


poverty- hardship 
but happiness 
Those d r e  the days 1903-1917 
b y  albert Paul 

Thanks t o :  

The South  E a s t  Arts A s s o c i a t i o n .  f o r  encouragement 
and f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  

The Community Levy f o r  A l t e r n a t i v e  P r o j e c t s ,  f o r  
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  

Br igh ton  Refe rence  L i b r a r y .  f o r  t h e  photographs  
Mr. Frank P e t e r s .  f o r  t h e  photograph on page 16 
Black Wedge P r e s s ,  2 G l o u c e s t e r  S t r e e t .  Br igh ton .  

f o r  p r i n t i n g  i t  
A l b e r t  P a u l ,  f o r  w r i t i n g  i t  

M. Devoy. J. Goodman. A.  G r a v e t t .  T. G r a v e t t .  
M. Morley. F. Murray. D.  Simmons. P. Summerfield,  
R .  Uranga 

O A l b e r t  P a u l .  1974 
ISBN 0 904733 00 9 Second p r i n t i n g ,  Januafy 1975 
A l l  o r o f i t s  from t h i s  book w i l l  be  used t o  f i n a n c e  more ~ ~ - 

book; i n  the s e r i e s .  





Introduction 

A l b e r t  Sydney P a u l  was uorn i n  S t .  M a r t i n ' s  
P l a c e .  B r i g h t o n ,  i n  1903.  His f a t h e r ,  a  b u i l d e r ' s  
l a b o u r e r ,  s u f f e r e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  unemployment 
s o  h i s  mo the r  was n o t  o n l y  a  l a u n d r y  worke r  b u t  
a l s o  t ook  i n  w a s h i n g  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  f a m i l y  
income. A l b e r t  was t h e  n i n t h  o f  t e n  c h i l d r e n ,  and 
when he was t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  a g e  t h e  f a m i l y  moved 
t o  Southampton  S t r e e t .  t o  t h e  same house  where  
A l b e r t  l i v e s  t o d a y :  b u t  b e f o r e  t h e  move two o f  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  had d i e d ,  

A l b e r t  P a u l  m a r r i e d  Ada S a d l e r ,  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a  
h a r n e s s  make r ' s  d a u g h t e r .  i n  h e r  home town o f  
P e t w o r t h  i n  1925. T h e i r  f i r s t  home was i n  a  
B r i g h t o n  f l a t  b u t  t h e y  were g i v e n  n o t i c e  t o  q u i t  
when i t  was known t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  e x p e c t i n g  the i r  
f i r s t  c h i l d .  S o  young c o u p l e s  t h e n  knew some o f  
the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  newly-weds have  t o d a y  when 
s t a r t i n g  a  f a m i l y .  L a t e r ,  when h i s  f a t h e r  d i e d  
and  h i s  m o t h e r  d e c i d e d  t o  l i v e  w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r .  
A l b e r t  was g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  become t e n a n t  
o f  h i s  o l d  home. He had t o  pay t h e  h i g h e r  r e n t  o f  
1 2 / 6  p e r  week. whe rea s  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  r e n t  had been 
10/3 ,  b u t  t h e n  A l b e r t  had a l r e a d y  been p a y i n g  1 2 / 6  
f o r  a  f l a t .  T h e s e  w e r e  q u i t e  h i g h  r e n t s  f o r  t h o s e  
d a y s  when t h e  wage r a t e  f o r  a  s k i l l e d  j o i n e r -  
c a r p e n t e r  was 1 / 9  p e r  h o u r .  A p a r t  from t h e  d u e  
c a r e  t h e  c o u p l e  have  g i v e n  t o  t h e i r  home the 
house  r ema ins  much a s  i t  was when A l b e r t  was 
a  boy. 



M r .  Paul s t a r t e d  w r i t i n g  h i s  book i n  1972 when 
t h e  nearby Cobden Road was undergo ing  some 
improvements. Th i s  was p a r t  o f  a General  
Improvements Scheme brough t  abou t  by t h e  1969 
Housing Act t h a t  gave l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h e  
necessa ry  f i n a n c e  t o  b r i g h t e n  up t h e s e  smal l  
o ld - fash ioned  s t r e e t s .  Mr. Paul  was p a s s i n g  
when workmen were demol i sh ing  a f l i n t  w a l l .  He 
remarked "That ' s  t h e  f i r s t  time I have seen 
behind t h a t  w a l l  s i n c e  i t  was a soup-ki tchen."  
The young workmen were no t  on ly  s u r p r i s e d  b u t  
were i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know more. He t o l d  them t h a t  
he was one o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  many w i t h o u t  shoes  o r  
socks  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  of  l i t t l e  money o r  food,  who 
queued up, a f t e r  morning s c h o o l ,  f o r  soup and t h i c k  
bread s l i c e s ,  no t  on ly  f o r  themselves  b u t  f o r  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  too.  On s e v e r a l  mornings A l b e r t  Paul 
c h a t t e d  t o  t h e  workmen, then  one  day he was 
approached by a Radio Br igh ton  i n t e r v i e w e r  who 
asked h i m  i f  he would v i s i t  them t o  make a r e c o r d i n g  
of  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  The e v e n t u a l  b r o a d c a s t  
brought  about  the i n t e r e s t  o f  Br igh ton  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  
L i b r a r i a n  Miss H o l l i n g d a l e .  She asked Mr. Paul i f  
he would p u t  h i s  s t o r y  on t a p e  f o r  the l i b r a r y .  

She was s o  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  s h e  sugges ted  
t o  him t h a t  he shou ld  w r i t e  a book. "But I ' m  no 
w r i t e r . "  h e  s a i d .  However, he was persuaded t o  
have a go. s o  h e  r e t u r n e d  home one day armed w i t h  
a  bp e x e r c i s e  book. Tuesday was Mrs. P a u l ' s  
r e g u l a r  a f t e r n o o n  f o r  h e r  Meetings. s o  i n  Mr. P a u l ' s  
own words:  "When s h e  l e f t  the house a t  h a l f - p a s t  
two o u t  come t h e  e x e r c i s e  book and my pen.  I s a t  
down f o r  abou t  two hours  and I w r o t e  my memories; 
bu t  a s  s h e  came i n  bang went the book, I d i d n ' t  



wri t.e any more 1 i l l t h e  n e x t  Tuesday ; at111 I L innb 
me seven Tuesdays t o  write t h i s  s t o r y . "  

A l b e r t  Paul  ivas a  ' c h i p p y '  - a  c a r p e n t e r .  as a  
bricklayer i s  a  ' b r i c k i e ' .  a  p l a s t e r e r  a  ' s p r e a r l ' ,  
a  paperhanger  a ' s t i c k e r ' .  a  p a i n t e r  a  ' s k i  h' ( o r  
' s c i l : ' )  and an e l e c t r i c i a n  known a s  ' s p a r k s ' .  Ye 
knew, a s  a l l  b u i l d i n g  worker s  knew. the 
over-hangi ng c l o u d  o f  b e i n g  ' s t o o d - o f f '  . T h i s  was 
n o t  always n e c e s s a r i l y  d i s m i s s a l ,  h u t  i f  there w a s  
no work h i s  f i n  [ l id n o t  need h i m ,  and t h i s  
prot?a!.>ly meant t h a t  from tllerl on he would be c a l l i n g  
d a i  1 ) ~  a t  t h i s  f i r m  and e l sewl le re  u n t i l  he o b t a i n e d  
a  jot!. Tll is  was e s p e c i a l l y  so  d u r i n g  the  
Depress ion  o f  t h e  1930s. when b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  
and c o r k  were i n  s i l o r t  s u p p l y .  

He s e e s  tne s k i l l e d  workman a s  a lmos t  a d y i n g  r a c e .  
I n  s p i t e  of t h e  d r e a d  o f  unemployment Mr. Paul  has 
bee11 a b l e  t o  res is t  t l ie  demands o f  Iiigh p r o d u c t i o n  
a t  t h e  expense  o f  good workmanship. He r e c a l l s  
t h a t  d u r i n y  a  s p e l l  o f  unemployment a b o u t  1950. 
wl~eri t h e  Regent Cinema was undergo iny  some r e p a i r s  
he a p p l i e d  f o r  a  j o b  t h e r e .  He was g iven  t h e  
very d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  o f  matching up the d e c o r a t i v e  
c e i l i n g  i n  t h e  ba l l room.  T h i s  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  
a c h i e v e d  w h i l s t  working on a  movable s c a f f o l d  
whic11 swayed th roughou t  h i s  t a s k .  The i l l u s i o n  of  
swaying would s t a y  w i t h  him when he had l e f t  h i s  
work,  even d u r i n g  his  meals .  Bv t h e  time you r e a d  
t h i s  t h e  Regent Cinema and Bal l room w i l l  have been 
demol i shed .  

Illr. l'a111 was r e s p o n s i  h l e  f o r  son':? if the carperi t  :.\ 
i r ~  I I I ~ ~ I V  o t h e r  well-known Hri!llitnn l !u i ld inc!~ 



i n c l u d i n g  the O f f i c e r s '  Q u a r t e r s  and  M a r r i e d  
Q u a r t e r s  i n  Lewes Road B a r r a c k s ,  the Royal  H u s s a r  
pub  o p p o s i t e ,  Varndean  G i r l s '  and  Boys' S c h o o l s ,  
two H o l l i n g b u r y  f a c t o r i e s ,  b o t h  B r i g h t o n  h o s p i t a l s  
and t h e  e x t e n s i o n s  t o  t h e  O ld  S h i p  H o t e l .  When 
he had t o  work a t  the B a l s d e a n  Pumping S t a t i o n  h e  
had t o  w a l k  & miles i n  e a c h  d i r e c t i o n  o v e r  the  
Downs. 

I n  t h i s  hook Mr. P a u l  n o t  o n l y  r e c a l l s  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t  d a y s  o f  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  and  e a r l y  manhood 
b u t  a l s o  d e p i c t s  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n  o f  l i f e ,  
w i t h  a  s l o w e r  rhy thm r h a n  t o d a y .  T h e r e  we re  more 
e x a c t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  o f  work and b e h a v i o u r .  The 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f a m i l y  man d a r e  n o t  be  t o o  a d v e n t u r o u s  
i n  h i s  o u t l o o k ,  and v e r y  o f t e n  t h e  o n l y  reward  f o r  
a  w o r k e r ' s  l o y a l t y  and  t o i l  would be  the l o v e  and  
s e c u r i t y  f e l t  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y ,  however  s t r i c t .  
however p o o r .  

A l t h o u g h  h e  s u f f e r e d  the  p o v e r t y  and h a r d s h i p  t h a t  
w e r e  the  normal  l o t  o f  the u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s e s  
A l b e r t  P a u l  e m e r g e s  w i t h  a  c h e e r f u l  a p p r a i s a l  o f  
h i s  s e v e n t y - o n e  y e a r s .  



childhood 

I was o n e  o f  a  f a m i l y  o f  1 0  c h i l d r e n .  I was bo rn  
May 1 0 t h  1903 .  I had v e r y  good p a r e n t s ,  
hard-working  and h o n e s t .  My f a t h e r  was a b u i l d i n g  
t r a d e  l a b o u r e r ,  and owing t o  c o n d i t i o n s  work 
became 'very  s c a r c e  a t  times and he  was u n f o r t u n a t e l y  
o u t  o f  work f o r  a t  l e a s t  3 months  o u t  o f  e v e r y  1 2  
months  e v e r y  y e a r  ( and  t h e r e  was no d o l e  money 
t h o s e  d a y s ) .  

My m o t h e r  wen t  o u t  t o  work i n  a  l a u n d r y  and  a l s o  
t o o k  i n  wash ing  t o  g e t  a  few more s h i l l i n g s  e x t r a  
t o  buy u s  c h i l d r e n  food  and c l o t h i n g .  

Wi th  10  c h i l d r e n .  and  t h e m s e l v e s  making 12, my 
o l d e s t  s i s t e r  had t o  go i n t o  p r i v a t e  s e r v i c e .  and 
my o l d e s t  b r o t h e r  s l e p t  and worked a t  t h e  s a n i t o r i u m  
( B e a r  Road) b e f o r e  j o i n i n g  t h e  C o l d s t r e a m  Guards .  
My n e x t  two b r o t h e r s  p a s s e d  away ( t h r o u g h  i l l n e s s )  
l e a v i n g  l ' s i s t e r  and t h r e e  b r o t h e r s  and m y s e l f ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  a  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  ( t h e  b a b y ) ,  making 8 w i t h  
my p a r e n t s .  

Having  a  t h r e e  bedroom house  my m o t h e r  g o t  o v e r  
t h e  s l e e p i n g  p rob l em by buy ing  a  second-hand  4 f t  6is 
i r o n  b e d s t e a d  and  a  3 f t  6 i n  o n e .  T h r e e  boys  s l e p t  
i n  t h e  l a r g e  o n e  and  i n  t h e  s m a l l e r  bed two boys  
s l e p t .  T h e s e  b e d s  we re  i n  t h e  t o p  f r o n t ,  and my 
o t h e r  s i s t e r  s l e p t  i n  t h e  s m a l l e r  t o p  back  room. 
My m o t h e r  and f a t h e r  o c c u p i e d  t h e  back  room on t h r  
m i d d l e  f l o o r .  O u r  house  i s  t h r e e  s t o r e y s  h i g h .  



k i  t c h e r ~  and s c u l l e r \  i n  t h e  semi -basement.  2 room$ 

on the midd le  F l o o r  and 2 bedrooms on t h e  t o p  f l o o r  

These  b e d s t e a d s  Itad 4 b r a s s  knobs ,  one  on t o p  o f  
each main s u p p o r t .  Wel l ,  d u r i n g  t h e  summer montiis 
us bogs would unscrew these b r a s s  knobs then  t a k e  
t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  q u i l t ,  p u t  t h e s e  one  on each 
u p r i g h t  and then  sc rew back t h e  knobs and so  form 
a  tent .  A f t e r  one  o r  two n i y h t s  o f  t h i s ,  combined 
w i t h  t he  l a u g h t e r ,  Mum heard  t h e  commotion 
d o w n s l a i r s .  She c r e p t  up t h e s t a i r s ,  coming i l l t o  
t h e  bedroom s h e  c a u g h t  us redhanded.  My word: 
M a t  s o r e  bottoms we had. From . then on no more 
t e n t s .  

We found a n o t h e r  game, q u i e t e r  we t h o u g l ~ i .  Our 
herls had a  gap o f  abou t  36 i n c h e s  between,  s o ,  one  
a t  H t ime we would jump from one bed t o  a n o t h e r .  
1 1 1  o f  a sudden my f a t h e r  shou ted  up "What a r e  you 
hovs doing'? Go t o  s l e e p . "  We a l l  w e n t  sudden ly  
q u i e t  anrl then  we dec ided  t o  c o n t i n u e  o u r  jumping 
from bed t o  bed ,  n o t  knowing t h a t  w e  were  maki ng 
a  thump-thump n o i s e  t h a t  Mum and Dad c o u l d  h e a r  
d o w n s t a i r s .  Suddenly  we hea rd  my Dad h u r r y i n g  up 
t.he s t a i r s .  We a l l  g o t  between t h e  sheets j n  
doub le  q u i c k  time. I n  comes Dad i n  a  temper.  +c 
c o v e r s  us up wel l ,  o f f  comes h i s  l e a t h e r  he1 t an11 
t a n s  us one  by one .  Not a  sound a f t e r  t h i s .  Re 
a l l  g o t  a  s e v e r e  l e c t u r e  nex t  day when we were a l  i 
t o g e t h e r  a t  t e a - t i m e .  

We a l l  had o u r  l i t t l e  j o b s  t o  do i n  the home t o  
he lp  my mothe r .  O n e  would c l e a n  the windows, one  
would s c r u b  the wooden s t a i r s  t n o  c a r p e t  o r  l i n o  
t h o s e  d a y s ) ,  a n o t h e r  would wash down t h e  o u t s i d e  



s t e p s  and t h e  pavement o u t s i d e ,  a n o t h e r  would t a k e  
down m o t h e r ' s  c o k e - f i r e d  i r o n i n g  s t o v e  and c l e a r  
away t h e  a s h e s  and s o o t .  Th i s  s t o v e  was used t o  
p l a c e  the f l a t  i r o n s  and p o l i s h i n g  i r o n  o t ~ .  3nri 
s o  make them h o t  f o r  Mum t o  i r o n  t h e  washing she 
took i n .  I myself  used t o  c l e a n  the kni v ~ s ,  f o r k s  
and spoons .  The v a r i o u s  d i n n e r  k n i v e s  were c l e a n e d  
w i t h  a  t o  and f r o  a c t i o n  on a board covered  w i t h  
a  t h i c k  brown l i n o ,  w i t h  a  brown k n i f e  powder shakpn 
on.  The f o r k s  and spoons were  c l e a n e d  w i t h  damp 
w h i t e n i n g  powder. F o r  do ing  t h e s e  va r ioub  joa ;  
Mum would g i v e  us %d each .  Mind you,  swee t s  were 
t h e n  602 a  penny, b o i l e d  swee t s  - t h e  b e s t  swee t s  - 
were 402 a  penny. 

As each  one  l e f t  s c h o o l ,  t h a t  meant more jobs  f o r  
t h e  nex t  one l e f t .  My 'o the r  s i s t e r  l e a r n t  
t a i l o r i n g ,  and George was a  p o r t e r  i n  a  shop.  Yow 
when C h a r l i e  and F r e d ,  my two twin b r o t h e r s  nex t  
t o  me, l e f t  s c h o o l ,  mysel f  be ing  nex t  t o  t h e  
youngest  had a  l o t  t o  do. During t h e  F i r s t  Worl? 
War my mother ,  a s  I s a i d ,  used t o  t a k e  i n  washing 
and w e  used t o  d e l i v e r  i t  f o r  he r .  We used t o  go 
a s  f a r  a s  Water loo S t r e e t .  Hove, o u t  p a s t  Hove 
Town H a l l ,  T i s b u r y  Road. Norton Road - my mother  
had washing f o r  them a l l .  The baby w a s n ' t  a l lowed 
t o  go o u t ,  because  he was t h e  baby. He might  g e t  
k i l l e d .  So I had t o  go,  b u t  I a c c e p t e d  i t .  

I bought a  T a t e  s u g a r  box, which was how s u g a r  
used t o  come i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  i n  a  g r e a t  b i g  wooden 
box o f  h a l f  a  hundredweight o f  cube su::,r. T a t e  
s u g a r  hoxes were j u s t  r i g h t  f o r  t h e  wheels  of  a  
pram. so I used  t o  go t o  Richmond B u i l d i n g s  and 
buy a  p a i r  o f  wheels  f o r  abou t  s , ; : ,~e i i ce  a  p a i r .  



I used t o  b o l t  t h e  a x l e  o n t o  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  box. 
p u t  a  p a i r  of  hand les  on ,  and then o f f  I used t o  
go w i t h  i t  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  washing.  During the 
1914 War you weren't a l lowed t o  have any l i g h t s .  
same a s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  War, s o  I used t o  have a  c a n d l e  
i n  a j a r  swinging on t h e  barrow, and I ' u s e d  t o  go 
r i g h t  o u t  t o  Water loo S t r e e t .  

1 ' 1 1  t e l l  you a  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y  abou t  my 
young b r o t h e r .  I encouraged him one  day t o  come 
w i t h  me. I s a i d  t o  Mum. "Let C e c i l  come w i t h  me" 
s o  she d i d .  She s a i d ,  "Look a f t e r  him." The 
b a s k e t  used t o  s e t t l e d o w n  i n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h i s  box, 
b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  look o v e r  t h e  top .  I was t o o  s h o r t .  
and I used t o  have t o  go sideways t o  s e e  where I 
was going.  I was coming a l o n g  Upper North S t r e e t ,  
up Dyke Road. and down Mount Zion Gardens t o  the 
t o p  of  North Road. which i s  very  s t e e p ,  down t o  
where t h e  t r a f f i c  l i g h t s  a r e ,  by Queens Road. I 
asked i f  he'd l i k e  a  r i d e  on t h e  t o p ,  s o  I s a t  h i m  
on top  o f  t h i s  b a s k e t  of  washing. As we g o t  down 
Mount Zion Gardens t o  t h e  very  s t e e p  p a r t  o f  North 
Road, a l l  o f  a  sudden i t  was top  heavy,  t h e  road was 
on the t w i s t ,  and i t  went o v e r .  He s h o t  o f f  t h e  
top.  t h e  b a s k e t  o f  washing came o f f ,  t h e r e  was 
d i r t y  washing r o l l i n g  a f t e r  him. women's underwear.  
Of c o u r s e ,  i n  t h o s e  days  o f  t h e  f i r s t  War they  
wore no end o f  s t u f f  undernea th  - three o r  f o u r  
p e t t i c o a t s ,  t h i c k  k n i c k e r s ,  a l l  t h a t  s o r t  o f  c a p e r .  
and they  r o l l e d  a f t e r  him. I had t o  g a t h e r  t h i s  
l o t  up and p i c k  him up ,  and he had a  t e r r i b l e  lump 
on h i s ' f o r e h e a d .  I s a i d .  "Te l l  Mum you'd had a  
f a l l " ,  s o  he s a i d  "All r i g h t " .  s o  I s a i d  " I ' l l  
g i v e  you a  f a r t h i n g . "  T h a t ' s  a l l  we had then - a  
penny between f o u r  o f  us .  a  f a r t h i n g  e a c h .  Inrllen 



we g o t  home my mother asked "What's he g o t  on h i s  
f o r e h e a d ?  A lump?" I had t o  t e l l  h e r  he 'd had a  
f a l l .  And t h a t ' s  the s t o r y  o f  my mother  making 
ends  meet. 

I n  my young d a y s  a l l  bakers  used t o  have a  
horse-drawn l a r g e  van p u l l  up o u t s i d e  t h e i r  
p remises  and t a k e  i n  t o  t h e  shop 2  cwt. s a c k s  of 
w h i t e  f l o u r .  The a s s i s t a n t s  had t o  measure up l 
q u a r t  o f  f l o u r  ( 2  p i n t s )  and p u t  same i n t o  a  
w h i t e  paper  bag,  w e l l  tuck  i n  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  t h i s  
bag,  and then f l a t t e n  the bag o f  f l o u r  t o  make i t  

. b e t t e r  f o r  s t a c k i n g  on t o p  o f  one  a n o t h e r  on t h e  
s h e l v e s .  Wel l ,  my mother asked me t o  go and g e t  
a  q u a r t  o f  f l o u r .  I was a  b i t  l a t e  f o r  schoo l .  
and s o  s h e  w a i t e d  on t h e  s t e p s  o f  o u r  house t o  
t a k e  i t  q u i c k l y  from me. When I g o t  t o  h e r  she 
was i n  a  r age .  She s a i d .  "Look back up t h e  
s t r e e t " ,  and t h e r e  was a  long w h i t e  t r a i l  of  f l o u r  
from the end of  my s t r e e t  up t o  my home. I had 
p u t  t h e  open end o f  t h e  bag t h e  wrong way under  
my arm and i t  had come open and had poured o u t .  

Here a r e  two more fami ly  s t o r i e s .  w h e n  my fami ly  
were  a l l  q u i t e  young. I was abou t  8 y e a r s  o f  age.  
I t  was Chr is tmas  t ime  and my mother had made 2  
l a r g e  Chr i s tmas  Puddings a l l  done up i n  t h e  u s u a l  
c l o t h s  ( n o  b a s i n s  t h o s e  d a y s ) .  They were  p u t  
i n t o  a  l a r g e  round i r o n  saucepan w i t h  a long  
p r o j e c t i n g  handle .  The saucepan was p laced  on the 
hob ( o r  t o p )  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n  range.  The one  we had 
had an open f i r e  w i t h  f i r e  b r i c k s  a l l  around. My 
twin b r o t h e r s  aged 11 y e a r s  were  i n  t h e  k i t c b e n  
a t  the time. Fred was s t a n d i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
f i r e .  wi th  h i s  hands behind h i m ,  The o t h e r  twi 5. 



( C h a r l i e )  was p l a y i n g  w i t h  me and we both  had an 
argument.  I s a i d  something naughty  i n  my temper 
and he made a t t e m p t s  t o  h i t  me, and s o  I ran  around 
t h e  t a b l e  (which was i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  the k i t c h e n )  
w i t h  C h a r l i e  c h a s i n g  me. We must have made abou t  
4 runs  around t h e  t a b l e  - and s o ,  t o  g e t  around 
the t a b l e  q u i c k e r  I pushed Fred i n  the tummy, when 
a l l  o f  a sudden t h e r e  was a  t e r r i b l e  h i s s i n g  and 
and n o i s e  coming from t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  

I looked a round .  I found I had pushed Fred i n t o  
t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  As h e  f e l l  h e  c a u g h t  t h e  hand le  o f  
t h e  i r o n  saucepan ,  o v e r  t h i s  came w i t h  the b o i l i n g  
w a t e r  pour ing  a l l  o v e r  Fred and t h e  two Chr i s tmas  
puddings r o l l i n g  o v e r  t h e  f l o o r .  Well: The 
k i t c h e n  was f u l l  o f  s u l p h u r  steam because .  a l s o .  
some o f  t h e  w a t e r  had gone i n t o  the r e d  h o t  f i r e  
and t h i s  s e n t  up s t i n k i n g  s u l p h u r  a s h e s  p l u s  smoke. 

1 gave one qu ick  look  a t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n  
and poor  o l d  Fred r o l l i n g  i n  p a i n  on t h e  f l o o r .  
s c a l d e d  w i t h  b o i l i n g  w a t e r .  Well! I ran  u p s t a i r s  
and g o t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t  p a n i c - s t r i c k e n .  I ran  
and r a n ,  no t  knowing where I was going.  Anyway: 
I f i n i s h e d  up i n  Queen 's  Pa rk .  A f t e r  t h i n g s  
s e t t l e d  down a t  home, w i t h  poor  o l d  Fred w i t h  a  
mass ive  w a t e r  b l i s t e r  on h i s  back.  Mum sudden ly  
looked around and found I was miss ing .  They 
hunted t h e  house from top  t o  bot tom.  I was nowhere 
t o  be found.  u n t i l  I saw my s i s t e r  f r a n t i c a l l y  
s e a r c h i n g  t h e  Queen 's  Park .  I was p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  
her. She s a i d .  "Come on home aert!" I s a i d  "No: 
Mum w i l l  h i t  me." A f t e r  a  l o t  o f  p e r s u a d i n g  we 
bo th  r e t u r n e d  home. Mum neb?r  h i t  me, she was too  
w o r r i e d  o v e r  poor  o l e '  F r e d .  We was i n  bed l a y i n q  



on his tummy. My o l d e s t  b r o t h e r  was t h e r e  ( a g e  
20) .  We a l l  g a t h e r e d  around t h e  bed ( w i t h  my 
s i s t e r  h o l d i n g  t h e  1 i g h t e d . c a n d l e  - no yas  l i g h t  
o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  t h o s e  d a y s )  when Mum removed t h e  
b l a n k e t  from F r e d ' s  back.  My word: He had a  
w a t e r  b l i s t e r  a s  l a r g e  a s  a  d i n n e r  p l a t e .  My Dad 
he ld  Fred w h i l s t  my o l d e s t  b r o t h e r  s t e r i l i s e d  the 
n e e d l e  i n  t h e  f lame o f  t h e  c a n d l e  and p r i c k e d  t h e  
b l i s t e r  and poured o u t  abou t  1  p i n t  o f  w a t e r  i n t o  
a  hand bowl. I ' m  p l e a s e d  t o  say  t h a t  w i t h  Mum's 
c o n s t a n t  a t t e n t i o n  on F r e d ' s  back,  c u t t i n g  away t h e  
hanging s k i n  e t c . .  and u s i n g  B o r a c i c  o i n t m e n t ,  h i s  
'back hea led  up s p l e n d i d l y .  We o f t e n  t a l k  and laugh 
abou t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  now, b u t  n o t  a t  the time o f  t h e  
happening h3 y e a r s  ago. 

When we were a l l  young my mother  would make a  very 
l a r g e  cake  and p u t  t h e  m i x t u r e  i n t o  a l a r g e  round 
baking t i n .  A c u r r a n t  cake  one  week, the nex t  :.!n~?ic 
a  caraway seed cake  o r  a  coconut  c a k e  o r  a  d a t e  cake  
a r  a  p l :~ in  c a k e .  s h e  would vary the kind o f  cake  
each week. When t h e  cake  was ready one o f  c h i l d r e n  
would t a k e  t h e  cake  up t o  a  b a k e r ' s  shop a t  the 
c o r n e r  o f  S c o t l a n d  S t r e e t  named Gray ' s .  The Baker 
would p u t  t h i s  c a k e  i n t o  the oves  a l o n y  w i t h  the 
l o a v e s  o f  b r e a d ,  and a s  t h e  l o a v e s  baked s o  d i d  
:he cake .  The same day we would 50 and g e t  t h e  
cake  back ( a l l  h o t )  and g i v e  t h e  bnker  1 penny fox 
!)aking i t .  

I'hn same a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  Sunday d i n n e r .  The p o t a t o e s  
were pee led  and pu t  i n t o  a  l a r g e  oblong t i n  and i n  
t h e  c e n t r e  was p u t  a  meat s t a n d .  ( T h i s  was a  
c i r c u l a r  meta l  f rame w i t h  3 l e g s  a t t a c h e d . )  The 
j o i n t  was p l l c e d  on t h e  t o p  o f  t h i s  meat s t a n d  



( p l u s  t h e  uecessa ry  d r i p p i n g )  and t h i s  we tooh L,; 
t h e  baker ' s  shop on t h e  Sunday morninq e a r l y .  
r e t u r n e d  a g a i n  j u s t  b e f o r e  1 o ' c l o c k .  pa id  him 
t h e  u s u a I  1 penny, and s o  back home t o  e n j o y  it. .  
Th i s  was a  common s i g h t ,  t o  s e e  cake  t i n s  and t h e  
Sunday j o i n t s  gojng up t.o the h a k e r ' s  on t h e  
v a r i o u s  days .  

My mother ,  on h e r  way home from t h e  l a u n d r y ,  would 
c a l l  i n t o  a  b a k e r ' s  shop  on the c o r n e r  o f  
I s l ingword  S t r e e t  (named H i d e r ' s )  and buy ( a  b a k e r ' s  
dozen)  13 s t a l e  cakes  f o r  3 pence and g i v e  u s  
c h i l d r e n  one  each f o r - o u r  a f t e r s .  3 u t ,  i n  o u r  way. 
we were happy, because  p r a c t i c a l l y  everyone around 
you was s u f f e r i n g  w i t h  pover ty .  



school 

I went t o  F i ~ ~ s b u r y  Poad Elementar)  Scnool a t  the 
age o f  4 ,  s p e n t  4 y e a r s  i n  the i n f a n t s '  s choo l  and 
t h e  o t h e r  6 y e a r s  i n  t h e  b i g  boys school  (we 
s t a r t e d  and f i n i s h e d  a t  t h e  same s c h o o l ! .  ! e f t  a t  
t h e  age  o f  14  and then went t o  work 

Every y e a r  b e f o r e  the w i n t e r  s e t  jn  tile i ~ e a d m a s t e r  
would come i n  t o  t h e  c lass rooms  and ask  a l l  t h ~  
boys w i t h  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  o u t  o f  work t o  s t a n d  up. 
Lo! and behold! n e a r l y  a L  t h e  boys would s t a n d  up. 
A good many boys went t o  schoo l  w i t h  no s t o c k i n g s  
o r  boo t s  o n ,  q u i t e  a  common t h i n g  and nobody took 
any n o t i c e  o f  t h i s .  These would have the i r  names 
t aken  down, us  o t h e r  boys would have o u r  boo t s  
i n s p e c t e d  and i f  t h e  headmaster  c o n s i d e r e d  they 
were beyond r e p a i r  he would p u t  o u r  names down. 

The n e x t  t h i n g  was, a l l  u s  boys were  l i n e d  up on 
the pavement ( f o u r  a b r e a s t )  and marched o u t  i n t o  
Southampton S t r e e t ,  down Sou thover  H i l l ,  a long  by 
the L e v e l ,  through S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church grounds .  o v e r  
t o  T r a f a l g a r  S t r e e t  and then marched up t o  a  boot 
shop (named L a c e y ' s )  j u s t  above Sydney S t r e e t .  
We would l i n e  up on t h e  pavement and i n t o  the shop 
went 8 boys a t  a  time. The a s s i s t a n t s  would f i t  
u s  o u t  w i t h  a  heavy p a i r  o f  hobna i l ed  b o o t s  w i t h  
meta l  t o e c a p s  and p e l t s  on t h e  h e e l s  and then  a s  
we passed o u t  o f  the shop a n o t h e r  man would punch 
a  h o l e  i n  t h e  uppers  o f  t h e  b o o t s .  T h i s  p reven ted  
r h e  p a r e n t s  from pawning t h e m  a t  t h e  pawnbroker 's  





These were shops  w i t h  3 b r a s s  b a l l s  - meaning 
2 t o  1 you never  w e n t  back.  I t  was q u i t e  common 
t h o s e  days  t o  see mothers  and f a t h e r s  t a k i n g  
bund les  o f  c l o t h i n g  - b o o t s ,  w a t c h e s ,  c l o c k s ,  r i n g s  
e t c . .  t o  g e t  money f o r  them on t h e  Monday. Then. 
should  t h e y  n o t  have t h e  money on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
S a t u r d a y  t o  buy back their a r t i c l e s  they l o s t  them 
and from t h e n  on they  were s o l d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l i c ,  c h e a p ,  who had t h e  money. 

C i s c i p l i n e  was very s t r i c t  a t  s c h o o l .  We had d e s k s  
w i t h  l i f t  up s e a t s  and l i f t  up t o p s  w i t h  s l o t s  f o r  
t h e  s l a t e s .  The t e a c h e r  would s a y .  " S e a t s  down by 
numbers." Number 1: bend w i t h  hands on t h e  s e a t s .  
Number 2 :  s e a t s  down and s i t ,  desk  t o p s  down. 
Number 1: hands on t o p s .  Number 2 :  desk  t o p s  down 

C 
4 and arms f o l d e d .  " S l a t e s  o u t  by numbers." Number 
OI 
4 1: hands on s l a t e s .  Number 2 :  s l a t e s  on d e s k s  and 
S arms f o l d e d .  

.H 

E 
o 1  desk  would s e a t  2 c h i l d r e n .  Also i n  t h e  t o p  o f  
0 each  d e s k , w e r e  2 h o l e s  which he ld  a  s m a l l  c h i n a  
m 

! : i n k w e l l .  These  were f i l l e d  each morning w i t h  ink  
+ poured from a  long s l i m  spou ted  can.  Once a  week 
U a  moni to r  ( o r  a  very good boy) would go around t h e  
4 

o c l a s s  c a r r y i n g  a  l a r g e  wooden t r a y  f u l l  o f  h o l e s  and 
0 

, S c o l l e c t  up a l l  t h e  i n k w e l l s ,  t a k e  them i n t o  t h e  
0 

: m wash-up room, g i v e  them a l l  a  good soak and well 
p wash them. f i l l  them w i t h  new ink  and p l a c e  them 
m 
a 

back i n t o  t h e  d e s k s .  - 
c 
a! 
E When the time came f o r  u s  t o  use the s l a t e s  ( t h e s e  
0 
+ were  an oblong p i e c e  o f  r o o f i n g  s l a t e  w i t h  a  
a' wooden frame around same) a n o t h e r  boy would go 
4 around t h e  c l a s s  g i v i n g  o u t  round s l a t e  p e n c i l s .  



When t h e s e  b r o k e  ( t h r o u g h  d r o p p i n g  them) we w e r e  
g i v e n  5 i n c h  m e t a l  t u b e s  t o  push  t h e  s h o r t  p i e c e s  
o f  s l a t e  p e n c i l  i n  and s o  make t h e m  u s a b l e .  With 
t h e s e  m e t a l  t u b e s  we u sed  them a s  p e a - s h o o t e r s .  
When t h e  t e a c h e r  w a s n ' t  l o o k i n g  we'd s o a k  b l o t t i n g  
p a p e r  i n  t h e  i n k w e l l  and push  same i n t o  t h e  end  o f  
t h e  t u b e  and blow h a r d  and  s o  s e n d  t h e  i n k - s o a k e d  
b l o t t i n g  p a p e r  away up i n t o  the a i r  and s t i c k i n g  
o n t o  t h e  c e i l i n g .  My word ,  i f  the  t e a c h e r  c a u g h t  
a n y  o f  u s  boys  d o i n g  t h i s  t h e  pun i shmen t  was t o  
k n e e l  on t h e  h a r d  rough  f l o o r b o a r d s .  w i t h  y o u r  
back u p r i g h t  and y o u r  hands  p l a c e d  on t h e  back  o f  
y o u r  neck ,  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  a b o u t  20 m i n u t e s .  
S h o u l d  you l o p  o v e r ,  a c h i n g  a l l  o v e r ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  
would s l a p  you a c r o s s  t h e  head w i t h  h i s  hand and 
s h o u t  s t e r n l y .  "Get u p r i g h t .  w i l l  you?" 

A n o t h e r  puni s h ~ n e n t  was. ho ld  o u t  y o u r  hand and g e t  
t h e  c a n e  a c r o s s  o n e  hand and t h e n  t h e  o t h e r .  I t  
d i d n ' t  ' a r f  s t i n g .  S h o u l d  you be  e x t r a  n a u g h t y .  
the t e a c h e r  would make you go  t o  t h e  h e a d m a s t e r ' s  
room and  f e t c h  t h e  s t r a p  o r  t a w s e .  ( T h i s  was a  
l e a t h e r  b e l t  s l i t  up a t  o n e  end  i n t o  na r row s t r i p s  
t o  make i t  s t i n g  a c r o s s  yoikr h a n d . )  You o n l y  wan ted  
t h i s  o n c e .  

The t h e r e  was t h e  c h i l d r e n  (me i n c l u d e d )  whose 
p a r e n t s  h a d n ' t  go1 a  l o t  o f  f ood  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y .  
We were  g i v e n  a  l a r g e  w h i t e  t i c k e t  and t o o k  t h i s  
up t o  Pa rk  S t r e e t  Schoo l  ( P a r k  S t r e e t )  be tween  
7.30 a.m. and 8.39 a.m.  e v e r y  morn ing ,  show t h i s  
t icket  and  t h e  a t t e n d a n t  would g i v e  a l l  t h e  boys  
and g i r l s  a  l a r g e  round o f  s c o n e s  p l u s  Y p i n t  o f  
skimmed m i l k .  and t h i s  was o u r  b r e a k f a s t .  D i n n e r  
times (be tween  12 .30  and 1 . 3 0 )  w e  w e r e  g i v e n  a n o r i ;  , 



t i c k e t .  Wi th  t h i s .  we went  down t o  Richmond S t r e e t  
S c h o o l  ( w h i c h  i s  now p u l l e d  down) and w e r e  g i v e n  a  
p l a t e  o f  h o t  s o u p  o r  s t e w ,  f ok lowed  by a  l a r g e  
s l i c e  o f  c u r r a n t  r o l y - p o l y ,  o r  jam p u d d i n g  f o r  a  
change .  And t h i s  f o r  5 d a y s  a  week.  

A p a r t  f r om t h i s ,  there was i n  Cobden Road ( o f f  
I s l i n g w o r d  Road) a s o u p  k i t c h e n .  T h i s  was a  
t i n - h u t t e d  b u i l d i n g  ( b e h i n d  a  l a r g e  w a l l )  w i t h  a  
v e r y  l a r g e  c o p p e r  ( c o k e  f i r e d ) ,  2 h e f t y  homely 
women would f i l l  t h i s  c o p p e r  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  amount  
o f  w a t e r  and b o i l  same and t h e n  add p o t a t o e s .  
c a r r o t s ,  h a r d  p e a s ,  a l s o  some l a r g e  meaty  bones  
( f r o m  t h e  b u t c h e r s  who would g i v e  them t o  t h e  p o o r  
f r e e ) .  When a l l  t h i s  was f i n a l l y  cooked  t h e r e  was 
a  ve ry  t a s t y  s o u p .  

From Monday t o  F r i d a y  c h i l d r e n  would l i n e  up 
o u t s i d e  i n  Cobden Road armed w i t h  enamel  j u g s .  
wash - s t and  j u g s ,  jam j a r s ,  s t o n e  j u g s  w i t h  h a n d l e s .  
i n  f a c t  a n y t h i n g  l a r g e  t o  h o l d  l i q u i d .  T h e i r  
p a r e n t s  would  g i v e  them a l l  t h e y  c o u l d  a f f o r d .  
p e r h a p s  1 penny  o r  2 p e n n i e s .  I n  t h e v  would go .  
t h r o u g h  a  r ough  o l d  d o o r  i n  t h e  w a l l ,  and s s y  t o  
t h e  woman. "1 pennywor th  o f  soup  p l e a s e "  t o r  2 
p e n n i e s w o r t h )  . Then s h e  would s a y .  "How many 
b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  have  you go t ? "  P e r h a p s  he o r  
s h e  would s a y .  "4  b r o t h e r s  and t h r e e  s i s t e r s . "  
The woman would t h e n  c u t  o f f . 8  t h i c k  s l i c e s  f r om a  
dr!  l o a f  ( g i v e n  t o  them by t h e  l o c a l  b a k e r )  and  s a y .  
' " : ~ I c . ~ P  ~ O I I  a r e .  t h ~ i ~ .  S e e  you a g a i n  tomorrow?" 
. 1 1 a 1 ' s  how R i .  ' $ 1 ~  c h i l d r e n  w a i t i n g  f o r  soup  were 

. . ~ ~ a l e d  

' I ?  !,ad a v e r y  - ~ r i f : .  * , ~ : l m * s l e r .  E v e r y  F r i d a y  



even ing  h e  would throw up t h e  wooden s h u t t e r s  
(which d i v i d e d  t h e  c lass rooms)  and have a l l  u s  boys 
(350 t o  400) assembled.  say p r a y e r s ,  s i n g  a  hymn, 
and then he would s a y .  "Now t h e n ,  boys. The dark  
w i n t e r  even ings  a r e  now drawing i n  on u s  and t h i s  
i s  t h e  time t h e  Devi l  g e t s  busy.  P l e a s e  d o n ' t  
g e t  i n t o  any m i s c h i e f .  S t o p  i n d o o r s  and h e l p  your  
mothers  and so keep y o u r s e l v e s  occup ied .  When you 
r e t u r n  t o  schoo l  on Monday morning l e t ' s  have you 
t u r n  up e a r l y  w i t h  your  boo t s  c l eaned  and a  n i c e  
c l e a n  c o l l a r  (and t ie  s t r a i g h t ) .  Also ,  remember. 
a  n i c e  c l e a n  neck and no high w a t e r  mark." 
(Meaning t o  wash your  neck p r o p e r l y  - n o t  j u s t  down 
t o  your  c o l l a r . )  

Our v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  were n o t  c a l l e d  form 1 .  2, e t c .  
( a s  they a r e  t o d a y ) .  They were c a l l e d  s t a n d a r d s .  
There  were s t a n d a r d s  1 .  2. 3. 4. 5. 6 .  7 and the 
ex. 7 th .  As we passed o u r  v a r i o u s  annual  
examina t ions  ( e d u c a t i o n a l ) .  compr i s ing  10 s u b j e c t s .  
which were Reading. W r i t i n g ,  Arithmetic. S p e l l i n g .  
Geography. H i s t o r y .  Grammar. Nature  S tudy .  
Composit ion.  D i c t a t i o n  and Mental Arithmetic. we 
were  given a  p o s s i b l e  10 marks f o r  each s u b j e c t .  
making a  grand t o t a l  o f  100 marks (which no boy 
e v e r  o b t a i n e d )  . 
We were g iven  a  l a r g e  f o l d e d  f o o l s c a p  p a p e r ,  w i t h  
t h e  school  name stamped, w i t h  an o v a l  i n k  rubber .  
i n  t h e  t o p  l e f t - h a n d  c o r n e r .  We had t o  w r i t e  o u r  
f u l l  name and a d d r e s s ,  o u r  age  and the d a t e .  i n  o u r  
very  b e s t  w r i t i n g .  a s  we were t a u g h t :  beg inn ing  t o  
w r i t e  a t  a  s l i g h t  a n g l e  ( b e a r i n g  t o  t h e  r i g h t )  and 
never  t a k i n g  y o u r ' p e n  o f f  t h e  paper  u n t i l  you had 
f i n i s h e d  t h e  word. and t h e n ,  and o n l y  then .  go ing  



back t o  d o t t i n q  the " i ' s "  and c r o s s i n g  t h e  " t ' s " .  

9n examina t ion  days  t h e  t e a c h e r  would write t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  i n  c h a l k  on t h e  b lackboard  ( b e c a u s e  t h e  
whole  comple te  examina t ion  would occupy a week) 
and n e a r l y  a l l  o f  us boys d readed  t h i s .  The l? 
s u b j e c t s  had t o  be answered on t h e  f o o l s c a p  and 
then  on t h e  comple t ion  t h e  t e a c h e r  would go 
through e v e r y  b o y ' s  examina t ion  p a p e r  a l l o t t i n g  
t h e  v a r i o u s  marks which he though t  y o u r  answers 
d e s e r v e d .  \here would be 2 marks f o r  t h i s ,  o 
marks f o r  t h a t  and s o  o n ,  i t  a l l  depended on how 
b r i g h t  you were .  P t  t h e  end o f  t h e  examina t ion  
p a p e r  he would t o t a l  up the marks h e  had g i v e n ;  
pe rhaps  i t  would be 45  o u t  o f  t h e  100 o r  perhaps  
89 o u t  o f  the 100,  and t h e  outcome o f  t h i s  was the 
boys w i t h  t h e  l o w e s t  marks would have t o  remain 
f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r  i n  t h a t  s t a n d a r d  u n t i l  they  
improved enough t o  move on.  

I t  was q u i t e  a common t h i n g  t o  see boys s t a r t  i n  
s t a n d a r d  1 and l e a v e  schoo l  a t  1 4  i n  s t a n d a r d  1 .  
b u t  a f t e r  t h e y  l e f t  school  and s t a r t e d  work they 
made good. I am p l e a s e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  I knew peop1.e. 
and s t i l l  do.  ( a l t h o u g h  they  have now r e t i r e d )  who 
y o t  on w e l l  a t  work and o b t a i n e d  h igh  p o s i t i o n s ;  
managers and foremen,  etc. 

Every s t a n d a r d  had a f i r e  w h i s t l e  hanging on t h e  
c lass room d o o r - p o s t .  Without  any warning t h e  
headmaster  would blow hard on h i s  w h i s t l e  i n  t h e  
c o r r i d o r  and then  t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n  e v e r y  c l a s s  would 
rush t o  t h e  d o o r s  and open same. blow t h e i r  
w h i s t l e s  h a r d ,  a l l  t h e  hoys would be h u s t l e d  o u t  
i n t o  t h e  p l a y g r o u n d , ? r ~ d  l i n e d  up s t r i c t l y .  The 



headmaster  would look a t  h i s  watch and t e l l  u s  
how proud he was t h a t  we had bea ten  t h e  l a s t  
f i r e - d r i l l  t u r n  o u t ,  by s o  many seconds .  

Here i s  a  t r u e  s t o r y  concern ing  me. One day I 
became a  b i t  d a r i n g  and naughty.  I and 4 o t h e r  
boys decided we would pay the d o l l y  ( o r  t h e  
t r u a n t )  i n s t e a d  o f  go ing  t o  s c h o o l .  A t  9 o ' c l o c k  
we a l l  made o u r  way up t o  Queen ' s  ?ark  t o  f i s h  
i n  t h e  l a k e  f o r  some t a d p o l e s .  We thought  i t  was 
f i n e  fun u n t i l ,  w i t h o u t  any warn ing ,  w e  were a11 
cornered  by a  pol iceman.  Ye asked u s  why we were 
away from s c h o o l .  b y w a y :  He knew what we had 
done.  He gave us  a  good t a l k i n g  t o  and then gave 
us a l l  a  good c u f f  around o u r  e a r s  w i t h  h i s  hard 
g l o v e s .  

But t h i s  i s  no t  t h e  end. I a r r i v e d  home a t  abou t  
t h e  same time a s  my b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  ( 5  p a s t  
1 2 ) .  We were a l l  e n j o y i n g  o u r  d i n n e r ,  when t h e  
d o o r  knocker went bang : U o s t a i r s  t o  t h e  f r o n t  
d o o r  goes  my mother  and I heard a  g r u f f  vo ice  
s a y .  "Coes A l b e r t  Paul  l i v e  here?"  Immediately 
my h e a r t  went i n t o  my mouth, because  I knew i t  
was t h e  School Board O f f i c e r .  I g o t  up from t h e  
d i n n e r  t a b l e ,  r a n . o u t  i n t o  t h e  W.C. A l l  o f  a  
sudden my mother was c a l l i n g  down t h e  s t a i r s .  
"Ber t?  Ber t?"  Of c o u r s e ,  my b r o t h e r s  t o l d  h e r  
where I was. 9 u t  s h e  came t o  t h e  W.C. ( i n  a  
temper) .  g o t  hold o f  my e a r  and took  me u p s t a i r s  t o  
t h e  School  Board O f f i c e r .  He p u t  t h e  wind up me 
w i t h  h i s  s t e r n  v o i c e ,  and t o l d  me t h a t  me and 4 
o t h e r  boys had n o t  been t o  schoo l  t h a t  morning. 
He t o l d  my mother  t o  g i v e  me a  good h i d i n g  and 
then when F a t h e r  came home t o  l e t  him g i v e  me a  



good h i d i n g .  Oh! oh! I never  p layed t r u a n t  any 
more. 

A l a r g e  b e l l  t o l l e d  twice a  day.  10 t o  9 mornings 
and 1 0  t o  2 a f t e r  d i n n e r ,  and no e x c u s e  f o r  be ing  
l a t e .  Every s o  o f t e n  t h e  schoo l  d o c t o r  would 
examine you and should  he f i n d  you had some very  
bad t e e t h  ( o r  s u f f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  t o o t h a c h e )  he 
would send you up t o  t h e  Denta l  H o s p i t a l  (which 
was then  i n  Queen 's  Road) t o  have them p u l l e d  o u t .  

I remember. mysel f .  having t o  have 2 t e e t h  p u l l e d  
o u t .  3ne o f  my o l d e r  b r o t h e r s  came w i t h  me t o  t h e  
Den ta l  H o s p i t a l  and when t h e  man i n  t h e  long  w h i t e  
c o a t  asked which one was t o  have the t e e t h  p u l l e d  
o u t  I s a i d  very  meekly. "Me S i r ! "  He then looked 
a t  my b r o t h e r  and s a i d .  "What have you come up 
h e r e  f o r  - t o  ' o l l e r  ( s h o u t )  f o r  h i m ! "  (Not much 
sympathy t h o s e  d a y s )  Wel l ,  he p u l l e d  them o u t  
(and no f r e e z i n g ) .  My word. I can s t i l l  f e e l  the 
pa in .  He then  showed me where t o  r i n s e  my mouth 
o u t .  I t  was i n  a  narrow c o r r i d o r  and f i x e d  t o  t h e  
w a l l  was a  hal f - round g u t t e r  ( l i k e  t h e y  have on 
houses )  w i t h  a  c o l d  w a t e r  t a p  coming o u t  o f  t h e  w a l l .  
I looked around f o r  a  mug o r  something t o  p u t  t h e  
w a t e r  i n .  There  was an enamel mug, f i x e d  t o  a  
long  c h a i n  ( s o  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  p inch i t ) .  My 
b r o t h e r  t h e n  had t o  l i f t  me up,  t o  s p i t  t h e  blood 
and w a t e r  o u t  of  my mouth, because  I was too  s h o r t  
L O  reach  the g u t t e r .  

(Those were t h e  d a y s )  





our spare time 

Here now i s  how we occup ieo  o u r  s p a r e  time. A l l  
t h e  roads  o f  e v e r y  s t r e e t  o r  h i l l  were  f l i n t s  and 
s t o n e  r o l l e d  i n  w i t h  a  mass ive  s t e a m - r o l l e r  (1Q 
t o n ) ,  w i t h  b lack smoke b e l c h i n g  o u t  t h e  f u n n e l .  
A f t e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  time w i t h  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  h o r s e  
and c a r t  t r a f f i c  t h e  f l i n t s  and s t o n e s  would 
break up i n t o  f i n e  g r i t .  Us boys ,  t h e n ,  would 
go around t h e  s t r e e t s  w i t h  b u c k e t s ,  brooms and 
s h o v e l s ,  sweep up t h i s  g r i t  and f i l l  t h e  bucke t .  
t a k i n g  same t o  a  house (where  we knew they  k e p t  
c h i c k e n s  i n  t h e i r  hack-yard) .  We would knock on 
the d o o r ,  then show the  l a d y  or  man t h e  bucket  
o f  g r i t  and s a y .  "Do you want any g r i t  f o r  y o u r  
chicken?"  They would s a y .  "How much?" "2 pence 
a  bucke t  S i r ! "  Us boys d i d  well a t  t h i s  game. 

0 
f 
a, 

T2 
The t r a f f i c  through t h e  s t r e e t s  was ! torses and 

3 c a r t s ,  wheelbarrows.  e t c .  Well: On e v e r y  road .  
0 
E i n  e v e r y  s t r e e t ,  where the h o r s e s  t r o t t e d ,  was 

p l e n t y  o f  dung. Out would come o u r  s h o v e l s  and 
V: b u c k e t s  a g a i n  and c o l l e c t  t h e  h o r s e  dung,  f i l l  
2 -. t h e  b u c k e t s  up and.  where a  l a r g e  house had a  n i c e  
V: garden.  t h e  same p rocedure .  "Want a  n i c e  bucke t  
. .> o f  dung Lady ( o r  Si  r! ! )  f o r  t h e  garden?" Again 
* 
n they would s a y .  "How much?" "2% pence."  (Or  3 

r > pence i f  t h e  bucke t  was b i g ) .  "Yes: B r i n g  i t  
E 
o i n ,  and some more tomorrow." N e a r l y  e v e r y  house * 
.+ i n  a l l  t h e  working c l a s s  d i s t r i c t s  kep t  2 o r  3 
Fc m r a b b i t s ,  c h i c k e n s  o r  p igeons  i n  their back 
U gardens  and t h e s e  t h e y  would k i l l  f o r  t h e  



I iiri stmas d i n n e r .  

Sheep and b u l l o c k s  would a r r i v e  i n  the r a i l w a y  
1,)oodsyard ( a t  t h e  top  of  C h e a p s i d e ) .  These  were 
bundled o u t  o f  the r a i l w a y  trucks,  then  herded 
t o g e t h e r  by t h e  d r o v e r s  and d r i v e n  down th rough  
lhe s t r e e t s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  s l a u g h t e r h o u s e s .  
S e v e r a l  were s i t u a t e d  i n  Vine S t r e e t  ( o f f  North  
Road). I .  myse l f .  would f o l l o w  t h e  c a t t l e  down 
from t h e  s t a t i o n ,  see them d r i v e n  i n t o  the 
s l a u g h t e r h o u s e s  and then bang: would go t h e  
g a t e s  s h u t .  I would f i n d  a  h o l e  i n  one  o f  the 
g a t e s  and s t a n d  f o r  2 o r  3 hours  wa tch ing  t h e  
s laughtermen k i l l  t h e  b u l l o c k s .  They would p u t  
a rope around t h e  horns and head o f  the b u l l o c k .  
l i e  the rope  t o  a  s t r o n g  wooden p o s t ,  and t i e  t h e  
2 back l e g s  t o  some r i n g s  i n  the f l o o r .  Then the 
man would g e t  the po1e;axe ( a  t o o l  w i t h  a  l o n g  
hand le  and a  smal l  p ickaxe  h e a d ) ,  t a k e  h i s  aim 
I t h e  r i g h t  s p o t  on t h e  a n i m a l ' s  neck and t h e n  
w i t h  a  mighty swipe  he would b r i n g  the pole-axe 
down d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  s p o t  he aimed f o r  2nd down 
woul~l  f a l l  (on h i s  f r o n t  l e g s )  t h e  b u l l o c k ,  k i l l e d  
i n s t a n t l y .  They'd u n t i e  t h e  r o p e s ,  p u t  more rope 
t a c k l e  around t h e  head and haul the body u p r i g h t .  
C I , ~  would come t h e i r  s h a r p  k n i v e s ,  r i p  the 
,?nimal ' S  body open ,  t a k e  nut a1 l t h e  i n n a r d s ,  e t c .  
Th i s  i s  where I had seen  ~ n o u q h ,  s o  home I went. 

boys and g i r l s  wou.ld have I~oops .  The boys '  were 
m e t a l .  111e g i r l s '  were wooden. We would u s e  long 
s t r o n y  s t i cks  t o  knock t h e m  - t h e  q u i c k e r  and 
h a r d e r  you knocked t h e  f a s t e r  you had t o  run.  
I f  us boys cou ld  a f f o r d  i t  we would buy a  s k e l l e r .  
l ' h i s  was a  s t e e l  hooked a f f a i r  d r i v e n  i n t o  a  round 



hand le .  We would, a s  t h e  i r o n  hoop was r u n n i r ~ g .  
p l a c e  the hook on t o  t h e  hoop and push ha rd .  
T h i s  would make t h e  hoop r e v o l v e  f a s t e r ,  and t h e  
f a s t e r  we had t o  run.  Many a  t ime  we would 
bounce the hoops up and down t h e  k e r b s ,  and a l l  
o f  a  sudden t h e  meta l  hoop would snap .  Then we 
had t o  worry  o u r  p a r e n t s  f o r  some money t o  havr 
t h e  hoop welded a t  t h e  b l a c k s m i t h s .  These were 
very  i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e s ,  because  t h e y  would a l s o  
shoe  the h o r s e s ,  e t c .  

S t i l l  on the q u e s t i o n  of  h o r s e s ,  I would l i k e  t o  
add t h a t  when we were  c h i l d r e n  (aged between 5 : , t ~ : ~  

14 )  t h o s e  o f  us  who l i v e d  around and about. the 
Queen ' s  Park  a r e a  went t o  a  Sunday Schoo l .  
s i t u a t e d  i n  I s l i n g w o r d  Poad and c a l l e d  the 
I s l i n g w o r d  Road Mission H a l l  ( i t ' s  s t i l l  h e r e  
and go ing  s t r o n y ) .  Wel l ,  i f  we a l l  a t t e n d e d  v r r \  
r e g u l a r l y  we were g iven  a  summer t r e a t .  Here i s  
t h e  s t o r y .  Down I s l ingword  Road on t h e  r i g h t  
t h e r e  was a  c o a l  yard  and t h e  owner, a  Mr. Hawkins 
had 3 h o r s e s  and 3 c o a l  c a r t s .  On t h e  day of oul. 
summer t r e a t ,  he used t o  p o l i s h  up t h e  3 s e t s  o!' 
h a r n e s s  and we l l  s c r u b  and wash down h i s  3 coal  
c a r t s ,  b lacken  t h e  h o r s e s '  hooves,  and then m a h r  
h i s  way up t o  t h e  Mission H a l l ,  w i t h  these 3 
h o r s e s  and c a r t s .  

The t e a c h e r s  would I tr ing o u t  some hard  wooden 
forms which would be roped s e c u r e l y  t o  the c a r t s .  
and then  o u t  would come a  p a i r  o f  wooden s t e p s .  
About 40 t o  45  c h i l d r e n  would g e t  up i n t o  t h e s e  
3 c a r t s .  When everyone  was s e t t l e d  and o u r  Mums 
had g iven  us some spend ing  money (which t h e y  coulc! 
i l l  a f f o r d )  t h e r e  was a  good wave, a  k iss  from 



t hem and away t h e  h o r s e s  would p l o d ,  down 
I s l i n g w o r d  Road. a c r o s s  t o  Union Road, up 
D i t c h l i n g  Road, down Viaduc t  Road. a l o n g  P r e s t o n  
Road. up Dyke Road D r i v e  and then  i n t o  a  l a r g e  
house i n  Dyke Road c a l l e d  Penn ies  F i e l d  (which 
belonged t o  6 kind-hear ted  l ady  and g e n t l e m a n ) .  
Out of  t h e  c a r t s  we'd sc ramble .  i n t o  some l o v e l y  
l a r g e  g a r d e n s  and lawns. Here we would have 
r u n n i n g  r a c e s ,  egg-and-spoon and sack  r a c e s .  
There  were  coconu t  s h i e s  and s t a l l s  t o  buy sweets 
and f r u i t  ( a l 1 " v e r y  cheap f o r  u s  poor  c h i l d r e n ) .  
At abou t  4 o ' c l o c k - a  b e l l  w o u l d a t o l l  t e l l i n g  us  
c h i l d r e n  t h a t  i t  was t e a - t i m e  and w e r e n ' t  w e  
e x c i t e d  t o  s e e  t h e s e  l o n g  t a b l e s  l a i d  o u t  w i t h  
b read  and margar ine .  c a k e s  and j e l l i e s ,  e tc . '  The 
M i n i s t e r  would c a l l  hush ,  s a y  g r a c e  and away we 
tucked i n t o  wha tever  we cou ld  e a t ,  a l s o  w a i t e d  on 
w i t h  mugs o f  t e a .  e t c .  The time soon came t o  
r e t u r n  home. s o  up i n t o  t h e  c a r t s  we g o t  and back 
home. t h e  same way we had come, f e e l i n g  q u i t e  
proud w i t h  t h e  h o r s e s  p l o d d i n g  a l o n g  and a r r i v i n g  
back a t  t h e  Miss ion H a l l  t i r e d  and e x c i t e d  t o  s e e  
o u r  Mums a g a i n .  

B i c y c l e s  t h o s e  d a y s  had s o l i d  r u b b e r  t y r e s  and 
a l s o  had no s p r i n g s  u n d e r  t h e  s a d d l e  s e a t .  My 
word! P e d d l i n g  a l o n g  th rough  t h e  s treets  w i t h  
p o t  h o l e s  h e r e  and t h e r e  t h e  b i k e  would bounce 
up and down and what a  j a r  you g o t  s i t t i n g  on 
t h e  s a d d l e .  Talk  abou t  p a i n f u l  and s o r e :  Us 
boys used t o  tuck some o l d  r a g  u n d e r  t h e  s e a t  t o  
t r y  and make i t  more c o m f o r t a b l e .  

Here a r e  2 of  t h e  games we used t o  p l a y .  Us boys 
used t o  go around t h e  s treets  i n  t h e  town p i c k i n g  



up c h e r r y  p i p s .  We would g e t  a  b i g  bag f u l l ,  take 
them home, wash t h e m  w e l l .  then d r y  them i n  t h e  
k i t c h e n  range  oven.  Out  we would go,  meet t h e  
o t h e r  boys who had done t h e  same, then s a y .  "Play 
you Cher ry  Lobs?" "Yes:" "Right .  How many up?" 
Perhaps  we would d e c i d e  10 up (any  number o f  boys 
would p l a v  t o g e t h e r ) .  O n  a  c e r t a i n  r a i n w a t e r  p i p e  
( w i t h  a  good shoe  a t  t h e  bottom) you would p u t  10 
c h e r r y  p i p s  i n  y o u r  hand,  and t h r u s t  t h e  hand hard 
up t h i s  s h o e ,  which would send t h e  c h e r r y  p i p s  w e l l  
up t h e  r a i n w a t e r  p i p e .  Then, when t h e y  a l l  r o l l e d  

,down a g a i n  we would t a k e  n o t i c e  where the p i p  had 
r o l l e d  away from t h e  p i p e  t h e  f a r t h e s t .  I f  i t  was 
y o u r s  you would keep y o u r  e y e  on i t .  A l l  t h e  
o t h e r  boys would f o l l o w ,  each  s e n d i n g  t h e i r  10 p i p s  
up t h e  s h o o t  ( o r  p i p e ) .  Wel l ,  a t  t h e  end t h e  boy 
whose p i p  had r o l l e d  o u t  t h e  f a r t h e s t  ( t h a t ' s  how 
we used t o  t a l k )  would p i c k  up a l l  t h e  p i p s .  
Should t h e r e  have been s i x  boys p l a y i n g  . t h e  
winner  would c o l l e c t  up 60 c h e r r y  p i p s .  We c a l l e d  
t h i s  game Cherry  Lobbing. 

The g i r l s  p layed  But tons .  I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  g i r l s  
c o l l e c t i n g  p i p s  they  would c o l l e c t  a l l  k i n d s  o f  
b u t t o n s  (any  s i z e ) .  They would ask  t h e i r  mothers  
f o r  o l d  c l o t h e s  t o  c u t  o f f  a l l  the b u t t o n s .  and 
d i d n ' t  you have t o  watch your  s i s t e r s .  They w0u.d 
c u t  o f f  your  b u t t o n s  i f  y o u r  c o a t  was hanging up 
( t h e r e  was many a  f i g h t  between b r o t h e r s  and 
s i s t e r s  o v e r  t h i s ) .  A g i r l  would mark a  l a r g e  
s q u a r e  i n  c h a l k  up n e a r  t h e  w a l l  o f  a  house. ?hey 
would a lways  mark ' O X I '  i n  t h e  c e n t r e .  The same 
p r o c e d u r e  d e c i d e d  how many b u t t o n s  each  would p l a y .  
s a y  10 e a c h .  Each g i r l ,  one  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r .  
would p l a c e  10 h u t t o n s  on t h e  k e r b s t o n e ,  i n  l i n e  



w i t h  t h e  chalked s q u a r e .  Then they would f l i c k  
each  b u t t o n  ( w i t h  t h e  thumb and f i n g e r )  forward 
u n t i l  they a l l  went i n t o  the square .  A f t e r  a l l  
t h e  g i r l s  ( s a y  6) had f l i c k e d  t h e i r  b u t t o n s  on to  
t h e  chalked s q u a r e .  t h e  g i r l  whose b u t t o n  was 
n e a r e s t .  o r  o n ,  t h e  ' X '  o f  OX0 would g a t h e r  up a l l  
t h e  b u t t o n s .  60 a g a i n  i n  a l l .  The g i r l s  c a l l e d  
t h i s  game Up t h e  B u t t o n s .  

I n  t h e  1900s t h e r e  was no r a d i o .  no t e l e v i s i o n ,  
n o t  t h e  d a n c e s ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any b i n g o ,  so we used 
t o  amuse o u r s e l v e s  a t  home. I f  t h e  p a r e n t s  were 
good t o  you t h e y ' d  p l a y  c a r d s  w i t h  you, o r  you'd 
amuse y o u r s e l v e s ,  o r  you'd go o u t  w i t h  your  mother. 
My o l d e s t  s i s t e r  saved up a  l i t t l e  money and bought 
a  second-hand harmonium. T h i s  was p u t  i n t o  t h e  
k i t c h e n .  Every s o  o f t e n  we would a l l  s i t  around 
and have a  good ' o l e  sing-song.  Well .  e v e r y t h i n g  
went w e l l  f o r  a  few weeks, then Dad g o t  t i r e d  o f  
h e a r i n g  t h i s  harmonium. I t  was one  Sunday even ing  
and my s i s t e r  kep t  p l a y i n g  songs  and hymns combined. 
My Dad wanted t o  r e i d  h i s  Sunday newspaper (The 
Sunday News). Suddenly he shou ted .  "Ed ie ,  s t o p  
t h a t  h o r r i b l e  n o i s e .  I want t o  read my p a p e r . "  
But Ed ie  con t inued  t o  p l a y ,  i g n o r i n g  my f a t h e r ' s  
s h o u t s .  He cou ld  s t a n d  i t  no l o n g e r .  Ve threw 
h i s  p a p e r  down, g o t  o u t  o f  h i s  c h a i r  and o v e r  he 
went t o  t h e  harmonium. I n  h i s  temper he p u l l e d  t h e  
c h a i r  away from Edie  q u i c k l y .  Of c o u r s e ,  s h e  f e l l  
o n t o  the f l o o r  and b u r s t  o u t  c r y i n g .  My mother 
t o l d  my f a t h e r  o f f  i n  more words than o n e .  Peace 
was then r e s t o r e d .  

We had a  very good-natured f a t h e r  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  
he was very qu ick  tempered.  As t h e  y e a r s  passed by 



we would s i t  and  r e c a l l  t h e s e  p a s t  e v e n t s  and 
combine  them w i t h  a  good l a u g h .  Us c h i l d r e n  w e r e  
n o t  a1 lowed t o  r e a d  t h e  Sunday newspape r s .  I f  we 
d i d  g l a n c e  my f a t h e r  would s a y  s t e r n l y .  " P u t  t h a t  
down, t h a t ' s  n o t  f o r  you t o  r e a d . "  P r o p e r  
' V i c t o r i a n '  d a y s :  

Eve ry  Sunday  w e ' d  go f o r  a  w a l k .  O u r  f a v o u r i t e  
wa lk  was t h e  c e m e t e r y ,  which  was v e r y  funny  b u t  
t h a t  was what  Mum used  t o  d o ,  t a k e  u s  up the 
cemetery. I f  t h e y  u s e d  t o  see u s  boys  hopp ing  
o v e r  t h e  g r a v e s  t h e y  u sed  t o  t e l l  u s  o f f .  We used  
t o  go b l a c k b e r r y  p i c k i n g  there. You used  t o  g e t  
some l o v e l y  b l a c k b e r r i e s  i n  t h e  c e m e t e r y .  T h e r e  
w e r e  t h r e e  cemeteries i n  B r i g h t o n  and we would t a k e  
a  t u r n ,  o n e  Sunday  B r i g h t o n  and P r e s t o n  Cemetery .  
a n o t h e r  Sunday Hove Cemetery  and s o  o n .  T h a t ' s  
wha t  we u s e d  t o  d o  t o  amuse o u r s e l v e s ,  and  u s e d  t o  
p l a y  l u d o ,  s n a k e s  and l a d d e r s ,  and  d r a w i n g .  We 
u s e d  t o  go t o  the b e a c h ,  and there was B r i g h t o n  
L e v e l .  3 f  c o u r s e .  t h a t ' s  b e t t e r  t o d a y  t h a n  i t  
u s e d  t o  be .  I t  u s e d  t o  b e  v e r y  rough  i n  t h o s e  
d a y s .  Then t h e r e  was Queen ' s  P a r k ,  w h e r e  t h e y  u s e d  
t o  have  l i t t l e  b o a t s .  We u s e d  t o  go up there 
t a d p o l i n g .  

T h e r e  i s  o n e  more i t e m  o f  i n t e r e s t  I would l i k e  t o  
end  w i t h  - u s  b o y s '  and g i r l s '  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  
c inema .  S i t u a t e d  i n  Lewes Road (whe re  t h e  B r i g h t o n  
Labour  C lub  i s  now) was a  c inema c a l l e d  t h e  A r c a d i a .  
When o u r  p a r e n t s  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  u s  a  l i t t l e  
pocket-money u s  s c h o o l c h i l d r e m  would go t o  t h e  
A r c a d i a  o f  a  S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  l i n e  u p  a t  t h e  
t i c k e t  o f f i c e  and pay 1 penny.  The l a d y  would g i v e  
u s  a  heavy m e t a l  t i c k e t  ( s q u a r e )  w i t h  a  h o l e  i n  



t h e  c e n t r e .  T h i s  was t aken  from u s  by the 
a t t e n d a n t .  He would then  s l i d e  a l l  these meta l  
t i c k e t s  o n t o  a  rod ;  t h e s e  would then  be t aken  back 
t o  t h e  o f f i c e  and used o v e r  and o v e r  a g a i n .  I n  
t h e  cinema we would g o ,  se t t l e  i n t o  t h e  s e a t s  and 
w a i t  e x c i t e d l y  f o r  t h e  f i l m s  t o  s t a r t .  A l l  o f  a  
sudden the  l i g h t s  would dim. t h e  c u r t a i n s  drawn 
o v e r  t h e  windows, and up would s t r ike  the p iano .  

The p i c t u r e s  ( a s  we c a l l e d  them) would commence. 
Near ly  a lways  t h i s  was cowboys and I n d i a n s  on 
horseback  s h o o t i n g  and k i l l i n g .  As t h e  b a t t l e  
h o t t e d  up ,  so t h e  p iano  would p l a y  l o u d e r  and 
q u i c k e r .  making the ' a tmosphere  more and more 
e x c i t i n g .  But t r a g e d y  would s t r ike  - t h e  f i l m  
would snap  sudden ly  and t h e  s c r e e n  would become 
a  b l a n k ,  w i t h  g r e a t  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  from us  
c h i l d r e n .  There  was g f e a t  e x c i t e m e n t  up i n  the 
p r o j e c t i o n  room, r e p a i r i n g  t h e  broken f i l m .  A t  
l a s t ,  t h i s  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t .  t h e  f i l m  r e s t a r t e d  
amid g r e a t  c h e e r s  from u s  c h i l d r e n .  A f t e r  abou t  
2 hours  t h e  show would come t o  an  end w i t h  t h e  
showing on t h e  s c r e e n  o f  t h e  King,  t h e  p iano  
p l o n k i n g  away Cfld Save  Our  King. Up went t h e  
l i g h t s ,  t h e  c u r t a i n  thrown back ,  and o u t  we a l l  
t rooped  i n t o  the d a y l i g h t  having en joyed  o u r  
S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  a t  the p i c t u r e s .  



poverty 

The p u b l i c  houses were  open a l l  day and up t o  
midn igh t  and t h i s  js  where most o f  the p e o p l e ' s  
money went.  c a u s i n g  m i s e r y  i n  t h e  homes and 
s h o r t a g e  o f  food f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  P a r e n t s  had 
very  l i t t l e  money t o  buy food and the shopkeepers  
knew they  cou ld  d i d d l e  the cus tomers ,  so make a 
l o t  o f  money. They would l e t  the mothers  have 
v a r i o u s  foods  on t h e  book ( o r  c r e d i t ) ,  The 
c h i l d r e n  would go i n t o  t h e  shops and s a y .  " g l b  
marge. l l b  s u g a r ,  p i n t  o f  f l o u r ,  a t i n  o f  m i l k . "  
They were g iven  t h e  goods and no money p a i d ,  b u t  
e v e r y t h i n g  went i n t o  a book. A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  
week when f a t h e r  was p a i d ,  t h e s e  cus tomers  were 
expec ted  t o  pay - p l u s  t h e  e x t r a  t h e y  d i d n ' t  know 
a b o u t .  I f  they  d i d  n o t  pay up t h e r e  were  no goods 
f o r  them t h e  n e x t  week. Then, a s  wages and working 
c o n d i t i o n s  improved t h e  shopkeepers  would p u t  up a 
l a r g e  n o t i c e  i n  t h e  shop:  ' P l e a s e  do n o t  a sk  f o r  
t r u s t  a s  a r e f u s a l  o f t e n  o f f e n d s ' .  Of c o u r s e .  
p o v e r t y  was caused by too  many p u b l i c  houses .  b e e r  
and very  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s .  

The r e a s o n  why c h i l d r e n  and a d u l t s  d i e d  young was 
because  d o c t o r s  and h o s p i t a l s  had n o t  p r o g r e s s e d  
i n  s c i e n c e  and medic ine  ( a s  they  have today)  b u t  
t h e  r e a l  r e a s o n .  w i t h  working c l a s s  f a m i l i e s ,  was 
because  t h e  d o c t o r  would want 1 / 6  e v e r y  time he 
v i s i t e d  you. The p a r e n t s  cou ld  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  pay.  
s o  the a t t e n t i o n  w a s n ' t  g i v e n .  T h e r e f o r e .  d e a t h  
would happen. 





I would l i k e  t o  mention t h a t  when anyone i n  t h e  
s treet  was s e r i o u s l y  i l l  ( t h e  roads  b e i n g  hard  and 
f l i n t y ) ,  t h e  neighbours  would g e t  b a l e s  o f  hay and 
s t r a w  and sp read  o v e r  t h e  road t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  
c l a t t e r  o f  the h o r s e s  and c a r t s  and t o  t r y  and n o t  
d i s t u r b  the s i c k  pe r son  w i t h  t h e  n o i s e .  Should a  
person d i e  the door  knockers  were  covered w i t h  c l o t h  
so t h a t  t h e  n o i s e  o f  t h e  bang would be deadened. 
A l l  the mourners would be d r e s s e d  i n  b l a c k  c l o t h e s  
(men and women). T h i s  i s  where the t a l l y  man made 
a  l o t  o f  money. A l l  t h e  h a n d k e r c h i e f s  were edged 
w i t h  a  wide b l a c k  l i n e .  Also  t h e  n o t e p a p e r  and 
enve lopes  were edged w i t h  a  b lack l i n e  a l l  round.  
The dead person would be  p laced  i n  a  c o f f i n .  T h i s  
would be p laced  on wooden t r e s t l e s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  
room o f  t h e  home and e v e r y  s o  o f t e n  f r i e n d s  o r  
neighbours  would come i n ,  t a k e  a  l a s t  look  a t  t h e  
pe r son  i n  t h e  c o f f i n ,  and a  good many would bend 
down and k i s s  t h e  dead person.  The day  o f  t h e  

U 
c f u n e r a l  would a r r i v e .  Up would come t h e  h e a r s e  
0 a and c a r r i a g e s .  drawn by l o v e l y  b l a c k  s t a l l i o n s .  
.Y Some would be s i n g l e  h o r s e  b u t  i f  one  had p l e n t y  
U 
m of money t h e r e  would be  b l a c k  h o r s e s  i n  p a i r s .  So 
a o f f  t o  t h e  cemetery (how t imes  have a l t e r e d  s i n c e ) .  
", Everyone i n  t h e  s t r e e t  would draw a l l  t h e i r  
c 
W c u r t a i n s  i n  sympathy. 
W - 
3 
W On t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  d o c t o r s .  These p o v e r t y  days .  
13 
o w i t h  money b e i n g  very  s c a r c e .  some very  t h o u g h t f u l  
m d o c t o r s  who s t u d i e d  t h e  poor  set up some 
C .- s u r g e r i e s  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  town so t h a t  t h e  
c 
01 p a t i e n t s  could  v i s i t  them, i n s t e a d  o f  having t o  go 
a 
o t o  t h e  doc to r s '  p r i v a t e  houses.  These s u r g e r i e s  
a were empty o l d  shops .  The d o c t o r s  would have them 
c 
E- p a i r t e d  a , v e r y  da rk  brown p a i n t ,  because  t h i s  would 





n o t  show t h e  d i r t  o r  d u s t  and l a s t e d  f o r  a  good 
many y e a r s .  They a l s o  l a i d  d a r k  brown l i n o  on t h e  
f l o o r s ,  then  p u t  hard  wooden forms around t h e  w a l l s .  
There  would be  one  g a s  l i g h t  hanging down from t h e  
c e n t r e  o f  the c e i l i n g  o r  on t h e  w a l l  and t h i s ,  i n  
t h e  w i n t e r  t ime .  was very  dim and d i n g y .  A 
p a r a f f i n  s t o v e  used t o  warm t h e  room. The l a r g e  
shop window (what  was) was a l s o  p a i n t e d  34 o f  t h e  
way up t h e  g l a s s .  t o  s t o p  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  go ing  
by s e e i n g  i n t o  t h e  s u r g e r y ,  a g a i n  making t h e  
s u r r o u n d i n g s  i n s i d e  very  d i s m a l .  

I have s e e n  d o c t o r s  t a k i n g  up their  p r a c t i c e s  and 
v i s i t i n g  l h e i r  p a t i e n t s  gn f o o t .  Then a s  they  
accumulated a  l i t t l e  more money t h e y  would go 
around on a  b i c y c l e .  from t h i s  t o  a  motor c y c l e .  
As times improved g e n e r a l l y  t h e y  bought motor c a r s .  
and from t h o s e  days  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  days  ( a s  we a l l  

3 know) they  have t h e  f i n e s t  motor c a r s  g o i n g ,  and 
0 
X up t o  d a t e  s u r g e r i e s ;  b r i g h t ,  c l e a n  and c h e e r f u l .  
L0 - 
4 - The d o c t o r  would make up t h e  r e q u i r e d  medic ine  
[O h i m s e l f .  There  was no such t h i n g  a s  c a p s u l e s .  
,S 
V) s p e c i a l  p i l l s  o r  t a b l e t s .  Should t h e r e  be any 
L, 
m p a r t i c u l a r  med ic ine  o r  o i n t m e n t s  t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r  
S h a d n ' t  g o t  ( a l s o  knowing t h a t  the  p a t i e n t  had no 
E .- money t o  pay f o r  i t ) ,  h e  would g i v e  you a  s o r t  o f  
Q p r e s c r i p t i o n  n o t e .  You would have t o  t a k e  t h i s  t o  m 
L, the Poor  P e o p l e ' s  D i s p e n s a r y ,  s i t u a t e d  i n  D i t c h l i n g  
0 
L Road ( a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Upper Lewes Road). Here 
V) a g a i n ,  when you went i n t o  the w a i t i n g  room. - 
C everywhere  was d a r k  brown p a i n t  and the w a l l s  a  
.3 
Y d a r k  g reen .  There  would be  long  wooden forms t o  
2. s i t  on.  L e t  i n  the w a l l  was a  s e r v i n g  ha tch .  
C1 Suddenly  t h i s  would s l i d e  back w i t h  a  c r a s h ,  a  s t e r n  



v o i c e  would s a y .  "Next p l e a s e !  Come a l o n g  now, 
n e x t  p l e a s e : "  ( I m p a t i e n t . )  You'd g i v e  your  
p r e s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h i s  d i s p e n s e r .  bang s h u t  would go 
t h e  t r a p  ha tch  door .  Then you would s i t  down and 
w a i t .  A l l  o f  a  sudden open would come t h e  t r a p  
h a t c h  d o o r ,  c a l l  o u t  t h e  name, g i v e  you the b o t t l e  
o f  med ic ine  o r  o i n t m e n t .  and away you would go. 
t h a n k f u l  t o  g e t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  f r e s h  a i r  a g a i n .  
T h i s  Poor P e o p l e ' s  Dispensa ry  b u i l d i n g  s t i l l  s t a n d s  
today - t h e  h e a l t h  peop le  u s e  i t  f o r  mass c h e s t  
r ad iography .  

P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  working c l a s s  houses  were l e t  a t  
a  weekly r e n t a l .  There  were  so many empty houses  
i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t r e e t s  because  f a m i l i e s  cou ld  no t  
a f f o r d  t o  pay t h e  r e n t .  To encourage a  t e n a n t  t o  
t a k e  o v e r  a  house,  t h e  owner would show t h e  t e n a n t s  
o v e r  t h e  house and s a y  he was p repared  t o  p a i n t .  
d e c o r a t e  and paper  t h e  w a l l s  o f  e v e r y  room. Then 
he would a c c e p t  a  week's r e n t  and hand o v e r  t h e  
d o o r  key. I would l i k e  t o  add t h a t ,  w i t h  some 
f a m i l i e s .  they  would g e t  behind w i t h  t h e i r  r e n t .  
Should  they owe 6 o r  7 weeks' rent they  would h i r e  
a  hand barrow ( a t  1 penny p e r  hour)  from Dawkin's 
Forge  i n  M a r s h a l l ' s  Row and do a  moonl ight  f l i t .  
They would p u t  a l l  the i r  b i t s  and piece's o f  
f u r n i t u r e  o n t o  t h e  barrow and c l e a r  o f f  t o  an  
unknown d e s t i n a t i o n .  so g e t  c l e a r  o f  paying the 
a r r e a r s  o f  r e n t .  Some were t r a c e d ,  o t h e r s  were  n o t .  
b u t  t h i s  was s o  common nobody took any n o t i c e .  The 
move was a lways  c a r r i e d  o u t  very  l a t e  a t  n i g h t ,  t h i s  
b e i n g  t h e  reason  o f  b e i n g  c a l l e d  a  moonl ight  f l i t .  

The S a l v a t i o n  Army were very  good t o  t h e  poor  
f a m i l i e s .  About 3 t i m e s  a  y e a r  they  would g i v e  t o  



a b o u t  200 boys and g i r l s  a  t e a - p a r t y  a t  t h e  Congress 
H a l l  ( s t i l l  t h e r e  t o d a y ) .  We had t o  t a k e  o u r  own 
mugs o r  cups.  These t h e y  would f i l l  w i t h  t e a .  then 
g i v e  everyone a  paper  bag c o n t a i n i n g  v a r i o u s  cakes  
and b i s c u i t s  ( s u p p l i e d  by some l o c a l  t h o u g h t f u l  
t r adesmen) .  T h i s  l i t t l e  o u t i n g  we looked forward 
t o .  

Another  f i n e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  l a d i e s  and gentlemen 
belonged t o  a  church  i n  Ann S t r e e t  ( s t i l l  t h e r e  
today ,  b u t  ready f o r  d e m o l i t i o n )  c a l l e d  t h e  [.ondoll 
Road Congrega t iona l  Church. Every S u n d a  af ternoor!  
i n  t h e  church  was he ld  a  m e n ' s m e e t i n g  c a l l p d  the 
P.S.A., meaning a  P l e a s a n t  Sunday A f t e r n o o n .  My 
f a t h e r  was a  member. Every w i n t e r  t h e  m i n i s t e r  
knew ( a f t e r  a  few e n q u i r i e s )  t h e  members who wer r  
l i v i n g  under  poor  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Wel l ,  Ihese  l a d i e s  
and gentlemen ( I  have mentioned p r e v i o u s l y  I WOII  lrl 
buy a  p i l e  o f  wool b l a n k e t s .  These  would he 
s u p p l i e d  i n  1 p a i r  o r  2 p a i r s  o r  even 3 p a i r s  1 4 . 1  

the members who had l a r g e  f a m i l i e s .  The member 
would pay l/- f o r  t h e  l o a n  o f  1 p a i r .  o r  1/f, f o r  
2 p a i r s .  The members ' h u l d  t a k e  these b l a n k e t s  
home t o  p u t  on t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  beds .  s o  keep t h e m  
warm th roughout  t h e  l o n g  winter. When t h e  s p r i n g  
a r r i v e d .  shou ld  the members r e t u r n  t h e s e  b l a n k e t s  
washed and c l e a n .  they  would have t h e i r  money 
refunded.  T h i s  went on f o r  'many y e a r s .  (My mother  
and f a t h e r  had 1 0 c h i l d r e n :  we were  very  t h a n k f u l  
f o r  these b l a n k e t s . )  





the Indian hospital 

The F i r s t  World War was dec lared  August 4th 1914 
(my age then being 11 y e a r s ) .  Several  schools  
were converted i n t o  h o s p i t a l s  f o r  wounded s o l d i e r s ,  
e t c . .  and the ch i ld ren  were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  
schools .  To cope w i t h  t hese  e x t r a  ch i ld ren  these  
o t h e r  schools  had t o  go on a ha l f  day bas i s  12 
ses s ions  a day ) .  One l o t  of ch i ld ren  would a t t end  
8.30 a.m. t o  12.30 p.m. and the  o t h e r  ch i ld ren  
would a t t end  12.30 p.m. t o  4.30 p.m. The old 
workhouse i n  E l m  Grove (now the  ar ighton  General 
Hosp i t a l )  was converted i n t o  a hosp i t a l  and 1-called 
the  Lord Ki t chene r ' s  Hospi ta l .  

Brighton Railway S t a t i o n  was t h e  scene of g r e a t  
a c t i v i t y  when the hospi ta l  t r a i n s  drew i n  ( d i r e c t  
from Dover) from France f u l l  of wounded s o l d i e r s  
and a g r e a t  many s t r e t c h e r  cases .  Us s ~ h o o l ~ h i l d r e n  
would ge t  as  near  as we could t o  the  platforms and 
see  t h e  Royal Army Medical Corps a t t end ing  the  
wounded and loading up the  vas t  number of Red Cross 
ambulances w i t h  s t r e t c h e r  c a s e s . e t c .  A l l  these  
wounded were s t i l l  covered i n  mud and f i l t h  from 
the  t rench warfare.  As these  ambulances sped on 
t h e i r  way t o  the  various h o s p i t a l s ,  us ch i ld ren  
p lus  t h e  general  pub l i c ,  would c l a p  our  hands and 
cheer  the wounded. 

The Royal Pavi l ion  was converted i n t o  an Indian 
Hospital and a g r e a t  many Indian s o l d i e r s  were 
t r e a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  wounds.. A g r ea t  many died of 



t h e i r  wounds. T h e i r  bod ies  were t aken  on t o  t h e  
h i l l s  o f  Patcham and cremated.  Th i s  s p o t  i s  
known a s  The C h a t t r i .  A l l  around the P a v i l i o n  
were ornamental  i r o n  r a i l i n g s  (now gone) and 
f i x e d  t o  t h e s e  was a  c l o s e l y  boarded wooden f e n c e  
abou t  8 f e e t  high ( f o r  p r i v a c y ) ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  
g e n e r a l 1  p u b l i c  from p e e r i n g  i n .  As some o f  t h e  
I n d i a n  s o l d i e r s  g o t  b e t t e r  of  t h e i r  wounds ( a  good 
many had arms and l e g s  amputated)  they  wanted a  
l i t t l e  more freedom and s o  i t  became a  f a m i l i a r  s i g h t  
s i g h t  t o  see a  c r u t c h  f l u n g  o v e r  t h e  high f e n c e  
and then  a n o t h e r  c r u t c h ,  fo l lowed by an I n d i a n  
s o l d i e r  w i t h  one l e g  sc rambl ing  down t h e  high 
fence .  He would g a t h e r  up h i s  c r u t c h e s  q u i c k l v  
and o f f  he would go ( p r o b a b l y  t o  v i s i t  some f r i e n d s  
he had made o r  t o  8 hideaway c l u b  t o  have a  s l y  
d r i n k ) .  

I would l i k e  t o  add,  t h a t  a l l  wounded s o l d i e r s  
( B r i t i s h  o r  I n d i a n )  .were d r e s s e d  i n  b l u e  ( c o a t  and 
t r o u s e r s )  and a l s o  they  a l l  wore red t ies .  The 
reason  b e i n g  t h a t  they were n o t  al lowed i n s i d e  t h e  
p u b l i c  houses and se rved  w i t h  d r i n k s .  Any p u b l i c a n s  
found s e r v i n g  b e e r  t o  any wounded s o l d i e r  were 
h e a v i l y  f i n e d  and a l s o  l i a b l e  t o  have t h e i r  l i c e n c e s  
t aken  away. 

Us s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  were a l l  l i n e d  up i n  o u r  playground 
and then marched four-deep through t h e  v a r i o u s  
s t r e e t s ,  down t o  t h e  I n d i a n  H o s p i t a l .  The l a r g e  
i r o n  g a t e s  were opened and i n  we a l l  marched. We 
were met by a  m i l i t a r y  g u i d e  and t aken  i n t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  wards and r e c e i v e d  a  g r e a t  welcome from 
t h e  wounded I n d i a n  s o l d i e r s ,  some very badly  wounded. 
o t h e r s  s i t t i n g  up i n  t h e i r  beds and a  good manv 



pushing themselves  around i n  whee l -cha i r s .  We 
gave them some sweets and c i g a r e t t e s .  From t h e  
wards we were t aken  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  t h e a t r e  and 
met some of  t h e  d o c t o r s  who k i n d l y  e x p l a i n e d  t o  us  
some of  t h e  v a r i o u s  implements and gas  c y l i n d e r s  
e t c .  From here we were  t aken  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n s  and 
a s  we passed through we were g iven  a  round f l a t  
p i e c e  o f  p a s t r y  ( a l l  n i c e l y  baked and rich brown). 
Th i s  was c a l l e d  c h u - p a t t i e ,  o r  I n d i a n  bread.  We 
were  very proud o f  t h i s ,  a l s o  o u r  v i s i t  t o  t h e  
I n d i a n  H o s p i t a l .  

And s o  o u t  i n t o  the f r e s h  a i r  once a g a i n .  Open 
came t h e  l a r g e  g a t e s  a g a i n  and home we went ,  
e x c i t e d l y  c a r r y i n g  o u r  round of  I n d i a n  bread t o  
show o u r  p a r e n t s  and f r i e n d s .  When we a r r i v e d  
back a t  school. t h e  n e x t  morning us  c h i l d r e n  had a  
shock ,  because  we a l l  had t o  write a  composi t ion 
of  our  v i s i t  t o  the I n d i a n  H o s p i t a l  and s o  we had 
t o  r e c a l l  o u r  memories o f  what we saw. But a p a r t  
from t h i s ,  i t  was a  wonderful  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  1 
have never  f o r g o t t e n .  

A f t e r  t h e  1914-1918 war came t o  an end the I n d i a n  
Government were s o  t h a n k f u l  t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
Br ighton f o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  we gave t o  t h e i r  
wounded s o l d i e r s  t h a t  they  had b u i l t  ( a t  the i r  
expense)  a  g r e a t  m a g n i f i c e n t  gateway ( a t  t h e  s o u t h  
e n d ) .  Carved i n t o  t h e  stonework on one s i d e  o f  
the gateway a r e  t h e s e  words: 



THIS GATEWAY I S  THE GIFT OF INUIA Ii\ 
COMMEMORATION OF HER SONS WHO STRICKEN IN 
THE GREAT WAR WERE TENDED IN THE PAVILION 

I N  1 9 1 4  AND 1 9 1 5 .  

(On t h e  other side of  t h e  g a t e w a y ) )  

DEDICATED TO THE USE OF THE INHABITANTS OF 
BRIGHTON BY H.H. THE hIAHARAJ.4 OF PATIALA 
ON OCTOBER THE 26TH 1921. 



railways, cabs, trams 

The Brighton ra i lway was c a l l e d  the L.B.S.C.R.. 
meaning t h e  London. Br ighton & South Coast  Railway, 
There  was 1s t .  2nd and 3 rd  c l a s s  t r a v e l l i n g  ( t o d a y  
t h e r e  i s  no 3 rd  c l a s s ) .  Anyone was al lowed on t h e  
p l a t f o r m s  f r e e .  Us c h i l d r e n  enjoyed watching t h e  
b i g  steam e n g i n e s  puf f  and blow and le t  o f f  steam. 

Southover  S t r e e t  be ing  a  very  s t e e p  h i l l  ( l e a d i n g  
up from t h e  Level t o  Queen ' s  Park Road) was used 
by t h e  p o l i c e  f o r  t e s t i n g  t h e  d r i v i n g  o f  t h e  
owners of  t ax i -cabs .  The test  was t o  g e t  them t o  
d r i v e  t h e  t a x i  halfway up t h e  s t e e p  p a r t  and make 
them s t o p .  Should t h e  b rakes  hold w e l l ,  t h e  p o l i c e  
i n s p e c t o r  would then ask  the d r i v e r  t o  r e s t a r t  
a g a i n .  Some would r e l e a s e  t h e i r  b r a k e s . t o  r e s t a r t  
b u t .  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  no t  be ing  f u l l y  exper ienced .  
t h e  t a x i  would s t a r t  t o  run back ( c a u s i n g  a  few 
words of  c a u t i o n ) .  They would a l s o  have t o  back 
down the  h i l l  and t u r n  i n t o  a  s i d e  s t r e e t .  Th i s  
would go on day a f t e r  day u n t i l  t h e  v a r i o u s  d r i v e r s  
became e f f i c i e n t .  and s o  making them l i c e n c e d  t o  
d r i v e .  

Of c o u r s e .  p r e v i o u s  t o  t h e  above motor d r i v e n  
t a x i - c a b s  w e  had t h e  horse  drawn cabs  p l y i n g  f o r  
h i r e .  These s tood  on hard c o n c r e t e  f l u t e d  bases  
( o r  c a b  s t a n d s )  a l o n g  the s e a  f r o n t  and v a r i o u s  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  town. Very o f t e n  one would n o t i c e  a  
naughty boy s i t t i n g  on t h e  back a x l e ,  who had 
suddenly  run o u t  i n t o  t h e  road and hopped up o n t o  



the back a x l e  ( o f  c o u r s e  h o l d i n g  on w i t h  h i s  hands )  
h a v i n g  a  f r e e  r i d e  unbeknown t o  t h e  d r i v e r .  Bu t  
s h o u l d  he know t h e r e  was a  boy t h e r e ,  he would l a s h  
h i s  l o n g  whip  r i g h t  o v e r  t o  t h e  back o f  the c a b .  
hop ing  t o  h i t  t h e  boy. Sometimes t h e y  were  s l a s h e d  
a c r o s s  t h e  f a c e  - t h e y  would v e r y  soon  hop o f f  and 
r u n  f o r  d e a r  l i f e .  

P u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  was t r a m - c a r s  t h a t  u s e d  t o  r a t t l e  
a l o n g  Lewes Road. Grand P a r a d e .  Old S t e i n e .  
Mar lborough P l a c e  and London Road, and b ranch  o f f  
h e r e  f o r  N e w  England  Road t o  t h e  t o p  o f  Dyke Road. 
o r  B e a c o n s f i e l d  Road, c o n t i n u e  a l o n g  P r e s t o n  Drove .  
t h e n  down D i t c h l i n g  Road t o  t h e  Aquarium. The t r ams  
a l s o  r a n  up Elm Grove t o  t h e  Race H i l l ,  back down 
a l o n g  Queen ' s  Park  Road and Egremont  P l a c e ,  t h e n  
r e t u r n  back t h e  same way. E v e n t u a l l y  a l l  t r a m - c a r s  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Aquarium. 

? h e  Tramways U n d e r t a k i n g  was o f f i c i a l l y  i n a u g u r a t e d  
on t h e  2 5 t h  November 1901 ,  and  by F e b r u a r y  1902 t h e  
Lewes Road, D i t c h l i n g  Road. B e a c o n s f i e l d  Road. Elm 
Grove.  Q u e e n ' s  Park  Road and  New England  Road r o u t e s  
we re  opened .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  t e r m i n u s  was a t  t he  
n o r t h  end o f  t h e  P a v i l i o n ,  b u t  i n  November 1902  t h e  
tramway t r a c k  was c o n t i n u e d  from t h e  P a v i l i o n  t o  
t h e  Aquarium. I n  J u n e  1904 t h e  s e r v i c e  was e x t e n d e d  
f rom t h e  Seven  D i a l s  n o r t h w a r d s  a l o n g  Dyke Road t o  
T i v o l i  C r e s c e n t ,  w h i l s t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  month 
( J u l y  1904)  t h e  r o u t e  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  was opened .  
The l i n k i n g  o f  New England  Road and Elm Grove v i a  
V i a d u c t  Road and Union Road c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  ' c r o s s  
c o u n t r y  r o u t e ' .  T h i s  was opened  i n  1927 

Tram-ca r s  we re  a l l  o f  t h e  doub le -deck  t y p e  w i t h  



open top deck. two ax le .  3 f t .  bin. gauge, s ea t ing  
50 to 54 passengers.  At the  time of  the  opening 
i n  1901 t h e r e  were 25 tram-cars. They were 
subsequently increased and upon the  abandonment i n  
1939 there  was a  f l e e t  of 80 tram-cars,  f o r  which 
from 1914 onwards the bodies were i n  the  main 
constructed by the  Undertaking. The tram-car 
equipments were manufactured by the  Bri t j  sh 
Westinghouse E l e c t r i c  and Manufacturing Co.. 
Messrs. Witting Bros. and Messrs. Dick Kerr G Co. 

The l a s t  tram-cars were operated on the Queen's 
Park Road route  on the  31s t  August 1939. When the 
tramcars came t o  the end of t h e i r  route they would 
come off  the double t rack and r u n  onto a  s t r e t c h  of 
s i n g l e  t rack.  Then t h e  d r i v e r  o r  conductor would 
go u p  to  the top of the tram-car,  u n t i e  a  long rope. 
throw t h i s  down i n t o  the roadway and then p u l l  down 
hard to  take the t r o l l e y  wheel o f f  t h e  l i v e  overhead 
cable .  Then he would revolve the arm and t r o l l e y  
wheel the  o the r  way round, back onto the  overhead 
cable  and r e t i e  the  rope back i n t o  pos i t i on .  The 
d r i v e r  would then shoot the  t rack poin ts  over with 
the  l eve r  bar to put the tram-car (when r e tu rn ing)  
back onto the left-hand t r a c k ,  and so back to the  
Aquarium. This procedure had to be c a r r i e d  out  on 
every route  except the Beaconsfield Road tram-cars.  
because they had a  c i r c u l a r  rut1 along Preston Drove 
and then down i n t o  D i  t ch l ing  Road back to 'he 
Aquarium. 

A t  the  end of every r u n  the d r i v e r  would take o f f  
the  s t a r t i n g  handle and replace i t  i n t o  pos i t i on .  
t o  commence t h e  journey back, a t  tile o t h e r  end of 
the tram-car. A '  ii:e turn of  t h i s  'landle he could 





i nc rease  the  speed o r  reduce i t  and a l s o  shut  o f f  
a l l  the  e l e c t r i c  currGnt t o  s top .  

As these  tram-cars came t o  the  branch l i n e s  there 
used to  be a  poin ts  boy t o  switch over.  Ue was a 

l boy about 14 t o  16 years  of age, given tramway 
uniform to  wear. His job was t o  change the t rack 

\ poin ts  over  w i t h  a  s t e e l  rod.  The d r i v e r s  would 
pu l l  up a t  a l l  these  var icus  c ross ings  on the  tran 
t rack  and wait  u n t i l  t h e  poin ts  boy had switched 

f the  points .  On the  advancement of  engineering a l l  

po in ts  were operated e l e c t r i c a l l y .  Where the 
d r i v e r  stood the re  was a  metal knob s t i c k i n g  u p  
j u s t  above thp platfurm and when he wanted to  give 
warning of h is  approach he would p u t  hi S heel onto 
t h i s  knob and press  down severa l  times v io l en t ly ,  
so s t r i k i n g  a  loud gong on a  be l l  under the platform 

When the tram track needed renewing the  wood road 
blocks would be removed, exposing s o l i d  concre te  

U) 
i n  between the  r a i l s .  This concre te  was broken up 

E by severa l  gangs of hefty men (5 men to  a  gang). 
l 2  

Q One would hold a  square heavy p r i t c h e l  ( a  s t e e l  
S 

c h i s e l )  w i t h  some heavy long tongs, and the  o t h e r  4 
C) .- men had a 281b. sledge-hammer each. A t  the  word 
3 ' s t r i k e '  the  number 1 man would bring u p  and swing 
'0 
m the  heavy hammer over h i s  shoulder  and so h i t  the  

2 p r i t c h e l .  Then number 2 man, then number 3 man. 
then number 4 man. This hammering'went on l i k e  

h 
m clockwork u n t i l  the  men had had enough and a l s o  

l u n t i l  a l l  the  concrete  had been broken up and 
LO removed, so making way f 3 r  the  nex r a i l s  t o  be l a i d  - 
E 
0 
Q A t  the t i a z  af  the tram-cars a l l  the Valley Gardens 
d and Vic tor ia  Gardens ( a s  we k n o ~  t h e m  today) were 



surrounded by i r o n  r a i l i n g s  ( s o  was t h e  L,rvel l .  
When t h e  t r ams  reached Grand Parade  the t r a c k  
became a  s i n g l e  t r a c k  and the t r a c k  ran  a lony  
p r a c t i c a l l y  hard up t o  t h e  r a i l i n g s  on t h e  
r igh t -hand  s i d e  o f  the road.  T h i s  con t inued  r i g h t  
down t o  t h e  Aquarium. then  c o n t i n u e d  back on t h e  
o r h e r  s i d e  o f  the ga rdens  u n t i l  t h e  t rams sp read  
o u t  a g a i n  o n t o  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  tr.-l:'.? f " r  t h e i r  
own d e s t i n a t i o n s .  

The t r am-ca r s  were open a t  each  end where t h e  d r i v e r  
would d r i v e .  A l s o ,  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  tram was a l l  open 
t o  t h e  sky ,  w i t h  w a t e r p r o o f  ap rons  hanging from t h e  
hack o f  the s e a t s  t o  p l a c e  o v e r  your  l e g s  should  i t  
Le r a i n i n g  hard.  The s e a t s  were wooden s l a t t e d  t o  
a l l o w  t h e  r a i n w a t e r  t o  run th rough .  A l l  the d r i v e r  
wore was a  s o u ' w e s t e r  h a t ,  a  b lack  o i l s k i n  c o a t  and 
g l o v e s  t o  keep him d r y .  

The ornamenta l  s t andard - l amps  were pu t  up a l l  around 
Llte tramway sys tem.  They gave t h e  n i g h t  l i g h t i n g  
and a l s o  c a r r i e d  t h e  overhead e l e c t r i c  c a b l e s  f o r  
t h e  runn ing  o f  t h e  trams.  4 t  the bottom of  t h e s e  
lamp s t a n d a r d s  was an i r o n  door .  T h i s  was unlocked 
by the lamp c l e a n e r  and maintenance  man. Ye would 
t h e n  t a k e  o u t  a  hand le  ( l i k e  a  motor c a r  s t a r t i n g  
h a n d l e ) ,  p l a c e  t h e  s q u a r e  h o l e  o n t o  t h e . s q u a r e  end 
o f  t h e  s p i n d l e  i n s i d e  t h e  door .  and then  he would 
t u r n  t h i s  handle .  Down would come the l a r g e  round 
l i g h t  bowl from t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  lamp s t a n d a r d .  MP 
wosrld t h e n  r e l e a s e  some c l i p s  and t h e  lower  h a l f  
o f  t h e  l i g h t  bowl would swing down on h j n g e s .  
I n s i d e  t h i s  bowl was the l i g h t i n g  g e a r ,  c o n s i s t i n g  
o f  b l a c k  ca rbon  rods .  These  he would r e p l a c e  j f  
n e c e s s a r y .  A f t e r  c l e a n i n g  t h e  lamp bowl i n s i d e  anrt 



od t s ide  he would then c lose  t h e  bowl up with a 
snap, go t o  the  l i t t l e  door,  rewind t h e  laqp u p  to 
the  top i n t o  pos i t i on ,  c lose  the  door and lock 
same. The carbon rods combined w i t h  e l e c t r i c i t y  
gave a b r i l l i a n t  l i g h t .  

Previous t o  the  tram-cars,  f o r  a sho r t  time the re  
were horse buses. Each bus had a p a i r  of horses.  
The d r i v e r  s a t  i n  a high s e a t  holding the  r e i n s .  
w i t h  h is  legs  covered w i t h  a blanket .  and a 
waterproof apron. A f t e r  severa l  journeys t h e  
horses were changed a t  the  top of Church S t r e e t  f o r  
another  p a i r  t h a t  had been r e s t ing .  These 
horse buses would r u n  from the  Brighton Railway 
S t a t i o n ,  down Queen's Road t o  t h e  Clock Tower. 
cont inue along Western Road o u t  as  f a r  as  t h e  Hove 
boundary, then re turn  back t o  the  r a j  lway s t a t i o n .  





street life 

When h o r s e s  and c s r t s  were go ing  down t h e  s t e e p  
h i l l s  of  Br igh ton  t h e  d r i v e r s  would c h a i n  one  
back wheel o f  t h e  c a r t  t o  s e c u r e  i t ,  t hen  p u t  a  
skid-pan under  the wheel t o  a s s i s t  t h e  horse  t o  
hold  back t h e  heavy c a r t .  A sk id -pan  was a  heavy 
p i e c e  of  meta l  abou t  16" l o n g  X 7" wide X 1" t h i c k .  
w i t h  t h e  2 long  edpes  tu rned  up ,  s o  forming a  s o r t  
o f  an oblong box ( o r  t r o u g h )  f o r  the wheel t o  l a y  
i n .  T h i s  was s e c u r e d  b j  a  long  c h a i n  t o  t h e  
under  p a r t  o f  t h e  c a r t ,  t h u s  a l l o w i n g  t h e  s e c u r e d  
wheel t o  s t a y  on t h e  skid-pan.  Being made o f  hard  
s t e e l ,  t h i s  would s l i d e  on t h e  road a s  t h e  h o r s e  
p u l l e d  t h e  c a r t  down t h e  h i l l .  These l a r g e  f i n e  
h o r s e s  were c a l l e d  d r a y s .  They used them i n  p a i r s .  
sometimes 3, t o  p u l l  t h e  heavy c a r t s  loaded w i t h  
b e e r  b a r r e l s  and c a s k s .  A l s o ,  t h e  Railway 
Company would have them t o  draw t h e i r  ve ry  heavy 
loads .  

The s t r e e t s  and roads  became s o  d u s t y  w i t h  a l l  
t h i s  h o r s e  t r a f f i c  t h a t  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  had t o  
s p r a y  t h e  roads  w i t h  w a t e r  t o  keep the d u s t  down. 
T h i s  was c a r r i c d  o u t  by w a t e r - c a r t s ,  a  l a r g e  
meta l  tank on whee l s  ( a g a i n  p u l l e d  by h o r s e s ) .  
f i l l e d  wi tll w a t e r  g o t  from a o f t .  t a l l  h y d r a n t .  
As t h e  h o r s e  p u l l e d  t h e  w a t e r - c a r t  through t h e  
s treets  the p r e s s u r e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  i n  the tank  
wculd f o r c e  the w a t e r  o u t  through l o n g  narrow 
i c n t a i n e r s  ( low down and a t  t h e  b a c k ) ,  through 
thousands  o f  smal l  h o l e s ,  forming a  f i n e  s p r a y  o f  



w a t e r  on t o  t h e  r o a d s .  I f  t h e  d r i v e r  had t o  p a s s  
any o t h e r  v e h i c l e  t h a t  was s t a t i o n a r y  he cou ld  
s h u t  t h e  w a t e r  s p r a y  o f f  ( r i g h t  o r  l e f t  hand a s  he 
requ i  r e d )  . 
Before  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a r g e  F i r e  Br igade  p remises  
were b u i l t .  a l l  i t  was then .  i n  1900. was a  very 
l a r g e  h igh  p i t c h e d  wooden s t r u c t u r e ,  w i t h  the 
heavy wooden doors  always open. A t  the back were 
some s t a b l e s  w i t h  2 f i n e  g rey  horses .  The h a r n e s s  
was f u l l y  buck led ,  i n  such a  way t h a t  t h e  whole 
complete  o u t f i t  was p u l l e d  up i n  p o s i t i o n  o v e r  t h e  
f i r e  eng ine .  When t h e  f i r e - a l a r m  went t h e  f i remen 
would rush t o  t h e  s t a b l e s ,  b r i n g  down t h e  h o r s e s  
t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  e n g i n e  and r e l e a s e  t h e  ha rness .  
T h i s  would d r o p  i n t o  p o s i t i o n  d i r e c t l y  on to  the 
h o r s e s '  and w i t h  a  few b u c k l e s  s t r a p p e d  t o  t h e  
s h a f t s  away they would g a l l o p ,  w i t h  t h e  b r a s s  h e l l  
r i n g i n g .  

What a  s i g h t  i t  was when they  g a l l o p e d  by wi th  t h e  
l a r g e  b r a s s  w a t e r  c y l i n d e r  a t  t h e  back o f  t h e  
c n g i n e  b e l c h i n g  o u t  smoke, the f i r e  making t h e  
p r e s s u r e  t o  f o r c e  t h e  w a t e r  through t h e  hoses .  The 
F i r e  Br igade  was c o n t r o l l e d  by a  man named Cap ta in  
Lacro ix .  He was the mad c h i e f ,  because  when he 
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  f i r e  he would p u t  hi S men t o  work. 
and then  o u t  would come h i s  a x e ,  smashing h i s  way 
through doors  and windows. I n  f a c t  sometimes,  i t  
i s  s a i d ,  he would do more damage than t h e  f i r e  
d i d .  

The d u s t b i n s  were s u p p l i e d  by t h e  l a n d l o r d s  t o  
t h e  t e n a n t s .  Twice a  week a  horse  drawn c a r t  
would a r r i v e  a t  t h e  houses. The dustmen would 



p u t  a  l a d d e r  up t o  t h e  c a r t  ( t h e r e  would be 3 
dustmen).  They would open t h e  house d o o r s  and 
s h o u t .  "Dust? Dust?" I n  they  would go. o u t  i n t o  
t h e  back y a r d s .  p ick  up t h e  d u s t b i n s ,  go back 
through t h e  house, up the l a d d e r .  empty t h e  
r u b b i s h  i n t o  t h e  c a r t  and then r e t u r n  a g a i n  
through the house w i t h  t h e  empty b i n ,  w i t h  t h e  
i n s i d e  covered w i t h  d i s i n f e c t a n t  powder. When 
t h e  d u s t c a r t  was f u l l  t h e  dustmen would t r o t  the 
h o r s e  away t o  Black Rock (Kemptown), back t h e  c a r t  
t o  t h e  edge o f  t h e  c l i f f .  then t u r n  a  hand le  and 
up would go t h e  c a r t  c o n t a i n e r  and away went the 
r u b b i s h  down i n t o  t h e  sea .  They would t u r n  t h e  
handle  a g a i n .  p u t t i n g  t h e  d u s t  c o n t a i n e r  back 
i n t o  p o s i t i o n  and away they  would go f o r  more 
rubb i sh .  

Milk was brought  around t h e  s t reets  and houses 
by a  two-wheeled c a r t  c a r r y i n g  a  l a r g e  meta l  
milk churn which held  abou t  20 g a l l o n s  o f  m i l k .  
Th i s  churn had a  t a p  a t  the bottom which overhung 
t h e  back o f  the c a r t  and t h i s  al lowed t h e  milkman 
t o  f i l l  h i s  s m a l l e r  4 g a l l o n  hand can.  Hanging 
on t h e  s i d e - o f  t h e s e  cans  were Yq p i n t .  % p i n t .  
1 p i n t  and 2 p i n t  l a d l e s  w i t h  hooked hand les .  
The cus tomers  would ask  f o r  t h e  amount o f  mi lk  
wanted and t h e  milkman then  would l a d l e  o u t  t h e  
r e q u i r e d  amount i n t o  t h e  j u g  ( n e a r l y  everyone  
b rough t  a  j u g  t o  t h e  d o o r ) .  The milkman was very  
p l e a s e d  when i t  was r a i n i n g  hard .  because .  when 
he was s e r v i n g  o u t  t h e  m i l k  he would l e a v e  the l i d  
o f f  t h e  can f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  he cou ld  do s o  t o  
a l l o w  the  r a i n  t o  f a l l . i n  t h e  can and s o  make 
more m i l k .  Although t h e  mi lk  became weaker t h i s  
was the system and nobody bo the red .  B e s i d e s ,  





t h e r e  were I I O  W ~ I ~ ~ I L S  G Measures ~ I I S P C C ~ O C S  i f .  
t h o s e  davs  t o  keep a v  e v e  on them. 

There  were no window c l e a n e r s  e i t h e r  s o  peop le  
would s h u t  a l l  their  windows t i g h t l y ,  f e t c h  a  
bucket  of  c l e a n  w a t e r .  put  a  s y r i n g e  ( t h i s  was 
l i k e  a l a r g e  b i c y c l e  pump) i n t o  t h e  b u c k e t ,  draw 
up t h e  s y r i n g e  f u l l  o f  w a t e r  and p o i n t  i t  t o  the 
windows pushing the hand le  i n  and c a u s i n g  a ,let.  
o f  w a t e r  t o  s p r a y  o v e r  them. T h i s  was l e f t  t o  
d r i p .  A l l  t.he windows were t r e a t e d  the same way 
'The pavements were scrubbed w i t h  a  hard  h rooa .  

S t r e e t  lamps were l i t  by gas  m a n t l e s .  A met, woulr' 
r i d e  around on a  c y c l e  c a r r y i n g  a  l o n g  p o l e  wi tti a 
l~ook on one  s i d e  ( a t  t h e  t o p )  and an o i l  l i t  f lame 
o : ~  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  The man would go through a11 
t h e  s t r e e t s  a l l o t t e d  t o  h i m ,  p u l l  down t h e  l e v e r  n:: 
t h e  lamp i n  o r d e r  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  g a s ,  and t h e n  he 
w ~ l d  twist t h e  p o l e  round and l i g h t  the gas  m a r ~ t l n  
The n e x t  morning h e  would r e t u r n  and r i d e  up t o  t hc  
lamps and,  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  o f f  h i s  c y c l e ,  push up 
t h e  l e v e r  and s o  p u t  o u t  t h e  l i g h t .  T h i s  went on 
y e a r  i n  and y e a r  o u t  u n t i l  we g o t  t h e  p r e s e n t  day 
e l e c t r i c  l i g h t .  

l h e r e  was a  man we used t o  c a l l  the Trotter-Man 
because  e v e r y  n i g h t ,  abou t  10 o ' c l o c k  t o  midn igh t .  
h b  would have on his  head a  l a r y e  wooden t r a y .  

+.J 

k 
f i l l e d  w i t h  cooked p i g s '  t r o t t e r s .  He would s h o u t  

' ? . o u t  a s  he walked through the s t r e e t s  "Large t a s t y  

2 
t r o t t e r s :  Large  t a s t y  t r o t t e r s ! "  Out would come 

-, . . t h e  peop le  from t h e i r  houses o r  from pubs and he 
.- would p u t  h i s  hand up i n t o  the t r a y  and b r i n g  dow~. 
4 t h e  t r o t t e r s  wit11 a  j a r  of mustard a s  w e l l ,  hand 



tlie t r o t t e r s  t o  t h e  c u s t o m e r ,  t a k e  t h e  money and  
o f f  he  would go ( b u t  he  n e v e r  t ook  t h e  t r a y  o f f  
h i s  head u n t i l  a l l  t h e  t r o t t e r s  w e r e  s o l d : )  

Schoo lboy  h a i r  c u t s  c o s t  1% pence .  The b a r b e r  
would g e t  h i s  hand c l i p p e r s  and  run  t h i s  a l l  o v e r  
y o u r  head.  c u t t i n g  o r  n e a r l y  s h a v i n g  o f f  y o u r  h a i r  
b u t  a l w a y s  1ea .v ing  a  t u f t  o f  h a i r  i n  t h e  f r o n t ;  
t h i s  i s  $!hat t h e  s c h o o l t e a c h e r s  t o o k  ho ld  o f  t o  p u l l  
you o u t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  c l a s s  s h o u l d  you have  
misbehaved  y o u r s e l f .  Men would have a  s h a v e  ( t h e  
s o a p  was rubbed  o n t o  t h e  f a c e  by a  l a t h e r  boy who 
would s t a r t  a s  t h i s  when he  was b e g i n n i n g  t o  l e a r n  
the t r a d e  The s h a v e  would c o s t  1 penny.  

Tne Even ing  Argus  t h o s e  d a y s  was known a s  ' t h e  
g penny l i a r '  b e c a u s e  a Lot o f  t h e  news was  a l i t t l e  
f a l s e :  I t  was c o m p r i s e d  o f  1 l a r g e  s h e e t  o f  
p r i n t e d  m a t t e r  ( a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  and news)  and t h e n  
f o l d e d  down t h e  m i d d l e .  t h u s  making 2 p a g e s  b u t  
4 s i d e s  o f  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  and news. Men and  
s c h o o l b o y s  would r u n  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t reets  s h o u t i n g .  
"Argus:  Even ing  A r g u s : "  w i t h  t h e  p a p e r s  hang ing  
o v e r  their arm. Quick  as  l i g h t n i n g ,  t h e y  would 
g r a b  t h e  g penny f rom t h e  c u s t o m e r  and  hand o v e r  
t h e  Argus .  Why t h e y  r a n  was t o  g e t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
o t h e r  boys  and  t h u s  se l l  more p a p e r s  ( t h e r e  were no 
p a p e r s  d e l i v e r e d ) .  

The l a r g e  Whitehawk h o u s i n g  e s t a t e  was i n  my d a y  
c a l l e d  t h e  P i g g e r i e s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  we re  a g r e a t  
many s m a l l  p i g  f a rms .  S e v e r a l  hundred  p i g s  ( and  
t h e y  d i d n ' t  ' a r f  smell!) w e r e  housed  i n  r u s t y  o l d  
b roken  down s h e d s  ( o r  rough  s t a b l e s ,  b e c a u s e  h o r s e s  
a s  w e l l  w e r e  k e p t  t h e r e ) .  



P r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  house  ( a l t h o u g h  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  
p o o r )  was v e r y  fond  o f  g e r a n i u m s  and a s p i d i s t r a s .  
These  w e r e  p l a c e d  i n  p o t s  i n  n e a r l y  a l l  the 
windows ( t h e y  d i d  l ook  n i c e ) .  W e l l ,  when i t  
r a i n e d  h a r d .  the  p e o p l e  would p u t  a l l  these 
p o t t e d  p l a n t s  o u t  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t ,  s t a n d  them 
a l l  i n  a  row on the k e r b  s t o n e  t o  c a t c h  the r a i n  
and s o  g i v e  the  p l a n t s  a  good s o a k i n g  ( h u n d r e d s  
and hundreds  o f  them i n  a l l  t h e  s treets  was q u i t e  
a  common s i g h t ) .  

The B r i g h t o n  F i s h  Marke t  was a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
p l a c e  t o  b e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when the l a r g e  f i s h i n g  
smacks ( b o a t s )  came i n t o  l a n d  l o a d e d  w i t h  f i s h .  
The f i s h e r m e n  on the b o a t  g o t  a s  n e a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  
t o  the s h o r e  ( t h i s  was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  when the s e a  
was rough )  and t h e n  t h e y  would t h row a  l o n g  r o p e  
t o  the o t h e r  men on the  beach .  These  men ( t h e  
more the merrier and  somet imes  there used  t o  be  
a s  many a s  10 o r  12) would p u l l  and p u l l  t h e  heavy 
b o a t  n e a r e r  u n t i l  i t  was s h a l l o w  enough f o r  the 
f i s h e r m e n  o n  the  b o a t  t o  jump o f f  and  s o  g i v e  
their  m a t e s  a  hand t o  p u l l .  As t h e  b o a t  was 
heaved  up a  l i t t l e  a t  a  time t h e y  would t h e n  g e t  
some o l d  r a i l w a y  s l e e p e r s  and  w e l l  g r e a s e  them and 
p l a c e  them on t h e  beach  s o  t h a t  the b o a t  s l i d  on 
t o  them. A s t o u t  w i r e  hawser  ( o r  c a b l e )  would 
t h e n  be  f a s t e n e d  t o  the k e e l  by a  l a r g e  m e t a l  
r i n g .  The hawser  was a t t a c h e d  t o  a  drum on a  
c a p s t a n  and t h r o u g h  t h e  t o p  o f  the  c a p s t a n  a l o n g  
s t r o n g  p o l e  was f o r c e d  t h r o u g h  a  h o l e  t i g h t .  Then.  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  p o l e  was t h e  h a r n e s s  o f  a  h o r s e .  
When the f i s h e r m e n  down on t h e  beach  s h o u t e d  
"Heave: Heave!" t h e  h o r s e  would b e  l e d  a round  and 
a r o u n d ,  e a c h  time a u t o m a t i c a l l y  s t e p p i n g  o v e r  the 



hawser  a s  i t  came a r o u n d ,  and s o  e  l,oat xa5  
p u l l e d  up t h e  beach  u n t i l  i t  was well up and 
t h e n  u n l o a d e d  o f  t h e  f i s h  ( a l l  s o r t s  and  s i z e s )  
T h i s  f i s h  was boxed up o r  l a i d  a b o u t  i n  pi l e c  2nd 
s o l d  by a u c t i o n .  

B r i g h t e n  had 2 open  s t r e e t  m a r k e t s  ( l i k e  P e t t i c ~ a l  
Lane .  London) .  One was h e l d  i n  Upper G a r d n e r  
S t r e e t  ( a n d  i s  s t i l l  h e l d  there e v e r y  S a t u r d a y  
morn ing )  and  t h e  o t h e r  was h e l d  i n  9 x f o r d  S t r ~ e l .  
A l l  t h e  s t a l l s  i n  h o t h  m a r k e t s  w e r e  l i t  up by 
p a r a f f i n  f l a r e s .  T h e s e  w e r e  round t i n  c a n s  ( f i l l e o  
w i t h  p a r a f f i n  o i l )  and  coming o u t  f rom t h e  c a n s  
w e r e  l o n g  t h i n  s p o u t s  w i t h  a  s p r a y  jet  or1 t h e  enrL 
The c a n s  were hung u p s i d e  down c a u s i n g  t h e  o i  l t o  
run  t o  t h e  j e t .  T h i s  t h e  s t a l l  h o l d e r  would l i g l ~ l .  
a d j u s t  t h e  f l a r e  and  my word:  w i t h  about.  109 o f  
t h e s e  b u r n i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m a r k e t  t h e  a i  r was 
f u l l  o f  b l a c k  smoke and  p a r a f f i n  fumes .  b u t  we a1 l 
a c c e p t e d  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was no o t h e r  mean? o f  
l i g h t i n g .  These  s t a l l s  w e r e  open  L I O ~ L ~ I  10 and 11 
o ' c l o c k  a t  n i g h t .  As t h e  m o t o r  c a r  and m o t o r  
l o r r y  a g e  came i n  Oxfo rd  S t r e e t  s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  
c o n g e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a l l s  on e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  
s t ree t  a s  w e l l  and s o  t h e  p o l i c e  and  t h e  C o u n c i l  
d e c i d e d  t o  p u t  t h e  market .  i n  t h e  L e v e l .  

A l l  the s h r u b s  and s m a l l  Lrees f rom e a c h  s i d e  o f  
t h e  main p u b l i c  pa thway ( l e a d i n g  from S o u t h o v r r  
S t r e e t  t o  D i t c h l i n g  Road) w e r e  dug  up. Then t h ~ y  
removed t h e  e a r t h ,  r o l l e d  i n  h a r d - c o r e  and 
a s p h a l t e d  whe re  t h e  s h r u b s  had been  g rowing .  ichen 
t h i s  had been  c o m p l e t e d  a l l  t h e  t r a d e s p e o p l e  moved 
t h e i r  s t a l l s  and b a r r o w s  i n t o  t h e  L e v e l .  e a c h  s ide .  
o f  ::le pa thway ,  and s e t t l e d  down h a p p i l y ,  a q a i n  



s e t t i n g  up their s t i n k i n g  p a r a f f i n  f l a r e s  f o r  
l i g h t .  Th i s  Open Market remained he re  f o r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  u n t i l  once  a g a i n  the Council  
dec ided  ( a f t e r  a l o t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t a l l  
h o l d e r s )  t h a t  they  would b u i l d  them a permanent 
covered open market .  They came t o  a d e c i s i o n :  
t h e  Counci l  demolished a l a r g e  number of  smal l  
o l d  houses and b u s i n e s s  p remises ,  a l s o  a row o f  
o l d  c o t t a g e s  c a l l e d  M a r s h a l l ' s  Row. and t h i s  i s  
how t h e  p r e s e n t  Open Market came i n t o  be ing .  Of 
c o u r s e  t h e  outcome was,  t h a t ,  the s t a l l  h o l d e r s  
had t o  pay r e n t  now. The Market was opened on 
January  7 t h .  1900. After they moved o u t  o f  t h e  
Level  t h e  Council  once  a g a i n  dug up t h e  a s p h a l t  
each s i d e  of  the parkway, r e p l a c e d  t h e  e a r t h .  
r e p l a n t e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  day trees and s h r u b s  and 
a l s o  a f i n e  a r r a y  of  f l o w e r s ,  e t c . ,  which come 
i n t o  season e v e r y  year .  

And now t o  a d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t :  cinemas.  Having 
j u s t  r e c e n t l y  read t h a t  l o p  Rank a r e  going t o  
demol ish  t h e  Regent Cinema my mind goes back t o  
the y e a r  1907 w h e n  t h e  s i t e  where t h e  Regent 
now s t a n d s  was c a l l e d  Unicorn Yard, and on the 
c o r n e r  of Windsor S t r e e t  ( s t i l l  t h e r e  today)  t h e r e  
was a very  l a r g e  p u b l i c  house c a l l e d  The Unicorn.  
There  was a mass ive  b i g  yard  l e a d i n g  o f f  from t h i s  
pub ( v e r y  rough and f u l l  o f  p o t h o l e s ) ,  Around t h i s  
t h i s  yard  were s t a b l e s  and workshops. F l i g h t s  o f  
wooden s t e p s  took you up t o  a balcony a l l  a round,  
and l e a d i n g  o f f  from t h i s  balcony were  more 
workshops. Boot r e p a i r i n g ,  b u i l d e r s .  c a b i n e t  
makers. sun-bl ind makers. c a r p e n t e r s  and j o i n e r s .  
k n i f e  and s c i s s o r  g r i n d e r s ,  f u r n i  t u r e  r e p a i r e r s .  
c h a i r  menders and c a n e r s ,  e t c . .  e t c . ;  a l l  t h e s e  





v a r i o u s  t r a d e s  went on down below i n  t h e  yard .  
,Nearly a l l  t h e  fann  c a r t s  and waggons would come 
i n  from t h e  c o u n t r y  loaded w i t h  hay, s t r a w ,  
p o t a t o e s .  cabbages.  f r u i t  and v a r i o u s  v e g e t a b l e s .  

The c o u n t r y  c a r r i e r s  (because  t h e r e  were no motor 
v e h i c l e s  t h o s e  d a y s ) ,  a l l  h o r s e  drawn, would 
l e a v e  Burgess H i l l ,  Haywards Heath. Worthing. 
Ringmer and Lewes and a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s  i n  
between very e a r l y  i n  the morning. The h o r s e s  
would p lod ,  p l o d ,  plod a long  t h e  c o u n t r y  roads  
i n t o  Br igh ton  up t o  t h e  Unicorn Yard. The d r i v e r s  
would unharness  t h e i r  h o r s e s  and s t a b l e  them h e r e  
f o r  2 n i g h t s ,  and unload t h e i r  goods f o r  t h e  
Br ighton market ,  which was down Black Lion S t r e e t  
by t h e  Br igh ton  Town Hal l  ( b u t  n o t  now. i t ' s  i n  
C i r c u s  S t r e e t ) .  The v a r i o u s  b u s i n e s s e s  and 
shopkeepers  who had goods f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  
they would t a k e  t h e i r  goods and p a r c e l s  t o  the 
c o u n t r y  c a r r i e r s  i n  Unicorn Yard, s i g n  a  book and 
t h e i r  goods would a r r i v e  a t  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  
w i t h o u t  f a i l .  I would l ike t o  add t h a t  a l l  t h e  
above a c t i v i t y  a l s o  went on a t  t h e  Druids  Head. 
Th i s  was a n o t h e r  b i g  yard  down Brighton P l a c e ,  a t  
t h e  back of  Hanningtons,  the name a g a i n  d e r i v e d  
from the p u b l i c  house c a l l e d  The Dru id ' s  Head 
( s t i l l  t h e r e  t o d a y ) .  . 
Having twin b r o t h e r s .  one o f  them, on l e a v i n g  
schoo l  i n  1914 f a t  t h e  age o f  14) g o t  a  j o b  w i t h  a  
l o c a l  b u i l d e r s .  ironmongery and household ware 
f i rm.  He a l s o  g o t  a  j o b  (and I was aged 1 1 ) .  
I t  was a  Sa tu rday  morning j o b ,  sweeping t h e  shop 
f l o o r  and t h e  pavement o u t s i d e  and c l e a n i n g  t h e  
shop windows and green g lazed  t i l e s  around t h e  shop 



f r o n t .  When t h e  coun t ry  o r d e r s  had been packed up 
I had t o  load  them on to  a  handbarrow and push t h i s  
heavy l o a d  (and I was on ly  a  smal l  boy) down t o  t h e  
D r u i d ' s  Head Yard t o  c e r t a i n  c a r r i e r s .  and then on 

1 
I 

up North S t r e e t  t o  t h e  Unicorn Yard t o  o t h e r  
s p e c i a l  c a r r i e r s ,  because  c a r r i e r s  went t o  d i f f e r e n t  

l 
1 

p a r t s  o f  the coun t ry  and p u t  up a t  t h e  two d i f f e r e n t  
yards .  My hours o f  work were 8 o ' c l o c k  t o  1  o ' c l o c k  

I 
(5  hours )  and t h e  pay was o pence. I gave my mother 1 
t h e  6 pence and she gave me back 3 pence f o r  my I 

pocke t .  The o t h e r  3 pence helped her a  l i t t l e  b i t  
and I was very happy. 

The Unicorn Inn  

I now come t o  t h e  end of  t h e  10 y e a r s  o f  exc i t ement  
and p o v e r t y ,  having done my b e s t  t o  p u t  i n t o  words 
t h e  happenings and t h e  l i f e  o u r  p a r e n t s  and u s  
c h i l d r e n  endured ( b u t  enjoyed i n  o u r  smal l  way. 
because  we never  knew any d i f f e r e n t )  i n  t h e  
p o v e r t y  d a y s  o f  the e a r l y  19 hundreds. 



day t o  day lives. 


