
S o c i a l i s t  Study Seminar. 

Memo 3. 

-3 1, One of t h e  points  touched on i n  t h e  previous memo but not  
developed o r  i n t eg ra t ed  i n t o  t h e  programme is t h e  ques t ion  of 
t h e  revolu t ion  i t s e l f .  l h i s  includes: a) how t h e  revolu t ion  
is made; b)  t h e  immediate ac t ions  on tak ing  over  s t a t e  power. 
On t h e  first of these ,  we have t h e  s a r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t s  of t h r e e  
African s o c i a l i s t  count r ies :  Angola, Ethiopia  and ~ozambi'que$~ 
The post-revolutionary experience i n  Mozambique is q u i t e  dLstdSfc 
From Malcdmls d8scr ip t ion  - although t h e r e  a r e  f e a t u r e s  Whieb 
do not-accord with some s o c i a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n s  (m emphasis on 
hierarchy f o r  example) - t h e r e  are many o thers  which m a k e s  
Mozambique a q u i t e  d i s t i n c t  c r e a t i v e  s o c i a l i s t  experience* 
Examples: s o c i a l i s t  democracy and t h e  form of e l e c t i o n s ;  
t h e  army st i l l  s t r u c t u r e d  as t h e  &uerxilla mmy and not a pC@f. 
standing a r m  of  r egu la r  s o l d i e r s  ; t h e  charac te r  of t h e  par%$, 
These po in ts  a l l  concern thej a t r u o t u r e  ofm power, how it is 
reproduced and t o  what end, a how it r e l a t e s  t o  classes as 
they e x i s t  i n  Mozambique. Though &n form t h e r e  a r e  many 
s i m i l a r i t i e s  between say  Mozambique and Eth iopia  - t h e  1atteP 
sees  xbplutbp t h e  formation of a p a r t y  as an urgent  t a sk ,  .it 
has ntbi~babxWb~b#x developed t h e  decent ra l i sed  pOlit icaL and 
economic i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  kebe l les ,  it has c a r r i e d  out a I 

massive land reform i n  t h e  South!and a major programme of 
n a t i o n a l i s a t  i o n  of both p r i v a t e  indus t ry  .apd fUUx urban .Land. * 
Y e t  t h e r e  could he no g r e a t e r  con t r a s t  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t ~ e Q n , '  
t h e  r u l i n g  group ( the  army) and t h e  workih$ c l a s s ,  In.Ethiop.i& ." 
t h e r e  is an a l l i e n c e  between t h e  army, echelons of  t h e  bureau%ta( 
(no* purged), and t h e  lumpen p r o l e t a r i a t ,  aga ins t  a d i s t i n c t  
strata of t h e  working c l a s s  and t h e  s o c i a l i s t  i n t e l l i g e n s i a  
(s tudents ,  some bureaucrats) .  How do we explain  t h e  c o n t r a s t  
with Mozambique, o r  t h a t  between Ahgola and Noaambique, o r  
indeed between Alger ia  and Mozambique2 

2. The first cont ras t  is  Mozambique's p r t y .  It was FRELJMO , 
which organised t h e  power of l i be ra t ion .  It w a s  an organisakf6fl 
f i l t e r e d  according t o  a commitment towards a p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e  af 
revolution.  I n  Angola on t h e  o ther  hand, t h e  t h r e e  con tendhg  
groups were forged i n  o t h e r  f i r e s ,  xhb@ms e c l e c t i c  amalgams 
of groups w i t h  var ied  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  and i n  many cases an 
incoherent pcbgbxhm~ percept ion of post-revolutionary stpategy.  ' 

They lacked t h e  c l e a r  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  of F'RELIMO, and i n  p& 
t h i s  may explain  t h e  di&ions between them. O f  course t h e r e  
were o t h e r  forces:  i m p e r i a l i s t  i n t e r e s t s  w i l l i n g  t o  pump, , 
oxygen i n t o  any withered sack tha t  could promise prefermeneg 
a d i f f e r e n t  economic and . the re fo re  soc io -po l i t i ca l  inheritenee.,, 
But whatever t h e  cause o r  r a t h e r  t h e  material b a s i s  f o r  the- 
div is ions  i n  Angola, and f o r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  l$b$ira%ic 
groups, t h e  f a c t  of t hese  divis6ons and these l i n e s  c l ea r ly '  I . 
under l ies  t h e  d i s t i n c t  developments i n  Angola which have taken 
place  a f t e r  t h e  ElPLA took p b ~ b ~ b x  s t a t e  power. 

3. In  Ethiopia ,  power w ~ s  se ized  not by any pa r ty  but by a 
mil i taryxorganisat ion f ashione American p r a c t i s e ,  sad, 
t h i s  organisat ion proceeded t o  e a sus ta ined  cmpaign 
f o r  smashing t h e  one revolut ionary p o l i t i c a l  organisat ion 
which d id  e x i s t ,  t h e  EPRP. To do s o  they had t o  organise 
new a l l i a n c e s  similar t o  those  organised by t h e  P1PLA i n  Ane;crla, 
though with different r e l a t i v e  balances, and new i n s t i t u t i o n s  
of control .  



4. It is c l e a r l y  not merely t h e  ex is tence  of a s i n g l e  
s o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  which is determining. The pa r ty  w i l l  be 
subjec t  t o  t h e  s t rugg le  of d i f f e r e n t  l i nes .  It may lack t_he - 
power t o  ga in  control .  After  a l l  t h e  EPRP w a s  without doubt 
a revolut ionary par ty  i n  t h e  sense  of m I M O ,  as, too ,  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  ways are elements of t h e  E r i t r e a n  L ibe ra t ion  Struggle  
The h i s t o r i c a l  context  of t h e  s t rugg le  - against  colonial ism 
i n  Mozambique, a g a i n s t ~ d b s x  f euda l  absolutism and neo- 
colonial ism i n  Ethiopia  - w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  anhther f ac to r .  
It w i l l  determine who a r e  t h e  princdpal  enemy fo rces ,  and 
pkmB~hEBxb& t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g t h s  of t h e  var ious  revolutionar:  
fo rces  ( l aye r s  of t h e  peasantry ,  s ec t ions  of t h e  working c l a s s ,  
bureauracy, p e t i t  bourgeoisie,  i n t e l l i g e n s i d ,  l o c a l  c a p i t a l i s t ;  
Thirdly,  t h e r e  is t h e  experience of t he  s t rugg le  i t s e l f .  
The MPLA con t ro l l ed  l i b e r a t e d  zones i n  Angola, but they  were 
t h i n l y  populated and marginal t o  t h e  main body of Angolan rurqq 
socie ty .  I n  Ethiopia t h e  armny followed t h e  path  of creeping 
revolu t ion ,  o r  revolut ionary gradualism from above. They 
held  t h e  r i n g  i n  t h e  cen t r e ,  whdle t h e  revolu t ion  w a s  made i n  
t h e  countryside by xnex~rthi8~d peasant forces,  organised 
l o c a l l y  r a t h e r  than  n a t i o n a l l y  through t h e  medium of t h e  
zemetcha s tudents .  FRELIMO on t h e  o the r  hand experienced 
e f f e c t i v e  s t a t e  power i n  t h e  l i b e r a t e d  zone - an embattled 
state power c e r t a i n l y ,  but one t h a t  had t h e  s t r e n g t h  tom 
transform r e l a t i o n s  of production i n  agr icu l ture .  The 
importance of t h i s  way of making t h e  revolu t ion  is summarised 
i n  t h e i x  remark of Machel(?) t h a t  t h e  Plrntugese defea t  came 
t o o  soon. 

5. The last l i n e  of She l lby l s  Flask of Anarchy i s h a l l  t o  t h e  
labourers  of England t o  rise aga ins t  its ancien regime: X 
"Ye a r e  many, they  are fewn. For a l l  r u l i n g  c l a s s e s  t h i s  
is t h e  problem - they are few, and t h e  ru l ed  a r e  many. But 
it is a l s o  t h e  problem f o r  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  party. The par ty ,  
c e r t a i n l y  i n i t i a l l y ,  w i l l  always be few (some feve r  than o the r s  
Their  s t r e n g t h  comes through t h e  very pcocess of f i l t e r i n g ,  
of reducing, of bo i l ing  down, nCxeagkhmrdngx Thei r  b a t t l e  is 
aga ins t  o the r  organisa t ions  of t h e  few, some of xbmx them 
i n  a l l i e n c e ,  some i n  k b  controln  of mater ia l  organisat ions  
t h e  s t a t e  apparatus,  t h e  army, companies. These organisa t  l ons have's consol idated power, r e l y i n g  not merely on members of t h e  
'few , wider populat ion who sel l  t h e i r  labour t o  
t h e s e  W with g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  commitment d o  
t h e i r  aims, and prac t i ses .  

6. For a revolut ionary p a r t y  t h e  t a s k  is: a) t o  expand t h e  
number of those  committed t o  t h e  pa r ty ' s  goal ;  b) t o  weaken 
t h e  commitmynt of t h e  workers ihxbbrbxx involved i n  t h e  
'production of power by t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  - i n d u s t r i a l  
workers, workers i n  communications industr$es,  those  holding 
t h e  b a r r e l 1  of a gun; c) s t rengthen  its own organisat ionq,  
composed of both pa r ty  members and those  sympathetic t o  t h e  
aims of t h e  revolut ion,  There is no b e t t e r  way of doing a l l  
t h r e e  than t h e  p r a c t i s e  of t h e  concrete."Truth is i n  t h e  cornre. 
The dreamers ' l a w  of value. C a p i t a l i s t  soc ie ty  is always 
s t rugg l ing  aga ins t  t h e  revolut ionary e f f e c t s  induced 
i ts  concrete  productions: it o f f e r s  d i f f e r e n t  ways of seeing;  
it encourages o ther  channel ls  f o r  dreaming, i t  discounts t h e  



claims of s o c i a l  dreams. And o f  course it can always o f fe r  
t o  some t h e  concreteness of i ts commodities. The par ty  
counters t h i s .  It o f f e r s  d i f f e r e n t  ways of seeing. 
It gives confidence t o  s o c i a l  dreamers, and by discuss ing 
dreams col lect t ively ,  changes them. It f i g h t s  a g a i m t  
t h e  parochialism of t h e  concrete ,  thd tyranny of t h e  immediate, 
and asks t h e  ru l ed  t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  claims. And what more force- -- - - 
f u l  and immediate way t h a n  working from t h e  base,  chi~Wing 
s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  as one bu i lds ,  wi thin  t h e  par ty ,  wi th in  t h e  
s o c i a l i s t  pre-f igurat ive  forms, wi th in  t h e  autonomous zones 
from which t h e  d i r e c t  tyranny of c a p i t a l  has been expelled. 
nere is revolut ionary gradualism from t h e  base. The c r e a t i o n  
of an i d e n t i t y  and a s o c i a l  u n i t y  in s  prac t i se .  

7 .  I f  we draw a d i s t i n c t i o n  then between t h e  professed aims 
and pos i t i ons  of a pa r ty ,  and the  charac te r  of t h e  s o c i a l  
r e l a t i o n s  which they h a v e b u i l t  wi th in  t h e i r x  zones of autonomy 
(beginning with  t h e  p a r t y  i t s e l f ,  i t s  processes,of ' n t e l l e c t u a l ,  
p o l i t i c a l ,  and o rgan i sa t iona l  product i o n  - t h i & ? ? ~ k f f $ p ~  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s  of p o l i t i c a l  machinofacture i t h i n  t h e  mass s o c i a l  
#emocratic p a r t i e s  of Western Europe ) )kh en t h e  experience of 
t h e  p a r t y  ( o r  t h e  xWh~&xgx new holders of power) before  they 
t ake  s tate  power is cen t r a l .  The more conscious t h a t  experience, 
t h e  g r e a t e r  i ts 'pre-revolutionary'  concrete  achievements, 
t h e  l a r g e r  i ts  autonomous zones, t h e  longer its growth, t hen  
t h e  f i rmer  w i l l  be its r o o t s  when s t a t e  power is seized. 

8. For t h e  s e i z u r e  of s tate power marks a discontinuobty. It 
f i r s t l y  s i g n a l s  a d r a s t i c  r e t r e a t  of c a p i t a l  from a $eogrphhcal 
zone, i.e. a l o s s  of power by t h e  enemy. Secondly, it marks 
an iqjggF e i n  power f o r  t h e  party/group. This power cotyes 
from th ings :  a) t h e  change i n  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  v i s  a v i s  
t h e  main enemy as mentioned above; b)  claims on resources f a r  
wider than  before ,  through t h e  con t ro l  of t h e  systems of s t a t e  
levies ;  c )  t h e  discontinuous s t rengthening of con t ro l  over *he 
armed fo rce  of socie ty .  Cap i t a l  w i l l  attempt t o  regroup: 
sometimes it r e t r e a t s  t o  a region,  ( t h e  Ethiopian r eac t iona r i e s -  
t h e  UDA - t r i e d  t o  eSSablish bases ,  zones of autonomy, of t h e i r  
own i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  more conservat ive  arts of North West 
Ethiopia , )  o r  supports  insurgents  (UNITA? P o r  coup makers(cuba1. 
Sometimes it w i l l  support neighbouring s t a t e s  i n  b a t t l e  with 
t h e  new s o c i a l i s t  country. Sometimes it onts  f o r  a compromise: 
t he  y i e ld ing  of s t a t e  power, f o r  a consol idat ion of economic 
power (JM/~ngola). O r  it may exerc i se  its power which can be 
cont ro l led  from outs ide  t h e  t e r r i t o r y :  t r a d e  m m s b x  embargbes, 
fo re ign  seizures .  A l l  t h e s e  responses by c a p i t a l  a r e  =EX 
even more g raph ica l ly  exhib i ted  i n  A s i a :  r e t r e a t s  from t h e  
North t o  t h e  South i n  Korea and Vietnam, ike  t h e  B r i t i s h  ' f i n  I r e l and  &a following a contrary  compass , t h e  bu i ld  up 
of a r i v a l  s t a t e  i n  Taiwan t o  maintain a presence, t o  exh ib i t  
c e p i t a l ,  t o  r e l a y  t h e  c h a t t e r i n g  of cheap cornmoditiea t o  t h e  
many i n  China. But i n  s p i t e  of a l l  these  ktrategems, t he  
capture  of t h e  power of t h e  s t a t e  never theless  g r e a t l y  increases  
the  range of t h e  zones of autonomy. 

9. A t  t h e  same time t h e r e  a r e  two consequences: f i r s t  t h e  
increase  i n  power simultaneously increases  t h e  abso lu te  power 
of t h e  groups who a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  cont ro l  of t h e  party/group. 
They may use  s t a t e  poweb, t h e  power of levy of money and 

t p c  r d i n  ~ ~ & ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ ~ c € ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ & o ~ a ~ ~ t ~ i t i ~ n 8 ~ e f f ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ % ~ E ~ J t  s 8eslrg.J0 



Second, t h e  d iscont inuous  i nc rea se  i n  t h e  zones of autonomy, 
c r e a t e s  its own con t rad ic t ions .  The r evo lu t i on  i n  r e l a t i o n s  
of product ion has t o  be  produced. It r equ i r e s  labour ,  a 
labour  t h a t  is d i r e c t e d ,  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  concre te ,  creative, 
formidable.  And t h e  p a r t y  may not  have developed s u f f i c i e n t  
r e s w o i r s  of such  ihllf. labour  t o  i r r i g a t e  t h e  r e v ~ l u t i o , , ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
What then? On t h e  one hand ex t r apo la t i ons  of r e l a t i v e  pow r / .  
consequent on t h e  s e i z u r e  of state power - t h i n k  only  ofkrr P X~imbabwe a t a t h e  moment.xOn t h e  o the r ,  u n f i l t e r e d  labour  
gathered i n t o  t h e  r evo lu t i ona ry  l ev i a thon  and p rov id ingP!?&%& 
f o r  changes i n  t h e  p a r t y t s  g e n e r a l  d i r ec t i on .  

10. What o t h e r  con t r ad i c t i ons?  'h& One c l e a r  one is a 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  of tasks .  ne f i g h t i n g  of a w a r ,  a l i b e r a t i o n  
s t r u g g l e  before  t h e  r evo lu t i on ,  a defense of t h e  r evo lu t i on  
a f te rwards  demands armed f o r c e s  organised f o r  b a t t l e .  
When t h i s  1s a l l  consuming and t h e  predominant t a s k  of t h e  
p a r t y ,  how t o  ensure  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of  product ion 
i n  m i l i t a r y  labour ,  do not  hegaminise t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i  
i o n  i n  a l l  o t h e r  labour p rocesses ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, 
ideo log ica l .  Cap i t a l  i n  depar t ing ,  leaves its mark d i a l e c t i c a l  
behind. It stamps its s e a l  on t h e  s e t t i n g  wax of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
AlgeriaQ If s o ,  t hen  t h e  o rgan i sa t i on  of  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  
f o r c e s  becomes one of  t h e  c r u c i a l  r o o t s  of  t h e  revolut ion.  
How can we cons ra s t  them: not  j u s t  E th iop i a  and h e r  s t and ing  
army with  c a p i t a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s  of f o r c e ,  as aga ins t  Frelimo. 
But how does Frelimo compare wi th  XMXXXX t h e  W L A ,  Unita 
t h e  Zimbabwean l i b e r a t i o n  f o r c e s  ,Vietnam, China, t h e  IRA? 

11. To t h e  debate on t h e  p a r t y ,  we add t h e  debate on t h e  army, 
s i n c e  it may determine t h e  outcome of t h e  pa&pc* $:bate on t h e .  
party.  And w e  can expand t h i s :  how do d i f f e r e n e ~ d r  h i a d  7 T "S t h e  p a r t y  ( t he  c e n t r a l  p o l i t i c a l  labour  process  f i t  t h e  
m,ny post  r evo lu t i ona ry  t a sks2  Do we dare  &I c l a s s i f y  
t h e s e  t a s k s  i n  terms of manufacture, machinofacture,  and 
sys temofacture ,  of process ing as a g a i n s t  assembly, of 
f low l i n e  pc.mtu- as a g a i n s t  ba tch  production. kjhat 
labour  processes-otihside t hose  narrowly economic - is t h e  
r evo lu t i ona ry  p a r t y  c a l l e d  upon t o  perform? 

12. There is one view t h a t  s e e s  t h e  t a s k s  determining t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  p a r t y  and t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of  s t a t e  power. 
Thus f o r  example it is argued t h a t  t h e  a g r a r i a n  problem i n  
Russia,  t h e  need t o  r e v o l u t i o n i s e  p roduc t iv i t y  and e x t r a c t  
su rp lu s  p rod r~c t  f o r  t h e  towns, n e c e s s a r i l y  implied a S t a l i n .  
On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e r e  is a view which s e e s  t h e  p a r t y  as 
r e l a t i v e l y  autonomous, as master  of its own des t i ny ,  t h e  
sub j ec t  of c o l l e c t i v e  w i l l .  Much of t h e  T ro t sky i s t  work 
on S t a l i n i sm and on Maoism s t r i k e s  me as running i n  t h i s  
vein. The c o l l e c t i v e  d i s cus s ion  we had on Maitan 's  book 
on t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion r a i s e d  a number of ins tances  where 
t h a t  au thor  (and Fred H. i n  h i s  review) held  up a somewhat 
Utopian view of p r o l e t a r i a n  democracy t o  con t r a s t  wi th  t h e  
p rack i ses  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolution. Now t h e  p a i n t  is  not  t o  
suspend a l l  judgement and imaginat ion of a l t e r n a t i v e  ways, but 
r a t h e r  t o  approach t h i s  i s s u e  of power and t h e  p a r t y  wi th  a 
m a t e r i a l i s t  a n a l y s i s  be fo re  we launch i n t o  t h e  optimism of t h e  
w i l l .  



13. The exper ience  of  t h e  p a r t y  (and t h e  s o c i e t y )  before  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  must c o n s t i t u t e  one p a r t  of such analysis.Amongst 
o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  i t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  throw l i g h t  on t h e  debates 
among ourse lves  about t h e  na ture  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  movement - 
t h a t  we should  be t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  i n  t h e  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  
countr ies .  A confined,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  vanguard p a r t y  whose 
po in t  of r e f e r ence  is predominantly t h s  revo lu t ionary  moment 
t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  exclus ion of what comes before  and a f t e r ,  
a l r eady  looks somewhat d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h i s  l i g h t .  So 
s o c i a l  democracy. kt -&@a F e  i s s u e  becomes no 
one of reform o r  r evo lu t i on ,  but what kind of revo lu t ion ,  
and how t o  prepare  f o r  it. What would c o n s t i t u t e  a po l i cy  of 
developing autonomous zones i n  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  coun t r i e s ,  
and indeed i n  d i f f e r e n t  t h i r d  world countr ies .  (Cons& he re  
t h e  exper ience  of t h e  communalis i n  Mexico which vereYFLly  
t h i s ,  zones of p r o l e t a r i a n  autonomy, shan ty  towns, wi th  t h e i r  
own l a w s ,  c o u r t s ,  p o l i c e ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  schools ,  h e a l t h  p rov is ions  
a l l  c r e a t e d  aga ins t  t h e  g r a i n  of c a p i t a l  (no more evident  than  
i n  t h e i r  e x p l i c i t  cha l lenge  t o  &Ira sexism),  cons t an t ly  s u b j e c t  
t o  e ros ion  by t h e  Mexican s t a t e ,  bu t  contestbng,  and counter ing 
wi th  c la ims f o r  f u r t h e r  assa r t ingq .  O r  i n  Europe, t h e  s t r a t e g y  
o f  p a r t s  of  t h e  l e f t  i n  ~ o r t u g a q o f  c r e a t i n g  zones of p r o l e t a r i a ]  
autonomy - i n  t h e  coun t ry s ide , i n  peasants  co-operat ives,  
wi th  l i kewi se  claims t o  khw adminis ter  t h e i r  own 
popular  just icem, t h e i r  own product ive  labour  processes ,  and 
s o  on.) 

14. This  t hen  is one p o i n t  t o  make i n  response t o  ' vo lun t a r i s t i c  
t h e s e s  on t h e  KS%EXS& SUW~ICR@XX experience of r evo lu t i ona ry  
p a r t i e s  after t h e  revo lu t ion .  It is not  t o  deny t h a t  p a r t i e s  
can,we hope make t h e i r  own h i s t o r y ,  but r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  
t hey  make w i l l  be determined i n  p a r t  be fore  and not  j u s t  a t  
and a f t e r  t h e  revo lu t ion .  The s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  p a r t y  before  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  its s t r a t e g i e s ,  i ts i n t e r n a l  r r u r ~ h g b x b k k  
s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  w i l l  s e t  i n  t r a i n  g r e a t  t i d e s  whose f o r c e  
w i l l  become r e a l ,  p a r t  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  $Hgtg base  t h a t  suppor t s  
( o r  cons t ra ins '  pkmbibubm t h e  development of t h e  p r o j e c t  
a f t e r  t h e  revolut ion.  

15. Secondly, w e  shoul89$i?ce more%he t e n s i o n  between t a s k  
and o rgan i sa t i on  which is absent  i n  t h m m m k n s i x  both po les  
of t h e  voluntarism/determinism debate. %b:blrbfBPb1~bxb~bxlse9 
~ h ~ v ~ s l r ~ x r r t t ~ ~ ~ & c ~ ~ 1 ~ t r a v B ~ ~ I c u ~ ~ ~ ~ 6 ~ g % a x  The former 
s epa ra t e s  t h e  ques t ion of o rgan i sa t i on  from t h e  post-revolution- 
a r y  t a s k  (though not of course from t h e  . . .  F task3 
of making t h e  r evo lu t i on  i n  t h e  f irst  place.) The l a t t e r  
de r ives  t h e  form of o rgan i sa t i on  from t h e  task. 1Je could 
in t roduce  a t h i r d  s t r a n d  of s o c i a l i s t  th ink ing  and p r a c t i s e  
which t r i e s  t o  der ive  t h e  t a s k  f b ~ b f r h ~ b x  from t h e  nature  of 
t h e  o rgan isa t ion .  A l l  reduce an i r r educ ib l e .  The r e l a t i o n  
of t a s k  and o rgan i sa t i on  is con t r ad i c to ry ,  and if not  
recognised as such, both w i l l  s u f f e r .  

16. AS far as making t h e  r evo lu t i ona ry  moment and s e i z i n g  t h e  
power of t h e  s t a t e  is concerned, t h e  arguments ~ 6 x t k ~ b l r ~ F P z c  
around democratic cen t ra l i s*  have been focussed on t h i s  
con t rad ic t ion .  How does one haae a u n i f i e d  s t r i k i n g  a r m ,  
at t h e  same t ime as a p a r t y  democracyf Democratic cen t ra l i sm 
is one aaawer. But whatever o u r  viewa on it as an answEr t o  



t h a t  ques t ion ,  t h e r e  is sti l l  t h e  i s s u e  of  whether it is 
t h e  b e s t  o rgan i sa t i ona l  response t o  t h e  long per iods  preceding 
and succeeding t h e  revolut ion.  This  is far more problematic  
and is recognised as such wi th in  t h e  democratic c e n t r d i s t  
groups i n  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  countr ies .  s e e  t h e  i n t e r e a t i n g  6 exchange between Richard Ku er and Chr is  a r m a n  i n  a recen t  
i s s u e  of S o c i a l i s t  Review. Earmanvs response t o  Kuperts  
opening out  of  t h e  problem im contemporary B r i t a i n ,  w a s  t o  
r e - i t e r a t e  t h e  co r r ec tnes s  of k b x  democratic cen t r a l i sm  f o r  
t h e  moment of revolut ion.  He d id  not  consider  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h e  t a s k s  before  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  and afterwards minht be - ~ 

such a b x i ~ ~ b x  t h a t  a d o c r a t i c a l l y  c e n t r a l i s e d  vanguar i  
o rgan isa t  i o n  would be !! nappropr ia te  form. ) 

17. The c u l t u r a l  revolut$on w a s  a monumental at tempt t o  
re -asse r t  t h e  p a r t y  as t h e  s u b j e c t  of h i s t o r y  after t h e  revol-  
u t i o n  aga ins t  t h e  f o r c e s  thrown up by t h e  t a s k s  - notably  
i n  t h e  army and bureaucracy. It recoggnised t h e  con t r ad i c t i on ,  
and a r t i c u l a t e d  i t  ( d i d  it not )  from t h e  i nd iv idua l  ( t h e  
smdcx two roads  contend wi th in  a l l  of  u s )  t o  c l a s s , t o  t h e  whole 
of  China and beyond, It at tempted t o  shake h i s t o r y  by t h e  
scruff of  t h e  heck. What I would l i k e  t o  understand is Mao's 
m a t e r i a l i s t  a n a l y s i s  of what made c a p i t a l i s t  roadism, what w a s  
it  source,  S ince  e m p i r i c a l l y  p a r t  of t h a t  source  seemed t o  
be t h e  n a t u r e  of i bbnbg tm6xUx  some of t h e  orgahisa tdons  
at t h e  h e a r t  of  Chinese power - t h e  armed f o r c e s ,  and 
admin i s t r a t i on  both of p a r t y  and of s t a t e  - a materialist 
understanding might suggest  ways i n  which t h e  con t r ad i c t i on  
between t a s k  and o rgan i sa t i on  could be surpassed i n  a manner 
which weakened t h e  t endenc ies  of c a p i t a l i s t  roadism. 

18. The above has been concerned wi th  t h e  theme - suggested 
by Malcodlm and O l i v e r t s  c o n t r a s t  of  Angola and Mozambj+&e - 
t h a t  t h e  r evo lu t i ona ry  t r e e ,  i ts cha rac t e r  and spaces  of 
p o t e n t i a l  development, must at l e a s t  i n  p a r t h  be understood 
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  eed gnd i ts growth before  it breaks 
through t h e  e a r t I i 1 ' & ' ~ % e ~ z i n g  & s t a t e  power.The point  - 

bable  i n  t h e  case  of t h e s e  two count r ies  - is not  meant P J . .  t o  ""the r e a l  openness k b x b x ~ x t u l : t , a b x b ~ b ~  of  t h e  
immediate $ y pos t  revo lu t ionary  period. I n  s p i t e  of t h e  
o r i g i n s  of t h e  E t h i l p i a n  r evo lu t i on ,  t h e  c r e a t i v e  a c t s  and 
s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  last f o u r  yea r s  i n  t h a t  country defy  reduct ion,  
Rather  t h e  dsdcaassion has  sought t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e  i s s u e  - t h e  
i s s u e  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  r evo lu t i on ,  and p&ilixb*bx&g of  
t h e  r evo lu t i ona ry  par ty ,  as being one p a r t  of t h e  ma te r i a l  
b a s i s  of t h e  pos t  r evo lu t i ona ry  per iod  i t s e l f .  If we insist 
t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t  i o n  of " s o c i a l i s t  development s t r a t e g y "  is a 
mat ter  of p o l i t i c s  r a t h e r  t han  po l i cy ,  t hen  t h i s  d i scuss ion  
merely sugges t s  t h a t  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  starts before  t h e  r evo lu t i on  
and not  j u s t  afterwards. I n  say ing  t h i s  - and i f  t h e  gene ra l  
po in t  does hold t o  any degree - t h e n  it a l s o  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  
mat te r  most a f f e c t i n g  u s ,  viz .  t h e  o rgan i sa t i on  and d i r e c t i o n  
of our own p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i s e  i n  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  
countr ies .  SY once remarked t h a t  t h e  t a s k  of s o c i a l i s t  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  began i n  ea rnes t  a f t e r  t h e  revolut ion.  It 
w a s  a  remark aimed a g a i n s t  t h e  revo lu t ionary  moment i t s e l f  as 
terminus a d  quem; o r  should  we s a y  t h e  s e i z u r e  of s t a t e  power, 
s i n c e  t h a t  pu t s  it i n  perspect ive .  I I i s  p r a c t i s e  - indeed a l l  
of ours  - has been groping towards a similar perspec t ive  on 
t h a t  moment (we have perha  S l o s t  s i  h t  of it at t imes) ,  and 
has been an  at tempt t o  buiyd zones of  autonomy The l i n k  

&G -p /crc rr in. 



between t h e  before  and a f t e r  makes more s p e c i f i c  what has 
upto now been a general  prex-supposition, about t h e  r e l a t i o n  
of form and t a s k  i n  t h e  long revolution.  - - 
19. The second genera l  issuexadm not covered i n  e a r l i e r  
ou t l ines  of t h e  programme is t h e  immediate period a f t e r  t h e  
s e i z u r e  of s t a t e  power. Here we may d i s t ingu i sh  two things:  
f i r s t  t h e  cont inuat ion of t h e  w a r  aga ins t  c a p i t a l  which 
almost un ive r sa l ly  cha rac te r i se s  t h e  revolut ionary period, 
and second, t h e  quest ion of immediate i n t e r n a l  res& 
On t h e  f i r s t ,  t h e  w a r  as m i l i t a r y  contes t  
continue. I n  Russia, t h e r e  w a s  t h e  per iod of w a r  communisrp. 
I n  Angola t h e  s t rugg le  aga ins t  r i v a l  l i b e r a t i o n  roups backed 5 by sectdons of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  continues. n  Ethiopia,  
t h e  f i g h t i n g  is aga ins t  a whole range of armed movements - 
t h e  EPRP (an urban g u e r r i l a  s t r u g g l e  ve ry  l a rge ly ) ,  t h e  EDU 
as the  focus f o r  r eac t iona ry  f i g h t i n g ,  Somalia (how f o r t u i t o u s l y  
and m E r i t r e a .  The Vietnamese had t o  f i g h t  on twenty years  
a f t e r  t h e  defea t  of t h e  French, and t h e  reg iona l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  
of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  opposi t ion i n  t h e  59 th .  Mozambique and Cuba 
on t h e  o t h e r  hand, though they had& i r g a n i s e  f o r  ex te rna l  
invasion from c a p i t h l ,  m were/are not involved i n  an a l l  
dominat ing  m i l i t a r y  Fr4i!@ i g n  t o  preserve t h e i r  con t ro l  on state 
power. It remains g kbgb$bawnevertheless t h a t  new 
s o c i a l i s t  regimes, born from armed s t rugg le ,  have t o  continue 
it i n  t h e  immediate post  revolut ionary period, and t h i s  poses 
questions of supply of f i g h t e r s ,  t h e i r  subsis tence,  and 
m i l i t a r y  equipment and materials .  How f a r  has t h e  se i zu re  of 
state pow r changed t e way i n  which t h e  armed fo rces  a r e  
organised? How f a r  @the common change i n  t h e  nature  of t he  
s t rugglex ,aga ins t  an e x t e r n a l  enemy ax and/or a p a r t i c u l a r  
region,  l ead  t o  changes i n  m i l i t a r y  requ3rernents, and t h e  
charac te r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  labour process, How far  does t h e  
t h e  s e i z u r e  of s t a t e  power mean t h a t  o the r  count r ies ,  p a r t i c u l a r  
s o c i a l i s t  count r ies  as they  a c t p a l l y  e x i s t ,  a r e  more w i l l i n g  
t o  fund t h e  s t rugg le ,  at t h e  same time as export ing t h e i r  
own c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  military labour processes along with the  
hardware and t h e  advisers?  How d i d  t h e  Bolsheviks organise 
t h e i r  army atgainst t h e  white Russian forces?  How d i f f e r e n t  
were r e l a t i o n s  wi thin  t h a t  a r m y  t o  those  $hat had charac te r i sed  
t h e  T s a r i s t  armies of t h e  f i r s t  world w a r .  N o t e t h e  r e s i s t ansce  
of t h e  Ethiopian army t o  succumb t o  Soviet/Cuban advisers  and 
re-organisationmac i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f i e l d .  

20. Quite apa r t  from m i l i t a r y  campaigns, c a p i t a l  w i l l  respond 
economical1y:the rapad run down of l i q u i d  a s s e t s ;  ex te rna l  
i n t e r rup t ions  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c i r c u i t s  of c a p i t a l  t h a t  
touch t h e  revolut ionary economic space; including t r a d e  embargoe 
t h e  cut  down on c r e d i t  and a i d ,  t h e  s e i z u r e  of monetary 
reserves ,  o r  of overseas a s s e t s  holdings by t h e  revolut ionary 
regime. A very c l e a r  example of economic warfare of t h i s  type 
was conducted by France against  Guinea from 1958 onwards. 
?he most immediate ac t ions  by France were t h e  fb~bxbngxnf 
withdrawal of key technic ians  who had been operat ing under 
French technichal  a s s i a t ance ,  t h e  c u t t i n g  of a i d ,  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o  
on trade.  A t  some point  t h e  Guinean reserves  i n  French banks 
were embargoed, k i n e a  l e f t  t h e  Franc Zone, and only t h e  French 
aluminium concern Pechinea Uaine. continued business as usua 1 - - 

with t h e  consent of t h e i r  home, ove rwen t  bec use of t h e  Frgnch dependence on its products,  i.Ee point  adout t he  French a c t i o n  



is t h a t  it was i n i t i a t e d  not  by any Guinean government 
app rop r i a t i ons ,  but  i n  response  t f0j8(. g i n e a n  v o t e  f o r  
independence. If %inea  wished f  r nh ndence s a i d  de Gaulle  
t h e n  she  would have p o l i t i c a l  independence and economic depend- 

t . " --bMha.ta v m -  ence as well.. - 
-evld§xx 

B l h u b X ~ b ~ b i h f b 1 t b ~ ~ b f b x b 6 2 ~ ~ B A b ~ ~ b x ~ x ~ B ~ b ~ b x b k b x B m ~  
m--wdex c i e 21. I n  such a ( t h e  Cuban embargo w a s  another  example) 
one of t h e  major concerns of  t h e  r evo lu t i ona ry  government 
w i l l  be t o  n e u t r a l i s e  t h e s e  coun te r th rus t s ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  
, f i n a n c i a l  haemorrage, and t o  maintain production of both  
n e c e s s i t i e s  and m i l i t a r y  ma te r i a l s  ( o r  t h e  exchange t o  buy t h e  
m i l i t a r y  ma te r i a l s )  s o  t h a t  both t h e  s o c i e t y  and t h e  regime 
can continue. The immediate c o n t r o l s  over t h e  movement of  
c a p i t a l  and labour  a r e  geared t o  t h i s  end, but t h i s  w i l l  do 
nothing t o  remedy t h e  e f f e c t s  of  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  of inf lows 
of f inance  and necessary  use  va lues  - s p a r e  p a r t s  notably  - 
which c h a r a c t e r i s e s  such s i t u a t i o n s  (Allende 's  Chi le  was h i t  
by both of these) .  

22. The l i n e  between khxkim both t h e  military XbfrIuzBnrx and 
economicx attacks of c a p i t a l  and t h e  revo lu t ionary  response 
on t h e  one hand, and t h e  immediate t a s k s  of i n t e r n a l  
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  on t h e  o t h e r  may at  t imes  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  draw. 
I n  some case s  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  h o s t i l i t y  w i l l  

a1 r e s t r u c t u r i n g .  A c a s e  of t h i s  
is t h e  
be rela&& 

m 56 f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c a p i t a l  w i l l x  i n  gene ra l  be  much more s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h i s  t han  
t h e  expropr ia t ion  of an  indigenous c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s  (whether 
t h i s  c l a s s  be i n  fact n a t i v e  t o  t h e  country  o r  composed of 
@aedgn immigrants). China I understand l e f t  t h e  exp rop r i a t i on  
of f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l  f o r  a year  o r  two, and then  e f f e c t i v e l y  
f r o z e  them out  through t h e  use  of s t a t e  purchasing power. 
Chi le  went s t r a i g h t  i n t o  copper expropr ia t ion ,  and i n  some 
ways could be  s a i d  t o  have t r o d  on a scorp ian  ' p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s i n c e  t h e r e  appears t o  have been no s i g n i f i c a n t  change i n  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of product ion at t h e  copper mines, and indeed 
t h e  government found i t s e l f  f i n a l l y  opposed t o  t h e  copper 
workers). E th iop ia  has t aken  a mid way course. " a t i o n a l i s i n g  
fo re ign  c a p i t a l ,  and delaying d i s cus s ion  of compensation 
s o  it is not clear t o  t h e  O a p i t a l i s t s  o r  t h s ' r  home government 
whether t h e y  f a c e  a n  a c t  of n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  h expropr ia t ion .  
The n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  allowed Ehe Eth iop ian  government t h e  
oppor tuni ty  of c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  companies - a c o n t r o l  t hey  
took up i n  @he e a s e  of t h e  firms owned by fo re ign  ' indigenous '  
c a p i t a l i s t s ,  and some of t h e  smal le r  fo r e ign  firms. ' h e  
change of c o n t r o l  had an  immediate consequence p o l i t i c a l l y  
i n  terms of onpest ihn f o r c e s  being weakened, and l e f t  t h e  way 
open f o r  a r e s t r u c t u r i n g  l&da of- both t h e  t echn icha l  and 
s o c i a l  s i d e  t h e  product ion process (establ ishment of co-operat- 
i on  ba the r  t han  compet i t ion  between formerly ~ i v a l  p l a n t s ,  
f r e e  exchange ofxinformation,  planned co-ordinat ion of 
production and expansion, p lu s  i n  four  o r  f i v e  p l a n t s  a per iod  
of workers control . )  The s t r a t e g y  and experience of na t iona l -  
i s i n g  l a r g e  s c a l e  c a p i t a l i s t  i ndus t ry  should be t h e  s u b j e c t  of 
a s e p a r a t e  paper which can be d iscussed i n  a working group at 
t h e  seminar. 



23. What o t h e r  t h i m g s  have been immediately implemented 
i n  revolutions.In Eth iopia  t h e r e  were t h e  following: 

- land t o  t h e  t i l l e r ;  t h e  abol ishing of landlordism, and 
r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  those  who worked t h e  land. - t he  estabhishnent of organs of peasant power, economic- 
and po l i t i ca l , (Peasan t  ~ s s o c i a t i o n s ) .  These c a r r i e d  through 
t h e  land reform, and many were eventua l ly  armed(one of t h e  
key i s s u e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  period).  But they a l s o  organised 
producer co-operatives on t h e  land i tself.  - n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  of urban land,  and conf i sca t ion  of second 
houses. - t h e  e$tabbishment of kebe l les  i n  t h e  c i t i e s ,  each with an 
average of say  500 houses, funded through r en t ing  out t h e  
second houses wi th in  t h e i r  a rea ,  f inancing se l f -bu i ld  
housing f o r  t h e  homeless, encouraging co-operative 
production of c r a f t s  by women, ac t ing  as a medium of 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of food, p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  those items i n  
s h o r t  suppky plus t h e  l o c a l l y  produced c ra f t s ,  p lus  X . . w i t h  t h e i r  self-f inanced armed gaards,  they 
played a c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  revolu t iona ty  government's 
attempt t o  reduce t h e  EPRP. - t h e  n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  of t h e  t o p  150 manufacturing f i rms,  
t h e  banks and insurance companies, and t h e  major planta t ions .  - t h e  n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  of t h e  commercial farms which were 
transformed i n t o  s t a t e  c a p i t a l i s t  farms. - a massive programme of school bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  countryside. - a reform of t h e  currency. 

X 
I n  t h i s  case ,  o ther  than t h e  expropr ia t ion of l oc  
which w a s  i n  any case very jejeune,  t h e  main clas !'~E!!WS 
been on m i l i t a n t  members of t h e  labour movement, and t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  i n t e l l i g e n s i a .  There has not been a d i r e c t  d r ive  
against  t h e  p e t i t  bourgeoisie,  o r  l a r g e  fore ign  c a p i t a l  
(most of t h e  l a rge  companies s t i l l  operate  t h e  f i rms under 
~ ~ b ~ h k b ~ b p 1 b ~ ~ b x  more o r  l e s s  formal management contracts) .  
There has been an attempt t o  mobil ise t h e  lumpen p r o l e t a r i a t  
and elements of t h e  bureaucracy. I n  t h e  countryside t h e n  
dec is ive  c l a s s  dr ive  has been t o  e r a d i c a t e  feudalism, and t h i s  
has had its echoes i n  t h e  towns. (I'm not c l e a r  what has 
hanpened t o  t h e  extensive church lands. I remember being t o l d  
of an assue within  t h e  Economic Committee as t o  bishop's 
pay. The more m i l i t a n t  d i rgue members and t h e  adminis t ra t ion 
urging a c u t ,  and t h e  r i g h t  wing seeking t o  maintain it under 
a disguised heading. Judging By t h e  aggressive and uns t in t ing  
d r ive  aga ins t  feudalism, I would expect t he  church t o  have 
been reduced). The o v e r a l l  s t r a t e g y  has been t o  ca r ry  
through a na t iona l  democratic revolu t ion ,  before t h e  s o c i a l i s t  
revolu t ion ,  and was insp i r ed  very much by t h e  experience of 
China. 

24. What we need f o r  t h e  seminar is a chronicl ing of t hese  
immediately post-revolutionary experience, bringing out t h e  
s t r a t e g i c  t h r u s t  of t h & ~  ac t ion ,  t h e  extent  t o  which 
transformation of soc ia l  r e l a t i o n s  both i n t e r n a l l y  and i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  imaerialism can immediately r e l ease  energy,& 
increase  product iv i ty ,  and maintain surp lus  product f o r  local  
accumulation ( I am th ink ing  of t h e  immediate stopping of 
imper i a l i s t  t r i b u t e  i n  t h e  form of debt renavments. t h e  . - 
o u t f l o  of d ivide ds andgee f e e s  he o r e c t i  gl; o~ ?$p) manipuEated t r ansye r  prxces, t h e  84rcufaFlon o p 4  



among fo rmer l l y  p r i v a t e  competing f i rms ,  t h e  use  of su rp lu s  
capac i ty  i n  manufacturing t o  provide subs i s t ence  goods (cf .  
Chtile), t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  of xm&x ground r e n t  and its 
s o c i a l  app rop r i a t i on  f o r  product ive  purposes,  t h g  disbanding 
of  c e r t a i n  s t r a t a  of unproductive labour  and t h e y  t r a n s f e r '  
t oge the r  wi th  t h e  unemployed t o  p8xbibxbasx necessary s o c i a l  
p ro j ec t s ) .  Many o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  done wi th  
t h e  s t r b k e  of a pen. They r e f l e c t  t h e  change i n  s t a t e  power, 
and t h e  d iscont inuous  reduc t ion  i n  t h e  power of p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l  
ist property.  We can c o n t r a s t  thes*ost revo lu t ionary  s i t u a t i o n ,  
wi th  t h e  a c t s  t aken  i n  pre-revolut ion,ry s i t u a t i o n s  when 
s o c i a l i s t s  c o n t r o l  parts of t h e  s t a t e  apparatus but  not o t h e r s ,  
and no t ,  c r u c i a l 1  , t h e  armed f o r c e s ,  if- 3 VBagrncvPvx 

(Chile f o r  example . 
25. It may be t h a t  we should  t a c k l e  t h i s  ques t ion (and t h e  
previous one on ~b~ktxkmd pre-revolut ionary  exper ience)  
p r imar i l y  i n  working groups,  with a n  i n t roduc to ry  s e s s i o n  
s e t t i n g  out  t h e  main l i n e s  of enquiry ,  and a concluding s e s s i o n  
which ga the r s  everything together .  



SocialisiB.Study Seminar. 
Memo 3 (addeddum). t,.,~~-L 
1. I n  posing t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  as a cap ture  o f l s t a t e  power, we 
r a i s e  s imultaneously t h e  ques t i on  of c o n t i n u i t y  and d i scon t inu i l  
S t a t e  power is only  one focus  of s o c i a l  power, A s  Trotsky s a i d ,  
we must not be l i eve  t h a t  by cap tur ing  s t a t e  power one is 
cap tur ing  power over  t h e  t o t a l  soc ie ty .  Hence hAs point  t h a t -  
Russia might be t h e  f i r s t  country  t o  have a s o c i a l i s t  revo$utiol 
and t h e  last t o  achieve socia l i sm.  So what f u r t h e r  power does 
t h e  cap ture  of t h e  c e n t r a l  state appara tus  g ive  t o  a  revolut ion-  
a r y  movement? I n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  Bolsheviks t h i s  may seem 
a somewhat absurd quest ion:  t hey  were a small p a r t y ,  wibh 
r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  armed power of t h e i r  own, and no f o c i ,  But 
f o r  China, o r  North Vietnam, o r  Frelimo, it is not  s o  s t r a n g e  
a question. For t hey  ckintrolled Wch of t h e  d e c e n t r a l i s e d  state 
power i n  t h e  l i b e r a t e d  zones. Perhaps t h e  d e c i s i v e  aspec t  
of t h e  cap tu re  of  t h e  c a p i t a l  is  t o  reduce t h e  power of c a p i t a l  
i n  t h e  area as much as t o  i nc rea se  t h e e r  of t h e  revolut ionm 
mmvement. Formerly c a p i t a l  had a n  army opera t ing  i n  t h e  
t e r r i t o r y ,  ~ ~ i ~ ~ a %  Af te r  t h e  s e i z u r e  of t h e  cap i t a :  
t h a t  army a) has l o s t  its w i l l  t o  r e s i s t ;  b) l o s t  i ts r i g h t s  
of levying c o n s c r i p t s  from wi th in  t h e  country,  o r  r a i s i n g  
taxes t o  pay f o r  w a r ;  c )  l o s t  its p h w a k a l  bgse w i th in  t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  - and a f t e r  a l l  a phys ica l  base  which w a s  t h e  
c e n t r e  of economic, p o l i t i c a l  quitemapart from m i l t a r y  l i fe .  

2. &, m such circumstanc8s, t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a ~ y  f o r c e s  had 
cons iderab le  power, both m i l i t a r i l y ,  and by t e r r i t o r y  Ln t h e  
l i b e r a t e d  zones. (re-read t h e  debate on f o c i  and t h e  
geographical s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of pre-revolut  ionary  power). 
What t hey  gained through t h e  s e i z u r e  of n a t i o n a l  power 
w a s  a r e l a t i v e  as much as an abso lu t e  advantage, a throwing 
back of c a p i t a l  ou t s ide  a t e r r i t o r y ,  a d e m o r a l i s a t i o q  of 
c a p i t a l ,  and t h e  e l imina t ion  of major organised oppos i t ion  
from wi th in  t h e  country, (Phe s i g n i f i c a n c e  of nat ional ism,  
o r  s p a t i a l  consciousness is f o r c i n g  i ts way through i n t o  t h e  
argument, both i n  terms of t h e  consciousness of t h e  many i n  
a country,  imbx8fbn and a l s o  i n  t h e  consciousness of c a p i t a l  
I t s e l f .  While it w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  launch e x t e r n a l  invas ions ,  
t h e  very no t ion  of na sovere ign ty  i n  l i b e r a l  thought ,  
does in t roduce  a 4 between an e x t e r n a l  invas ion  , 
and t h e  f inanc ing  of an  in te rna l ly -based ,  geographical ly  
s p e c i f i e d ,  a n t  i - revolut  ionary  mwement .) 
3. While not ing t h a t  c a p i t a l  has r e t r e a t e d ,  t h e  posing of 
r evo lu t i on  as t h e  cap ture  of n a t i o n a l  s t a t e  power, a l s o  
reminds us  of t h e  backdrop of world cap i t a l i sm  t o  a l l  
revo lu t ionary  experience. Cap i t a l ,  a f t e r  i ts d e f e a t ,  w i l l  
regrotxp, t u r n i n g  perhaps t o  o the r  arrows i n  its qu iver ,  
m i l i t a r i l y ,  economically,  and ideo log ica l ly .  The zone of 
revo lu t ionary  autonomy has d e c i s i v e l y  increased,  bu t  it 
must s t i l l  be defined as r e l q t i v e  autonomy i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
c a p i t a l .  

4. The ques t ion  then  posed is how t h i s  xb*hflixbx enlarged a r e a  
of autonomy is administered i n  o rder  t o  s t reng then  t h i s  autonom: 
r a t h e r  t han  weaken it. It w i l l  have reduced t h e  m+-& 
martja41 powers of counter- revolut ionary  f o r c e s ,  but  by no 
means t h e i r  economicnor ( i n  t h e  case  of t h e  church) i t s  
i d e o l o g i c a l  powers. How t o  counter  and erode t h b p o w e r s ?  
This is t h e  i n t e n s i v e  s t r a t e  i c  ques t ion  f o r  a revo lu t ionary  
regime, t o  s e t  besifle t h e  ex  f ens ive  ques t ion  of r e l a t i o n s  wi th  
world c a p i t a l ,  and t h e  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l i s t  world. 

n e r  m-. - - -  


