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OUR MARINA - OUR SAY 
The harbour walls of the Brighton Marina at Black 
Rock are almost complete - the Company's plans 
for what they want to happen within those walls 
are now being examined by an Inspector from the 
Department of the Environment at the Town Hall in 
Brighton. Anybody who wants to have their say on 
these proposals put forward by the Brighton Marina 
Company may 'give evidence' to the lnspector at 
the Town Hall within the next three or four weeks. 
Some poeple may wish to do this alone and some 
with a group of others whose ideas are similar to 
their own - ;;.hichever way, Queenspark has 
commissioned th i s  short report to help you make up 
your mind on some of the major issues brought up 
by the Company's plans and to discuss alternative 
ways of developing this enormous site. I f  there i s  
enough agreement we can act together as a group 
in presenting our views to the Enquiry and possibly 
have more influence on the outcome. 

THEIRS AND OURS 
On the back page you will find a short report on the 
Company's plans for their Marina, written from an 
architectural point of view. The conclusions are 
based strictly on an assessment of the Company's 
own drawings and their statements which, though 
not plentiful, are quite illuminating. I 
Meanwhile in the double page centre spread you 
will find a sketch and outline proposals which are 
intended to give an idea of how the Marina could 1 
satisfy somebeeply felt needs in Brighton and in 
the country as a whole. While the drawing is not a 
plan and is no more than an illustration of how 
these proposed facilities could be placed in the 
Marina (no high rise blocks here), the ideas for the 
facilities themselves have al l  been studied for their 
viability. None of them are 'pie-in-the-sky' and 
there is an actual example eithin in Britain or 
abroad of each one of the proposals put forward 
here. IT CAN BE DONE. 

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
The Secretary of State fot the Environment has 
advised that the Enquiry should deal mainly with 
these topics: 
- the visual impact of the proposed buildings. - the need for exhibition, chandlery and shopp- 

Ing spaces. 
- the need for residential accdmmodation 
- the traffic implications for existing and pro- 

posed roads in the town. 
Related to these are matters such as Employment, 
possible effects on Brighton in terms of Rates, 
Housing, Public Health Facilities and of course the 
economics and finance of the project. These issues 
have all been discussed and various points of view 
concerning them have been and will be heard a t  the 
Enquiry. But there i s  a big question, which should 
really come before al l  of these, and yet is keeps 
getting forgotten: 
Who i s  the Marina for, whose needs daes it answer 
and who is going to benefit from it? 

-- 

A CASE OF BAD PARKING 
The allocation by the Company 
of 4,848 car parking spaces for over 
2,000 moorings, 1,450 flats, a 
Disney-type Entertainment complex 
and a Hotel is unrealistically low, 
especially for summer weekends. 
All of those activities are 'high car 
generators' - or to put i t  in their 
terms "the majority of the people 

should not be forgotten that park- 
ing for people who would actually 
be working in the Marina would 
alone amount to an estimated 500 
spaces, a fact which seems to have 
been entirely omitted from their 
calculations. The consequences of 
such bad planning for the neigh- 
bouring streets in Kemp Town. 

attracted to the Marina are likely alreadJover-~arked, seem to be 
to be from socio-economicgroups disastrous. Unfortunately, the 
exhibiting high car ownership rates". answer cannot be to merely increase 
I f  these facilities were to be prop- the parking spaces; for then the 
erly provided for, the parking extra traffic imposed on the roads 
should be doubled at least. And it of Brighton would be intolerable. 

The solution must lie in: 

++ reducing the demand for car use in the Marina, 
which can be done by: 
++ reducing the accommodation and 
i+ introducing public transport in a more positive way. 

Support 
I 

Of the many organisations and individuals consulted while researching these proposals we have so far received help and encouragement 
from members of Brighton Council, the Central Council for the Disabled, the British Rheumatism and Arthritis Foundation, Sparks 
(catamaran for the disabled), the Royal Yachting Association, the Royal National Lifeboat Institute, the Transport and General Workers' 
Union, the Trades Unions' Congress, the National Maritime Museum, the National Maritime Trust, Mr llltyd Harrington, Deputy Leader 

* ' ~ e  G.L.C., Mr Ellis Hillman, Chairman of the Arts and Recreation Committee, G.L.C. and from Mr Cedric Price A.R.I.B.A. 
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