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OLS o* education mmparad IN with other ser- BRIGHTON the disposition of space was gwd n w  and 

vices. me of the  rant is much more would be badly affected by having wre form. 
determfnd by the -entls as- These schools may not be threatened - M 

8ault on em than falling schools have been named. But i f  omer near- 
rolls.  E. sussex is d i n g  education cuts by schools are closed, their children w i l l  
of E55 million over thh end the nest be decanted into these schools. So we are 
f - ~ i d  .- to ~omply a r i a  ~ovarnmant really a l l  affected. It i s  important for  

parents t o  go into their children's schools 
and find out for  themselves whether there 

apart -5. East sussex still m are surplus places i n  any sense that theg 
the POWBT to levy the rates. The o r  the teachers would accept. We would be 

is trying to Pass a law requir- pleased t o  hear about what you find. ing a referendum of rate-payers before Coun- 
c i l s  can raise ra tes  i n  order to exceed 
Government spending limits. But this pro- Effect on Schools and Education 
weal has met with f ierce opposition from The laaflet talks c£ a 'loss of edncatioaal 
a l l  sidea and not least from E. Sussex Chief h e f i t -  e h  W e  mrmbar of pupils and 
Executive Robin Beechey who asked "how therefore the number of taa- &e 
can you reconcile t o t a l  central Oow-nt ed". But th- is M necessity about this. A 
control with the very idea of 1-1 Govern- school loses teach- only became the Coun-. 

. m a t . #  t Y  Eets staffing ratLos a t  a oettain level. 
The ful ler  report talks of £350,000 a year ratio pr* sChools * usually 
as the possible cost of maintainkyr ?m- as  22.5 pupils to 1 teacher - but 
plwfplscee in schools wach are well be- this includes headteachere. The actual class- 
low capsbfein Brighton, Ewe an8 Pol;Felade. ratio * 30 to 1 in Fh t .~ChOOls  and 

' , 1 we muet ask for  a clear s ta tment  of the 33 to 1 in  Mime. of the loss of 
savings which are eapened f m  closing teacbees. particularly remedial teachers, in 
schools, but l e t  us take £3M,a*) for  our area is due to faUing rolls.  But i f  the 
the moment as  a possible m a p h  figure colmty lowered its staffing ratio,  the num- 
(out of a total county education bud9& of ber of would not be reduced. 

-- - -- - . j million). E350,OM * eqllh'alent 'k0 an Talking t o  parents and teacbre in t h b  m- E- ms= rate  l- of s l ight ly  m= than ea, it is thet they be a rela- 113 E==Y h the povnd. This worb out to ticmabip be- teamer ~ a t p i l  as *- 
57% a Ye- on a tYPi-l tern- house h lutelp c e n t r a  to r ea l  education. ws r e ~ ~ -  

option G?!5 
Rsmove tmprmy buiMnga, olose 3 +HI of P h t  and Mid& sohoob rmd 2 High SahooZ. for individual & also sufficienO 
@* 5.40 space to allow for a gcai range ofactiwvt- 
CZoas 6 MZaZ-3 %hook and nn umpeotfied n&er of FiPst Sohoola, pZua 2 Bigh sohoo2. ies. ( I t  is  worth r-ing that  the U- 

barfa and reaneafsl rooms a t  st. Luke's & 
Option Three Bueens Park Firet  Schml did ~t resul t  frpn 
Revert baok to o h i h  mcving &to aeoondmql e h a t k n  at the age of 21, W Z Z y  r e w e  any off ic ia l  rmtion of educational benefit 
ths Pipst wu! X-&&& Sohaoh whioh wLi dee- ths mmh of t B M h  at425 put* effort but frpn the effor'cs of parents to raise  
into m?k* the reaent ohmgewsr w o ~ k .  mney and even the i r  direct 1- to con- 

KEEPING OUR OPTIONS OPEN vert  ClDalVDPOS into teaching ramna) . 
Without prmpting, parents and teachers 
f r m  P i r s t  and Uiddle Schmle a l e e ,  gave 

Like Topsy, this Education Special Just seem a b i t  puzzling). But a f u l l e ~  report figures of 15 to 25 -1s as  the beet 

grew. Origlnaliy, we had a short itern by to the S c h w l ~  Suh -Cd t t ee  is entitlgd aiae of class (see overleaf). I f  E. Sussex 
a school governor about the naw education "Fluctuating Pupil Numbers" - numbers vhich reduced the staffing ra t ib  to allow for  

proposals. But then, as parents, we r e c e i r  go up and and up. classes of 20 or  25 (National Union of Teai 
chera policy) , then much of the "problem' ed the leaflet  called 'Schools in Brighton 

Hove B Portslade'which asks us to take I£ you look a t  the graph you vill see that  of fall ing ro l l s  wuld die.-. With 20 
there vas one unbroken 10 year period, 1966- i n  a class e m  the lowest -&ed Middle part in a consultation exercise with the 

Chief Education Officer and the ~ h ~ l ~ ~ ~  '76 when fever children vere born i n  each School intake, 9@ i n  1984, would &vide 

an of the Education comnittk. ~h~~ invite successive year. But since 1976 the birth- into more than the present 42 forms. The 

us to consTdsr their 3 a l te rna~ive  vays of ra te  has been tising. True, its well below real p rob l a  would be to build n w  schools 
tackling what they cell Ithe problems of the 19661svel hut the trend upward. The i n  time for  the children of our teenagers 

fmller report recognizes this  end says that Wrn i n  the l a s t  baby boom of the 1960's. fall ing pupil numbers. The f i r s t  two op- 
tions Bach involve clmlng sow 7 the intake t o  Firs t  Schools th i s  year i s  
and the thrid a return to the pattern "probably the smallest to be expected" and NO SALE! 
of Starting secondary sc+l a t  ege 11. will  "probably r i se  over the next ten years". The ful ler  report mantions the possibility 

We read and talked about the leaflet and lggO are lDDre of selling school s i t e s  to produce capital 
yet the County forecasters suggest 'the receiptfor the Council and possibly " s i r  

decided that i t was not gmd enough. i t  
di.d not give some important in fomt lon  numbers of children will  he rising". 

niiicant locking scarce benefit land t o  resources the cumnuiity for  housing m- 
which would open up room for manoeuvre be- With short-term fluctuations i n  the past 

and v i th  numbers nov going up, there cert- or  cormn?rical use". What, i n  our experience, 
yond the 3 County options. I f  parental do such words actually mean? What kind of 
choi ce and consul tatlon are to be anything a i n l ~  i s  a need f ai f l ex ib i l i ty  in any plans 
more than chooslng -g options proposed for "sur~lus" places. Good advice i s  don't housing would result? Since ~ u b l i c  spend- 

by somone else,  then we need the facts do anything which cannot be reversed. Bow The crux of the matter i s  about "surplus" ing h- put a stop to -cil 
to enable us to make up our m minds and do School closures look i n  the light of th i s  places. A cuts-conscious Ministry. the building, it i s  unlikely that any nev hous- 

produce cur own options. There are import- advice? Dept. of Education gnd Science (ES) has ing those Of us with the 
ant issues about our chl ldren and our corn A Problem whi& Heed ~~t bg a recently advised local authorities to cut pressing need for accomodation. 
munity e t  stake. We thought i t  might be 215th~ of surplus places by 1986. NW what Of businesses can afford to bug larr in- 
useful to react: to sections of the leaflet ,  Problem do p.oU think a surplus What do ~ r w b a n  s i tes?  h r i c =  Express h- al- 

you think f u l l  capacity i s ?  E. Sussex ready acquired St. John's School for  i t s  t o  give som of the missing informetion Fmance social club (vhich the conmnmity does not and, in thls way, begin working twards a uses many factors to calculate a school's use) and perilously close t o  Carl- community response to a County report.  he leaf le t  s ta tes  that a declining schwl  capacity. hang  them are DES rules about ton  ill xirst school and =amerland 
A Declining School Population - population is a p rob l a  because Government space per child, i t s  limit of 35 to a sery school. Selling i s  the m s t  short- 

support for education is related to the classrooln and the County's staffing ratios sighted and anti-social of - sacrit which will stop declining b r  of pupils: when n-S f a l l ,  mney es reflected i n  class sizes of 30 i n  ~ i r s t  £icing our scarce and Emmmmity 
The f i r s t  section of the leaflet  gives the fram Gcnrernmant * to Schools and about 33 i n  Middle ~choolswith needs at ,.he of-quick and pri- 

space-tw all-d for specialist  actlpity. vate profit. There are many comunitq acti- indisputable f w t  that the nmher of school ~ ~ f ~ ~ g ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ ~ ~ ~ '  gut th i s  c apd r ty i s  the maginnrm the schoal vities which require apace if are to pupils has been fal l ing "rapidLy. in re- 
cent years". By 1986, n d e r s  VIll  be 30% it is misleading and hides the rarm for Can t k e *  and not the Or intended happen at all: see 0-rleaf for  mthers and 
less than i n  1976. The leaf le t  talks of a maMeuvre' level. The problem i s  that the capacity toddlers older people*s and 

declining school population, of nmhers go- Honey crrmea from 2 aources. ceatral Ocrp-ern- 
f imre ,  hove-r undesired, leads to calcu- local organiaati- all needingpramises. lations of what i s  surplus. in$ dovn and dam (making a la ter  remark ment's Block Grant and loaal rates. pupil Really spare room during and af ter  school 

about the need for  f lexibi l i ty  "to m e t  a d a r s  are just  1 of the factor8 on which parent, puzzled that the talk about hours would just f i t  the b i l l .  
possible increase i n  numbers in the 1990's the Block Grant is based the ComtY is surplus pbces did not up with her not bound to wend a certain part of the experience, visited her son's Middle School 

to find out for herself. On paper there 
were supposed to be 60 surplus places,but 
she found that every room was fully used 
for excellent activity: there was a m i c  
hut and separate science and ~ rench  ro-. 
Further she found that thf number of this  
year's intake was the msxlmum 35 per form 
and that 18 children had been turned avay. 
In another neighbourhood Middle School, a 
similar situation exists. There i s  a paper 
surplus of 63 pupils but a l l  the spaces 
are being vell-used. I f  another 33 pupils b births 1055-80 , Brighton vere to be admitted, the special music and 
remedial room (soon t o  becom a science 
lab..) would have to hecoma a form room. 

Thanks to everyone who helped make thls 'Special In both schools there wae the message that 

&iaelinea for  a 4th Cption are emerping. 

0 ~ 4 t h  Option 
" fazzk as a ppobZem but 
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-& PEOPLE HAKE A SW La - TODDLERS! The local authority a re  talking nega- 
t ively about closlng some local schools. 
We have been asking local people what 
positive things could happen in schools 
with snmller classes and more space. 
Here a re  some of the l r  thoughts. 

"ono is always aware of the safety fac t -  
ors  i n  lessons usins woodwork tools, PARENTAL CHOICE ? You Need Your Nurseries c ra f t  M v e e  etc. A t  present we can only 
use theee by allowing 2 teachers to a 
group or  parental help. Coach trip often 
ge t  no further than enquiries about the  
cos t  of a 52 seater  cmch." 

PARENTS SAlD 
"Slow ones wouldnWt get  so  l e f t  behind. 
How Can she be expected t o  teach over 30 
children a t  once?" 

Did you know t h a t  F i r s t  & Middle Schmls 
w i l l  have a completely new admissions pol- 
icy  from Sept. '827 

Sane elderly people thought it ridiculous 
tha t  schools should close. They thought 
qchools should be used more often and for  
more things. One lady from Windmill S t .  
rarmemtered returning to Park St .  school 
in the evening from 6-7 f o r  dancing. she 
learned maypole, folk,  nighland and ~ u s s -  
ian dancing, and especially "used t o  love 
the dance w i t h  b e l l s  on my feet'. she 
fee ls  dancing should be taught now. she 
deplores the f a c t  t ha t  knit t ing,  sew- 
and crochet have been dropped i n  many sch- 
-1s. Some parents agreed, saying t h a t  
there were few places i n  the area where 
children can dance and also  a noticeable 
decline in c r a f t  sk i l l s .  

Although your child may stil v i s i t  a pro- 
spective schml  s/he can no longer be as- 
sured of a place by the Head Teacher (no 
matter how early you make the v i s i t )  a s  
a l l  nev admissions w i l l  be dea l t  with a t  
County level. A l l  schools are being to ld  
the nrrmber of childrent t o  admit next Sept. 
and I understand t h a t  i n  the case of one 
neighbourhood f i r s t  achaol th is  number is 
Less than the number already provisionally - 
accepted f o r  Sept. '81. mere a re  going 
to be some very disappointed parents and 
children and y e t  there is nothing the 
HeadtaQcher can do. In  theory we w i l l  a l l  
be en t i t l ed  to v i s i t  and col lec t  de ta i l s  
Of l o t s  of schools, but i n  practice we 
w i l l  end up with much less  PARENTAL CHOICE 
than a t  present. 

"Smaller classes would ge t  r i d  of the E- 
tence 'chat teachers a re  sivinq our child- - 
ren individual attention. Mind you classes 
would need to be down to about 20 to make 
any rea l  difference". 
"MY child never gets to read, h ie  teachar's 
tM busy. More remedial teachers o r  a 
special c lass  fo r  those gett ing behind" i a  
needed. 

Recently I collected my daughter from 
nursery school - and was delighted by 
the peaceful s ight  awaiting m. She and 
E o  other children vere engrossed i n  a 
g m ,  to t a l ly  concentrated, apparently 
unsupervised. Around the room smell 
groups of children were absorbed i n  
working, reading, making things together. 
This carefully organized environment 
was enabling these children to develop 
s k i l l s  and co-operate i n  a way which is 
impassible i n  the atmosphere of the 
average home where playspace duplicates 
with l iv ing space, materials are  
limited, work is going on, and where 
ether f d l y  members have needs of t h e i r  
OM. 

"I 'd l i ke  t o  see children i n  amall groups 
fo r  music, science, environmental stud- 
i e s  etc. ,  exwa help fo r  slow learners 
and the gifted". 

doe Toonsend, aged 7 7 ,  
remmbers the B o ~ < c o Z  
outings from Park Street 
chooZ-"Oh ha, we used to  

Sue Baker. 11 Walpole Terr. 

FACTORY SCHOOLS- w a i t  for that afternoon". 
Children were tmcght to  
recognize poisonn~~s 

berriee, murrhrooms & 
\ toadstooh. Be was 

taught to  8- a t  
North Rd baths bu the 

- NO THANKS ! 

Yet my child receives th i s  education by 
chance. An a new rother I luckily met 
someone who already sent t h e i r  child t o  
nursery school. Until then I had had 
only a hazy idea that  such places 
existed - I did not know whether they 
were public or  private, whether you had 
to pay, whether they vere educational 
establishments o r  daycare f a c i l i t i e s .  My 
friend persuaded m tha t  I should go t o  
the school and put my child 's  name on 
a waiting list. 'Pm years l a t e r  she 
was offered a place. In  tha t  tire I had 
been given no o f f i c i a l  i n f o m t i o n  a t  
a l l .  

teacher a h o  thinks. nature - ~ ~ s  a good 
idea, but stressed that outings are 
diff icut t  with Zmge classes. A Monirorial s l ~ o a l  in cl>e ~ 8 3 0 5 .  On this Iyrrrnt up to i.mo rbiMml could bc contmllrd 

by one mchrr, rllr monitors ~lcrilrg tbr tr.arhinC 

P 

parents and teachers agreed t h a t  amaller 
Olasses and more space were essential .  The 
beat s ize  of claes w a s  thought to he a- 
round 20,  w h e r e  numbers were mentionea. Mother of middle-achwl pupil in class of 

31: "1 have not yet  seen any benefits  of 
f a l l ing  ro l ls .  I personally teach a c lass  
of 19 adul ts  and have my time cut out with 
th i a  grmp. It's a martmm and I ' m  talking 
about highly motivated adults." 

Parents have fought f a r  nursery educat- 
ion f a r  many years, recognizing how 
much the i r  children can gain from it a t  

t h i s  early age. Brighton still  has 
only ten nursery classes and three 
nursery schools. Some of these are  
threatened and none are  being made 
equally available to u s  a l l .  Parents 
have a r ight t o  be infornted about the i r  
existence - we a l l  pay f o r  these schools 
they belong to us. I f  you have young 
children write to the Education Officer, 
county Hall, st. Anne's Cres, Lewes, 
ask t o  be infonmed about preschool 
education opportunities i n  your area, 
get dovn on the waiting list. Let the 
authorit ies see the huge demand there 
is f o r  theee f a c i l i t i e s .  
Joanna Street .  113 Preahfield Rd. 

TEACHERS SAlD 
"An ideal  rider i n  the  f i r s t  school would 
be 20...there would be more time f o r  the I Nursery Eduestion 1 
child with problems t o  have them concentrat- 
ed upon. You could hear them read mare 
frequently and have time for  individual 
help with writing practice." 

"l'he primny sohooZ mt be &le to buiZd 
on the aohievement made a t  nwaery schoola: 
that is why we have enabarksd on a W yepr 
progmme fop m e r y  eduoation." (Mrs. 
Thatoher, Minieter of  Eduoation, W781 

"W I981, 50% o f  aZZ three-yearold8 
a d  90% of aZZ fowear-old8 wiZZ be 
mceivlng such erhrwtion, mostty on a 
part t h e  bawis" (Her Whits Pqer ,  which 
also pmmised &ZZ-time nursery sohooZing 
for 15% of both ags groups). 
L - d 

"l5 would be the  bes t  size.  My child could 
receive, f o r  the 1st time in h ie  s c h w l  ca- 
reer,  a t  the age of 11, M i v i d u a l  a t tent -  
ion. He is a quie t  child who is  l e e t  to h i s  
own dwicea. H i s  nmfidence has been dee- 
troyed and he has been bunking off." 

12,EASfor us& rooms 
which are ,spare 

"15 - 25 enables children to receive and 
teachers t o  give plenty of individual and 
group attention....leea children means more 
time fo r  each child. Not only with reading 
and number work. science could ba taught 
i n  a more en jqab le  way. A l l  teaching t o  do 
with s t a r t ing  science needs to be talked 
through with small g r o u p  of children. They 
need to find out ansvars themselves ra ther  
than j u s t  being to ld  and t h i a  takes time." 

fo r  Mother and toddler groups. Premises 
l ike  church ha l l s  are  hard t o  f ind and 
often cold. Middle St. School already 
has a group meeting happily three times 
a week. 

SAVE OUR SCHOOLS 
ACTION nursesy news 

Any deeison on Nursery Schools 
w i l l  depend on the options taken up fo r  
Primary Schools. There is no immediate 
threat  t o  Nursery Schools. T h m  
dmes recognise tha t  because of the 
substantial  support for Nursery Schools 
it proved "unacceptable" t o  cut provision 
in 1980. 

According to the Report on Nursery 
Education, a t  present being considered 
by the Council, there are places f a r  a 
maximum of 855 children i n  Nursery Schools 
and clasaes. To f u l f i l  the target  s e t  
by Plowden when Margaret Thatcher was 
Elinister of Education, an ext ra  1,000 
children should be receiving nursery 
education! 

A middle school teacher gave 20 a s  an ideal  
c lass  number. "This year our remedial teach- 
e r  had t o  reduce her hours. she is the  ONLY 
chance S m  children have of receiving in- 
dividual help. 

Classes f a r  parents, e.g. an health or  
l i t e ra tu re  while children are  a t  school. 

B r i g h t o n ' s  l a t e s t  S a v e  Our 
S c h o o l s  campa ign  c a l l s  o n  E a s t  
S u s s e r  c o u n t y  C o u n c i l  t o  c h o o s e  
a fourth o p t i o n  - k e e p  o p e n  t h e  
s c h o o l s  o u r  community h a s  b o u g h t  

.Games or club room f a r  older people v i t b  
snooker table, draughts, chess, e t c .  
There is not much within walking distance 
around here. 

'Education i s  about training p o p l e  t o  
be hman beings. My job is educating the 
whole personality of the child - as a 
complete individual - it is d i f f i c u l t  to 
da t h i s  w i t h  large classes." 

e n d  b u i l t .  a n d  t a k e  t h i s  u n i q u e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  r e d u c i n g  c lass  
s i z e s .  F o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  
c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  
u s  a l l ,  s i n c e  w e  would t h e n  h a v e  
a b e t t e r  e d u c a t e d  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Rent space to local tradesmen on 
condition that they t ra in  a n d e r  of 
unemployed youngsters i n  the i r  trade. 

.Nursery f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  handicapped 
children and nursery classes vhere they 
don't exist .  s+dce f o r  children with 
special needs - already the case a t  
Carlton H i l l .  

S a v e  Our g c h o o l s ,  wh ich  w e l -  
comes a l l  s u p p o r t e r s ,  i r r e s p e c -  
t i v e  of p a r t y  p o l i t i c s ,  i s  now 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  1 0 , 0 0 0  l e e f l e t s  i n  
B r i g h t o n ,  ~ o v e  and P o r t s l a d e .  
I t  p l a n s  a b i g  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  i n  The Report mentions that  nome areas are  

"aver-provided" e.g. Queens Park, which 
has 2 nursery schools (with long waiting 
l i s t s )  and 2 nursery claases. It hints  a t  
a possible reorganisation to provide a m r e  
even geographical distr ibution,  which 
could mean closure of schools/classes i n  
the Queens Park area. 

OMeetlng and working rooms for local groups 
in and outside school hours. Very much needed. J a n u a r y ,  b e f o r e  t h e  C o u n c i l  

makes  i t s  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n s .  "Schwls are  nor only fo r  kids. They're 
important centres especially fo r  women 
who spend a l o t  of time alone a t  hbme." 

Y O U  c a n  h e l p ,  t o o .  c o n t a c t  
S a v e  Our S c h o o l s  c h s i r m a n ,  P a u l  
R e a d i n g  11 UuaeTl's P a r k  
T e r r a c e ) !  o r  s e c r e t a r y ,  C a r o l e  
F i t c h  ( 4 7  l n r t i n g t o n  i load) .  o r  

"I l ike  the idea very much of making 
the school part  of the community with the 
doors open a t  weekends so tha t  people can 
use the f a c i l i t i e s  that  are locked up." 
All the people we contacted were fu l l  
of positive Ideas for uslng schools. 
Ghat do you thlnk of the l r  suggestions 
and opinlons? What a re  your own? 

E. Yeo, H. Devoy, 6 Others, 48 Albion Hill .  

It is important t o  sustain the campaign 
against closures. PROTESTS DO HAVE AN 
EFFECT! 

s e n d  e c h e q u e ,  p e y n b l e  t o  "Save  
Our s c h o o l s  Campaign", t o  t h e  
t r e t s u r e r ,  Bob D a v i e s ,  a t  1 3  
S t .  H e l e n t s  Road, : ; r i g h t o n  
3N2 3 E E .  P e t e r  A v i s  

46 Devonshire PI. 

Park Street Morris Dmzoers, &MU 1920. 
Louiaa Dunk ( far  l e f t ,  stundingl kindly 
Zent the photo--h Does m z y m  
recognzse themse LVeS/ 

FOP dBtOi7.a of Nureery SChOola Joint Aot- 
ion C o d t t e e ,  see nursery schooZ notice 
boa~ds.  


