue re  encourayed t o  s p e c i a l i s e ) .  

:l) l abour  process ,  and its con t ro l .  Yusoslavian houses 
a r e  managed by ~ i o r k e r s  committees c o n s i s t i n g  of r e w e s e n t a t -  
i v e s  of  a l l  wor?:ers i n  t h e  nea ' e n t e r p r i s e ' .  2~ccording t o  
a US obse rve r ,  "most succes s fu '  houses have s t r - n g  g e n e r a l  
managers who l ead  t l i e  e n t e r a r i s e  alTd d i r e c t  t h e  nc t fons  of 
t h e  workers c o ~ i ~ i t t e e  t o  a  l u r ~ e  extent ."  2 r o f i t s  a r e  
re - inves ted  o r  r e d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  p r o f i t  s l i a r i n ~  schemes o r  
used f o r  v a r i o u s  employee h n e f i t  p r o q a r n ? l e s . ( l ~ l  

-ne o t h e r  note :  i n  7 t h i o p i a  d i r e c t  workers c o n t r o l  
was i n s t i t u t e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  two o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s e d  
~ n i a ~ a h m w g x h n ~ a s m m i  n r i n t e r s  i n  1976. 

i )  book p r i ce s .  I n  q c n e r a l  t h e  tend t o  he  low, a v e r a a i n r  
?i S@ 40-5074 of t h o s e  i n  t h e  US. o  what e s t e n t  t h i s  is due 

t o  s a v i n q s  i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c o s t s  must denend on more 
d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t s  ,but  c f  below. 

j; d i s t r i b u t i o n .  xn t h e  USSR t h e r e  is a s i n r l e  book and 
pamphlet sales and d i s t r i b u t i o r ?  system Soyuzliniga, which 
d e a l s  w i k  d i r e c t l y  wi th  3CO r e g i o n a l  and l o c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
u n i t s ,  rihich i n  t u r n  s e r v i c e  15,000 shons s e l l i n g  boolrs ," p l u s  5@,000 1;iosks. l h i s  system nccounts f o r  802 of  book 
d i s t r i h u t  i on  ( 175-6). Joo'.:shops a r e  r e v o r t  ed ly  kep t  
behind t h e  coun te r  i n  most bookshops and  a r e  t h u s  
no t  open t o  i n s n e c t i o n  ( o r  p i l f e r i n y j .  Presumably 
a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  is conducted 
d i r e c t l y  w i th  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  buyers ,  s c h o o l s  aRmt 
~*EI%Y c o l l e g e s  and l i b r a r i e s .  I n  1975 t h e r e  were 
',S363 new school  tcxbool.:s , ::hich s o l d  509 m i l l i o n  
con ie s ,  o r  18:: of t h e  ou tpu t  of a:1 Sooks ancl gampblets. 
Z S ~ Z Y S ~ : ~  of  a l l  t i t l e s  nroduced i n  t h a t  year  were e i t h e r  
X&* pure  and a ~ n l i . e d  s c t e n c : ~  o r  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  anC 
were c l e a r l y  c l o s l e y  bound up wi th  education.  

In Yti;oslavia, 90: o f  bool:sales a r e  through bookshops. 



I n  China d i s t r i b u t i o n  is c e n t r a l i s e d  i n  a s i n ~ l e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  
(807; o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n w  1952) which d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  bookshops 
and schools .  The p b b l i s h i n g  houses may se l l  d i r e c t l y  i f  
t h e y  wish,  and t h e y  de te rmine  t h e  p r i n t  run. ?here  is some 
m a i l  o r d e r  c i r c ~ l l a t i o n .  'The 3 a n ~ h a i  P o s t a l  i3ookstore 
!(as s end ing  ou t  2,?CO boo:rs a clay i n  1059 (and hacl s e n t  
ou t  a t o t a l  of  2 m ~ . l l i o n  boolcs be:.ween 1955 and 1959). 
. Ihere a b ~ b f l r b x b x  were f i v e  o t h c r  mail o r d e r  u n i t s  of t h i s  
!:ind, and t h e  no in  c l i s t r i b u t o r ,  IIsin Ilua 1-hu 'i'ien e-xtended 
t h i s  by a t t a c h i n g  m a i l  o r d e r  depts .  t o  its boo:cstores i n  
28 eities. 

k) l i b r a r i e s .  It anqears  t h a t  t h e r e  is cons ide rab ly  s b ~ h i c e g x  
m & m P s t a h x i g z ~  g r e a t e r  acces s  t o  c o l l e c t i v e l y  owned 
b o k s  i n  xb~t6xbi':x p o s t  revo!.utionary c o u n t r i e s  . Tbe 
f i g u r e s  ~ b x 1 ~ s b s l b x b ~ b ~ l x i h g I ~ ~ b ~ b ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ y  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  
s i v e n  i n  t h e  t n b l ~ e  below. 

Table  3. 
1000coe l i b r a r i e s  

~ B B B C ~  of  volumes. P ~ E W ~  

Country Univ.?:::Z School  Fac to ry  Clubs T o t a l  
TU ?ovular  l i b s .  c o n t r o l  

Uii (Bid L 24,800 
GO'S) V 77 

ussn (74)  L 130,653 1 173,000 59,000* 
V 1508 26 456 1558 

China (5811 29,816 25,419 $,S04 

Source:  3 

7 

i!le mere nucber of  libraries does not  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  
r e l a t i v e  s i z e ,  a n d  u n f o r t e l y  t1.e s t a t i s t i c s  do not  
allor' s t : , i c t  comparison. 3u t  even from t h e  f i ~ u r e s  
which e x i s t  ' h e r e  a r c  a nunber of conc lus ions  t h a t  
can b e  drawn: 



a )  t h e r e  &re  more p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  i n  Suss i a ,  idith almost 
c e r t a i n l y  more volumes and pamhplets t h a n  i n  t h e  US. 

b )  l i b r a r i e s  i n  f a c t o r i e s  and r u n  by Trade Unions a r e  a 
f e a t u r e  o f  a l l  pos t - r evo lu t iona ry  xo~b.b;icmpx and Sov ie t  
t y a e  s o c i - t i e s  o f  which w e  have evidence. 

c) China is d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by t h e  number of l i b r a r i e s  r u n  
I by c l u b s  and o t h e r  forms o f  vopu la r  c o n t r o l ' .  

;he above comarise a first s e t  o f  nn t e s  about t h e  
book i n  pos t  r e v n l u t i o n a r y  and Sov ie t  t y n e  coun t r i e s .  
' h a t  needs t o  he  done is t o  c o n s i d e r  i n  rn~lch more d e t a i l :  
i )  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between head and hand i n  t h e s e  count r ies .  
i i )  t h e  r h l a t i o n s  of ~ roc luc t io r ,  w i t h i n  t h e  xbxb%iqbnrbxbahi~ 
s e c t o r  of  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  head. 
i i i )  t h e  p a r t  nlayed by t h e  ~ i i i C t e n  word i n  c o l l e c t i v e  
&GPxbtxbs&mhx discuss ion .  
i b )  forms o f  w r i t i n g ,  and t h e  n o t i o n  of au tho r sh i a .  
v )  t h e  e x t e n t  o'f ' s o c i a l  l i t e r a c y ,  and i ts  charac te r .  
v i )  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h e  wikt'ten word is c o n t r o l l e d  

by t h e  cen t ra*  organs  of t h e  p a r t y  ob  s ta te  bureaucracy,  
xbdbkbaebx as a g a i n s t  t h e  e x t e n t  of  d e c n e t r a l i s e d  c o n t r o l  
of  c o n t e n t ,  t h e  o roces s  of p roduc t ion ,  and forms o f  
s o c i a l  l i t e r a c y .  

T r z f i ~ u r a t i v e  forms. 

> ' inal ly ,  some no te s  on t h e  a r e a s  we sho111.d c o n s i d e r  i n  
l ~ u i l d i n g  pre-f i . g r a t i v e  forms; 

a) ways i n  which we can r e - u n i t e  nro:luction and consuc~pt ion  
of p r i n t ,  not  merely fo rma l ly  throuyh bool; c l u b s ,  bu tx  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  through t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  ~ u l i l i s h i n ~  by t h e  
r e a d e r s  and w r i t e r s .  ? i s c u s s i o n  Srouas ,  n l ace  of g e n e r a l  
o  g a n i s a t i o n  i n  dec id ing  p r i o r i t i e s ,  pu1)licat.f on o f  
a i d s  f o r  read ing ,  t h e  book as only  form of csbwimlsx'k 
p r i n t  - p a r t  of  a rrakkage, corresnondence by t h e  book, 
(hnolc as a l e t t e r ) .  

b )  t h e  Hawpassing of t h e  ' a u t h o r '  - torsarcls c o l l e c t i v e  
produc t ion  i n  a p e r i o d  when t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of product ion 
i n  er!ucotional  i n s t i t u t i o n s  is p u s h i n g s a ~ i t h o r s h i p (  i n t o  
e v e r  y r e a t e r  prominence. 

c )  means of rlevelo?ing s o c i a l  l i t e r a c y :  i n s i d e  e x i s t i . 7 ~ .  
c r l l e c t i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  ( t h e  s t r u y g l e  f o r  eutonorxy i q i t b l i n  
t hen ,  o r  ~bwbxb%hiherl3xbhbmx de-.ocrat  i c  c o n t r o l  of  t!iem) 
o r  bni l d i n y  new i n s t i t u t e s ,  s o c i e t i e s ,  c en t r e s .  

d&d) ways of su rgnss ing  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o.T head and hand 
~ ~ p y f i ~ ~ ~ p ~ q n ~ p ~ q ~  as a g a i n s t  c l l a n ~ i n j  r e l a t i o n s  
wit ? i n  t he  C Q , ~  .ec  l v e y  e a  narli,ed as ik is  by e m  . L... l ~ i t a ~ ~ o p r ,  o -  





Chinese Book Publication Divided by 
Subject Class, 1954-1956 

Subject Class 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 

Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and Mao 64 61 59 ' 53 159 

Religion and philosophy 44 161 176 232 218 

Social and political science 385 589 616 731 1,034 

History 204 337 421 346 366 

Economics and economic policy 868 1,249 1,846 1,031 2,118 

National defense, military affairs 15 37 44 63 86 

The state and judiciary power, 
jurisprudence 54 84 125 110 78 

Culture and education 517 644 1,222 984 1,478 

Arts 

Natural sciences 

Medicine 300 389 552 634 930 

Engineering and technology 1,156 1,671 2,380 2,736 6,152 

Agriculture and 
animal husbandry 

Reference works 

Total 6,516 9,238 13,637 12,6G6 23,333 

Source: Ch'iian liuo ts'ung shu mu, 1955-1959. 

B001is in minority and foreign langmges, juvenile literature, 
te\%books, and books for the biind have been excluded. 



Genesal Book Sales, 1963 nnd 197'2. Dollar Receipts of Publishers and Estimates 
of Numbers of Copies 

Receipts of Publirhers Numbers of Copies Sold (est) 

(MiUons) (Millions) 

1963 1972 Change (%l 1963 1972 Changs (%) 

Adult trade 
hardbound 

P a P e h d  
Juved0 

under $1 retan 
$1 and mm retail 

ReUgtous 
Professional 
Book clubs 
university pKpes 

Other 
Subtotal 
Massmarket paperbacks 3 2 +l90 - 262 - 456 +72 

Total 827 1,671 +l02 751 1.042 +38 

Sources: h e  b ~ d c  sources for the d o h  iigures are the annul statistical releases of the 
Association of Arneriun Publishers (AAP) and predecessor o ~ t i o n %  

The sources for the estimates of numbers of copies sold are: 
For 1963, the Census of hlanufacturers data are number of copies adjusted for some 

categories by average per copy return to publishers derived from the annual statistical 
rele;ists of the M P  and American Book Publirhers Council (P.BPO. 

For 1964.1971. the estimated d o h  sales in annual ABPC and AAP statistical relearaP 
divided by average return to publishersper copy. 

For 1972 in general the AAP estimates of dollar sales have been divided by theaveraga 
per copy return to publishers for each of the ategories in which the average per copy retum 
is avaikble on a sample bask For some types of books, such as profesrionnl books, other 
books, and bookclub books, average per copy seturn on a sample basis for 1972 w s  not 
available and other mugh estimating methods were used 

Ulrich's International Periodicals Di~ectory Listing of Titles 

12th edition, 196748 20,000 titles, 
approx. 

13th edition, 1969-70 35,000 titles, 
approx. 

14th edition, 1971-72 50,000 titles, 
approx. 

15th edition, 1973-74 55,000 titles, 
approx. 

16th edition, 1975-76 60,000 titltleo, 
approx. 

Notes: The flm edition of Ulrich's. published in 1932, containedebout 700 titlesand m 
h i i y  selective. A true count began only with the 12th edition 

The National Lending L i b w  in Enghd  lined 26.000 journals in 1962 BY 1968, 
current journal titles had risen to 36,000. 

0 

Books in Print, published by R.R. Bowker Company, New York, and listing 
books only (no pamphlets), all in the English language, shows the following 
approximate growth: 

Year No. of Titles 



Estimated Book Publishing Industry Sales by U.S. Census of hlanufncturers Categories @ l i o n s  of Dollars) 

Percent 

(Census Y em) CltlW From 
Categories 1963 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1971 

Adult mde  (total) 0 126 $ 188 $ 217 $ 240 $ 261 S 281 S 298 6 
hardbound 109 156 179 199 214 233 243 5 
paperbound 17 32 38 41 47 48 55 14 

Juvenile (total) 104 165 152 140 148 150 152 1 
under $ l retail 31 35 36 36 38 ' 29 24 -17 
$1 and over retail 73 130 116 104 110 121 128 6 

Rel i i u s  (total) 81 108 110 108 113 117 126 8 
Bibles, testament% 
hymmls & prayer 
books 35 51 55 47 56 56 63 13 

other religious 46 57 55 61 57 6 1 63 3 
Rofewional (total) 166 W 7  258 286 297 328 350 7 

law 58 74 81 91 90 90 94 - 4 
medidno 24 38 43 50 57 59 65 10 
businesl 15 20 22 23 25 35 41 17 
Iechnkal, scientinc 
and vocational 69 105 112 122 125 144 150 4 

Bmk clubs 143 180 204 220 248 
hkss market paperbacks 87 130 150 173 199 
University press . 18 31 34 37 39 
Elementam & secondary 

textbwks 305 42 1 444 455 479 
College textbooks 160 287 3 24 347 363 
Standardized tests 13 22 21 21 23 
Subscriprion reference 381 501 556 603 613 
Other 

Total 

Source: Extracted fm the Amc$tion of Amarian Publishefs' "1972 Induhtry StatlsW" Table 2 




